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H Curious Case of Comments on Rs 314 Birgani

and on the Size of Male Cadavers' Genitalia

Who are the audiences of the comedy shows of India? Are they all private jobbers, a mix of
private and government jobbers? Well, it's hard for me to figure it out right now, but one thing
is very clear: if you are in a private job and participating in Indian comedy shows, and you say
or have said something in banter, there is a greater risk of not only losing your job, but also
having to face long and continuous social media trolls and backlash.

Why am I saying this? Because of what recently happened with Himanshu Jangra, a 23-year-
old web developer from Gurugram, who lost his job after remarks he made during comedian
Pranit More's crowd work segment that went viral online. While this controversy has hardly
died out, another comment (three months back) made by an MBBS student, Sejal Pawar,
working at the KEM Hospital in Mumbai, in the same comedian Pranit More's crowd work,
went viral. Like Jangid, she too has to face social media backlash, leading her to apologise
for her comments.

In the first case (Jangid’'s comment), his employer immediately swung into action, citing
public outcry and reputational impact, and parted ways with him. In the second case (Pawar’s
comment), a two-member committee has been formed to investigate the matter and submit
a report for appropriate institutional action.

Right now, I'm not going into the moral issues related to the comments offered by both
persons, nor into the genders of the comment makers. I just want to focus here that while in
the case of Jangid, he was immediately removed after a comment made not in the office or
workplace, but rather outside the workplace. Why? Aren't we aware of the formats of such
comedy shows and the types of jokes made both by the stand-up comedians and the
audiences? Is India still not ready for the dark comedy? If not, why are such shows being
held regularly and are there frequent controversies surrounding such shows? Anyway, coming
back to the main question, as we are all aware, it is easier for a private company to remove a
person, but these days private companies are firing their employees citing social media
comments even if the employee he/she has not done anything harmful in the workplace.
However, in the case of Pawar, her comment is being looked into, and further necessary
action will be taken after submission of the reports.

Why are double standards being adopted by private employers? Why does a person have to
lose a job when he/she has not done or made any comment in the workplace? Doesn’t he
deserve a fair hearing? A second chance? Just because a person is doing a private job
doesn’'t mean that they are at the mercy of the employers, and also at the whims and fancies
of social media comments. Take the second case, where a government employee (student in
this case) is given a fair chance of hearing, which is also a standard procedure in the
government sector and the right and best way to.

All T must say is that Himanshu should have been given a fair chance to hear, a comment
offered in a private place, and that, too, according to the format of the show, doesn’t mean
that he is a culprit and the company has suffered a huge reputational impact. Can anyone say
with certainty that after his removal, the company has gained its reputation back or even
before removing him, the company has or might have suffered reputational impact in future?
Private companies should also adopt a standard procedure for taking care of such issues
before succumbing to social media pressure.

Rajat Abhinav

Assistant Professor

Department of Journalism

Bharati College, University of Delhi
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Two Cents

Ananya Kumar
English Editorial Head
3rd Year

My mother tells me to "manifest better things," stay positive, and
trust the universe. She reminds me to be grateful before bed
because "the universe listens."

None of this is entirely new. Previous generations believed in faith,
patience, and the idea that difficult phases pass. The difference
today is that these ideas no longer exist only as personal beliefs.
They exist as content. Social media has repackaged hope into an
aesthetic, algorithm-friendly product. Optimism arrives in curated
affirmation reels, motivational podcasts, and manifestation journals.
Influencers insist that your thoughts create your reality. Somewhere
between wellness culture and self-help branding, hope became a
commodity.

This raises an important question: Are we genuinely more optimistic,
or just dependent on external reassurance? In Learned Optimism
(1990), psychologist Martin Seligman describes optimism not as
blind positivity, but as the ability to view setbacks as temporary and
manageable. Healthy optimism is rooted in resilience and realistic
thinking.

However, online wellness culture promotes a simplified version of
positivity. Phrases like "good vibes only" suggest that mindset alone
determines outcomes. This individualizes emotions and erases
larger structural realities. In her book Toxic Positivity (2022),
psychotherapist Whitney Goodman argues that forcing positivity
causes people to suppress emotions instead of processing them.
Her criticism targets the pressure to always appear happy, not hope
itself. Academic research reflects this concern. A 2023 study in
Applied Corpus Linguistics found that online positivity culture
frames success as entirely personal. By ignoring economic
instability, inequality, or mental health struggles, it turns failure into
a personal fault.

Still, dismissing manifestation culture completely is unfair.
Journaling, meditation, and gratitude exercises genuinely help
manage anxiety. Dr. Jon Kabat-Zinn, founder of Mindfulness-Based
Stress Reduction, has highlighted the psychological benefits of
mindfulness when used realistically rather than for escapism.

This explains why manifestation resonates with young people facing
an unstable job market, burnout, and loneliness. In uncertain
conditions, the promise that thoughts influence outcomes offers a
sense of control. Hope becomes a psychological comfort. The issue
gets complicated when optimism turns into an industry. Wellness
influencers monetize reassurance through coaching, aesthetics, and
branding. Online healing becomes performative, where self-care
routines seem designed for visibility.

Hope itself is not the problem; people need it to survive uncertainty.
The real question is what kind of hope society encourages. There is
a difference between optimism that helps people confront reality
and optimism that encourages escape. Manifestation culture feels
both empowering and unsettling because it reflects a genuine
search for stability while revealing how easily hope can be packaged
and sold back to us.
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The Day An Online Myth Drew Blood

Sakshi Raj Wardhan
3" Year

In 2014, two 12-year-old girls walked their friend into the woods in Wisconsin, USA and stabbed her 19 times to please Slender
Man, a faceless figure born not out of ancient folklore, but from the internet itself. The victim survived but the crime forced
the world to question how real online myths can become. What made this case terrifying was not simply the violence, but the
collapse of boundaries between fiction, media and belief. Slender Man began in 2009 as a digitally edited image posted across
online horror forums like creepypasta. Within years the character evolved through YouTube series, Reddit threads and Tik-Tok
discussions, and fan-made mythology powerful enough to feel culturally real.

In contrast to traditional folklore that is passed through generations, internet myths proliferate through algorithms. Each
repost, edit, reaction video, and theory discussion enhances the perception of authenticity. Scholars in media studies refer to
this occurrence as digital folklore, narratives collaboratively constructed by online communities to the point where fiction
starts to operate as belief. Psychologists studying adolescent behaviour suggest that immersive online spaces can intensify
suggestibility, especially among users dealing with loneliness, anxiety, or emotional vulnerability.

One of the girls involved in the stabbing admitted that she feared Slender Man would kill her family if she refused to the crime.
The monster in this case may have been fictional, but the fear was very neurologically real. The case revealed how social media
Transformrs~horror into“participation. Audiences no longer passively consume stories, they expand them, remix them and
emotionally inhabit them. In the present attention economy, fear spreads faster because algorithms award engagement, not
truth. Perhaps the most disturbing part of the Slender Man case is that the internet did not merely create a monster, it created
an environment where enough people believed in it for blood to be spilled. ;
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Is The System Collapsing?

Vatshala
1°* Year

A country with 1.5 billion people and a massive shortage of doctors holds an exam for future
medical professionals. Then, the paper gets leaked. This crisis threatens not only the
candidates but also the future of the nation's healthcare system. Paper leaks now plague
every second major exam. Is India moving toward a secure future or a disastrous one?

Over the last few years, paper leak controversies have surfaced across India's biggest
exams, including NEET, JEE, GATE, and several state-level tests. These failures leave
students questioning whether their hard work matters at all.

Aspirants prepare in isolated rooms and stick to rigid schedules at coaching centers across
the country. Every cancellation and irregularity carries consequences far beyond ranks. This
environment causes students to lose their youth without guaranteeing a fair future.

"NEET was never just an exam. I hoped to become a doctor," says Akshita Thakur, 18.

Akshita appeared for NEET for the second time this year after taking a drop year. In her
previous attempt, she scored nearly 300 marks. That was not enough to get an MBBS seat in
a government medical college. Like thousands of other aspirants, she dedicated another year
of her teenage life to this exam. She sacrificed her life experiences and worked long hours
throughout the year, hoping her hard work would pay off.

This time, she felt the paper went well. Based on self-assessment and answer keys, she
expected a score close to 600. For the first time in months, she felt certain of her success.
Then, on May 12, 2026, she received news of the exam cancellation. As allegations of leaks
and irregularities spread, the emotional impact on Akshita was immediate. The uncertainty
disturbed her, but the sudden collapse of confidence in the process was worse.

"I began questioning everything, my credibility, my drop year, and all my effort," she says.
The drop year was emotionally draining. She often felt lost and uncertain about her decision.
Yet the dream of becoming a doctor kept her going. Today, she still says she will give her all
again and repeat the process. At the same time, she admits she would never recommend this
path to her younger siblings. This shift is significant. Students no longer just fear failure.
Increasingly, they fear system instability.

"Every leak suppresses a rank for me" ,says Musab Wahidi. For Masab, an 18-year-old first-
time aspirant, this exam was supposed to be his beginning. He scored 96.2% in his school
board examinations. He spent the last two years preparing through coaching while attending
a dummy school for classes 11 and 12. Like many aspirants caught in India's competitive
culture, Masab sacrificed his school life. Social events, routine classroom experiences, and
ordinary teen interactions disappeared under the pressure of NEET. Masab believed his
examination went smoothly. He expected a score around 630. He was mentally prepared to
take another attempt if needed because this was only his first try. He was not prepared for
the institutional failure that followed.

When allegations of leaks and cancellations resurfaced, the atmosphere changed entirely.
For the first four days, his morale dropped sharply. Although his parents were supportive,
Masab felt deeply disappointed. According to him, repeated paper leaks do not only benefit
unfair candidates. They suppress deserving ones. In highly competitive exams like NEET,
minor score inflation can push honest candidates thousands of ranks lower. Rank shifts can
range between 15,000 to 18,000 positions depending on score clustering. For aspirants, that
difference decides whether they enter a government medical college or lose another year
entirely. Masab is preparing for NEET again, but his morale is low.

One of the biggest concerns today is rank saturation, where large numbers of students score
within a narrow range of marks. Paper difficulty directly affects rank distribution. If a paper
is easy, more students score high marks, leading to clustering near the top. A difference of
one or two marks can push students thousands of ranks down.

This year, many aspirants felt the paper was easier than in previous years. This led to fears
of ‘unusually high cut-offs and compressed rankings even before the controversy began.
Paper leaks worsen this effect significantly. Artificial score inflation by a small number of
candidates disrupts .rankings for thousands of honest students. In exams where lakhs
compete for limited government seats, rank suppression becomes a psychological issue.
Students begin feeling that merit alone is no longer enough.

India's examination crisis is no longer just about leaked papers. It is about a collapsing
system and the trust students once placed in it. For students like Akshita and Masab, years
of sacrifice now coexist with uncertainty, cancellations, and institutional doubt. In a country
already struggling with shortages in healthcare and public infrastructure, the consequences
extend far beyond examination halls. Once students stop believing that merit is protected,
the damage reaches the very credibility of the system itself.
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GLITCHES IN THE HUMAN SYSTEM WE

STILL DON’T FULLY UNDERSTAND.

A The brain is an

extraordinary
system. Sometimes,
it misfires.

Here are some
errors science has
documented—

but not completely
explainad,

01 DEJA VU

The strange feeling that a moment
you're living right now has

happened before.

Why it happens is still
unclear.

04 JAMAIS VU

The opposite of déja wu.
Something familiar suddenly feels
strange and unfamiliar.

familiar

Tamil iaxr
familiar
familiar
familiar

07 FALSE MEMORIES

Memory isn't a recording.
Each time we recall, we reconstruct.

Details can change—or be
made up entirely.

THE BRAIN REMAINS THE MOST COMPLEX
OBJECT KNOWN TO SCIENCE.

02 THE DOORWAY EFFECT

You walk into a room and suddenly
forget why you came.

Crossing a threshold may cause
your brain to compartmentalize
information.

05 CHRONOSTASIS

The second hand of a clock seems
to stop when you first lock at it.

Your brain stretches a moment in
time to process the scene.

- —

08 PAREIDDLIA

Your brain sees faces and patterns
where none exist.

It's wired to find meaning,
even in randonmess.

03 PHANTOM VIBRATION

You feel your phone vibrate—
but it didn't.

Your brain anticipates important
signals. Sometimes, it's
just wrong. =SSRl

06 HYPNIC JERKS

That sudden jolt or falling sensation
as you're drifting off to sleep.

Its purpose—and cause—
remain unclear.

09 TIP-OF-THE-TONGUE

The word is right there.
You know you know it.

But you just can't retrieve it.

i

SYSTEM STATUS

Errors detected

SOME OF ITS MOST COMMON “ERRORS” O
ARE STILL NOT FULLY UNDERSTOOD.

e

Errors resolved

Explanation found

: Loading. .,

3 ERREEECOO000000000000




	High on Hope-ium
	Is The System Collapsing?

