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INTRODUCTION

In a world that's constantly evolving, Dhairya Times,
a monthly magazine series presented by Dhairya -
The Civil Services Society, seeks to be your trusted

guide to navigating the crucial trends, headlines,
opinions, stories and ideas shaping our lives
everyday.

Our missions stands to providing a platform for peer
learning, holistic development and an analytical
point of views that push our horizons beyond to

build a crucial analysis of ongoing issues.

From in-depth features and peer analysis to all the
technical information, we dive deep into the topics
that are transforming the global landscape, while also
forging in as your go-to resource for understanding
the forces shaping the world we are a part of.

As a Society , we thrive to assist students in their
academic and professional pursuits. To achieve this,
we have come across monthly Current Affairs
magazine series, starting from October.

We hope the standpoint of Dhairya and Dhairya
Times as a whole brings about the desired change in
boosting your understanding of facts along with
opinions so stated.



AIR
¥ Q

Civil Services Society
Bharsti College.
!31 ’

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

As we reflect on the journey of completing Magazine - Dhairya
Times for September 2025, we are reminded that every step was made
possible by the unwavering support and expertise of our esteemed
Principal Ma'am , Prof. Saloni Gupta, whose vision has shaped our
society's mission.

Followed by the significant encouragement of our mentor, IRS
Rajesh Gupta sir, for his invaluable insights and expertise, inspiring
our students to strive for excellence. Our gratitude also extends to
our guest speakers, IPS Preeti Kumari and IPS Abhishek Vashishtha,
for sharing their experiences and motivating our students.

We thank our founding mentor Mr. Vimlok Tiwari, our Convenor
Mr. Jatin, Ms. Stanzin Chuskit, Dr. Akshat Pushpam, our Associate
Teacher's of Dhairya, and Dhairya's Editorial Board Members for
their tireless efforts in making our monthly magazine a reality. The
due contribution has enabled in shaping this endeavour in ways that
words can scarcely capture, providing a valuable resource for Civil
Services Aspirants

Sincerely

Nikky Kaushik

President

Dhairya: The Civil Services Society
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== From the Desk of Principal

Prof. Saloni Gupta
Principal
Bharati College, University of Delhi

Hello my dear students.

I have always believed that your College is a place where three things are made viz. your
career, your personality and your friends for life. Each one of these is very important and
each one of you must explore all the avenues and opportunities available, towards each
one of these payoffs from the college life.

Societies and clubs are platforms that often provide you with the wonderful confluence, if
not congruence, of all three of these goals. They connect you to people with similar
interests, they create opportunities for you to work in teams, they put you in positions of
responsibility and leadership, they help you evolve as individuals and shape your
personalities and, in their own intangible ways, they pave career paths for you by doing
some or all of the above.

The Dhairya Society of our college is one such society that brings civil services aspirants
of our college together and works towards supporting their goal of cracking this hallowed
exam, conducted by the prestigious UPSC. Its a matter of great pride and satisfaction
that the Dhairya society is bringing the first ever edition of its monthly magazine, aimed
at sharing the vital information, tips and strategic advice for fellow aspirants.

I congratulate the office bearers and foot soldiers of this society and extend my best
wishes to all our civil services aspirants.

Best wishes and best of luck.
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Mr. Jatin Ms. Stanzin Dr. Akshat Pushpam
( Convenor) ( Co-Convenor) ( Mentor)

It gives us immense pleasure to present the August edition of Dhairya Times, the
magazine of our Civil Services Society.This issue is a reflection of our collective
spirit of learning, discussion and the pursuit of excellence.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our respected Principal, Prof. Saloni Gupta
Ma'am, for her constant encouragement and support for the team and also deeply
grateful to the editorial team, mentors and members for their dedication.

We sincerely hope these pages encourage every reader to think, engage and aspire
higher.

Warm regards

Mr. Jatin (Convenor), Ms. Stanzin (Co-Convenor) and Dr. Akshat Pushpam
(Mentor)

Dhairya - The Civil Services Society
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IRS Rajesh Gupta

Greetings to the students of Bharati College in general and to the civil
services aspirants connected via the platform of the Dhairya Society
(Bharati College) in particular. It gives me immense pleasure to note
that Dhairya society is doing commendable work in the field of peer
learning, information dissemination and mutual self-help. Dhairya
Times, its monthly magazine, is another step in that direction. I am
glad to convey my congratulations and best wishes to all those who
relate to the Dhairya Society and its meaningful endeavours.

I take this opportunity to give my perspective on the Role of Civil Servants, as a kind of a pep-
talk to all you aspirants. As I see it, you as civil servants can help in bringing The Change that
the society needs and probably the change that you also wish to see in your country, in the
governance around you. This is a great platform that allows you to B the change you want to C.
It is also an opportunity and a platform to serve the underprivileged masses and under-served
sections. So, Being the Voice of the Voiceless is another role that can and should inspire the
youth in our colleges towards this exam/job. This job also allows you to become Self-made and
Empowered. ANYONE CAN BECOME a civil servant with the right combo of intelligence,
diligence, motivation and strategy. So, if you come from humble backgrounds or from a weaker
section/gender/class - this is The Job that can empower you and you, in-turn, can empower
thousands and lakhs of common people. Be driven by that, be fired by that!

Make no mistakes though, this is a tough exam and so it should be too, for it gets you THE
TOP JOBS in the country. But hey, when the going gets tough, the tough gets going. So, tell
yourself “I’m willing to suffer today, for a better tomorrow”. They say those who sweat in
peace, don’t have to bleed in war. So, prepare yourselves adequately for this war - with the right
arsenal, the right strategy, the right work ethics and the right attitude. This exam is tough, but
not as tough as it is often made out to be. Dream big, create commensurate processes, believe in
your processes and believe in yourself! If your processes are right, the results are bound to be
right - sooner or later, in fact sooner rather than later!

Finally, I'll tell you what a teacher of mine at SRCC, my alma mater, had told everyone in our
passing out batch - make sure you get what you like, else you’ll have to like what you get.

Best of luck.

Jai Hind!



) Words That Matter

® Mr. Vimlok Tiwari (IRS, Assistant Professor)

The accomplishment of two glorious years of Dhairya and the release of a new edition
of its flagship project, Dhairya Times, fills me with both pride and a sense of deep
nostalgia. What began as a humble initiative has today grown into a space that
nurtures dialogue, fosters creativity, and builds a community of knowledge-seekers.
Each issue of Dhairya Times is not merely a compilation of information, but a
reflection of the passion, dedication, and vision of every member who contributes to it.

For me Serving as Convenor has been one of the most rewarding chapters of my life,
filled with learning, challenges, and the joy of creating something meaningful with a
dedicated team.As I now step away from academia to join the civil services, I am
deeply grateful to every member, contributor, and reader who believed in this initiative
and helped it flourish.



-~ Editor’s Note

Dhairya- The Civil Services society of our College are delighted to bring you the latest
edition of our monthly magazine “Dhairya Times: A quest for Horizon". In an era where
information moves fast, our goal is to help you pause, reflect, and understand the larger
picture behind the headlines.

Through Dhairya times: A quest for Horizon, We aim to provide you with a concise yet
comprehensive overview of the most relevant national and international developments shaping
India's governance, diplomacy and economy. This edition includes News, Highlights,

Editorial, Policies and Focus of the Month which is designed to help readers align current
® affairs preparation with general studies syllabus of Civil Services Examinations.

Key highlights of this month:
1. US Relations and the H-1B Visa Fee Hike GS Paper 2
2.Supreme Court on POSH Act and Political Parties GS Paper 2
3. Nepal’s Political Crisis GS Paper 2
4.India’s Trade Strategy Amidst US Uncertainty and EU Engagements GS Paper 2 & 3.
5. Natural Calamities in North and North-Western India GS Paper 1 & 3.
6.India’s Bilateral and Multilateral Diplomacy GS Paper 2.
7.Ladakh Unrest of 2025. GS Paper 2
8.GST 2.0 and India’s Green Development Pathway GS Paper 3.
9.Stubble Burning, Air Pollution, and the Supreme Court’s Suggestion GS Paper 2 & 3.
10. Strengthening Transparency through RTI GS Paper 2.

The editorial section features thought-provoking perspectives on governance, ethics, and
diplomacy — penned by students and mentors who bring fresh insights to contemporary
debates. Policy tracks key government schemes, Supreme Court judgments, and international
developments relevant to all GS papers. News Highlights capture significant political,
economic, and environmental developments that directly relate to GS Papers 1, 2, and 3.
From global diplomatic shifts to pressing domestic issues, our team has distilled complex
stories into clear insights for your preparation.

Warm regards

Editorial team

Dhairya- The Civil Services society
Bharati College
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quYg <kl FAfRai g |
1 RAdeR 2025

o MRA-H e
ETE FEahT s SCO fAReR gme= & garwsit A @) ok A+ rgufa
2ft fSp=fti 3 e R 2nifa 910 @9 ok ggatm e waat f 1 ag
vasfier fAgia Y ursfiresar &t gerfan
(GS Paper I :- Sia=RTE Taien)

« YR 41 T w= A9 R urferea™ & a1y a<it @ wRars fY amarsi &
HTgd e & fIQ Uget id “9Ra’ HHTS! Ferfera-l &1 T8 o @1 gl
(GS paper 2 - Tst-ifa =)

. faifeer =gforas 3 16T @Y & garait a& &Y 2027 & 3r9H i 18 A A 6
grdetf=en ugefi & foig SUR 33 R ggafa & &1
(GS paper 1- et 3R TIpfa)

« USIche TTed, Gk WRTT QASTI3iT St Thet § d18R ASfhdl &l et § |1 &l
I e §, A 2025 T THA FTHY RERR ST 81
(GS paper 1- 9IS T8, )

2 fRAdeR 2025

« WRA 3R ARET 7 gt fFuahia 3o a=1a & arasyg Herent & T
A=RIEE H Y W YT VAT ol 31 ch T G TST HER0T F fohar
gl
(GS paper 2- 3ia=RTET Haier)

« She TXHR TUTHHAT TR om0 31 i1 (PMGKAY) Y avften e 3@ @
arfer sratvg ATt o) geTak afsadt AnTa &t A forar ST 9k, Faife
= af 2026 & @rer TfsAd faw 2 @@ FRiE Fud uR &= T 8l
(GS paper 2 - &=/ GS paper 3 - st~ faavon)

1 RAdeR
AT givor

Suafat

ST 2025 #,
WRd 9 Ueh &1 98
# 2,001 &R UPI
aA R R a
AR £24.85 A
T ged & o, St

R4 & f2fSiest
fa<fa gfard e
# anTRenl & Tea
fayra =t garfar g1
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gg fUoa agk ) i @R SR s ara
quYg <kl FAfRai g |
3 RAdeR 2025

« ST 2025 # =grafd guig) gforan & Qarfags gi= & a1y, gat=a ey 7
34 ararefiant & @ dFaer gon Afgen <ararediar (Farmgfd d.dt. amren) dw g
(GS paper 1- IrsTifa)

« MRA & UuT=HEE 3 A Sf2ar 2025 7§ RT &1 ugar @eaft Sfidgaer —
farery 32-fae MATR’ &1 3FTERvT fahar, Sit Aficheaer srafasfar i fam
# YR 6l a1 § Yah Ageaquf Hiel &l TR g1

(GS paper 3- fasi= 3R witenfirhl)

. Y Qd yETpd @rer Iare fafd faere arfdezor (APEDA) & BHARATI
g I i g, Faert 3824 100 Tifi-ths wré s ot aaed= &eAT 3R 2030
ae 50 fafergs ster & wift-s Rafa & deg g1 s gl

( GS paper -3ifegaR 3R FHf)

« YRATT A19AT & uget ufNeror Tars (INS R, INS 21, 3R ICGS araf)
cieft & Y ufAeror daredt & forg oié Rreeifar, @i d ug, 9 wra
3R QA & oftr T Heiw AT gy

(GS paper 2 - SiARTENT Tadh)

4 RAdeR 2025

- 3if3en & Ashhre Fastia SRy i srgd uiRfRfadt ok angefas
AT h IRUT R ST AddH G919 JMARYYG g4 & fag NTCA hi st
e gl

(Gs paper 3 - afaror 3R g fafderar)

« STRETYT 50% Y Har | sifdras g a1fgg a1 8], 39 W agd R A =gt
TS &, ST A & J1E ITIaR el AR & i 3R at=a amared =
&g 9 gg ysars i ¢ s o et dar i Aifa & siggfRa sfagi (SCO)
3R srggfRIa si=etfaat (ST) wR i &y fovar s anfgul

(Gs paper 2 - TT-HIA)

AETH

VR &l AT Td
a7 & (SHgad)
TUE Ieig+1g &4
q e 71.86
feferas aa ugs
TaT1 ag foea ad
gt wgiA Y g
# 6.5% i gfeg
Zarfar 81
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gg fUoa agk ) i @R SR s ara
quYg <kl FAfRai g |
5 RAdeR 2025

. Hifa emat A erueft Ruté "w@fAsiRar & w1ey &t 3k g1l A A &t At
29 & orifaar o ant" St &
(Gs paper 3 - 3rfeaaem)

- FETTgR & gurEEt A vRa 1 SR R a1fds 60 aT & geifae el &
ST81 HATAT ST §ah, fach SR R4 ok AR 3 ome wiga &1 | o+
Y WA S1EiERt (CSP) & fag e widsa-gfena =iy v ggafa
A

(Gs paper 2 - ARSI Hae)

« AuTe & g A 2025 & fagifaa & gg SCO faer awies & ke i
rgafa oft fRaftin & ary frgea ur ge7 em, ok Aure & asfta g fi

gfe &
(Gs paper 2- SIARTEIT Haier)

6 fRAdeR 2025

« ST FAYHTHT 3 I5Y & hifin Iah &t [AafHda & & e aewm=
izt e (FRsr oiik RAffass) gy, 2025 uika O, sit aedt s
g3l &t aeaTsi 3R I Iah & Jgd uva Fi &@d gu sl
(GS paper 2 -21m94)

. 5 RdaR 2025 @t wgufa o) 75 3 =7, gducd aurgpwE i srad w®
Tgufa WA # I§ g ifta o sigicifer &1, [ wra 9 fAers Raa &
g & +ff 7T ST 2|

(GS paper 1 - YR GHIST 3R H¥pie)

. i 7t A aferarg & et REERAR (VOC) uié & YRa & ugett oié
3neniRa M= grggiv uraere uRRaisi=n o1 IgTed forar, fSaw ag ar e
gl Ui 9 a1 St W gISSioi &l SIS &hedT gl

(GS paper 3- fasi= 3R wtenfirhl)

AETH

5 fadeR
fteres RRaw

3fifasm 6t vuetie
X ag A uge
el gf3ar arex
W hifeaa |
wigemait &t 200
= uahet 31 500
Hiex goret kAl
e & wof
Ugeh Sfid|

10
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HHIR &g
HA

gg fUoa agk ) i @R SR s ara
qHa & sreIfhai g1

« AT & gUTHE A T 39 RAdeaR § IR o1 59 ER1 &), Sit
I IdH iRt A uger fadeft fZusfia aRr &
(GS paper -2 ARTE Haier)

7 fRAdeR 2025

« 23 FIF TRT R SHfAGET 2 fAdaR &l St Y 1)
(GS paper 2 - TSI )

- A G2 uiferet Rapd ftege gr1 =R Si+ia d uaifa gas sieaa=
¥ gd1 a1 & foh W=s WRa fAE (SBM) 3 @=sdr § gUR & A g
&R # Ayl Fft @ J 7eg A 1
(GS paper 2 - 29 ( GrdSiAe W@y srdgA, Hifa gum)

« YRAT TRHR 'INDIAsize' Ugd 3R VisioNxt dl=d e ST Tl &, fSaenT
IeT WRATT ARRE UhRT & U AT-highd AT M1 &, 99 &g
TSl ZRT IUANT fhy &I 3@ adu= MR 3iik fafeer sk A=l @ g
areht fohfe gwwarait &t g« forar s ahi
(GS paper 3 - fa=m= ik tieifahh)

8 fAdeR 2025

- BAIAE TXHR 7 A UR Ugd & dgd It e et 7 g ofik guf
forar @y Y €, fSraenT IE2a wRkal &t Al 2nifa, seT-srgemeE ok
HhRIHHAT & ATLOH § YA &A1 8l
(Gs paper 2 - 119 )

. fay @Ry @ew (WHO) 7 wifa forar g fos auiew (d@dhiute) s
SiRha f&iar o1 ardeie @y smurasrte (PHEIC) =8l &, aaifes affys
AT 3R Aldl A aR &t orrE g1
(GS paper 2 -3ia=RTEg Haie)

AETH

7 fRAdeR
CICIGEEGEGI

Iuafar

YRA 3 %
3iex-17 Afgenn
dfg=faa d sg &
d Ui 49 sfiaas
15 3iehl & ITY 3ich
arferent 7 ofif ==

gifae fahai

8 fad=R

qrerdar fRaa

11
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gg fUoa agk ) i @R SR s ara
quYg <kl FAfRai g |

« WRA o AR, 7 2070 T T G 3R FRT @ T A g, 916, BT
a9, IehaTd 3R Yehy STl Tl SHIFEHT &1 AT R @ 8, ad STeang-
ufaRtel g aistT1 Y dehrer SaFeRdr IUA gl W@ gl
(Gs paper 3-UgfaRoT 3R TUST Uaie )

9 RAdeR 2025

« YIRA 7 AoFR, fagr & A= greht ufar &y 2025 o wiga | hifkar i 4-1
Y g 1T =T f&ara sfia @
(GS paper 1- sports )

« MR 3R SoIR1SA A 78 feell # fZuefia Ader gusia (BIA) R gwaR fahy,
fogd vRa ok soRIEa & A @Al 3 g &

(GS paper 2- international relations )

« WRA SHQHE 2.0 AT &R @1 &, St Uoh I3T I GUR &, Tt 380 ©sd
& XA T, AFUTA ANTA hl HH AT 3HIR TRl Teieh IS
T ARaHRIOT & Ioirg Sfariiaies fAerTd ol urafAerdr 341 g1
(GS paper 3 - economy )

« AYH A YR T 2. WO §OITReT S 57 AT} & Iueiey F R T
et GHRIEH i e & g, [Fad adta Aarsi fY sigiwifemar sk T=usR
# Hitplae Hrishd A &1
(GS paper 1- YIRART &hell 3R THepfar)

- it AteraruTatt 1 B srganfea Tug Sie= 8 eI rd Harera &
" 31 aroft” deaTse ok QU WR §-gehete & wu A ST favar stro, s
STt iR U9 | St A uRuRTY ugd &Y st
(GS paper 1- MR TATS 3R Tepfar)

AETH

R 3 arag3 Hfifa
& dgd U= UgeT
T FrEhRSE
Aeadh A= faam
qg Ugd 344 Sid
Hienfidh ofik Sia-
faffmtor araraei
@M wud
T FA R
Fad
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AETH

HHIR &g
HA

gg fUoa agk ) i @R SR s ara
quYg <kl FAfRai g |
10 RAd== 2025

- F191 7 ¢ iafe uraur=i & Arend @ g urgeit & @A 3R THERI0T iR
frd=ror Thet o= R g, fad afYe Sanea ok RursfA iR ero+ft uas iR
AT e & gl
(GS paper 2- ARSI e )

« WRATT A Tl T Geh & = o (Aot & giest ufAeror de= 7 g
aret aguaita =0 anary "SITuTE 2025" # 9T | & fag e gan 1
(GS paper 2 - ARSI Haer )

- @Y. rergreoT 9 AR 2025 i g gATa | <arasf &t e i @
BUhR URA & 159 IuRTgufa g3 7 &1
(GS paper 2- HauTfAeh Ug 4R FAT9)

- g.&.—Ef3a1 ShrRgaar wrg—fa foist (UKIIFB), St f&dear 2024 # 3= frar
T AT, A Fied # s Ruld & 91 3ru+ft ugett afris #=rE, foad yrRa &
A si=n & d e & GRS a9 & fog fifara agermat & RwfRar
CaR ]

(GS paper 3 - economy )

« AUt & APufa IR disd A g L. 2wt it & st & a1
Ia= IeT-ifad sf2rifa @ 2 Gen-z Ue=iAT & o= erifagof darg & srdte
Hr gl
(Gs paper 2 - ARTEI Haier)

11 AR 2025

« 1303 "@fdem= denu= fRAdaer, 2025 A v 91 a1 399 3ifdes &K <11 g
SroRTet # AR 30 AT aen fgvraa 7 @ g w@fat (wemssh/aessht
gfgd) ol @d: g &1 A 81
(GS paper 2- IrT-Ife iR M)

10 fRAd=R

fasy g
Ahu™ foaw

Sudafedat

AT A AT
garé A 3
2025 # 26ai A

gifere foram

11 RdeR
I a1 Al

13
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HHIR &g
HA
gg fUsa Agt & I e 3R 311+ a1
guY <l TAfRai 8|

« IAEA (Sig=h T URAETY] fARI §wiT) 3R 19 A g Ageaygef awsiar frar
&, orad agd fRdfteret & uveTo] wiel i AR R @ s @A i ergafa

e 7€ &, foreed g1e & & gorraet 3k MR grell F arfaue gg @ lsh

mfAe g1 IuAfRrat
(GS paper 2 - 3ARTET Heieh)
: A | WRA &
12 AdeR 2025 Har &= Y gf 15
St e e e ot sl o 9 e g 0 || T o o
quia: et Wk Rifmfor mRFRIfRE = @ fmfor g &, R ateg, R TgH T
e, el ofte ffera e i ik i
(GS paper 2 - 3rfeuaa) Ak
digHaT Tga
. FaTd s e e (Seaemdet) 3 2025 F arfo gran wavst & 62.9 i T
R &< ofik Sat & g erguTer &t oaT TR & fag &t g demag 63.2 W
TS IR il 5 Ugeil T I 1Tk AR Y ASTIR & SFaeR TEH g™ T

& 8l
(GS paper 2 - ThedTOThRTRY ATSTHT)

« AR & gt Al e A aroRd o @R R, STgt uRa A
w@re, giardl i, T grem R fAen &t wear - ar 680 Afea=
MRET stk & fA2tw anffer Ghest hir giwom &

(Gs paper 2- SARTET aier)
13 f&daR 2025

- RrsmETTTT & e QR At fEsarg (1t 39 & ) o arisr wer A
fasaTe ugt3al ot gAwR! fY Ay urgpfae farraa el & sreurdt =t &
enfaet fovar mar g1
(Gs paper 1- MR TATS 3R THEpfa )

« UTfREdTE & UT=HS gt 2% 3 givon i g for arfersar= 2027 7 2|
TganT e (Tadtan) fAeRr awie i asart e ok 3
SHfARIRGT Sl FTAHTEE H AR R e o1 FA&er Rar g1
(Gs paper 2 - ARSI Hae)

14
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HHIR &g
HA

gg fUoa agk ) i @R SR s ara
qHa & sreIfhai g1

- A Uer A M AR a=usiia sivarvg | Hiat & fag A fa sa &
1 TERT HAgH R F91 & fAg Hiar T swrdeha = R g1
(Gs paper 3 - gafazor)

- oft It o, e A 12 RAdar 2025 & R4 & 153 IuRTgufa & &9 7 gy
o, Treufa ghadt g5 A 2ftf o= safhat fir sufRfa & agafa saa 4 38
Y fFemd)

(Gs paper 2 - TTHIfd 3R TER)

14 fAdeR 2025

« AT A 29,000 FRis @ Sifder hY uRaisAreit &1 3gre forar, =+
R &1 UgdT Si9-3meTRda Ira-vdata 9o ot enfae g1 59 uRats=raeit
T I YaiwR & | gAardl af ok el & ol Aviga =T 81
(Gs paper 2 - TT-Ifa 3R MTEH)

« YR 2027 # 948 # 5 ehite ME weitas 9fie hY asarHt 7
(Gs paper 2 - ARSI Hae)

15 fAdeR 2025

« IMRAT A YR &l "R 1" R Ran g, oA gre & J wRedta axgai
W 50% ¢R% o g, e WRa & 3= AT Qe IR 959 fR | = 8l

T8l
(GS paper 3 - 3rfeaawm)

- HaTed ATaTera | wferd Are] &Y T 88,417 & Helhifereh I=I TR W Ugd
TS &, STafeh =araTera 34 =umanehien i srot guf wiega emar wR wrd &R T@T
21 (GS paper 3- )

. i e1f<h ey g1« € # ersumae weer Y Raim ardt # smafaa forar
T g MR 341 H TR R ZRT T I=-diear arer &sita ufaor
31Ty gl
(GS paper 3 - ?&1T)

AETH

TS &
UICICICGIRAEL L
q wrsfaal & fag
HRd <l ugef
T ¢ srepTeHt
@1 IgTeA fahar
™I

14 RAdR
IEARCT L

15 fAdR
CICTLERCGE
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16 fRAd=R 2025

« YR & U H: '@ I, 2k yRarR ifva= o 89 utwor A1g h1
YURH &t
(GS Paper I1: TTR4A, SedT0T TISTETY, AT HR IS &8 & g&aaiy)

« ¥RE 2027 & 99 & ufad e M afYa fAar g« (Coast Guard
Global Summit — CGGS) & ASTaT= M| g ATATSTH R dereleh g
&Y wqut STt & | et g
(GS Paper 11 - SaRTERT 9 3R WRA &l yfAHT)

« ifa AT 7 SR thiear ¥k ga & oidfa ‘faerfaa wRa & fag garg
AT IR ‘Thiear ¢ RuifSiedy &Y g&aema A g1
(GS paper - 111 fas= g uienfih)

17 RAdeR 2025

« IENT 3R 3ridRe R dau= faunt (rdtengamddl) e (YRd wrésia
ATeloT Yoy AOd) df—g e & g duR &, S 9Ra & wréam
WeHAE |

(GS Paper 3 - 3nfdes A, sitenfies ifd, ok wréemm)

. gofifAad gy wr, uum=wsh AR A€ A v un fagayRar ot sehffain
I aiTe & forg gwaraa R
(GS Paper 1 - WR<TT sfagr ik gie™)

« YRE 3 ST, =iAR iR faaaam &) a=dia 9graar ueE &1 & fag
TR T4 3 fohar g , St 9ft g anft @ o g @ iR wu
guifad g1

(GS Paper 2 — iaRigha dae)

AETH

16 fRAdeR
fagy sisi=

LRI

WRd A u¥g gRa
HESCERERE K]

UR AT UgeT
weer fAffa gla
HESGERDE B (S
forar ag afkatsEr
=3 Fell uRadqa
3R it grenm &
Reand g
Hgeaqul #eH g
g SHia1ed 949 R
fAaRar &t oft Fm
At

16




BIR .
L)

DHAIRYA TIMES ==

ISP

HHIR &g
HA

gg fUoa agk ) i @R SR s ara
quYg <kl FAfRai g |

« YRR AT AETHNR AT a1 dhgs (MY SN MERH) 3 WRA & o0
anfie & (§5513) & [Og "udhipd AgITR Swif gead" @i-a fhar g, Sit
T St ST FI AR e dr 1 Gt & gl
(GS Paper 3 - fas= 3R vieiifirhl)

18 fAd«R 2025

. TXHR gd AT3NarE) g fqR (S<Te) & w3er fgew d gah Far sie
g Yoot wIfd ¥, sigi Hemrdigw, Stemsht, wiert ik a1 gferw g«
oY ufAeror feam semm
(GS paper 3- 3fidier grem)

« YR A GRATY hi gATR! A gy e=igz I (2025-26 T3) & fag
fAeRe & & amifhd fhar g, Sua dwnfaa ®u @ st gt 7 27
YT &l SASTR GH gl S|
(GS paper 1- H¥pfa 4R farTae)

- QHGHSTRE 7 Yardia et dreEt i @t ok a4t 7 it @ & fag

yardta St or At i (2025) 3= Fh
(Gs paper 2- SRR} iferan)

19 RAd=ER 2025

« WRA 2027 # 9493 | Uiad dexerash dffe @R 9@« (CGGS) &Y Avart
&, S WRATT dexeia g (ICG) 6 wof St & sraaR R raifSid farar
ST A | =@t CGGS # forar man g Aol siasfdia @) wgai & wra
% Aqa &l a=rfar g1

(GS Paper 2 3icRighg Gdd)

- 3isr wer i fasaren ugtf2al ofik W 7 fEearg (emer 3 & &) &Y ARt
f Ay eRier =l 6t sreurdt g 7 anfae foran mar &, St 39 gren ok
Hreror i 32 F ga Agayuf weH 81
(GS Paper 1MRdTa farTaa g dwpfa)

WRA 3R €G<h
g A TYH F
AfYe uget" &
d8d IR &/¥dT
fAwfor aRatsad
= il g9
gRatsETe a1
Ie 2 af Y fdror
221 & gad faa
«1eal &l uTd A
# ggradr AT gl
3R gf@yur-zfaror
Tgah 3R YRd
hi afYs Aqeanrdt
AT &t 3R
AT AT 8
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« STt 21f<h HETd A U IS ST & gahT @ 92 Reelt § avu=w dare
AL [UTGAT G vl AT fohar 'fwfaa 1 & e wra' fawa

R Hfed 39 guiaa & 22 wsul & 75 ufafda aru=i 3 fgwar &
(GS Paper 2 94, SR&R 6 Hifaat v srat=a)

« YR siaRer Srgau §aA (38RY) A U M Azt J offq-siifae
afffRim ok Sorgfeit (OOSR) aerient # fAstwar T areft dhufAat ot
gfehg ©9 @ A & 6 alsr=r hH aivon & g, S sialker fRRar ok
R Iuurg Iuwifiar fi fen & wRa & vl & g Agayuf wed gl
dTTeiR # Siffdeqs aRieds i 7% srgHu™ e fasrra gfaen & sgrea &
TR R AT Y, IEA & reded 1. dff. ARTAUH A ag a1 Fgll
(GS Paper 3 fasm ik vtenfadh)

20 RAdeR 2025

. fER & grawsh fdter FaR 3 g Rga @d agraar < g o
faear foram Ig1R 2025 & SRR garasit & forg ges = fa=fta agraar

TISTT Y gy &Y | 39 TTAT1 1 3827 fRAur=asT gamal @ uge fafda
gar3il ht LAH T R AR & raTRl &l TJgmar 341 81

(GS Paper 2 9+, G¥R & Hifaat va smaf=a)

. TRJ AT G2ARF URAR AU (THGATHUIT) &1 IURH 17 RAdarR 2025 &t
UHTHAT AR 7S ZRT fohar a1 ag vRda | afg«rsi ok a=ai & fag gad
TST WY AT FIRAHA g1 59 ATATTT &1 I22T 227 W= | Afgenait iR
Tl & forg T dar Y g, quret R STEdRaT § GUR A 81
(GS paper 2 HedIUTRRI TISHEN)

« SOR1 & 3reme Y. AR A wwon fi fk venE-gam aref-ara Aie,
A, R 2025 & oid d A uRTSHT & AaRigd udteror A
# IgE W1 gg e i Rt & forg 400 fretsier i s & agsai &t
Hor SR It TRfda arut gRAfRa o & wra & dga K Rand g

AgIqU hed gl
(GS Paper 3 a5 3R witegifieh)

AETH

WRA A9 3
uiiae 17A & dgd
sy e @
A9 Tah e
iR, INS feaf
ot anfae foram
weer fAfifa ag
STgTST MR &t
T 2rfeh o e
STHAAHRAT &t
e gl
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- el AFEFE 7 63,000 ST agd Tidl 3R srhiaf et § ST

THEME] & I & forg gl ST I3 am sifvarE ot ds &
(GS Paper 2 T, heATUTRRT TISTHIG)

21 fAdeR 2025

« URA A 3IYAT UgeAT BIRE ¢oh 3MAUMM-gRS Taek W (THAIE-EEd) dra

fran 2 , Forgent 3220 S=a-Ae-aof anfval (gagasegand), s, samariat sik
R & uarst AnTRen! (siHiens) & fog @R st uswhor ue= &A1 81

(GS Paper 2 19, TR i Hifaar)

. 91 2024 &, QR & FATF & guf sifddeq & wRd ot A v=-2nite Aeht
HIhI & GIY "'ITT TR I deh-1ch! SITUTA" UTed heA & fg ar=ar & |
uRd it "Fraffa srgadt" soft & @@ mar, St FATF gRt 9at=a e ¢, Sad
g goh, WhiF R FTe! S G-20 321T & G1Y Ag SIf UTed e areft GepdTs Ui
Ty srfagawn 99 1) (GS
Paper 2 3iaRTga dae)

« WRA 7 YT UGl BIRE ¢oh SMAUAA-TRS ¢aeik UIUTH (YHETSTE-EIEd) dra
frar 2 , e I3 S=a-Ae-adf aafnal (Tagas=ygand), Hidan, amuaiat ik
URA & varst anTRel (eifiens) & faw @Ra smas uswnor ueH #RAT 81
(GS Paper 2 - 1199)

22 fAdeR 2025

« ¥RA 9 76,000 S TG & Gifichsaex sf3ar A & agd 10 SfidsaeR
fRmfor ofik srdiaelt uRaisneit ot dsi €t ¢, stafes R fasme= 7 d<h e @t
£ 3R Ra A afYer fAg fasi===i &1 20% fg=ar 81

(GS Paper 3 fas iR vtenfadhy )

 WTRA U URTR HedT0T HATed 2 91T ¢ foh 39 79 Y 20 aa a6 @1
AR} Gk UREAR AT & dgd 327 W # 2.83 &g € urer @rey fafar
maifara frg 11 & &1 17 RAdeaR &t 37 gu 39 sifar § @@ wra A & &t
WY iR & S T & ok el afgend, a2 ok uRaR s @y
31l o1 AT IST | &l

(Gs paper 2 - TheTOThRIRY TISTHT)

AETH

21 fRAdaR

K rGLEL b
GE: |

Su«fear
hilg @y
AT & 3iafa
AT 31T Qd Hddh
UARIYUT a9
(NOTTO) ZRT
S arftfes Ralé &
SJUR, WRA A
2024 & Repis di
18,900 3T
UARIyoT fhg,
fad ag gt oim
UarRgor § fagy
TR R AR wE=
R gl s RuiE A
g W wgrmaT 8
for wra Shifaa
14T 317 UARIgoT
d fagy # sruoft a9
™ 81

22 fAdar
Teng Raa

(hER AT ar

ST
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23 @Ad=R 2025

« TRAR 7 22 R{dR, 2025 @ Ssfgwét 2.0 @ frar, 9 wRa & g w560 3
"Shead T=a Iaa” 9 far 81
(GS paper 3 - rfagawn)

« JEATTY Yehhd &I W (AT AMT5310H) A 78 Reeft # d@g=h uRare=
gHter ok Gedaich (HIR) FRIsHH T JHRH T
(GS paper 3-&iT - GReIT FAaai, & gt 3R i uge)

- Hididisft it 2023 Fr Ruié | gar gean g fh wra d ugfRa 7€ el i

T 815 (2022) & AUt A gier 807 (2023) gt 7S g, 3R "urufAehdr-1" aet

Fo gl d depiel GQUR &Y Smaachdr gl
(GS Paper 3 -uafazor)

24 RAd«R 2025

« heIfeeh A A FiY S FATS 519.60 Hiex T TETh 524.256 Her A &1
U far &, e st amdr 173 duadt @ geaw 300 Soad g et
(GS Paper 3 -ugfazor)

« WRA AHAEER 2025 | A U | Yah A AA-Tar giA 3 ‘ahies wré
ST 3
(GS Paper 3 - 3811 — GRe1T gHIfaar, &1 dart oik i uge)

- Tty fAren w:it enfy o A Rl wRa fesuta 2025 &1 Ry R

g UEH AR hIdchH Thel BTHET # TIHTHGAT 3R GHSIT-THTYUT i
! ToTar a1 ¢ 3R T2 UM W AragiRe da & uidTied &dr gl

(GS Paper 2 - ftet1, a4 damyA A, e @ e Hifaat ok uge)

« MRd < ugd faaft zem fAffmior 9= &1 Igres yRa o & w3ft ik 39k
HIRaeh! & GHHET AdIh el 2 R, ARt 7 fRami
(GS Paper 3 - R8T — gR& FAIfaaT, &1 dart 3iR orifas)

23 fAdar

s

Suafear

Hifa smatm A
3t gt sraaR
Ruté & a1y vyRa
Faifaees Aifafard
g3 (IEMI) 5t
o sremma &
URA & 200 3RT
SieRR & &t IR
T SIFHTH T
T 81 Ig TSl Al
gl 3rg== | warfar
TR FoR WG4 3R
W= nfafiear &t
JeTaT &7 J HeE

HATI
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25 [RAdeR 2025

. Ag, FETA ® IS &1 it 3R B8 AT a1 g=if 27 i A Y Ao Faw
fa_Yer weef= & =R i & | 81 71 3R 30 @ 3ifdes & uTae g 1al
(GS Paper 2 YR €@fdum, ma+ R AsHifaE 98)

- el wiAHEe & WRa & STeret fAnfor siik T & &t gasiifaa o & fag
69,725 S FUA & Gkt i Hopdl &1, S farratoron, err, wienfehr sfiz
GURI ot doT1 & fIg 4-w9 gfewmior wR selRa g1

(GS paper 3- srfeaawm)

« RA 7 3A-MUTRA Aiagd di-ar 9 AfA-u1gH 7eg gl 6 AAsa &1 awa
ueror foRa, Sit 31t avg &1 uge |Al-a g1 ag WrHifaes Rares emar &
Aifafad 3k fBura (stealth) &t FETaT €1

(GS Paper 3 &1 — gRei gAifaar, & dardt iR i uge)

. ggfeRuIfaEl A sifasn fY uiRfRIfaes w0 @ T AR ugifzal &
e gdes ik Awfor aRgieraredt ur fRiar sare &, foad Sa fAfduar

& @A g @8l
(GS Paper 3 -ugfazor)

26 fAdeR 2025

- ATETHIEA fagy TReror e 2025 (g uteh) A Tah vara uria fovar e
AfAEATg & Ut |WTE § WIRA & uge g wxeror Rerd it 9 sia fafdear
a1 & fAIQ Uek afYes Afse & w0 & ar=aar & 1)

(GS Paper 3 -uafazur)

« YR arg |41 (3MEQTH) 7 sftu=iRes w0 | sru= sifaw &t fAn-21 arg=it
- e 23 GU 3R FeR 3 FieRT - T GarfAgd o an, @ sg s d g
T 39 g1 T

(GS Paper 3: I&1T — GRe1T gHaal, &1 dORY 3R 0T uge)

25 fadaz

qrai|as =1y
feag

R4 9 fige [,
TR | 39+ Uga
iRty fa=fig
Q4T chg, &1 IZeA
feram

26 RAdGER

fa
mfﬁz?uas
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« UUTH TR wiEY Y eremerar # wfwzse 3 2021-26 i srafr & fag
¥2277.397 i & ulkeaa & Gy "erar fAafor sk A SHrYE A
TR YT IE IR/ IMENR TISTT Aot & &1 g1

(GS paper 3- fasm= iz ienifiehn)

« VR STAEER 2025 Fi & | 3 R FISeR-3H fAew wR FHfga sron
Y ST Y A= AT e h g daR §1 s €I A & 59 I
| 1, 9T 3R arg I anfae gitft

(GS paper 3- X&iT gReiT gHIfaal, & dart o i uge)

« X&IT HATTT 7 62,000 TS U T 31fdes it anTa § 97 a9 Ste faaei &

@iE & fog Tagee & 91y gHEid R gweR fhal
(GS paper 3 - &I GR&AT FAIaal, &1 Uy 3R FuT-ifas uge)

27 RAdeR 2025

« BIeR & I YR FUY i gTferar wHSIR TR SATUR &g 3R
g 321 vag & wRo §, St dffYe fasfta adt & @ror ok oft s 7€ 81
(GS paper 3- 3rfema=)

« TGY HATAT A QIHTFIHTEC AT H U1 g T Ugell Yehlghd IRI-gaTH
e "TaTe"" Fi-a R, St e RifRaar =Rt & g emygdy, g eik
anyfAes Rfehea & af@isor & g fie &1 uer 81

(GS Paper 3 €RY — WA ITHIHAN)

« WRd TR 7 AR, ATTHE 3R UM U2 & §o fgwdl § 93 ad
(fastw arfera) srfafaas, 1958 (AFSPA) &t 3RTH B8 "l & fag ger fRan
gl

(GS paper 3 - ?&1)

WRASI T3ATE Al

STt A Pl
22 YR vmarert
Hwrguadaa &
fore fomar T ag
gt s
wraTeft & warE da
Ugd o TeTaT Ia
f2fSiee guE=
& gerdt g1 3R
WRd & QaIs
uiRfRafa<h a1
3R Gitpfas
fafaear &t oz
AT el gl

27 fAdaz

Oy gdea
a9qg
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28 fAdeR 2025
- AEafa gud) 9 A germane 7 AR RS Ryfeeraa & 219 Saniq awrig

# W foram
(GS paper 2 — IS 3R M)

- e |t A 27 AR, 2024 ot AT SRR wdes uge & fawd & &u
# e A ik udfet €Y uge &= fi
(Gs paper 2 - GXhRI Hifaar)

- &g TR fa=ita adf 2024-25 6 g SAE (SragER-ATE) # 'Tiavd A4
' S ek 20,000 T FUA T
(Gs paper -31fcaaT)

29 fRAdeR 2025

. AT YRa1m 9 (Figagw), TR & FgahT |, WRd & ufYHt ik gt Hwmeit
R AR e[ & oy ER-ANeE g4 faaffa R w1 8l
(GS paper 2- 119, R&1T)

« URA & M9 aeere sraahR Red (Ramae uarn) ot 373 srsehidt-gagsh
T3 # gt & Ay Aead oife sratehiar Rerd (ssquadiem) d enfas
o T 81
(GS paper -3 gafazor)

« WRA A gaI3 | 2025 & HIS-d J gifched™ vt gerane Repid 9ai gfrar &g
f&ara sfiam
(GS paper 1 - @)

STAQR J Gk WA
e & AfAenT
Ayt it AT
gfaes gf2am 2025

T dTST Ug=TaT
TgT| 9 319 Jdar
q g1 areht afge

g gfaad
ufaaifar § ura
&1 ufafafda
Cagil|

29 fade=
fasy gea Raw
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- g1 &1 & gt /A1 7 ofif2an & ARYeT A st & ord sradt 9HRg
& R fleagaua & @it 457 Wk ) A== foham1 39 dfa & 91,
WRA tu=nies U @ I gfAar 321 Y gt J nfAe gt mar g S 39916,
witea, Zfaror s ok @i & e wieg AR fAfawtor emag €

(GS paper 3- fasm= ik vienifieh)

30 A9 2025

« WRA & T A EFTeE g & 20 it TS 2nifa uara @1 @ e faar
3R =& ufyw vfdrar & Sefeprfares 2rifa 1 ant aamn
(GS paper 2- ARSI Hae)

« MR af Yk GU TG | UUH AT R 1 §31T 8, a1 fargy & smgfef &
T 25% hT RIS T 81
(GS paper 3- (3rfegawn): Hf¥)

» AT o Ul SARERT Y " ATehTHRAT" & STaTd | TuTdehT i fRafa
G &R R AR R 2@ §, Fifen srRehY A= = wiere dagyen & g
Hinrait ol T @ T g ofik gguldl &l a-Td @ e g1
(GS paper 2- faZsr Hifa iz afyes wrret)

AETH

Sufeat

WRd 7 22 3R
2025 @ shieTehrdr
# 3qa uget
3isarer At ¥
WS &l IgTeA
foham| sizvarex Agt
gTasT 3R
ShITehTdT &l STSdt
&, S a1, gafazor
& g 3R
Yy ardsiAe
gRag UgH &Rt
gl
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US RELATIONS AND THE H-1B VISA FEE HIKE

Introduction
« The H-1B visa program has long been a vital $100,000 fee for new H-1B visas for skilled Indian

professionals seeking employment opportunities in the United States, particularly within the
Information Technology (IT) and technology sectors. A coalition of unions, employers, and
religious groups filed a lawsuit on Friday seeking to block Trump's bid to impose a $100,000 fee.
However, the recent increase in H-1B visa fees by the U.S. administration has sparked
significant concerns regarding the accessibility of this program and its implications for India-
U.S. bilateral relations. The fee hike not only affects individual professionals but also has
broader ramifications for the economic and diplomatic ties between the two nations.

Impact on Indian IT Professionals:

« The increase in H-1B visa fees directly impacts the cost of employment for Indian IT workers in
the U.S. The H-1B program allows companies to employ foreign workers in specialized jobs,
offering 65,000 visas each year, plus an extra 20,000 for those with advanced degrees. These
visas are valid for three to six years. Last year, India received the most H-1B visas, with 71% of
the total, and China followed with 11.7%. Higher fees translate to increased financial burdens
on both employers and employees, which may discourage mid-level professionals from pursuing
opportunities abroad. This shift could significantly affect career trajectories, as many skilled
workers may opt to remain in India rather than face the financial hurdles associated with
migrating to the U.S. Moreover, the increase in fees could lead to a reduction in the overall
number of H-1B visas issued, further limiting the ability of Indian professionals to access the
U.S. job market. The ramifications of this fee hike extend beyond immediate financial concerns,
as it could alter the dynamics of the labour market in both countries.

Bilateral Relations b/w India and US:
The implications of the H-1B visa fee hike extend into the realm of international diplomacy and
trade relations.

« India views this increase as a significant barrier to the mobility of its skilled workforce, which
may strain the already complex diplomatic ties between the two nations.

« As the U.S. adopts a more protectionist stance toward its domestic labour market, India may
perceive this as a challenge to its economic interests and a step back from the collaborative spirit
that has characterized their bilateral relationship.

This situation presents an opportunity for India to engage diplomatically with the U.S. government
to address these concerns. By fostering dialogue, India can advocate for a more balanced approach
that recognizes the mutual benefits of skilled workforce mobility. Strengthening diplomatic channels
could lead to negotiations that ensure the continued flow of talent between the two countries,
ultimately benefiting both the U.S. economy and India’s skilled professionals.

Indian Economy and IT Sector:

« The implications of the H-1B visa fee hike also resonate within the Indian economy, particularly
in the IT sector. A decrease in the number of Indian professionals able to migrate to the U.S.
could adversely affect IT export revenues, which have become a cornerstone of India’s economic
growth. If fewer professionals can secure employment abroad, the potential for reverse

migration may increase, leading to a boost in domestic employment and skill utilization.
BBIR
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« This shift could have a dual effect:
while it may hinder the immediate
prospects of Indian professionals
seeking opportunities overseas, it could
also encourage the development of a
more robust domestic IT industry.
Furthermore, the H-1B visa fee hike
serves as a wake-up call for India to
bolster its own IT infrastructure and
enhance global competitiveness.

Conclusion

« The H-1B visa fee hike underscores the
intricate relationship between the
United States and India, highlighting
the need for India to navigate this
challenge diplomatically while also
focusing on its own economic
development. As the U.S. continues to
grapple with its labour market
dynamics, India must advocate for the
rights of its skilled professionals while
simultaneously investing in its
domestic IT sector. The future of
India-U.S. relations will depend on the
ability of both nations to find common
ground that promotes workforce
mobility and fosters economic growth.
Balancing these interests will be crucial
in maintaining a strong and mutually
beneficial partnership in the years to
come.
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SUPREME COURT ON POSH ACT AND
POLITICAL PART'ES Broader Social Implications

Introduction « The Supreme Court's stance on the
+ The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) POSH Act and its application to
Act, 2013, commonly known as the POSH Act, represents a significant legislative effort to political parties has broader social
address and prevent sexual harassment in the workplace. The Act mandates the implications. It sends a strong message

that no organization, regardless of its

establishment of Internal Complaints Committees (ICCs) in organizations with more than : ;
nature or influence, is above the law

ten employees to investigate complaints of sexual harassment. While the POSH Act's
primary focus is on the formal workplace, its implications extend to various sectors,
including political parties. The Supreme Court's interpretations and rulings on the Act have
further clarified its scope and applicability, particularly concerning the responsibilities of
political parties.

when it comes to protecting women's
rights. By holding political parties
accountable, the Court promotes gender
equality and challenges the patriarchal
norms that often exist within these
organizations. This, in turn, can lead to

Legal Perspective a more inclusive and respectful political

« From a legal standpoint, the POSH Act defines the "workplace" broadly, encompassing any culture. The effective implementation of
place visited by the employee during the course of employment, including transportation the POSH Act in political parties can
provided by the employer. Dismissing the petition, a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India also empower women, encouraging
B.R. Gavai questioned the submissions made on behalf of petitioner-advocate M.G. them to participate more actively in
Yogamaya by senior advocate Shobha Gupta and advocate Sriram Parakkat that political politics without fear of harassment.
parties came within the definition of ‘employer’ under the Act. The Supreme Court has Furthermore, it sets an example for
consistently emphasized the importance of creating a safe and respectful environment for other sectors, demonstrating the
women, which necessitates the strict implementation of the POSH Act across all sectors. The importance of creating safe and

Court's rulings have highlighted the liability of employers, including political parties, to respectful workplaces for all.

ensure compliance with the Act. The petition had sought a declaration from the court that
“political parties are bound to follow the procedure for protection of women in the
workplace under the POSH Act”.

Conclusion
« The Supreme Court's interpretation of
the POSH Act, particularly its
application to political parties, is a
crucial step towards ensuring the safety
and dignity of women in all spheres of
life. By holding political parties

Governance Implications and Challenges
The application of the POSH Act to political parties has significant governance implications. It
necessitates the institutionalization of mechanisms to prevent and address sexual harassment

within these organizations. Political parties must establish ICCs, which should be independent accountable and promoting awareness,
and impartial, to investigate complaints. the Court's stance contributes to a
The implementation of the POSH Act in political parties poses several challenges are: broader social transformation,

« There is a need for awareness and sensitization among party members, including leaders and empowering women and fostering a
workers, about the definition of sexual harassment and the importance of a safe work more inclusive political culture. The
environment. effective implementation of the POSH

« The political nature of these organizations can create obstacles, as internal investigations Act in political parties is not only a legal
might be influenced by political considerations or power dynamics. requirement but also a moral

« There may be a lack of resources or expertise within political parties to effectively implement imperative, essential for upholding the

the Act principles of justice and equality.

Overcoming these challenges requires a commitment from political parties to prioritize the
safety and dignity of women, ensuring that the ICCs are truly independent and that complaints
are handled fairly and transparently.

AIR
Q‘6 PQ

o 2
LD DHAIRYA TIMES | 26




Focus ol the
month

NEPAL'S POLITICAL CRISIS

Introduction

. Nepal, a landlocked nation nestled in the Himalayas, has long been a theatre of
political upheaval, its history marked by monarchical rule, armed conflict, and a
turbulent transition to democracy. This instability is deeply rooted in the country's
complex social fabric, ethnic diversity, and the influence of external powers. The
recent political landscape has been characterized by frequent government changes,
power struggles, and a lack of consensus on key policy issues, thereby posing
significant challenges to the nation's progress and stability.

The current crisis

. Nepal is largely defined by a deadlock between political factions, primarily stemming
from disagreements over constitutional amendments, federalism, and the distribution
of power. The political landscape is fragmented, with numerous parties for influence,
often leading to unstable coalition governments. Corruption, weak governance, and a
lack of accountability have further exacerbated the situation, eroding public trust and
hindering effective policy implementation. Nepalese people, mainly youth, protest
against the government it's also known as Genz protest.

. Governance challenges include frequent changes in leadership, policy paralysis, and a
lack of long-term vision. Public dissent is growing, with protests and demonstrations
becoming increasingly common, reflecting widespread dissatisfaction with the
political system. The economy suffers as a result of political uncertainty, with
investors hesitant to commit to long-term projects, impacting economic growth, job
creation, and poverty reduction efforts.

The regional and international dimensions
. Nepal's political instability are significant. India, sharing a long border with Nepal,

has historically played a crucial role in the country's political affairs. India's influence
is viewed with both appreciation and suspicion, with some Nepalese perceiving it as
interference in their internal affairs. China's growing influence in Nepal is also a key
factor, with Beijing investing heavily in infrastructure projects and seeking to
strengthen its strategic ties. This has created a complex geopolitical dynamic, with
both India and China vying for influence in the region.

Policy Options for India
- India has several policy options to navigate the complex situation in Nepal.
Diplomatic engagement remains essential, with India needing to maintain open
channels of communication with all political actors, fostering dialogue, and

promoting consensus-building.
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Economic cooperation can be
strengthened through increased
trade, investment, and
infrastructure development, thereby
supporting Nepal's economic
growth and creating jobs. India can
also play a crucial role in
supporting democratic institutions,
including free and fair elections,
strengthening the judiciary, and
promoting good governance.

Conclusion
« The political instability in Nepal

poses significant challenges to its
development and stability. India's
role is critical in fostering a stable
and prosperous Nepal, which is
essential for regional peace, trade,
and security. India must adopt a
strategic balancing role, promoting
dialogue, supporting democratic
institutions, and fostering economic
cooperation.
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INDIA'S TRADE STRATEGY AMIDST US
UNCERTAINTY AND EU ENGAGEMENT

Introduction

. India's trade landscape is currently at a critical juncture, characterized by both
challenges and opportunities. The uncertainties surrounding US trade policies and the
growing engagement with the European Union (EU) necessitate a strategic
recalibration of India's trade approach. This essay will delve into the complexities of
India's trade environment, analysing the challenges posed by the US, the opportunities
presented by the EU, and the strategic responses India must adopt to ensure
sustainable economic growth and safeguard its economic sovereignty.

Challenges with US Trade

« The relationship between India and the United States, while historically strong, has
faced several hurdles in recent years. The imposition of tariffs on certain Indian goods
by the US, coupled with uncertainties surrounding the H-1B visa program, has created
an environment of import-export uncertainty. These measures have directly impacted
Indian exporters, particularly in sectors like pharmaceuticals, textiles, and information
technology. Furthermore, the protectionist tendencies in US trade policies pose a
significant challenge to India's ambition to increase its exports and integrate further
into the global value chains. These issues necessitate a proactive approach from India
to mitigate the adverse effects and safeguard its trade interests.

Opportunities with EU

« In contrast to the uncertainties with the US, the EU presents significant opportunities
for India. The ongoing negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) hold the
potential to boost bilateral trade, reduce tariffs, and enhance market access for Indian
goods and services. The EU's large and diverse market offers avenues for
diversification, reducing India's dependency on a single market. Moreover, the EU is a
major source of foreign direct investment (FDI), and increased engagement can unlock
further investment opportunities in various sectors, including infrastructure, renewable
energy, and technology. Strengthening ties with the EU can thus contribute to India's
economic growth and resilience.

India’s Trade Policy Responses

« In response to these challenges and opportunities, India must adopt a multifaceted
trade policy. A key focus should be on strengthening domestic production through
initiatives like "Make in India," which aims to boost manufacturing and reduce import
dependence. Export promotion strategies, including the provision of incentives and the
simplification of trade procedures, are crucial to enhance India's competitiveness in
global markets.
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TRADE DEAL

« Building supply chain resilience is also
essential, particularly in sectors
vulnerable to disruptions. India's trade
strategy must also be informed by
geopolitical and economic
considerations.

« Strengthening partnerships with
countries in the Indo-Pacific region, as
well as with emerging economies, can
create a more balanced and resilient
trade portfolio. This diversification will
not only enhance economic security but
also provide India with greater leverage
in international trade negotiations.

Conclusion

« India's trade strategy must be
pragmatic and adaptable to navigate
the complex global environment.
Leveraging the opportunities presented
by the EU, while addressing the
challenges posed by the US, is crucial.
Strengthening domestic capacity,
promoting exports, and building supply
chain resilience are key priorities.
Furthermore, a diversification strategy
that balances geopolitical and
economic interests will safeguard
India's economic sovereignty and
ensure sustainable growth. By adopting
a strategic and forward-looking
approach, India can position itself as a
major player in the global trade arena
and achieve its economic aspirations.
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NATURAL CALAMITIES IN NORTH AND
NORTH-WESTERN INDIA

Introduction

« North and North-West India, a region marked by diverse geographical features, is highly
susceptible to a range of natural disasters. The area encompasses the towering Himalayas, the
fertile plains of the Indus and Ganges River systems, and the arid landscapes of the Thar Desert.
This geographical diversity, while contributing to the region's rich biodiversity and agricultural
productivity, also makes it vulnerable to natural calamities such as floods, earthquakes, and
droughts. The interplay of tectonic activity, climate patterns, and human activities further
exacerbates these risks, necessitating a comprehensive understanding of the threats and effective
disaster management strategies.

The region experiences various types of calamities, each with distinct characteristics and impacts:

« Floods: The states of Punjab and Haryana, known for their agricultural lands, are frequently
affected by floods. These floods are primarily caused by the overflowing of rivers like the Sutlej,
Beas, and Ravi during the monsoon season. The flat terrain and inadequate drainage systems
compound the problem, leading to widespread inundation, damage to crops, and displacement of
populations.

« Earthquakes: Himachal Pradesh, situated in the seismically active Himalayan region, is prone to
earthquakes. The collision of the Indian and Eurasian tectonic plates makes this area highly
vulnerable. Earthquakes of varying magnitudes occur regularly, posing significant threats to life
and infrastructure. The rugged terrain and remote locations often hinder rescue and relief efforts.

« Droughts: Rajasthan, characterized by its arid and semi-arid climate, is susceptible to droughts.
The region receives low rainfall, and water scarcity is a persistent challenge. Prolonged dry spells
can lead to crop failures, water shortages, and economic hardship. The impact of droughts is
particularly severe on agriculture and the livelihoods of the rural population.

Several factors contribute to the occurrence and severity of these calamities:

« Climate Change: The changing climate patterns have led to increased variability in rainfall,
causing more intense and erratic monsoon seasons, which, in turn, lead to increased flooding.
Climate change also contributes to the melting of glaciers, increasing the risk of glacial lake
outburst floods (GLOFs) in the Himalayan region.

« Unplanned Urbanization: Rapid urbanization and infrastructure development in vulnerable areas
have increased the exposure of populations and assets to natural hazards. Construction in
floodplains and seismically active zones without proper planning and building codes exacerbates
the impact of disasters.

« Deforestation: Deforestation in the Himalayan region has led to soil erosion and reduced the
capacity of the land to absorb water, increasing the risk of floods and landslides.

« Himalayan Tectonics: The ongoing tectonic activity in the Himalayas makes the region prone to
earthquakes. The collision of the Indian and Eurasian plates results in the accumulation of stress,
which is periodically released in the form of earthquakes.

The impact of these calamities is far-reaching and affects various aspects of life:

« Human Lives: Natural disasters result in the loss of human lives and injuries. Earthquakes and
floods, in particular, can cause significant casualties, while droughts can lead to malnutrition and
health issues.
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« Agriculture: Agriculture, the mainstay

of the economy in many parts of North
and North-West India, is severely
affected by natural disasters. Floods
destroy crops, droughts lead to crop
failures, and earthquakes can damage
irrigation systems.

Infrastructure: Roads, bridges,
buildings, and other infrastructure are
often damaged or destroyed by natural
disasters, disrupting transportation,
communication, and essential services.
Economy: The cumulative impact of
these disasters leads to economic
losses, affecting livelihoods, and
hindering development. The cost of
relief, reconstruction, and
rehabilitation can be substantial.

Conclusion
» Addressing the vulnerability to natural

calamities in North and North-West
India requires an integrated approach.
This includes comprehensive disaster
management plans, climate adaptation
strategies, and community awareness
programs. By prioritizing these
measures, the region can reduce its
vulnerability and build a more resilient
future.
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STUBBLE BURNING, AIR POLLUTION AND THE
SUPREME COURT’S SUGGESTION

Way Forward
Introduction - Avoid criminalisation: Recognise farmers
« The Supfeme Cou?t rec.ently suggested that farmer§ mdul.gmg in stubble burqxng could' face . as victims of structural conditions, not
prosecution, even imprisonment, to deter the practice.This remark comes amid worsening winter culprits.

pollution in North India, especially Delhi-NCR, Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh. « Technological scaling: Wider adoption of

decomposers, mechanisation through
FPOs/cooperatives, and investment in
bio-energy.

« Economic support: Direct cash incentives
to farmers for residue management;
expand schemes like the Crop Residue
Management Fund.

Existing Legal and Institutional Framework « Crop diversification: Shift from water-
« Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM): Formed in 2020, empowered to issue directions intensive paddy to maize, pulses, or

for air pollution control. It has exempted farmers from criminal prosecution. millets through MSP assurance and
« Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981: Provides for penalties against polluting activities. procurement support.
« National Green Tribunal (NGT): Has imposed fines on stubble burning incidents in the past.
« State Laws: Punjab and Haryana have enacted restrictions, but enforcement is weak due to scale and

Why farmers resort to it
« Short window (15-20 days) between kharif harvest and rabi sowing.
« High labour cost and unavailability of alternative residue disposal methods.
« Machines like Happy Seeder are costly and consume more diesel.
« Crop diversification away from paddy remains limited due to water policies and MSP assurance.

« Urban accountability: Equal focus on
curbing year-round urban pollution

socio-political sensitivities sources.
« Community involvement: Panchayats,
Technological Alternatives FPOs, and NGOs must be integrated
1. Happy Seeder / Super Seeder: Sows wheat directly into standing stubble but costly and energy into awareness and implementation.
intensive.

« Long-term vision: Integrating stubble
management into India’s net-zero 2070
strategy and circular economy

« Ex-situ use: framework.
« Biomass power plants, bio-CNG, paper/pulp, packing material, etc.

« Progress slow due to lack of large-scale infrastructure and market linkage.

2. Pusa Bio-Decomposer (developed by IARI): A microbial solution that decomposes stubble into
manure within 15-20 days; adoption limited due to logistics.

Conclusion
3.In-situ management: Retaining stubble to enrich soil; requires better dissemination and subsidies. « The Supreme Court’s suggestion to
prosecute farmers may appear as a quick

fix but risks alienating a critical
« Subsidy leakage: Machines distributed under subsidy often lie unused or concentrated in large stakeholder group.

landholdings.

Administrative and Policy Challenges

« Stubble burning is not merely a law-and-

« Coordination gap: Centre, states, and local administration differ on enforcement and financial order issue but a complex socio-
responsibility. environmental problem requiring multi-

« Lack of crop diversification: Despite repeated advice, paddy continues to dominate due to MSP and pronged, cooperative, and farmer-
assured procurement. centric solutions.

Comparative International Experience
1. China: Promotes use of crop residue in biomass power and biogas plants. Strong state support
ensures large-scale collection.
2. European Union: Encourages crop residue ploughing back into the soil and provides subsidies under
the Common Agricultural Policy.
3. Lessons for India: Without affordable technology, financial incentives, and market linkages, punitive
measures alone cannot succeed.
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STRENGTHENING TRANSPARENCY THROUGH
RTI

Introduction
« The Right to Information (RTI) Act is one of the most important democratic reforms in
India, designed to promote transparency, accountability, and citizen empowerment.
« Recently, the Supreme Court of India has stressed the urgent need to revive and reinforce
the RTI framework, which has steadily weakened over time..

Supreme Court’s Observations
1. Vacancies and Backlogs:
« The Court flagged that eight posts of Information Commissioners remain vacant in the
Central Information Commission (CIC), while over 23,000 appeals are pending.
« Many state commissions are either dysfunctional or refusing fresh petitions.
2.Directive to Governments:

» The Centre was instructed to submit an affidavit with clear timelines for filling vacant posts.

« Emphasis was placed on swift appointments to clear backlogs.
3. Criticism of Inaction:The Court warned that without appointments, the purpose of RTI is
rendered meaningless, calling out government apathy.

Issues Weakening RTI

1. Institutional Gaps:Long delays in filling vacancies and rising pendency have eroded the Act’s

credibility.

2.Non-Compliance & Risks to Activists:

« Many departments either delay or ignore queries.

« Activists are vulnerable to harassment, threats, and even violence, discouraging
information-seeking.

3.Erosion of Independence:

« Amendments have curtailed the autonomy of the CIC, making it less effective.

« Appointments often favor retired bureaucrats, sidelining diverse expertise.

Role of RTI In Democracy
« Transparency and Oversight: Provides citizens with the power to scrutinize state action.
« Anti-Corruption Tool: Information disclosure enables exposure of irregularities and misuse
of power.
« Strengthening Democracy: Reinforces the principle of participatory governance by
dismantling opacity.

Lessons For India
1. Build independent and empowered commissions (UK/Mexico model).
2.Proactively publish key data (Chile, New Zealand).
3.Enforce strict deadlines and penalties (Brazil, US).
4.Spread awareness through campaigns (Sweden, South Africa).

alR
&%

%z DHAIRYATIMES |

‘,'l" ’, RTI aar3il ol &

Way Forward

Filling Vacancies: Speed up
transparent, merit-based
appointments with representation
from diverse fields.

Enhancing Efficiency: Digitization
of RTI processes and strong
tracking mechanisms for delays.
Safeguarding Activists: Enact
comprehensive Whistleblower
Protection laws.

Restoring Autonomy: Reverse
amendments that undermine the
independence of Information
Commissions.

Awareness Campaigns: Educate
citizens about their RTI rights and
strengthen grassroots participation.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s intervention
provides momentum to revitalize
the RTI Act, but sustained political
and institutional commitment is
necessary.Transparency in
governance is not just a statutory
right but a democratic obligation,
and restoring RTI is vital to
preserving India’s participatory
ethos.
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GST 2.0 AND INDIA'S GREEN DEVELOPMENT
PATHWAY (‘hullcngcs.\Iwul

ST 2.0 Opens Doors to Growth, Efficiency, and Market Opportunities for Ent
aghdagg .

Introduction « Revenue implications - Reduced GST
« At COP26 (Glasgow, 2021), India pledged net-zero emissions by 2070 and presented its Panchamrit rates may affect short-term tax
targets (enhancing renewable capacity, reducing carbon intensity, cutting fossil fuel dependence). collections. Balancing fiscal stability is
« Four years later, at the 56th GST Council Meeting (2025), India launched GST 2.0 reforms— crucial.
rationalising tax rates on renewable energy, green technologies, waste management, and sustainable « Implementation bottlenecks - Need
transport. strong monitoring to ensure cost
« This marks a historic shift: embedding climate action into fiscal policy. benefits reach consumers, not just
intermediaries.

Key Bilateral Engagements
1. Reduced GST on renewable energy technologies
« Solar panels, photovoltaic cells, wind turbines: tax rate lowered, reducing upfront project costs.
« Solar pumps: cheaper for farmers, lowering irrigation costs.
2. Green manufacturing boost
« Supports the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes in renewable energy and EV sectors.

« Technology gaps - Domestic R&D in
advanced solar cells, battery storage,
and hydrogen is still limited.

« Equity concerns - Small firms and
MSMEs must adapt to green supply

« Enhances competitiveness of Indian firms in global supply chains. chains without being burdened.

3. Waste management incentives « Policy coordination - GST reforms must
« GST on effluent treatment services: reduced from 12% to 5%. align with state-level policies, NAPCC
« Biodegradable bags: reduced from 18% to 5%. missions, and sectoral roadmaps.
4.Sustainable transport push

« Buses and minibuses: GST cut from 28% to 18%. Way Forward

» Trucks and freight vehicles: made more affordable, aiding logistics decarbonisation. . -Fiscal deepening: Introduce green GST

credits for industries that cut emissions.
« Integration with carbon markets: Link
GST 2.0 reforms with India’s proposed
Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS).
» Support for MSMEs: Provide low-cost
loans and skill-building for smaller
players in green supply chains.

India and the SCO Framework
1. Affordable clean energy
« Lower tariffs for households and industries = higher adoption rates.
« Boost to domestic manufacturing
« GST cuts strengthen supply chains for modules, turbines, and green batteries.
2.Savings for consumers: Reduced power bills and transport costs.
3.Job creation: Expansion in waste management, renewable energy projects, EV ecosystem.and New

opportunities in maintenance, operations, and R&D. « Consumer incentives: Explore GST
rebates for households adopting rooftop
Environmental and Social Impacts solar or EVs.
« Renewable adoption: Lower costs speed up India’s journey towards 500 GW renewable capacity by 2030 (a « Institutional capacity: Strengthen GST
Panchamrit target). Council’s Green Sub-Committee for
« Pollution reduction: Incentives for effluent treatment and biodegradable products = cleaner air and water. periodic review of rates.

« Plastic phase-out: Cheaper biodegradable bags support UNEA Global Plastics Treaty commitments.
« Urban sustainability: Cheaper buses encourage public transport, reducing congestion and emissions.
« Inclusive growth:

1. Farmers benefit from lower irrigation costs.

2.Urban commuters get cheaper, greener transport options.

Conclusion
« GST 2.0 represents a historic
convergence of fiscal and climate policy.
« Ata time when countries worldwide are
experimenting with climate-aligned
fiscal tools, India has delivered a
homegrown model of green taxation.

Strategic Significance
« Climate diplomacy - India can showcase GST 2.0 as a climate leadership tool at COP30 (Brazil, 2025).
« Industrial resilience - By scaling renewables, India’s exports become CBAM-compliant, avoiding future

carbon taxes. « This strengthens India’s domestic
« Supply chain positioning - Strengthens India’s role in global EV, solar, and green hydrogen value chains. resilience, global competitiveness, and
« Geopolitical leverage - Positions India as a thought leader in the Global South, showing how fiscal reforms climate leadership—marking a decisive
can balance growth and sustainability. step towards the 2070 net-zero vision.
JBIR
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INDIA’S STATES AS ENGINES OF GROWTH

Introduction
« India’s ambition of becoming a $5 trillion economy and a Viksit Bharat (developed nation) by 2047
cannot be achieved solely through central initiatives.
« The states, which hold substantial responsibility for land, labour, agriculture, power, and social
services, will define the depth and inclusivity of growth.

Key Bilateral Engagements:

« Economic federalism: States influence critical levers—business regulation, land, labour, and fiscal
policy.

« Sectoral impact: Agriculture, energy, education, and healthcare fall largely under state jurisdiction.

« Inclusive growth: Regional disparities (e.g., South and West outperform East and Central states in per
capita GSDP) underline the need for state-led action.

« Sustainability: States manage forests, water, and local environmental resources, which shape India’s
green transition.

India and the SCO Framework

« Creating a Business-Friendly Environment

«  Single-Window Clearance: States should operationalise the National Single-Window System
(NSWS) with time-bound approvals and digital certificates.

« Legal Reforms: Decriminalisation of minor business laws and establishment of dedicated commercial
courts.

« Dispute Resolution: Promotion of arbitration and mediation at state-level industrial hubs.

« Impact: Greater private investment, especially in manufacturing and MSMEs.

Land Reforms and Digitization

« Land titling: Adoption of government-guaranteed land titles, reducing litigation and transaction costs.

« Integrated Land Authorities: One-stop digital platforms integrating land data from multiple
departments.

« Forest Clearances: Delegating approval for projects under 50 hectares to states with safeguards.

« Impact: Encourages industrial corridors, mining, and logistics hubs.

Fiscal Stability of States
« Fiscal Responsibility: Adoption of long-term fiscal risk reporting (Brazil: 10-year forecasts; UK: 50-
year projections).
« Debt Control: Prioritising expenditure efficiency to reduce fiscal deficit and debt burdens.
« Asset Monetisation: States can replicate the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) for roads,
transmission assets, and urban infrastructure.
« Centre’s Support: Dedicated technical cell in NITI Aayog/Finance Ministry for asset monetisation.

Education, Skills, and Employment
« Education Quality: States must strengthen foundational learning (as per ASER 2023 findings on
learning outcomes).
« Skill Development: ITI reforms, industry partnerships, and apprenticeship models.
« Digital Platforms: Integration with National Career Service (NCS) for Al-based job matching.
« Impact: Harnesses demographic dividend, reduces mismatch between skills and jobs.

« Urban Sustainability: Electric mobility adoption under FAME 11 and green public transport initiatives.

« Reduces pollution, creates green jobs, aligns with India’s Net Zero 2070 pledge (COP26).
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STATES AS
GROWTH ENGINES
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Way Forward

Consensus Mechanism: Replicate
GST Council model for broader
reforms.

Centre-State Partnership: Center
should incentivise reforms with
fiscal rewards and policy guidance.
State Innovation: States must
showcase best practices for
replication.

Citizen-Centric Growth: Data-
driven monitoring of outcomes in
education, health, and employment.
Vision 2047: Align state policies
with Amrit Kaal roadmap for a
globally competitive, inclusive, and
sustainable India.

Conclusion
Prime Minister Modi’s four-day trip
highlighted India’s dual strategy:

India’s federal structure places
states at the center of the growth
story. By prioritizing , states can
unlock transformative growth.
India’s rise as a globally
competitive and inclusive economy
will be determined not in New
Delhi alone, but in every state
capital—from Lucknow to
Chennai, and from Guwahati to
Gandhinagar.
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INDIA'S BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL
DIPLOMACY

Introduction

« Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s four-day visit abroad combined bilateral diplomacy with
multilateral engagement. His meetings with leaders of Russia, China, and Japan were
complemented by participation in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCQO) Summit in
Tianjin.

« The visit came at a time when the global order is undergoing uncertainty due to great power
rivalry, regional conflicts, and the erosion of multilateralism.

« India’s strategy reflects a balanced approach: leveraging bilateral ties to safeguard national
interests while using multilateral forums to voice concerns and build institutional synergy.

Key Bilateral Engagements:

.India—Russia Relations

« Optics and symbolism: The image of Modi and President Vladimir Putin travelling together
highlighted the resilience of Indo-Russian ties.

« oStrategic importance: Despite Western sanctions and US pressure, India values Russia for
defence cooperation, energy supplies, and geopolitical balancing.

2.India—China Relations

—

« Complex ties: The post-Galwan relationship is marked by tension, but engagement continues at

the highest levels.

« Importance of dialogue: Modi’s talks with President Xi Jinping show India’s recognition that
managing competition requires communication.

3.India—-Japan Relations

« Quad alignment: By reaffirming ties with Japan before his China visit, Modi underlined India’s

commitment to the Quad (India, US, Japan, Australia).

« Economic and strategic dimension: Japan is a major investor in India’s infrastructure and
technology sectors.

« Balancing act: India seeks to maintain strong ties with Japan (a US ally) while engaging China
on regional issues.

Challenges and Criticisms

1. Divergent interests within SCO:

« China and Pakistan often act in tandem, limiting India’s room to manoeuvre.

« India’s positions on Afghanistan, BRI, and regional security are not always aligned with SCO
consensus.

2.Risk of over-stretch:

« Managing Quad commitments while being an active SCO member requires balancing
contradictory alignments.

3. Terrorism references diluted:

« Although terrorism was mentioned, references were broad and lacked concrete action
mechanisms.

4.Perception challenges:

« India must guard against being seen as shifting opportunistically between blocs rather than
pursuing a coherent strategy.
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Way Forward

1. Strengthen Strategic Autonomy

« India must continue to pursue multi-
alignment rather than alignment with one
bloc.

« Deepening ties with Russia for defence and
energy, balancing with Japan and Quad
partners for technology and security, and
engaging with China in regional forums will
preserve India’s decision-making
independence.

2. Institutionalise Anti-Terrorism Cooperation

« India should push for the creation of a
permanent anti-terrorism task force within
the SCO to monitor, share intelligence, and
build consensus on combating terrorism.

« While Russia remains critical for defence
supplies, India should also invest in
indigenous defence manufacturing and
diversify imports to reduce over-
dependence.

« On energy, long-term contracts with Russia
and Central Asia should be balanced with
renewable energy partnerships with Japan,
the EU. and the US.

« Beyond high-level diplomacy, India should
encourage academic exchanges, cultural
diplomacy, tourism, and digital trade
frameworks with SCO nations.

« By doing so, India will reinforce its role as a
leader of the Global South while aligning
with its G20 presidency vision of “One
Earth, One Family, One Future.”

Conclusion
Prime Minister Modi’s four-day trip highlighted
India’s dual strategy:

« The Prime Minister Modi’s visit underscores
India’s evolving role as a balancer in global
geopolitics—maintaining strategic
autonomy, countering terrorism narratives,
and promoting multipolar solidarity.

« As the world order undergoes flux, India’s
capacity to combine bilateral depth with
multilateral breadth will define its
diplomatic success.
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India's Foreign Policy: Navigating a Changing_

World Order

General Studies - II: International Relations

Introduction

Foreign policy is never static; it adapts to shifts in global
power equations. For India, the last decade has been about
balancing tradition with pragmatism. From being the voice
of the Global South to deepening ties with the U.S., Europe,
and Asian neighbours, New Delhi’s approach reflects both
ambition and caution. The ongoing churn in geopolitics —
U.S.-China rivalry, Russia-Ukraine war, Indo-Pacific
contestations — has made this balance more complex than
ever.

Current Context

« Multipolar reality: The world is no longer bipolar or
unipolar. India seeks to project itself as a “leading
power” in this multipolar setup.

. U.S. and Quad: New Delhi has enhanced defence and
technology cooperation through Quad (with U.S.,
Japan, Australia), while maintaining autonomy.

. Russia factor: Despite Western sanctions, India
continues strong energy and defence ties with Moscow.
This “tightrope walk” has been noticed globally.

« Neighbourhood First & SAGAR: Focus on South Asia
and Indian Ocean littoral states, though challenges
persist in Pakistan, Maldives, and Sri Lanka.

« Global South Leadership: Hosting the G20 Summit
(2023) and championing debt relief for developing
nations has enhanced India’s diplomatic weight.

« (Ref: The Hindu, Sept 8, 2025; Indian Express Opinion;
Business Standard analysis on Indo-Pacific strategy)

Challenges in The Policy

. Strategic Dilemmas: Aligning with the U.S. while
depending on Russian defence hardware creates
contradictions.

. China Factor: Border tensions and economic dependence
make ties fragile despite BRICS and SCO engagements.

« Neighbourhood Volatility: Political instability in South
Asia often pulls India into domestic disputes of
neighbours.
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« Resource Constraints: Defence modernization and
diplomatic outreach require funds and institutional
capacity.

Implications of Inter-State Disputes

. Strengthening democracy: Inclusive policies build trust
in the system.

. Balancing act: While quotas empower, unchecked
identity politics can deepen social divides.

. Link to growth: A society that includes its weakest
builds stronger human capital for the economy.

. Frequent friction: Reservation disputes often pit courts,
governments, and communities against each other.

Way Forward

. Evidence first: A nationwide caste census can guide
fairer policy.

. Smarter quotas: Periodic reviews and stricter creamy
layer rules can help benefits reach the truly needy.

. Beyond reservations: Public education, skills training,
and healthcare are long-term equalizers.

. Minority  Protection:  Strengthen  constitutional
safeguards (Articles 29 & 30) with focus on inclusion
rather than token gestures.

« Build consensus: Political parties should move away
from short-term gains and create a national roadmap
for equity.

Conclusion

Social justice cannot stop at quotas. It must create an
environment where dignity and equal opportunity are real
for every citizen. As the Indian Express rightly pointed out,
“the future of reservation lies in reform, not rigidity.” India
now needs policies that combine the spirit of the
Constitution with the realities of a changing society.

« Source - The Hindu (page no.-5)
. Date - 6™ September 2025



Centre-State Relations and Federalism Challenges

General Studies - II: Polity & Governance

Introduction

The federal structure of India, enshrined in the
Constitution, seeks to balance unity with diversity. While
the Centre ensures national integration, the States
safeguard regional aspirations. Yet, recent developments—
ranging from disputes over fiscal transfers to confrontations
on law and order—have exposed strains in Centre-State
relations. These challenges test the resilience of Indian
federalism, especially in an era of coalition politics, regional
assertions, and rising demands for autonomy.

Current Context

. The Fiscal Federalism Strains: The debate over Goods
and Services Tax (GST) compensation, delayed
transfers, and the widening vertical imbalance between
Centre and States have sharpened tensions.

. Governor-State Tussles: Frequent conflicts over
gubernatorial powers, especially in opposition-ruled
States, highlight constitutional ambiguities.

. Central Laws vs. State Autonomy: Issues like farm laws
(withdrawn in  2021), education reforms, and
environmental clearances often see States alleging
encroachment by the Union.

« Security and Policing: States have objected to the misuse
of central investigative agencies, arguing it undermines
federal spirit.

Challenges in Federalism

. Asymmetric Power Distribution: The Constitution
provides more powers to the Union (List I dominance),
creating structural imbalance.

. Financial Dependence of States: Limited taxation
powers and reliance on centrally sponsored schemes
weaken State autonomy.

. Judicial Confrontations: Conflicting interpretations by
the Supreme Court and High Courts often lead to
prolonged disputes.

. Political Polarisation: Divergent party ideologies at
Centre and State levels intensify confrontations.
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Broader Implications

. Democratic  Deficit:  Over-centralisation  risks
alienating States, threatening cooperative federalism.

« Policy Ineffectiveness: Uniform national policies
may fail to address local socio-economic needs.

+ Trust Deficit: Political misuse of federal institutions
erodes public faith in constitutional mechanisms.

- Regional Aspirations: Ignoring local voices fuels
separatist tendencies, disturbing national unity.

Way Forward

. Strengthening Cooperative Federalism: Revive
institutions like the Inter-State Council and expand
the role of the Finance Commission to mediate
disputes.

« Transparent Fiscal Transfers: Ensure timely
devolution of GST compensation and rationalize
centrally sponsored schemes.

+ Clear Guidelines on Governor’s Role: Implement
recommendations of the Sarkaria and Punchhi
Commissions to prevent misuse of gubernatorial
powers.

. Dialogue and Consultation: Encourage pre-legislative
consultation with States on matters affecting them.

+ Judicial Clarity: Establish special benches or
tribunals for speedy resolution of federal disputes.

Conclusion

Federalism is the cornerstone of India’s unity in
diversity. The Constitution envisions both strong Centre
and empowered States working in harmony. Rather
than adversarial federalism, India must move towards
collaborative federalism where dialogue, trust, and
consensus-building guide governance. Sustaining this
delicate balance is vital not only for political stability but
also for inclusive development and democratic
deepening.

« Source - The Hindu (page no.-2)
. Date - 2" September 2025
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Social Justice in India: Reservation and Beyond

General Studies - II: Polity & Governance

Introduction

Social justice has always been at the heart of India’s
constitutional vision. Reservation policies and welfare
schemes were meant to bridge the gap created by
centuries of caste and social discrimination. Over the
years, they have helped many communities to gain voice
and visibility. But in today’s society, where aspirations
are high and inequalities are shifting, debates around
backward classes, minority rights, and new forms of
exclusion are becoming sharper.

Current Context

« The demand for caste census has gained momentum
again, especially after Bihar’s survey in 2023. Many
argue that updated data is essential for fair
policymaking.

. The 10% EWS quota, upheld by the Supreme Court
in 2022, added a new layer to the reservation debate,
showing how economic disadvantage cannot be
ignored.

. Minority rights remain contested — whether in
education, jobs, or cultural protection, these issues
continue to stir politics.

« Courts too are active: cases on OBC sub-
categorisation and minority scholarships show that
the debate is not just political but constitutional.

Challenges

« Overlapping inequalities: Poverty and caste often go
together, but not always. Policies need to catch this
complexity.

. Reservation saturation: Demands for more quotas risk
crossing the 50% ceiling, creating legal hurdles.

. Creamy layer concerns: Within backward groups, the
benefits often go to the relatively better-off, leaving
the poorest behind.

. Minority inclusion: Beyond reservation, minorities
face challenges in accessing good schools, fair
representation, and equal opportunities.
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Implications

«+ Strengthening democracy: Inclusive policies build
trust in the system.

. Balancing act: While quotas empower, unchecked
identity politics can deepen social divides.

. Link to growth: A society that includes its weakest
builds stronger human capital for the economy.

. Frequent friction: Reservation disputes often pit
courts, governments, and communities against each
other.

Way Forward

« Dual-Evidence first: A nationwide caste census can
guide fairer policy.

. Smarter quotas: Periodic reviews and stricter creamy
layer rules can help benefits reach the truly needy.

. Beyond reservations: Public education, skills
training, and healthcare are long-term equalizers.

. Minority protection: Strengthen constitutional
safeguards (Articles 29 & 30) with focus on inclusion
rather than token gestures.

« Build consensus: Political parties should move away
from short-term gains and create a national
roadmap for equity.

Conclusion

Social justice cannot stop at quotas. It must create an
environment where dignity and equal opportunity are
real for every citizen. As the Indian Express rightly
pointed out, “the future of reservation lies in reform, not
rigidity.” India now needs policies that combine the
spirit of the Constitution with the realities of a changing
society.

« Source - The Hindu (page no.-5)
. Date - 12" September 2025
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Border Disputes and Security: Strengthening_

India's Edges

General Studies - Il & Ill: International Relations, Internal Security

Introduction

Borders are not just geographical demarcations — they’re lifelines
for security, local livelihood, trade, culture. India, with its long
land frontiers (Bhutan, Nepal, China, Pakistan, Myanmar etc.)
and a strategic coastline along the Indian Ocean, constantly faces
both old and new threats: infiltrations, infrastructure
contestation, maritime tensions, and the pressure of development
in remote regions. The recent focus on programmes like the
Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP) shows New Delhi’s
recognition that security and local development must go hand in
hand.

Challenges

« Terrain & Connectivity: Many border villages are in high
altitude, remote zones. Weather, physical remoteness slows
infrastructure work, which in turn makes those areas
vulnerable to infiltration or neglect.

« Overlapping Infrastructure & Security Gaps: While VVP is
good, ensuring that roads, power and connectivity reach the
required level (quality, maintenance) remains difficult. Poor
roads or unreliable power also hamper quick deployment of
security forces.

« Maritime Uncertainties: Chinese vessels, even research ones,
can collect oceanographic or acoustic data which has military
implications. The thin “rules of engagement” at sea make
surveillance and response tricky.

« Balance Between Civil & Military Needs: Border populations
often feel left behind — lack of education, health, livelihood
— causing resentment. Overemphasis on security without
inclusive development risks discontent.

Broader Implications

« Deterrence & Diplomacy: Effective border infrastructure and
vigilant maritime posture act not only to deter adversaries but
also to project India’s seriousness in diplomatic negotiations.

« Regional Security & Neighbour Relations: Strong borders help
reduce cross-border infiltration (terrorism, smuggling), but
also need cooperation with neighbours. Conflict unresolved
(e.g. LAC) causes instability and harms bilateral trust.

« Economic & Social Costs: Neglected border regions often see
migration to cities, loss of human potential. Also,
maintenance of large security apparatus costs exchequer high
amounts; better infrastructure reduces cost by preempting
crises.
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« Geopolitical Positioning: India’s ability to monitor,
influence in the Indian Ocean, and its strategic readiness
will affect its role in global groupings (Quad, IORA, Indo-
Pacific frameworks).

Way Forward

* Quality over Quantity in Infrastructure: Not just roads and
power, but reliable, climate-resilient infrastructure. Solar-
hybrid power, weather-proof roads, all-weather airstrips
were strategic.

« Modernise Surveillance & Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA): Use drones, coastal radars, satellites, underwater
sensors. Also invest in capacity to interpret intelligence —
not just collect.

» Community Participation: Border communities should be
partners. Encourage local governance, create livelihood
options under VVP, tourism, agriculture cooperatives. This
builds resilience and reduces vulnerability.

« Diplomatic & Multilateral Engagements: Engage neighbours
in border management dialogues. Use bilateral mechanisms
with China, Pakistan, Myanmar etc to agree on patrols,
trespass protocols. At sea, push for norms (IORA, ICS).

» Resource & Institutional Strengthening: Increase budget for
Border Roads Organisation (BRO), coastal guard, navy;
enhance training for security forces; ensure inter-agency
coordination (Home, Defence, External Affairs) is smooth.

Conclusion

Securing India’s borders isn’t just a defence priority — it’s a
national imperative involving development, diplomacy, and the
everyday lives of people who live at the edge. The Vibrant
Villages Programme is a strong step in linking human security
with territorial security. But to transform edges into zones of
strength, India must complement infrastructure with
community engagement, sharpen its maritime awareness, and
modernise its institutions. Only then will border security
become not just about keeping threats out, but creating
prosperity, trust, and stability in the margins.

« Source - The Hindu (page no.-3)
« Date - 4" September 2025
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Al, Cybersecurity & Data Sovereignty: Building

India's Digital Backbone

General Studies — Il & Ill: Technology; Internal Security; Polity & Governance

Introduction

India’s rapid adoption of artificial intelligence and digital
technologies is transforming governance, economy, and society.
From digital payments to smart agriculture, the opportunities are
enormous. But with rising cyberattacks, data misuse, and
questions of sovereignty, the digital revolution also carries
vulnerabilities. To secure its digital backbone, India must balance
innovation with strong regulation, cybersecurity, and citizen trust.

Current Context

+ Budget 2025-26: The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology received an allocation of ¥26,026.25 crore, a 48%
jump from the previous year. A major share is for artificial
intelligence, semiconductor, and electronics missions.
[Hindustan Times, Feb 2025]

« Indian Ai Mission: The Union Cabinet approved this flagship
programme in March 2024, aimed at building indigenous
artificial intelligence models, Centres of Excellence, and
skilling initiatives. [Press Release, Government of India]

« Data Protection: The Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023 is India’s first comprehensive data law, providing a
framework for processing personal data and protecting user
rights. [Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology,
Aug 2023]

» Cybersecurity Risks: In 2023, India reported 204,844
cybersecurity incidents affecting government organisations, a
6.4% rise over 2022. [Economic Times, July 2024]

Challenges

+ Enforcement Gaps: The Digital Personal Data Protection Act
is enacted, but crucial rules are yet to be framed. State
capacity for enforcement remains weak.

» Privacy vs Surveillance: Critics point to wide exemptions for
government agencies, raising concerns over privacy and data
misuse. [The Hindu, Aug 2023]

« Infrastructure Deficit: Limited high-end compute (graphics
processing units), secure cloud systems, and data centres
could slow artificial intelligence ambitions.

» Growing Attack Surface: As services like health records,
banking, and e-governance digitise, the potential for
ransomware and phishing grows.
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« Ethical & Bias Issues: Imported artificial intelligence
models may not align with India’s linguistic and cultural
diversity, risking discrimination in decisions.

Way Forward

« Quality over Quantity in Infrastructure: Not just roads and
power, but reliable, climate-resilient infrastructure. Solar-
hybrid power, weather-proof roads, all-weather airstrips
were strategic.

« Modernise Surveillance & Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA): Use drones, coastal radars, satellites, underwater
sensors. Also invest in capacity to interpret intelligence —
not just collect.

« Community Participation: Border communities should be
partners. Encourage local governance, create livelihood
options under VVP, tourism, agriculture cooperatives. This
builds resilience and reduces vulnerability.

« Diplomatic &  Multilateral Engagements: Engage
neighbours in border management dialogues. Use bilateral
mechanisms with China, Pakistan, Myanmar etc to agree
on patrols, trespass protocols. At sea, push for norms
(IORA, ICS).

« Resource & Institutional Strengthening: Increase budget for
Border Roads Organisation (BRO), coastal guard, navy;
enhance training for security forces; ensure inter-agency
coordination (Home, Defence, External Affairs) is smooth.

Conclusion

Securing India’s borders isn’t just a defence priority — it’s a
national imperative involving development, diplomacy, and the
everyday lives of people who live at the edge. The Vibrant
Villages Programme is a strong step in linking human security
with territorial security. But to transform edges into zones of
strength, India must complement infrastructure with
community engagement, sharpen its maritime awareness, and
modernise its institutions. Only then will border security
become not just about keeping threats out, but creating
prosperity, trust, and stability in the margins.

* Source - The Hindu (page no.-3)
« Date - 4" September2025
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nfrastr re,

Smart Cities, and Governance

General Studies — 1 & II: Urbanization, Development, Polity & Governance

Introduction

India’s urban journey is both a symbol of progress and a
reminder of unfinished tasks. Today, 36% of Indians live in
cities, a number set to touch 50% by 2050 (UN-Habitat).
Urban centres drive ~70% of GDP (Economic Survey 2024),
yet basic services often collapse under population pressure.
The debate is no longer about whether India will urbanize,
but whether its cities can be liveable, inclusive, and well-
governed.

Current Context

- Infrastructure Gaps: Repeated flooding in Bengaluru and
Delhi in 2023-24 revealed fragile drainage and outdated
land-use planning.

« Smart Cities Mission: Launched in 2015 to modernise
100 cities, but by 2024 only ~70% of projects were
completed, often delayed by financing and coordination
hurdles.

. Governance Issues: Municipalities remain financially
weak — property tax contributes just 0.3% of GDP,
compared to 2-3% in OECD nations. Fragmentation
between municipal bodies, state agencies, and
development authorities weakens accountability.

Challenges

« Weak Infrastructure: Water supply, sewage, solid waste
management, and public transport remain far behind
demand.

. Smart Cities Limitations: Focused on selected urban
pockets while ignoring thousands of smaller towns
where, migration is rising.

- Housing & Inequality: Affordable housing shortages
push migrants into informal settlements; over 35% of
urban population lives in slums or inadequate housing.

. Governance Deficit: Elected mayors lack real power;
urban local bodies depend on states for funds and
decisions.

. Environmental Stress: Urban heat islands, air pollution,
and loss of wetlands make Indian cities increasingly

unliveable.
AlR
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Broader Implications

. Economic drag: Infrastructure bottlenecks raise costs,
reducing India’s competitiveness.

« Social unrest: Lack of housing and services risks
exclusion, health crises, and tensions.

« Climate vulnerability: Poor drainage and shrinking green
cover amplify floods and heatwaves.

« Governance credibility: Citizens lose faith when world-
class projects coexist with daily waterlogging and garbage
crises.

Way Forward

« Strengthen Urban Infrastructure: Scale up AMRUT 2.0
beyond metros; invest in sewage, mobility, waste
management in Tier-2/3 cities.

« Reform Smart Cities Approach: Shift from showcase
projects to holistic, city-wide planning; integrate digital
tools with basic services.

« Empower Local Governance: Implement 74th
Constitutional Amendment in spirit — give mayors real
authority and expand municipal revenue sources.

. Climate-Resilient Cities: Integrate green infrastructure —
wetlands, urban forests, rainwater harvesting — into
planning.

. Citizen Participation: Ward committees, digital grievance
redressal, and open data platforms can make governance
transparent and responsive.

Conclusion

Urbanization is inevitable, but its quality will decide India’s
development path. Unless infrastructure, governance, and
inclusion are fixed, cities risk becoming centres of chaos
instead of growth. As The Hindu put it, “cities must be
engines of equity as well as prosperity.” The real test is
whether India can build not just smart cities, but liveable
ones.

« Source - The Hindu (page no.-6)
. Date - 13" September2025
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Disputes in India
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nd Inter-

General Studies - 1l & IlI: Polity, Federalism, Environment, Governance

Introduction

Water is both a lifeline and a flashpoint in India. With 18 percent
of the world’s population but only 4 percent of freshwater
resources (NITI Aayog, 2019), India faces severe pressure on
water management. Declining groundwater, erratic monsoons,
and rising demand make rivers not just ecological assets but also
sites of political contestation. Inter-State river disputes reflect
both federal challenges and resource stress.

Current Context

« Cauvery River dispute (Tamil Nadu - Karnataka): The
Supreme Court continues to monitor; recent monsoon deficit
worsened tensions in 2023-24.

« Mahanadi River dispute (Odisha — Chhattisgarh): Ongoing
Tribunal proceedings over upstream barrages.

« Ravi-Beas Rivers (Punjab — Haryana): Sutlej-Yamuna Link
canal project still unresolved; Supreme Court has asked the
Union Government to find a political solution.

« NITI Aayog report (2019): 21 major Indian cities likely to face
zero groundwater levels soon.

« Groundwater extraction: India is the largest extractor globally,
withdrawing approximately 250 billion cubic meters annually
(World Bank).

Challenges in Water Resource Management

+ Overdependence on Groundwater: 80 percent of drinking water
and about 60 percent of irrigation comes from groundwater.

« Fragmented Institutional Framework: Water is in the State List
(Entry 17), but inter-state rivers come under Union List
(Entry 56) — leading to overlapping jurisdiction.

+ Political Federalism: River disputes often escalate during
elections, politicising technical issues.

« Ecological Stress: River pollution,
deforestation in catchment areas.

+ Weak Implementation: Tribunals take years (average more
than 7 years for awards), and even then, enforcement is weak

shrinking wetlands,

Implications of Inter-State Disputes
« Federal Tensions: Disputes erode cooperative federalism,
creating Union-State and State-State frictions.
« Agricultural Impact: Farmers in downstream states face
irrigation crises; crop security at risk.
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« Urban Crisis: Cities like Bengaluru, Chennai, and Delhi have
seen severe protests over water scarcity.

» Security Angle: Internal conflicts weaken India’s governance
capacity in managing resources.

Institutional Mechanisms

« Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 — Framework for
tribunals.

« Amendments in 2002 and 2019 - Aimed at expediting
disputes; 2019 Bill proposed a single standing tribunal with
multiple benches.

» National Water Policy (2012) — Prioritises drinking water,
irrigation, and ecological needs.

« Jal Jeevan Mission (2019) — Targets functional household
tap water by 2024-25.

Way Forward

» Integrated River Basin Management: Treat river basins as
ecological units, not political boundaries.

« Strengthen Dispute Resolution: Operationalise a permanent
tribunal with time-bound decisions.

« Technology and Data: Real-time river flow data and
transparent sharing can reduce mistrust.

« Water-Use Efficiency: Promote drip irrigation, crop
diversification away from water-intensive crops such as
paddy and sugarcane.

« Community Participation: Encourage participatory irrigation
management and local water harvesting.

« Climate Resilience: Incorporate flood control, drought
preparedness, and wetland restoration.

Conclusion

Water is not merely a natural resource but a foundation of
India’s federal stability and development. Effective water
management requires a shift from conflict to cooperation, from
politics to sustainability. As The Hindu editorial noted, “rivers
must be seen as shared natural heritage, not as divisible assets.”
A cooperative, ecological, and outcome-driven approach alone
can ensure jal, jivan, and nyaya (water, life, and justice) for all.

»  Source - The Hindu (page no.-5)
« Date - 9" September 2025

iver

41



LR

India Needs More Women Judges in the SC

General Studies - II: Governance

Introduction:

As of august 2025, there are 34 sanctioned judges in the
Supreme Court but only one

women judge ( Justice B.V. Nagarathna ). In the history of
India since 1950 there were only

11 women judges out of 287 judges. This shows Severe gender
imbalance in the highest constitutional court. collegium
appointment still do not treat gender as a criteria for

selection.

Why women representation in judiciary matters?

. Fairness and diversity: Women bring unique experience
and perspectives can improve the quality of justice
especially for the women facing injustice.

« Public trust: Court will appear as more representative of
society.

« Gender sensitive judgements: Presence of women has been
linked to progressive
rulings in case related to sexual violence, gender rights,
workplace harassment etc.

. Symbolic impact: Encourages women in the legal
profession that can strengthen pipeline to the higher
judiciary.

Historical Background of Women Judges in Supreme Court

« The first woman judge was justice Fathima Beevi in 1989.

« So far there is only 11 women judges in the history of
Supreme Court.

« In the history of Supreme Court there is no women CJI
only one that is Justice

. Nagarathna is expected to become CJI and that too for
just 36 days.

« There is also absence of caste or religious diversity among
women judges.

Area of problems
Scant appointments:
« 2021 was the historic with 3 women appointed together
taking women
strength above 10% briefly.
. Rarely one or two women at a time in Supreme Court.
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Why more women judges are needed

1.Substantive justice: women bring different social context
that lead to more inclusive reasoning.

2.Democratic legitimacy: Supreme Court is supposed to be
“for all citizens” that is representation for all can
strengthens legitimacy.

3.Judicial outcomes: women judges
presence impact interpretation in gender, family and
labour law cases.

Research shows

Way forward

1. Institutionalised gender quota: Just as regional or caste
representation is considered gender should be formal
criterion.

2.Transparent collegium

« Public disclosure of reasons for appointment.

« Clear criteria for diversity and merit

3. Encourage pipeline for women lawyers:

« More direct elevation from bar.

« Support women at High Court level to build seniority

Conclusion

As there is very less representation of woman in Supreme
Court or in any other judicial body it becomes crucial and
needed to increase the representation of women in Supreme
Court or in any other judicial body. More women are needed
in Supreme Court and other public spheres to foster
inclusivity, strengthen public trust and improve judicial
outcomes by bringing diverse perspective and experiences to
legal reasoning and policy making. The presence of women
judges will enriches jurisprudence, especially in gender
sensitive cases,and promote greater legitimacy for entire
justice system. While reservation is one method to achieve
this, the broader goal is to dismantle historical barriers and
ensure equitable representation to create a truly representative
and effective judiciary that reflect the society it severs

« Source : The Hindu (Page no.6)
. Date : 3rd September
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The Way Forward on Katchatheevu, Palk

Strait Disputes

GS Paper- IlI; International Relations

Introduction

India has historical shaped regional and global diplomacy
through the India has historical shaped regional and global
diplomacy through the Panchsheel principles, the Non-Aligned
Movement, the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation and most recently with its“Neighborhood First
Policy”. This stance has generally promoted peace and
interdependence in South Asia. However its unresolved issues
with Sri Lanka, as fisheries in Palk Strait and sovereignty of
Katchatheevu island pose challenges.

The Core Issue: Fisheries Dispute in Palk Strait

1.Root Cause: Indian vessels using mechanised bottom trawling

in Sri lankan waters
2. International Norms Violated
« UNCLOS: Stresses equitable use and conservation of marine
« FAO Code of Conduct (1995): Deems bottom trawling a
destructive

Impact

« Ecological damage: Destruction of coral beds, habitat loss,
and depletion of fish stocks

» Social Conflict: A livelihood conflict within Tamil
community

» Trawler Operators: Profit-driven, damaging sustainable.

« Artisanal Fishers: Use sustainable methods but are forced
into contested waters as their near-shore resources are
depleted by trawlers.

The Katchatheevu Issue
1. Fact: Katchatheevu is a settled legal issue, not the root of the
fisheries dispute.

2.1974 India-Sri Lanka Maritime Boundary Treaty:

« Legally binding under international law principle of pacta
sunt servanda.

« Unilateral repudiation would undermine the global order,
akin to China's actions on settled frontiers.

3.Historical & Legal Justification:

» The 1974 settlement was not a "gift" but based on historical
evidence showing Sri Lankan administrative control dating
back to Portuguese, Dutch, and Jaffna kingdom rule.

« Preced: The Minquiers and Ecrehos case (ICJ, 1953) and the
Rann of Kutch Arbitration (1968) emphasize administrative
control over historical claims.
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The Way Forward

1. Government-to-Government:

« Uphold trust and treaty obligations.

. Respect international law and settled boundaries.

2.Sub-National Engagement:

« Involve Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka’s Northern Provincial
Council in
dialogue.

3. Practical Cooperative Measures:

. Implement equitable quotas for fishing days and catch
(model: Baltic Sea Fisheries Convention).

. Establish a joint research station on Katchatheevu for
marine biologists to monitor resources.

. Promote deep-sea fishing in India's EEZ to reduce
pressure on nearshore waters and illegal crossings.

4.Overarching Goal: Shift from confrontation to
cooperation, ensuring the issues become symbols of
collaboration, not conflict.

Conclusion

India and Sri Lanka share not only maritime boundaries but
also centres of cultural, religious, and kingship ties. The
fisheries issue requires fairness to both communities, raising
the artisan livelihood and ecological sustainability. The
Katchatheevu issue, meanwhile, is legally settled. It should no
longer the real problem of managing resources. By adopting a
collaborative fisheries regime, investing in deep sea
alternatives, and respecting historical legal agreements, the
pictures of Tamil Nadu and Northern province of Sri Lanka
could move from confrontation to cooperation. In the long
arc of diplomacy, smaller disputes must not overshadow the
larger vision: peace, prosperity and mutual respect in South
Asia.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 8)
. Date : 11th September
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Excess rain is no excuse for damage: Caused by Ne

Slucies

GS Paper- 3 ( Disaster Management)

Introduction

The heavy rains and flooding across the Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana this season underlying how extreme
weather interacts with governance. These recurring
floods in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana are not merely
a result of excess rainfall but a consequence of a complex
interplay between extreme weather events and
governance defict in infrastructure maintenance and
disaster preparedness.

Changing Monsoon Pattern

« Shift in monsoon behavior: Consecutive years of
extreme precipitation indicator
change.

« High intensity and short duration:
concentrated in short, intense burst
(27% of Andhra’s annual rain in 2 days in 2024,
Vizianagaram with 46% excess).

- Timing: Extreme rainfall now occur in late August or
early September, strainingalready near capacity.

Rainfall is

Reservoir Management Challenge
« Lack of flood cushion: Reservoir like Srisailam (94%
full)and Nagarjuna Sagar
+ Reactive, not proactive Management: The current
system lacks anticipatory release of water based on
real time hydrological forecast

Neglect of critical Infrastructure

- Minor Tributaries and Drainage Channels : Often
ignored in policy, they become critical choke point
Budameru rivulet with capacity of 7000 cusecs,
received (35000 cusecs)

« Poor Maintenance : Intense like the unrepaired gate
at Prakram Barrage and sinking or collapsing
floodbanks along the Godavari near Bhadrachalam
directly hamper effective flood control

« Urban Flooding Drivers : Encroached stromwater

i\f:khannels, partially desilted partially desilted.
OY\ P'i
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Governance and Policy Deficits

. Relief over Resilience: Mature disaster management
apparatus saves lives, but the focus is skewed towards
immediate relief (Z1 crore per district released in

. Incomplete projects: Critical works like strengthening
food banks and completing

. Lack of accountability: Protects highlight issues of opaque
relief fund uptake and

. Not continuous Maintenance: Infrastructure upkeep is not
installed from political .

Way forward

. Anticipatory Reservoir Management: In corporate real
time hydrological modelling to proactively draw down
water level before a predicted deluge, creating a “flood
cushion”

- Holistic urban planning: Prioritising and protect drainage
network and move beyond “cosmetic desilting drives” to
comprehensive, scientific drainage system and also
reserving permeable land for water absorption

« Avoid Fatalism : while extraordinary rain can overwhelm
any system, using this as an excuse to avoid reform is it
dangerous path.

Conclusion

Extreme rainfall cannot be prevented but its consequences
can be moderated by anticipating it. Reservoir management,
for example, needs to incorporate real time

hydrological modelling so that water level are drawn down
before a deluge, Creating flood cushion. Urban planning
must prioritise drainage networks and reserve permeable land
for water absorption, moving beyond cosmetic desilting
drives. Flood banks and sluices require, continues not
episodic, maintenance and there unkeep should be insulated
from political cycles Neither state is wrong to argue that
extraordinary rains can overwhelm even robust systems, but
both risk fatalism if they use this as an excuse to avoid them.

« Source:The Hindu (Page no.6)
« Date :4th September
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Introduction

The passage of Indian Ports Bill, 2025 in the Rajiya Sabha, on August
18, marks a pivotal moment in India’s maritime legislative history.
Intended to repeal and replace the Act of 1908, it comes alongside the
newly enacted Coastal Shipping Act, 2025 the Carriage of Goods by
Sea BIll, 2025, and the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025, a legislative
package that the government hails as critical to streamlining maritime
governance and bringing India’s shipping regulation in line with
global practices.

Critical Analysis of the Indian Ports Bill, 2025

Positive Intent: Hailed as a facilitative law for ease of business and
sustainable port development.

Key Criticisms:

1. Centralization of Power:

« The Maritime State Development Council (chaired by the Union
Minister) can direct states to follow central guidelines.

« State Maritime Boards cannot adjust their frameworks without
central approval.

« Seen as '"federal subordination" rather than cooperative
federalism, forcing states to align with central schemes like
Sagarmala and PM Gati Shakti.

2.Vague Regulatory Powers: Could impose unmanageable
compliance burdens on smaller operators.

3.Flawed Dispute Resolution: Clause 17 bars civil courts from
hearing port disputes.

« Forces parties into internal committees created by the authorities,
raising concerns about impartiality and potentially deterring
private investment.

Critical Analysis of the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025

Positive Steps:
1. Modernizes registration, safety, and environmental rules.
2.Expands vessel definitions to include offshore units.

3. Aligns liability and insurance with international conventions.

Key Criticisms:
1. Dilution of Ownership Safeguards:

« Old Act (1985) required full Indian ownership.

« New Act permits "partly" Indian ownership, including by
Overseas Citizens of India (OCls) and foreign entities, with
thresholds left to government notification.

2.Risk of 'Flag of Convenience':

« This creates a risk of India becoming a jurisdiction where foreign
owners effectively control ships flying the Indian flag.

« Bureaucratic Burden: Mandatory registration for all vessels,
regardless of size, burdens small operators.
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Critical Analysis of the Coastal Shipping Act, 2025

« Stated Aim: To strengthen cabotage rules (reserving domestic
coastal trade for Indian-flagged vessels).

« Key Criticisms:

1. Excessive Discretion: The Director General of Shipping has
sweeping powers to license foreign vessels on vague grounds
like "national security," inviting arbitrary application.

2.Burden on Small Operators: Fishing industry and small
operators struggle with mandatory voyage and cargo reporting
requirements without clear data usage guidelines.

3.Undermining Local Autonomy: The centrally mandated
National Coastal and Inland Shipping Strategic Plan sidelines
state

The Way Forward

« Process Flaw: The Bills were passed without referral to a
Parliamentary Standing Committee, lacking scrutiny and
political consensus.

o Core Tensions: The reforms risk sacrificing federal balance, fair
competition, and long-term maritime security for the sake of
modernization and ease of business for a few large players.

« Recommendations for Course Correction:

1. Specify in Law: Ownership thresholds and licensing rules must
be clearly defined in the law itself, not left to executive
discretion.

2.Restore Federal Balance: Ensure meaningful participation and
autonomy for coastal states in planning and regulation.

3.Ensure Impartial Adjudication: Revise dispute resolution
mechanisms to include independent judicial review.

4.Protect Small Operators: Differentiate compliance requirements
to avoid crushing small-scale and traditional operators

Conclusion

None of this is to deny the need for an updating legal framework.
India certainly must modernise its maritime legislation. But reforms
should not come at the expense of federal balance and fair
competition. Ownership thresholds and licensing Rules ought to be
clearly specified in law, not left to executive discretion. As it stands,
too many of the provisions are arbitrary from dispute resolution
that lacks judicial independence to excluding state from any
meaningful role in planning. These measures may be a beginning,
but without significant amendments, the risk delivering ease of
doing business for a few whiles eroding the federal compact and
weakening India’s long term maritime security.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 6)
« Date : 4th September
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Introduction

The Supreme Court of India on July 17, 2025 , in Ram Charan
and Ors. Vs Sukhram and Ors. , the bench of Justice Sanjay
Karol and Justice Joymalya Baghi equated the exclusion of
daughter in ancestral property to be a negation of their
fundamental rights to equality. Thus, looking at the issues of a
tribal woman’s property rights through the lens of gender
equality becomes significant. It is a matter of deep gender
injustice that most tribal women do not have pieces of legislative
giving them statutory rights in ancestral property.

The Core Legal Case: Ram Charan vs Sukhram (2023)

« Facts: Legal heirs of a Scheduled Tribe (ST) woman, Dhaiya,
sought partition of their maternal grandfather's property in
Chhattisgarh. -

« Lower Courts' Ruling: The Trial Court and First Appellate
Court dismissed the plea, citing that no custom exists in the
Gond tribe for female heirs to inherit ancestral property.

« High Court's Landmark Judgment: The Chhattisgarh High
Court granted equal share to the female heir's legal heirs.

« Reasoning: Denying a female heir her right under the "garb of
customs" exacerbates gender discrimination, which the law
must weed out.

« Significance: This represents a progressive judicial
interpretation prioritizing gender justice over uncodified
customary practices.

Historical Legal Precedents and Contrasts

1.Madhu Kishwar vs State of Bihar (1996):

« The Supreme Court, in a majority judgment, refused to strike
down customary laws that excluded tribal women from
inheritance.

« The Court feared it would cause "chaos" in the existing legal
framework.

« This highlights the shift in judicial philosophy from 1996
(caution) to 2023 (activism for gender justice).

2.Prabha Mira vs Martha Ekka (2022 -Jharkhand HC):

« The Court ruled in favor of the property rights of Oraon
tribe women.

« It placed the burden of proof on the party claiming the
discriminatory custom, which they failed to provide.

« This set a precedent for requiring proof of "antiquity and
continuity" for a custom to be legally valid.
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The Current Scenario and Challenges

« Legal Framework: Tribals in Scheduled Areas are governed by
their customary laws in matters of marriage, succession, and
adoption.

« Statistical Evidence: The All India Report on Agriculture Census
2015-16 shows only 16.7% of ST women possess land, compared
to 83.3% of ST men.

« Arguments Against Women's Inheritance (and their Counter):

.Communitarian Ownership: Land is community property, with

—

no individual owners. - Counter: Proceeds from land
sales/acquisitions rarely go to the Gram Sabha, benefiting
individuals.

2.Fear of Land Alienation: Tribal women marrying non-tribals
may lead to land passing out of the community.

« Counter: This denies a fundamental right based on a generalized
fear and fails to consider legal safeguards.

« Test for Customary Law: For a custom to be legally valid, it must
pass tests of antiquity, certainty, reasonableness, and conformity
with public policy.

The Way Forward

« Judicial Affirmation: The SC in Kamala Neil vs Special Land
Acquisition Officer (2022) took an affirmative stand, signaling a
move towards gender parity.

« Legislative Reform Since Section 2(2) of the Hindu Succession
Act, 2005, excludes Scheduled Tribes, there is a strong case for
enacting a separate Tribal Succession Act. Codification of tribal
laws, similar to laws for Hindus, Muslims, and Christians, can
bring clarity and substantially resolve the issue of gender
discrimination.

« Role of Judiciary: Continue to apply the test of reasonableness
and public policy to strike down discriminatory customs that
violate constitutional rights.

Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s July 2025 judgment marks a historic turning
point in advancing gender justice for tribal women. Yet, lasting
reform requires more than judicial intervention, it needs legislative
codification, social sensitization, and integration of constitutional
values into tribal governance frameworks. Recognizing tribal women
as equal stakeholders in ancestral property is not just a matter of
law, but of justice, dignity, and true nation-building.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 6)
« Date : 13th September
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India Signalled a Change in Foreign Policy
Stance at the SCO Summit

GS PAPER-2 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Introduction

India’s foreign policy has historically oscillated between balancing
great power politics and safeguarding its strategic autonomy. The
2025 SCO Summit in China witnessed a landmark moment: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s first bilateral engagement with Chinese
President Xi Jinping since the 2020 military standoff. The visit not
only revived dormant dialogues but also underscored India’s
shifting posture in a multipolar world marked by U.S. sanctions,
instability in West Asia, and contestations within Eurasia.

Significance of Indian Prime Minister’s Visit to China

1.Seven-year gap: PM Modi had not travelled to China since
2017, making this a major diplomatic breakthrough.

2.First bilateral since standoff: Meeting with Xi Jinping was the
first since the 2020 military confrontation along the LAC.

3.Three-year SCO absence: Modi’s return to SCO after three
years shows India’s willingness to re-engage with a grouping
seen as anti-Western.

4.Optics of bonhomie: Images with Xi and Putin evoked
memories of the inactive Russia-India-China trilateral,
signalling recalibration.

Revival of India-China Bilateral Engagement

1. Troop disengagement: Both leaders endorsed the normalisation
process initiated in October 2024.

2. Boundary resolution: Agreed to fast-track talks between Special
Representatives.

3. Connectivity revival: Resumption of direct flights and visa
facilitation announced.

4. Economic ties: Leaders stressed on building trade relations to
stabilise world commerce.

5. Mutual trust rhetoric: Modi stressed ties based on “mutual trust,
respect and sensitivity”, while Xi used the metaphor of “Dragon
and Elephant” coming together.

External Drivers of India’s Foreign Policy Recalibration

- U.S. tariffs and sanctions: American restrictions and mistrust
of the Trump administration nudged India to diversify
partnerships.

« Strategic compulsion: India managed to side-step concerns like
China’s support to Pakistan during Operation Sindoor,
UNSC/NSG opposition, and shielding of terrorists.

« Multipolar optics: India’s engagement at SCO
balancing between West and Eurasia.

signals
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Key Outcomes of the 2025 SCO Summit

1. Tianjin declaration: Strong language against cross-
border terrorism, including condemnation of the
Pahalgam attack (India) and Balochistan attacks
(Pakistan).

2.West Asian crisis: SCO united on humanitarian crisis
in Gaza and condemned U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran.

3.China’s push: Xi proposed an SCO Development
Bank.

4.India’s push: Modi proposed a Civilisational
Dialogue among SCO members.

5.India’s reservation: Continued opposition to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) paragraph.

Missed Diplomatic Opportunities at the Summit
« Skipped SCO Plus: Indian Prime Minister did not
attend the extended “SCO Plus” Summit, limiting
engagement with neighbourhood and Global South
leaders.
+ Regional bonding gap: While optics were strong,
substantive regional outreach was diluted.

Conclusion

The SCO Summit underscored India’s willingness to
recalibrate its foreign policy in a changing world order.
Modi’s visit after years of distance marked a thaw with
China, greater Eurasian engagement, and assertion of
India’s independent foreign policy despite U.S.
pressures. However, missed opportunities in broader
outreach and unresolved trust deficits with China remain
cautionary notes.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 6)
. Date : 3rd September
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Introduction

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Japan for the
15th India- Japan Annual Summit (2025) with PM
Shigeru Ishiba, were the two Sides adopted a 2035
vision statement, raised Japanese investment targets
in India 2 $68 billion, signed 170 MoUs, updated
their 2008 security partnership. India and Japan
share special strategic and global partnership, build
on civilization ties, shirt democratic values, anco
converging geopolitical interest. The 15th Annual
Summit (Tokyo 2025) reaffirmed the stability and
depth of this partnership at a time of global
turbulence trade frictions, technological
contestations, security threats.

Key Outcomes of the 15th Annual Summit

Economic Cooperation

e Japanese business raised investment target in India
to $68 billion, with 170 MoUs signed.

* 2035 Vision Statement: Eight priorities areas
including mobility, green technology, and economic
security.

* Progress on Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail
(Bullet Train) project, leader visited Japanese
facilities.

Security and strategic dialogue

* Upgraded 2008 security partnership to include
annual NSA level dialogue.

* Good convergence on QUAD,
Corporation and UNSC reform.

* Joint condemnation of North Korea’s missile
programme and cross border terrorism.

People to people and Connectivity

e “Next - Gen S State Prefecture Partnership" for
grassroots engagement.

* Boosting direct flight connectivity.
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Indo- Pacific

al Churn

Geopolitical Context and Subtext

. Global trade frictions: Summit took place after
American tariff hikes that threaten India and
Japan’s export markets.

. China’s Factor: India preparing for talks with Xi
Jinping to normalise ties after 4 years standoff
and Japan is concerned over East China Sea
tensions and its own trade disputes with the US.

. QUAD Dimension: Emphasis on upcoming
QUAD summit despite uncertainty in US politics.

« Message of stability: Both leaders to judge acted
India- Japan ties are steady, forward looking and
resilient amidst global churn.

Strategic significance of India Japan ties
« Economic Security: Building resilient supply pins
and semiconductor capacity counters Chinese

dominance.

. Energy and Green Transition: Partnership in clean
energy, mobility, and climate friendly
technologies.

+ Defence and security: Regular military exercise,
naval corporation, and shared Indo Pacific vision.

« Global governance: Common push for US reform,
rule-based order, and open sea lanes.

Conclusion

The Summit renewed focus on economic security,
technology, and Indo -Pacific corporation trajectory,
a stable, next generation partnership that balances
geopolitics and grass roots connectivity. The message
that Mr. Narendra Modi and Mr Ishiba sent out was
that amidst geopolitics turmoil caused by global
powers, India -Japan relationship remains stable and
continues to grow.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 6)
. Date : 1st September
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WAQF ACT, 2025: Judicial Restraint in

Action

GS Paper Il - Polity and Governance, Separation of Powers, and Role of Judiciary

Introduction

« In April 2025, the Indian Parliament
enacted sweeping amendments to the Waqf
Act, seeking to overhaul the management of
waqf properties, enhance transparency,
introduce stricte rules, and expand
governmental oversight.

« While supporters commend the reforms as a
necessary corrective to decades of
mismanagement and encroachments, critics
warn that several provisions risk
undermining religious freedoms, property
rights, and historical waqf practices.

« The Supreme Court's response so far reveals
something important: judicial restraint is
alive, even as constitutional questions loom
large.

Legislative Ambit vs Constitutional Git
The Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025 introduces
several contentious clauses:

1. A requirement that a person must have
practised Islam for at least five years in
order to create a waqf.

2. Empowering district collectors or executive
officers to adjudicate whether disputed land
is waqf or government property.
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« Changes in the composition and
nomination of Waqf Boards and the
Central Waqf Council, including
nonMuslim members in significant
numbers

These amendments touch sensitive
constitutional turf:

1) Articles 14 (equality)

2) Articles 25-26 (religious freedom)
3) Article 300A (property rights).

« Source : The Hindu (page no 8)
« Date : 14th September
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GS Paper Il - Polity and Governance, Separation of Powers, and Role of Judiciary

Introduction

Rather than striking down the amendments wholesale, the
Supreme Court has taken a measured, cautious approach: It
refused to stay the entire Act, emphasising the strong
presumption in favour of constitutionality for laws passed
by Parliament. It stayed certain key provisions, particularly
the "five-year practice" requirement and the clause giving a
Collector executive powers over deciding waqf property
disputes. This stay is conditional - to last until proper rules
or mechanisms are framed or until djudicatory bodies
(tribunals) are in place. For other provisions (like inclusion
of non-Muslims in Waqf Boards), the Court has allowed
them to remain, though with limitations and guidelines (caps
on number, preference in exofficio membership etc.). The
Chief Justice has emphasised that unless a "very strong case"
is made, courts should refrain from interfering with
legislative decisions.

Why This Strikes a Balance

This approach shows judicial restraint: the court is neither

rubber-stamping the legislation nor acting as a super-

legislature.

. Preservation of legislative sovereignty: The Court's
reluctance to nullify the law entirely respects
Parliament's role in shaping policies.

Protection of constitutional rights: By staying specific

clauses that appear arbitrary or overbroad, the Court

preserves the rights of those who may be unfairly
impacted or whose rights are under threat.

- Rule of law & procedural fairness: By insisting on
mechanisms for determining who is a "practitioner of
Islam for five years", and that disputes over waqf status
be adjudicated through tribunals (judicial or
quasijudicial),the Court is upholding principles of due
process.

« Separation of powers: The Court has drawn lines, for
instance, that executive officers (like Collectors) cannot
decide contested questions of property rights without
judicial oversight.
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This protects individuals executive

overreach.

from potential

Risks & What Remains Uncertain
Even a cautious judicial approach cannot fully allay
concerns:

. The delayed arrival of rules or tribunals may leave
people in limbo; damage (loss of property,
administrative harm) may already occur.

. Some clauses that remain valid may still cause harm
in practice if implemented badly or overzealously.

« The court's interim orders protect against immediate
danger, but the larger constitutional challenges (on
equality, free conscience, religious identity) are yet to
be finally settled. There is risk that, under the guise of
reform, rights of minority institutions might be
eroded without adequate safeguards.

Way Forward: Institutional Safeguards & Legislative Care
To ensure governance without trampling constitutional
values:

1. Transparent rule-making: Before contentious clauses
(like "practised Islam for five years") come into effect,
states must frame clear, fair, objective rules.

2. Functional tribunals: Waqf tribunals need to be
impartial, accessible, and timely, so that disputes are
resolved judicially rather than administratively.

3. Community consultation: Minority bodies should have a
say in how waqf properties are registered, managed, and
how boards are constituted.

4. Continuous judicial oversight: The Supreme Court's
restraint should not turn to neglect: vigilance is needed to
ensure interim orders aren't rendered hollow by
administrative laxity.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 6)
. Date : 12 September
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Equalising Food Consumption: A Step Towards
Inclusive Food Security_

GS Paper Il - Governance, Social Justice, and Government Policies & Interventions

Introduction

In a country that produces enough food to feed its
population, the paradox of hunger and malnutrition
persists. India has made significant strides in
agricultural productivity and food availability, yet
millions remain undernourished or deprived of
nutritious  food.  The  recent  Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) shows
that while non-foop consumption 1is rising
(indicating rising incomes and changing lifestyles),
food expenditure share has declined. This is good as
a trend, but the distribution matters: not everyone is
moving upwards together, and the poorest still
spend a large share of their income on food.
Moreover, dietary quality is unequal. For example,
cereals have become a nearly universal staple-
enabled by the Public Distribution System (PDS)-
but protein sources like pulses remain far less
accessible to poorer households. The consumption
of pulses among the bottom 5% in expenditure is
significantly lower than among the top 5%.

Challenges

Subsidy Design & Targeting: Universal or near-
universal subsidies on cereals have helped reduce
hunger; yet, subsidies for nutrient-dense foods
(pulses, millets, vegetables) are much smaller or
absent.

. Price Volatility: Prices of protein foods, fresh
produce tend to fluctuate more; lowincome
households suffer the most.

« Supply Chain & Infrastructure Gaps: Poor cold-
storage, transport, market access make
perishable nutritious foods expensive and less
available in remote or poor areas.

« Cultural, Social Barriers: Dietary habits, social
norm constraints (e.g. which households eat

what), awareness about nutrition etc.
&
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Nutritional Security vs Just Food Security: Access to
calories is not enough; micronutrients, balanced diets are
essential.

Policy Imperatives and solutions
1. Re-structure Subsidies & Public Distribution

Expand PDS to cover pulses/protein sources, perhaps as
key entitlements. Introduce "nutritious food baskets" in
subsidised schemes (beyond just cereals).

Rationalise cereal subsidies (where over-entitlements
exist) and redirect savings to nutrition-rich food.

2.Improve Supply Chains for Perishables

Invest in cold chains, local markets, better transport for
fruits, vegetables, dairy, fish.

Support small producers and farmers for more
diversified agricultural production (not just cereals).

3. Price Stabilization & Market Regulation

Buffer mechanisms for pulses/ vegetables to reduce
volatility.

Minimum support or procurement along with import
policy to ensure stable supply of protein foods.

4. Nutrition Awareness & Behavioural Change

Public health campaigns to promote dietary diversity.
School meals, ICDS etc. should include diverse foods,
not just staples.

5. Data-Driven Geographic & SocioEconomic Targeting

Use survey / deprivation indices to identify
districts/populations with low consumption/nutrition.
Design differential support in areas which are lagging.

6. Link Food with Health & Education Policies

Strengthen inter-sectoral coordination: agriculture +
health + nutrition + social welfare.

Ensure that malnutrition, stunting, hidden hunger are
tracked and addressed.

Source : The Hindu (page no 10)
Date : 15th September

51



India Needs t Mor

rucial Coal

LR
h

GS Paper Il - Governance, Social Justice, and Health

Introduction

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the
United Nations in 2015 set out an ambitious agenda for global
development by 2030. Among the 17 goals, SDG-3 - "Ensure
healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages" stands at
the heart of sustainable progress. Health is both a prerequisite and
an outcome of development. Yet, India's journey toward achieving
SDG-3 reveals a mixed picture: remarkable gains in some areas,
but persistent gaps in others that demand urgent attention.

Progress Made - But Not Enough

India has made undeniable strides in public health over the past
two decades. Infant and maternal mortality rates have fallen, life
expectancy has risen, and the reach of primary healthcare has
expanded under initiatives like Ayushman Bharat, National
Health Mission, and Poshan Abhiyaan. The government's focus
on universal health coverage, along with efforts to tackle
communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV
AIDS, reflect steady progress. However, the 2024 UN SDG
Progress Report shows that India is off track on several indicators
of SDG-3. Rising cases of non-communicable diseases (NCDs),
malnutrition, mental health neglect, air pollution-related deaths,
and inadequate healthcare infrastructure in rural areas remain key
obstacles..

The Gaps in India's Health Story

1. Non-Communicable Diseases on the Rise: Over 60% of deaths
in India now occur due to NCDs like diabetes, heart disease,
cancer, and respiratory illnesses. Lifestyle factors, pollution,
and lack of preventive care are major contributors.

2.Public Health Spending Remains Low: India spends only
around 2% of GDP on healthcare, far below the global
average. This underinvestment leads to dependence on private
healthcare and high out-of-pocket expenses, pushing millions
into poverty each year.

3.Inequalities in Access: The urban-rural and rich-poor divide
continues to define India's health outcomes. Many rural areas
still face shortages of doctors, medicines, and diagnostic
facilities.
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4. Malnutrition and Maternal Health: Despite
progress, 35% of Indian children under five are
stunted, and anemia affects nearly 57% of women
(NFHS-5). These figures directly threaten SDG-3
targets of reducing preventable deaths and improving
nutrition.

5. Mental Health - The Silent Crisis: Mental health
disorders are on the rise, especially among youth, but
stigma and lack of infrastructure persist. India needs
more psychiatrists, counsellors, and awareness
programs.

Why SDG-3 Matters

Health is the foundation upon which every other goal
stands - from education and employment to gender
equality and poverty reduction. A healthy population
means productive citizens, stronger human capital,
and sustainable economic growth. Failure to meet
SDG-3 targets will ripple across the other 16 goals,
undermining India's entire 2030 Agenda.

Conclusion:

India's success in achieving SDG-3 will define its
broader progress on the path of sustainable
development. The pandemic underscored the value of
resilient public health systems and preventive care.
As 2030 draws nearer, India must treat SDG-3 not
merely as a health goal, but as a national
development imperative. A healthy India is not just a
moral commitment - it is the foundation for an
equitable, prosperous, and sustainable future.
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Judicial Innovation vs Legislative Paralysis

GS Paper Il - Polity and Governance

Introduction

In ademocracy governed by the rule of law, the
legislature,executive, and judiciary are meant to
function as co-equal pillars. Yet, in India and many
democracies today, the scales appear tilted - where
judicial innovation often steps in to fill the void left by
legislative paralysis. What should ideally be a
relationship of balance has increasingly become one of
substitution. When the Court Becomes a Problem-
Solver In recent years, India's higher judiciary has
taken up issues ranging from environmental protection
and gender equality to privacy, same-sex rights, and
political accountability. Whether it was the Vishaka
Guidelines on sexual harassment, the decriminalisation
of Section 377, or directives on pollution and
interlinking of rivers - the courts have creatively
expanded constitutional principles to protect citizens'
rights in the absence of timely legislative action. This is
judicial innovation - the proactive use of constitutional
interpretation to meet evolving social needs. It reflects
the judiciary's responsiveness when the legislature
hesitates or delays action on pressing moral and policy
questions.

The Other Side: Legislative Paralysis

On the other hand, legislative paralysis has become a
defining feature of modern governance. Polarised
politics, endless disruptions in Parliament, and short-
term populism often prevent lawmakers from debating
and passing socially progressive laws. Issues like data
protection, electoral reforms, and gender justice have
languished for years without decisive legislative action.
In this vacuum, the judiciary's activism, though well
intentioned, becomes both a necessity and concern -
necessary for justice, but concerning for democracy.
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A Constitutional Tightrope

Judicial innovation keeps constitutional morality
alive, but it also risks judicial overreach. Courts are
not elected; their legitimacy stems from law, not
popular will. When judges start framing detailed
policy guidelines or managing executive functions,
they risk blurring institutional boundaries. The
famous caution of Justice J.S. Verma - "Judicial
activism must not become judicial adventurism" - still
resonates. At the same time, constant judicial
intervention is a symptom, not the cause. It reflects
how the legislature has often failed to rise to the
expectations of a changing society.

Restoring Balance

The solution lies not in curbing the judiciary's spirit
but in reviving the legislature's capacity. Parliament
must reclaim its deliberative role, hold informed
debates, and legislate on emerging issues with clarity
and empathy. Judicial creativity should complement,
not compensate for, legislative inertia. Institutional
respect must flow both ways - with courts showing
restraint and lawmakers showing responsibility.

Conclusion

The tension between judicial innovation and
legislative paralysis is ultimately a struggle over
democratic accountability. When the legislature fails
to act, the judiciary innovates; when the judiciary
innovates too far, democracy is strained. A mature
democracy demands that both institutions perform
their roles with conviction - lawmakers making the
law, and judges interpreting it - for only then can the
spirit of the Constitution truly thrive.

https:Ihwww.insightsonindia. comleditorials/
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India China moving beyond Galwan

General Paper-2; Topic- International relations, India and its Neighbourhood - Relations

Introduction

India and China appear to be moving towards a new
modus vivendi to maintain peace and tranquility
along their disputed 4,000-kilometer border.

Past border disputes:

. In 2020, the older arrangements, shaped by the
agreements of 1993, 1996, 2005, and 2013- broke
down in Ladakh after the Chinese massed troops
in Tibet.

. They established blockades at six points on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) to prevent Indian
troops from patrolling the border.

« A clash at Galwan in June 2020 led to the deaths
of 20 Indian and four Chinese soldiers, the first
such losses on the LAC since 1975.

« The Sino-Indian clash(2022) at Yangtse, north-
east of Tawang, suggests that new measures may
be needed across the LAC, and not just in
Ladakh.

News Highlights

. Mr. Wang was in Delhi at the invitation of NSA
Ajit Doval for the 24th Special Representatives
talk on the boundary question.

. India and China agreed to resume border trade at
three points, restart direct flights, expand the
Kailash Manasarovar yatra slots for pilgrims and
relax visas.

. Positive discussions on the lifting of export
restrictions by China on fertilizers, rare earth
products and boring machinery.

. The two sides agreed to expedite the process of
boundary resolution of the 3,500 km India-China
border.
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. The Modi government agreed to build on the 2005
agreement of Political Parameters and Guiding
Principles for the Settlement of the India-China
Boundary Question.

Outcomes
. Delhi has decided that it can now “move ahead” from
the PLA transgressions, Galwan clashes and the
standoff.
. PM Modi travel to Tianjin for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Meeting where he
also met with Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Conclusion

India and China are taking gradual steps towards
rebuilding trust and stabilizing bilateral ties after the
Galwan Valley clashes in 2020. The two countries have
engaged in diplomatic efforts, border disengagement
agreements, and high-level meetings to restore peace and
cooperation.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 6)
. Date : 23th September
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rship: Holding the Line

Ne n
Against lllegitimate Demands

(GS Paper Il - International Relations & Polity)

Introduction

Nepal stands yet again at a political crossroads. The interim administration
in Kathmandu has assumed office in the aftermath of a fractious dissolution
of Parliament, an episode symptomatic of the deeper malaise within Nepal’s
post-monarchy political evolution. What was envisioned as a stable
democratic order under the 2015 Constitution has too often been derailed by
opportunistic alliances, constitutional brinkmanship, and an undercurrent of
populism that challenges institutional integrity.

« The present leadership, tasked only with steering the nation toward fresh
elections, finds itself besieged by demands that seek to reshape the
republic itself from reviving monarchical symbols to questioning the
federal secular framework.

« In choosing restraint over appeasement, the interim leadership is, in
effect, testing the resilience of Nepal’s democracy.

The Anatomy of Fragile Constitutionalism

« Nepal’s constitutional experiment is young and deeply layered. It rests
upon a hard-won equilibrium between competing identities ethnic,
linguistic, and regional and between visions of a secular republic and a
traditional monarchy.

« This quilibrium remains fragile. Each political crisis since 2015 has
chipped away at the faith of ordinary citizens in the institutions meant to
embody this balance.

« The current interim setup is, therefore, not merely a caretaker
administration; it is the custodian of a constitutional legacy. By
resisting calls to revisit the structure of federalism or to defer elections in
the name of “stability,” it is upholding a crucial democratic ethic that
legitimacy flows only through constitutionally sanctioned processes.

« Judicial interventions in recent years, including Nepal’s Supreme Court
reinstating the dissolved House of Representatives (2021), have
established a precedent for constitutional accountability.

« The interim leadership’s cautious adherence to these norms sustains this
continuity of rule of law.

Balancing Popular Grievances and Constitutional Integrity

« What complicates Nepal’s governance dilemma is the co-existence of
legitimate social grievances with politically opportunistic demands.

« Madhesi and Janajati communities continue to voice concerns of under-
representation and exclusion within the federal structure.

« Addressing these issues requires nuanced dialogue and incremental
reforms, not structural dismantling.

« Here, the interim government’s restraint reflects a deeper understanding
that democratic consolidation is not achieved through quick concessions
but through patient institution-building

« To preserve faith in the political process, the administration must ensure
transparency in electoral preparation, strengthen the Election
Commission’s autonomy, and create space for civic participation.
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India, China, and the Strategic Periphery

Every tremor in Nepal’s domestic politics reverberates across
the Himalayas. India’s calibrated response to the current
situation underscores its recognition of Nepal's sovereign
choices and the limits of external influence.

A stable, democratic Nepal is indispensable to India’s own
neighborhood vision anchored in connectivity, cultural
affinity, and people-to-people ties.

China’s engagement through the Belt and Road Initiative
and political outreach has expanded, particularly when
Kathmandu’s leadership has appeared unstable.

The interim government’s capacity to conduct balanced
diplomacy avoiding the optics of dependency while
safeguarding autonomy will be pivotal in determining
Nepal’s long-term regional posture.

Guarding the Democratic Idea

The larger significance of Nepal’s interim leadership lies
beyond immediate political arithmetic.

In choosing to hold firm against unconstitutional pressures,
it is affirming the moral essence of constitutionalism that
institutions must outlast individuals and ideologies.

For India and the South Asian region, Nepal’s experience
serves as a reminder that democracy in post-colonial
societies is not a static achievement but a continuous
negotiation between power and principle.

In Reflection

When India’s Constituent Assembly drafted the
Constitution, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar warned that the success of
any democracy ultimately depends on the spirit of its people
and their leaders.

Nepal today stands at that same test. Its interim
government’s quiet defiance of illegitimate demands is a
reaffirmation of constitutional morality, a principle
enshrined in Article 1 of the Constitution of Nepal, which
declares that “sovereignty and state authority lie in the
people.”

Source : The Hindu (Page no.10)
Date: 19th September 2025
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Eighting Smoke with Strategy: India's Battle
Against Stubble Burning

GS Paper Ill - Environment, Agriculture, Science & Technology; GS Paper Il - Governance &
Centre-State Relations)

Introduction
« Every winter, a familiar haze blankets northern India. The smog

Research and Innovation
« The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has

that engulfs Delhi and its adjoining states is not merely a seasonal
inconvenience, it is a public health emergency, a governance
challenge, and a test of India’s environmental commitment.

At the heart of this crisis lies the practice of stubble burning, the
large-scale incineration of crop residue by farmers in Punjab,
Haryana, and parts of Uttar Pradesh to clear fields for the next
sowing cycle.

Despite years of campaigns, penalties, and incentives, the problem
persists. What makes this issue particularly complex is that it lies at
the intersection of agriculture, economics, and governance,
demanding not just technological solutions but empathetic
policymaking.

Understanding the Root of the Smoke
« The

Green Revolution, while ensuring food security, also
entrenched a paddy-wheat cropping pattern that left farmers with

developed PUSA Decomposer, a microbial solution that accelerates
stubble decomposition within 15-20 days.

Despite these measures, inconsistent enforcement and limited
awareness have restricted large-scale adoption.

The Governance Dimension: Coordination or Confrontation?

Stubble burning underscores a recurring challenge in India’s federal
structure-centre- state coordination in environmental governance.
While environmental protection is a shared responsibility under the
Constitution’s Seventh Schedule, states often cite limited financial
capacity and political compulsions.

A more integrated framework, linking agricultural subsidies to
sustainable practices, could bridge this gap.

Collaborative models, where panchayats are empowered to
implement residue management at the local level, would also
enhance accountability.

Towards a Sustainable Future
The solution lies not in blame, but in balance between environmental
responsibility and farmers’ economic realities. Experts recommend:

little time between harvests.
« The mechanization of agriculture, through machines like the
combine harvester, created a new problem, large volumes of non-

reusable stubble. Farmers, facing tight sowing windows and high
costs of residue management, found burning to be the quickest and
cheapest option.

The result is a toxic mix: particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10),
black carbon, and greenhouse gases that degrade soil quality,
contribute to global warming, and aggravate respiratory ailments
across the Indo-Gangetic plain. *According to studies by the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), nearly 20 million tonnes of
paddy residue are burned annually in north India, contributing to
almost 30-40% of Delhi’s winter pollution.

Crop Diversification: Encouraging maize, pulses, and oilseeds
through assured procurement to break the paddy-wheat cycle.
Decentralized Bioeconomy: Establishing rural bioenergy hubs to
create value from residue waste.

Public—Private Partnerships: Attracting investment in biomass
processing, logistics, and supply chains.

Behavioral Change Campaigns: Sustained awareness programs, led
by local influencers and cooperatives, can make sustainability a
social movement rather than a state directive.

Conclusion: A Fight Beyond Fire

Policy Efforts and Technological Interventions « India’s struggle against stubble burning is not just about cleaner
Over the past few years, India has attempted a series of measures to curb air, it is about rethinking agricultural sustainability, governance
the menace: responsiveness, and technological inclusivity.

« Promotion of In-Situ Management: Machines such as the Happy « The path forward demands what Mahatma Gandhi once called

Seeder, Super Straw Management System (SMS), and Zero Till
Drill have been promoted through subsidies under the Crop Residue
Management (CRM) Scheme. These allow farmers to sow wheat §

“constructive cooperation” where state machinery, scientific
innovation, and farmers’ agency move together, not in parallel.
In spirit, it echoes Article 48A of the Indian Constitution, which

directly without removing the stubble.

Ex-Situ Solutions: Efforts are underway to convert crop residue into
bioenergy, compressed biogas, or industrial raw material. Projects
under the SATAT (Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable
Transportation) initiative have begun integrating paddy straw into
bio-CNG plants.
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directs the State to protect and improve the environment and
safeguard forests and wildlife.
Upholding this constitutional vision requires not coercion, but
conviction, a shared belief that the smoke over our fields need not
define the future of our skies.

Source : The Hindu (page no 10)

Date : 19th September 2025 56
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From Brain Drain to Brain Gain: Reducing

Dependence on U.S.

GS Paper Il - International Relations; GS Paper Ill - Economy, Employment, Startups)

Introduction

« For decades, India’s brightest minds have migrated to the United
States in search of better opportunities, higher pay, and advanced
research ecosystems.

« The phenomenon of “brain drain™ became synonymous with India’s
global talent story, particularly in the fields of technology, medicine,
and research.

« Yet, the global economic slowdown, shifting visa policies, and the
rise of India’s domestic innovation ecosystem are prompting a quiet
reversal, an evolution from brain drain to brain gain.

This shift is not merely demographic.

Tracing the Legacy of Brain Drain

« In the post-independence decades, limited domestic opportunities
and inadequate research funding compelled many highly educated
Indians to emigrate.

« By the 1990s and 2000s, the IT revolution accelerated this outflow.
Indian engineers and scientists became the backbone of Silicon
Valley, with Indians constituting over 70% of H-1B visa holders in
recent years.

« While this contributed to India’s global reputation for intellectual
excellence, it also exposed vulnerabilities, especially dependence on
foreign economies for employment and innovation.

« The recent tightening of U.S. immigration rules and the rise of Al-
led automation have forced a reassessment of this dependence

The Turning Tide: Brain Gain in Motion

A quiet but notable trend has emerged over the past decade, reverse
migration. Indian professionals, once settled abroad, are increasingly
returning to lead startups, research labs. and policy think tanks at
home.

Three factors have accelerated this reversal:

1. The Startup Boom:

India’s startup ecosystem, now the third largest in the world, has
become a magnet for talent. Sectors like fintech, edtech, healthtech,
and climate innovation are offering opportunities that rival Silicon
Valley without the constraints of visa dependency.

2.Government Support:

Policies such as Startup India, Digital India, and the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme have created a conducive
environment for entrepreneurship. Initiatives like the National
Research Foundation (NRF) and Atal Innovation Mission are
encouraging research-led employment at home.

3.Global Uncertainty and Local Aspiration:

« Rising job insecurities abroad. coupled with growing national pride
and economic optimism, have motivated many skilled Indians to
reinvest their expertise domestically.

« This reverse flow of talent is reshaping India’s innovation landscape,

turning “brain drain” into a networked “brain circulation.”
M

Economic and Strategic Dimensions

« India’s dependence on U.S. job markets, particularly through the IT
services sector, has historically created both opportunity and vulnerability.

« A slowdown in U.S. tech spending or changes in visa regimes directly
affect Indian employment and remittances.

« However, with India’s digital public infrastructure (DPI) model through
UPI, ONDC, and Aadhaar, gaining global recognition, the country is
beginning to export ideas rather than talent.

« The emphasis on “Make in India” and “Create in India” marks a
structural shift from being a global back-office to a hub of innovation.
Strategically, India-U.S. relations are evolving beyond employment
dependence to technology partnerships in critical areas like
semiconductors, artificial intelligence, and clean energy.

« The U.S.-India Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET)
aims to build joint research capacities, helping India retain its skilled
workforce while engaging globally

Challenges in Reversing the Flow
While optimism surrounds the narrative of brain gain, significant hurdles
persist:
« Research Infrastructure: India still spends less than 1% of its GDP on
R&D, compared to 2.7% by the U.S.
« Workplace Ecosystem: Bureaucratic hurdles, limited academic freedom,
and slow corporate hierarchies often frustrate returnees.

« Skill Market Mismatch: The rapid evolution of Al and automation has
created gaps between university training and emerging industry needs.
Bridging these requires systemic reforms that value intellectual capital as much

as industrial output.

The Way Forward: Building a Talent Sovereign Nation
To convert potential into permanence, India must:
1. Invest in Research Universities with competitive funding and international
collaboration.
2.Promote Talent Retention Policies, including tax incentives for returnees
and global professionals who establish ventures in India.
3.Strengthen Skill Ecosystems through re-skilling and mentorship programs
linked to the private sector.
4.Reimagine India’s Diaspora Policy, not as an exit story, but as a global
network of innovation and investment.

Conclusion: Towards a Confident Global India

« India’s journey from brain drain to brain gain symbolizes more than
economic transformation, it signals a psychological shift from dependency
to self-assurance.
As Article 51(¢) of the Indian Constitution envisions, India must “foster
respect for international law and treaty obligations.” In the same spirit, it
must also foster respect for its own talent ensuring that the next generation
of innovators do not have to leave to lead. The true victory will be when
opportunity, not aspiration, anchors the Indian mind to Indian soil.

« Source : The Hindu (page no 8)
« Date : 22nd September 2025
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Border States and India's Trade Potential:

Bridging the 0.13% Gap

GS Paper Ill - Economy / Infrastructure / Internal Security)

The Missed Opportunity at the Margins

» India shares its borders with seven countries, Pakistan, China, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Afghanistan (through PoK).

» Yet, trade through land borders accounts for barely 0.13% of India’s
total global trade, as per official estimates.

« The problem is not of geography but of governance of underdeveloped
infrastructure, security sensitivities, and the absence of coherent policy
coordination between the Centre and border states.

« Unlocking this untapped potential could transform not only local
economies but also India’s role in regional supply chains.

A Borderline Reality: Strategic Edges, Economic Voids

« The border regions from Punjab’s Wagah to Mizoram’s Zokhawthar

are zones of immense strategic and economic importance.

« Yet, these areas face chronic underinvestment and poor logistical
integration. Border trade has remained hostage to:
Security Constraints: Heightened tensions with Pakistan and China
have restricted trade corridors and limited movement of goods.
« Infrastructure Deficits: Lack of modern Integrated Check Posts (ICPs),
warchousing, and cold-chain logistics hampers the seamless movement
of commodities.
Political Fragmentation: Absence of consistent policy alignment
between state governments and the Centre has slowed cross-border
cooperation initiatives.
« As a result, border states that could be dynamic trade corridors have

been reduced to fragile economic buffers.

Push and Emerging Corridors
In recent years, the government has recognized border trade as both a
strategic and developmental tool. Several initiatives are gradually reshaping
the economic geography of India’s peripheries:
1. Integrated Check Posts (ICPs):
The Land Ports Authority of India (LPAI) has operationalized ICPs at
Attari, Petrapole, Moreh, and Dawki, improving customs efficiency and
trade facilitation.
2.Act East Policy: The Northeast is being reimagined as a bridge to
Southeast Asia. Projects like the India—Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway and Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project aim to
turn Mizoram, Manipur, and Nagaland into trade hubs rather than
endpoints
3.Border Area Development Programme (BADP):
Beyond infrastructure, this scheme focuses on livelihood generation,
connectivity, and the integration of border villages into mainstream
markets.
4. Bangladesh and Bhutan Corridors:
India’s trade with Bangladesh, now its largest trading partner in South
Asia shows the potential of stable borders. Border haats in Meghalaya
and Tripura have revived traditional local commerce and people-to-
people ties.
Despite progress, the scale remains modest compared to potential. For
example, trade at the Petrapole-Benapole border, one of the busiest land
ports, still faces delays averaging 30-40 hours per truck due to limited
digitization and logistical
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Economic and Security Interlinkages

« Border trade is not only an economic issue it is also a security stabilizer.
Economic engagement can help reduce alienation in border communities and
discourage illicit trade, insurgency financing, and smuggling.

« However, India must manage this integration carefully. Open trade routes
along sensitive borders with China and Pakistan require stringent surveillance
and intelligence coordination.

« Thus, border trade policy must evolve as a “dual-purpose instrument”
promoting prosperity while reinforcing security.

Bridging the 0.13% Gap: What Needs to ChangeConclusion
To convert borders from barriers into bridges, India must adopt a multi-pronged
approach:

« Infrastructure Modernization: Establish fully digitized, multimodal ICPs with
logistics parks and warehousing near major border points.

« Institutional Coordination: Strengthen coordination between the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Commerce, and state governments for coherent policy
implementation.

« Economic Diplomacy: Deepen sub-regional cooperation through frameworks
like BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) and BIMSTEC.

« Community-Led Models: Expand border haats and village-level cooperatives
to promote inclusive, small-scale trade.

The Broader Vision: From Peripheral to Pivotal

« Border states can serve as the frontiers of India’s next phase of economic
globalization. As global supply chains diversify away from China, India’s
strategic location offers a unique advantage if connectivity, policy, and trust
can align.

« A border that once symbolized division can now represent opportunity.

« Realizing this transformation requires what economists term “connective
federalism™ where the Centre provides the strategic framework, and states
translate it into localized economic action.

Conclusion: Securing Prosperity at the Edge

« *The journey from 0.13% to meaningful integration is not just about trade, it
is about redefining borders as engines of growth rather than lines of
limitation.

« *Economic engagement across borders builds stability, reduces extremism,
and strengthens India’s regional influence.

« ¢In this lies the essence of Article 301 of the Indian Constitution, which
guarantees {reedom of trade and commerce throughout the territory of India,
a principle that must now extend to the country’s borders.

« <For India, the true frontier of development may no longer be within its
heartland but along its edges where connectivity, cooperation, and confidence
converge to redefine national strength.

« Source: The Hindu (Page no. 10)
« Date: 25th September2025
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Ensuring Proportionality in Penalties

GS Paper Il - Polity: Fundamental Rights, Freedom of Speech & Expression, Role of Judiciary)

Introduction

Free speech is the lifeblood of democracy. Yet, in India, it continues to
exist within a fragile balance where the right to speak freely often
collides with the right to reputation.

« The recent debates surrounding criminal defamation provisions
under Sections 499 and 500 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) have
reignited a crucial question: can the threat of imprisonment for
defamation coexist with the spirit of democratic debate?

« In an era where public discourse is increasingly polarized, the
proportionality of punishment in criminal defamation cases is being
questioned not merely as a matter of law, but as a matter of
democratic conscience.

The Legal Landscape: A Colonial Legacy

« Criminal defamation in India traces its roots to the Indian Penal
Code of 1860, a colonial statute intended to curb dissent against the
British Raj.

« While most democracies, including the United Kingdom, have
decriminalized defamation, India continues to retain it as a penal
offence punishable with imprisonment up to two years, a fine, or
both.

« The Supreme Court’s judgment in Subramanian Swamy v. Union of
India (2016) upheld the constitutionality of Sections 499-500 IPC,
reasoning that the right to reputation is an integral part of Article
21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty).

« However, the Court also reaffirmed that Article 19(1)(a), the
freedom of speech and expression remains a fundamental pillar of
democracy and must not be unduly restricted.

Proportionality and Judicial Interpretation

« The doctrine of proportionality, increasingly invoked in Indian
constitutional jurisprudence, demands that any restriction on a
fundamental right must be:

1. Legitimate ,

2.Rationally connected to that purpose,

3. Least restrictive, and

4.Balancing of competing interests.

« Criminal prosecution, on the other hand, chills free expression,
deters investigative journalism, and burdens the criminal justice
system with cases that do not threaten public order.

The judiciary’s challenge, therefore, is to maintain this delicate balance:
ensuring that speech is responsible, but never fearful.

Democratic Implications: Fear and Free Thought
« In practice, criminal defamation has often been misused as a tool to
silence dissent, intimidate journalists, and dissuade critics from
questioning those in power.
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« Defamation suits have been filed against political opponents,
editors, and activists, not necessarily to secure justice, but to
weaponize the process itself.

« This  “process-as-punishment”  dynamic undermines
democratic debate, particularly in matters of public interest.
When individuals fear imprisonment for expressing criticism,
the result is self-censorship, a democracy where citizens speak
cautiously, not courageously.

« The Law Commission of India (Report No. 267) has also
recommended reconsidering the need for criminal
defamation, suggesting that civil remedies can provide
adequate redressal while preserving the spirit of free
discourse.

Global Comparisons and Best Practices

« Globally, most mature democracies have shifted towards civil
defamation laws. The United Kingdom abolished criminal
defamation in 2009; the United States relies on robust free
speech protections under the First Amendment; and several
European nations have reformed their penal provisions to
align with the European Convention on Human Rights.

« India’s retention of criminal defamation, therefore, stands as
an anomaly among liberal democracies, an outdated legal
relic at odds with its constitutional promise

The Way Forward: Reform with Responsibility
To ensure proportionality in penalties while safeguarding
reputation, India could adopt a multi-tiered reform approach:

1. Decriminalization of Defamation: Amend the IPC to remove
imprisonment as a punishment, replacing it with civil liability
and non-custodial remedies.

2.Strengthening Civil Defamation Mechanisms: Streamline the
civil justice system for quicker, more efficient redressal
through fast-track courts or tribunals.

3.Public Interest Safeguards: Introduce statutory protection for
speech made in good faith on matters of public concern or
against public figures.

Conclusion: The Soul of a Free Republic
« A democracy that criminalizes dissent risks hollowing out its
own moral foundation. The Indian Constitution guarantees
not just the right to speak, but the right to question.
« Ensuring proportionality in defamation penalties, therefore,
is not an act of leniency, it is an affirmation of constitutional
morality.

« Source : The Hindu (Page no.6)
« Date : 24th September 2025

59



Equality in Public Spaces: No Room for Religious

Restrictions

GS Paper Il - Polity and Governance

Introduction

Public spaces, by their very definition, are meant to be
neutral grounds where every citizen, irrespective of faith,
gender, or social identity, can exercise their rights equally.

» Yet, the recurring debates and incidents around religious
attire, access to places, or expression of belief in public
institutions reveal that this neutrality is often contested.

» The challenge lies not merely in preserving secularism as
a constitutional value but in ensuring its lived reality
across streets, schools, and workplaces.

The Constitutional Compass

 Article 14 guarantees equality before law, while Articles
15 and 16 prohibit discrimination on the grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth.

 Article 25 further secures the freedom of conscience and
the right to freely profess, practice, and propagate
religion, subject however, to public order, morality, and
health.

« Together, they form the bedrock of India’s secular
democracy, which neither privileges nor penalizes any
faith.

« However, conflicts emerge when individual religious
expression such as wearing hijabs, turbans, or religious
symbols intersects with institutional regulations.

« The Karnataka hijab case, for instance, highlighted this
tension between personal freedom and uniformity in
public institutions.

« The Supreme Court’s split verdict in Aishat Shifa vs.
State of Karnataka reflected the nuanced balance
between constitutional morality and individual
autonomy, leaving the question still open to judicial and
societal deliberation.

Public Spaces and the Secular Ethos

« The idea of secularism in India is not about exclusion of
religion from public life but about equal respect for all
faiths. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar envisioned public spaces as
arenas of shared citizenship where identity does not
restrict participation.

» When religious symbols or practices become reasons for
exclusion, the principle of equality is compromised, and

secularism risks turning into an empty ideal.
M
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Furthermore, public institutions, schools,
government offices are microcosms of democracy.
They must model inclusivity and impartiality. The
imposition of bans or restrictions based on religion in
these spaces creates a chilling effect on freedom and
undermines the constitutional promise of fraternity, as
enshrined in the Preamble.

courts,

Judicial Balancing and Proportionality

The judiciary has often acted as a guardian of equality in
public life. In Bijoe Emmanuel vs. State of Kerala (1986),
the Supreme Court protected students who refused to sing
the national anthem on religious grounds, reaffirming
that conscientious belief deserves respect.

Similarly, in Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union of India
(2018), the Court emphasized that constitutional morality
must prevail over social morality. These principles
underscore that state or institutional restrictions must
always meet the test of reasonableness and
proportionality.

The Way Forward: Fostering Inclusive Citizenship

%‘”»"—'3}";! DHAIRYA TIMES | htips:lhwww.insightsonindia.comleditorials/
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India’s diversity demands not uniformity, but unity
through accommodation. Sensitization at institutional
levels, clear anti-discrimination policies, and the
strengthening of grievance redressal mechanisms are
essential.

Policymaking must be guided by constitutional morality
rather than populist impulses.

True equality in public spaces means ensuring that every
citizen whether in a classroom or a courtroom feels
equally at home.

The challenge, therefore, is not only legal but deeply
social: to nurture a collective consciousness that
recognizes that the strength of India’s democracy lies not
in sameness, but in the dignified coexistence of difference.

Source : The Hindu (Page no. 6)
Date : 23th September 2025
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Traditional Medicine: India‘'s Path to Preventive

Healthcare

GS-1l » Governance & Health Policy (Ayushman Bharat, health system reforms, policy

support for traditional medicine)

GS-Ill » Science & Technology / Health & Nutrition (research, preventive medicine,
integration with modern healthcare, wellness economy)

Introduction

« India’s healthcare vision has long been guided by the
philosophy of balance of body, mind, and nature.

» The renewed global attention on Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani,
Siddha, and Homeopathy (AYUSH) reaffirms the
potential of traditional medicine not as an alternative, but
as an essential complement to modern healthcare systems.

« As India transitions towards a preventive healthcare
model, traditional medicine stands as both a cultural
legacy and a strategic health asset.

Reimagining Healthcare Beyond Cure

» The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the limitations of
curative healthcare systems and revived interest in
preventive and holistic wellness.

» Traditional medicine, with its focus on diet, lifestyle, and
immunity, aligns perfectly with the goals of Ayushman
Bharat, universal, affordable, and preventive healthcare.

« India’s policy framework now recognizes this synergy
through initiatives like the National AYUSH Mission and
the establishment of the WHO Global Centre for
Traditional Medicine in Jamnagar, Gujarat.

Policy and Institutional Integration

« Governance in the health sector is moving toward
convergence rather than compartmentalization.

= The government’s effort to integrate AYUSH services into
primary health centres and district hospitals reflects an
understanding that traditional and allopathic systems can
function symbiotically.

» The National Health Policy 2017 also advocates
mainstreaming AYUSH within national health programs,
especially in preventive and promotive care.

« However, integration requires strong scientific validation.
Evidence-based research, clinical trials, and
standardization of herbal formulations are crucial for
global acceptance and domestic credibility.
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The AYUSH Grid, a digital platform, and collaborations
between CSIR, ICMR, and AYUSH research councils are
steps in this direction.

Economic and Strategic Potential

The global wellness industry is projected to reach USD 7
trillion by 2030, and India’s traditional medicine sector
can play a leading role in this “soft power” economy.
Export of herbal medicines, wellness tourism, and
Ayurveda-based nutraceuticals can generate sustainable
rural livelihoods and global recognition.

Moreover, India’s outreach through the International
Day of Yoga has already shown how health diplomacy
can enhance national image and influence.

Challenges and the Way Forward

htips:Ihwww.insightsonindia. comleditorials/

The primary challenges remain the lack of
standardization, inadequate quality control, and the
proliferation of unverified products.

Bridging the research gap between modern pharmacology
and traditional wisdom is imperative.

A stronger regulatory mechanism under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act for AYUSH products, coupled with public
awareness about their safe use, can ensure credibility and
trust.

India’s path to preventive healthcare lies in harmonizing
modern science with traditional knowledge.

When guided by evidence, inclusivity, and sustainability,
traditional medicine can transform healthcare from a
curative enterprise into a culture of well-being, realizing
the constitutional goal of “Health for All” in its truest
sense.

Source:The Hindu (Page no 6)
Date: 23th September 2025
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The Saudi-Pakistan Deal Upends India's Strategic

GS Paper Il - International Relations

Introduction

« The evolving Saudi-Pakistan partnership marks a significant
shift in the strategic architecture of South Asia and the Gulf,
prompting India to reassess its regional and global calculus.

« Historically, India’s engagement with the Gulf was shaped by
energy security, trade, and the welfare of its diaspora.

« Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, maintained a delicate balance,
cultivating ties with both India and Pakistan.

» However, the recent Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP)
signed in Riyadh between Riyadh and Islamabad indicates a
deeper, more institutionalized alignment that goes beyond
conventional cooperation.

« The agreement encompasses joint defense production,
intelligence sharing, and multi-billion-dollar investments in
Pakistan’s energy and infrastructure sectors, reportedly
exceeding USD 25 billion.

Strategic Motivations Behind the Deal

This renewed engagement is rooted in multiple strategic
considerations.
« Saudi Arabia, faced with growing regional instability

particularly in Yemen, Iran, and Syria seeks to diversify its
strategic partnerships in South Asia while projecting influence
over a critical maritime and continental corridor.

« Strengthening Pakistan serves as a counterbalance to Iranian
influence in the region and enhances Riyadh’s leverage within
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

« For Pakistan, the deal represents both an economic lifeline amid
domestic fiscal pressures and a diplomatic victory, reinforcing its
position within the Islamic world and restoring elements of its
waning regional influence.

Implications for India
For India, the ramifications are multi-dimension:

+ Economic Concerns: The deal could divert Saudi capital away
from India, affecting potential investments in green energy,
industrial corridors, and technology-driven sectors.

+ Diplomatic Challenges: It may complicate India’s outreach under
the Think West Policy, which seeks to consolidate relations with
Gulf monarchies on economic and security foundations.

« Strategic Considerations: The partnership could embolden
Pakistan’s position on Kashmir, influence OIC narratives, and
challenge India’s efforts to balance Gulf-Israel partnerships,
particularly under the 12U2 framework (India—Israel-UAE-US).
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Rethinking India’s Strategic Respons
India’s response must prioritize pragmatic engagement
over reactive diplomacy. Steps include:

1. Strengthening Regional Partnerships: Deepening ties

with the UAE, Qatar, and other Gulf states to
maintain economic and strategic balance.

2. Diversifying Energy and Investment Sources: Ensuring

Saudi and Gulf investment is complemented by
collaborations with other global partners.

3.Global Strategic Cooperation: Deepening defense,

technology, and economic ties with the United States
and France to offset any imbalance.

4.Enhanced Presence in the Gulf: Leveraging labor

diplomacy, technology-driven partnerships, and
initiatives aligned with Saudi Vision 2030 to solidify
India's influence.

India must also project itself as a predictable, reliable,
and capable partner, offering technological expertise,
investment opportunities, and diplomatic steadiness

Conclusion: Strategic Consistency in a Fluid World

While the Saudi-Pakistan deal is not an immediate
threat, it underscores the fluidity of global alliances.
India’s strength lies in consistency, credibility, and
proactive diplomacy.

By combining economic resilience with nuanced
strategic engagement, India can ensure that no
regional partnership however significant undermines
its long-term strategic interests.

This alignment serves as a reminder that India’s
foreign policy must be agile, forward-looking, and
capable of converting challenges into opportunities,
thereby safeguarding national interests and
contributing to regional stability.

Source: The Hindu (Page no. 10)
Date: 25th September
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1.IMMIGRATION AND FOREIGNERS ACT, 2025
Enacted: September 1, 2025
The Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025, modernizes India's immigration framework by replacing
outdated laws such as the Foreigners Act, 1946, and the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920. This
comprehensive legislation aims to streamline immigration processes, enhance security, and promote ease
of doing business.
The features of this Act are:
« Centralized Digital System: Introduction of a unified digital platform for visa processing, registration,
and monitoring of foreign nationals.
« Mandatory Registration: Foreign nationals must register with the Bureau of Immigration within 24
hours of arrival.
« Enhanced Compliance: Stricter penalties for non-compliance, including fines and deportation.
« Employer Responsibilities: Organizations hosting foreign nationals are required to report their details
and activities to authorities.
« Security Measures: Implementation of advanced biometric and surveillance technologies to track and
monitor foreign nationals.
The Act aims to facilitate legitimate travel and business activities while ensuring national security and
compliance with international standards. It also simplifies procedures for foreign investors and
professionals, aligning with India's economic growth objectives.

2. INDIAN PORTS BILL, 2025
The Indian Ports Bill, 2025, replaces the colonial-era Indian Ports Act, 1908, establishing a modern legal
framework for port governance in India. It aims to promote integrated port development, enhance
operational efficiency, and ensure environmental sustainability.
Key Provisions:
« Maritime State Development Council (MSDC): Establishment of MSDC to coordinate between the
Centre and coastal states, preparing a National Perspective Plan for integrated port development.
« State Maritime Boards: Empowerment of state governments to manage non-major ports, ensuring
localized and efficient administration.
« Environmental Regulations: Implementation of measures to manage pollution, safety, navigation, and
disaster response at ports.
- Dispute Resolution Mechanism: Formation of Dispute Resolution Committees (DRCs) at the state
level to address port-related issues, with appeals lying before the High Court.
« Compliance with International Standards: Alignment with global conventions like MARPOL for
environmental protection.

Link 63
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The bill aims to enhance India's maritime infrastructure, boost trade and logistics, and position the
country as a global maritime hub. It fosters cooperative federalism and ensures sustainable port
operations.

3. RECENT LABOR LAW REFORMS IN INDIA (SEPTEMBER 2025)

Overview: In September 2025, significant developments in India's labor laws were observed, focusing on
enhancing worker rights and modernizing employment practices.

Key Updates:

« Increased Work Hours in Odisha: The Odisha cabinet approved a policy to increase daily working
hours for employees in shops and factories, aiming to boost productivity. This includes provisions for
appropriate overtime benefits to ensure fair compensation.

« Simplification of Labor Laws: The central government has been working towards consolidating
multiple labor laws into simplified frameworks, aiming to reduce compliance burdens and enhance
worker protections.

These reforms aim to balance the needs of employers and employees, promoting economic growth while
safeguarding workers' rights. They reflect India's commitment to modernizing its labor market in line with
global standards.

4. NATIONAL POLICY ON GEOTHERMAL ENERGY
September 15, 2025
India launched its inaugural National Policy on Geothermal Energy to tap into subterranean heat as a
sustainable energy source.
Key Features:
« Research and Development: Promotion of R&D in geothermal technologies.
« Inter-Ministerial Collaboration: Encouragement of coordination among ministries for effective
implementation.
« Global Best Practices: Adoption of international standards in geothermal energy development.
This policy marks a significant step towards diversifying India's renewable energy portfolio and reducing
dependence on fossil fuels.

5. NEW TDS RULES (EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2025)
The government introduced new Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) rules to simplify tax compliance and
provide relief to taxpayers.

Link 64
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Key Changes:
« Increased TDS Thresholds: The TDS threshold on bank interest has been raised to ¥1,00,000 for
senior citizens and ¥50,000 for others.
« Higher Dividend Exemption: The exemption limit for dividend income has been doubled.
These reforms aim to enhance liquidity for small investors and reduce the compliance burden on
taxpayers.

6. JAN VISHWAS (AMENDMENT OF PROVISIONS) BILL, 2025
India introduced the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2025, to decriminalize 288 provisions
across 42 laws.
Key Features:
« Decriminalization: Removal of criminal penalties for minor offenses.
« Simplification: Simplification of compliance requirements for businesses.
« Promotion of Ease of Doing Business: Enhancement of India's position in global ease of doing business
rankings.
This legislation aims to reduce the regulatory burden on businesses and encourage entrepreneurship.

7. GST REFORMS 2025
Effective Date: September 22, 2025
The government implemented reforms in the Goods and Services Tax (GST) system to simplify the tax
framework and provide relief to taxpayers.
Key Features:
« Simplification: Streamlining of GST compliance procedures.
« Relief Measures: Introduction of measures to reduce the tax burden on common citizens.
« Growth Orientation: Focus on creating a growth-oriented GST framework.
Impact: These reforms aim to make the GST system more taxpayer-friendly and promote economic
growth.

Link 65



BIR
O?' }:S’

&2 DHAIRYA TIMES

" e, 35 ssue 10, September 2025

QUESTION FOR WRITEUP

"Trump's return to the White ,/

House is a jolt to push the a
European Union to invest in its
own defence and economic and
technological revival." Comment. O
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