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Editor’s Note

With this magazine, we seek to explore the ideas of Emile
Durkheim in a way that is easy to understand and interesting to
read. In order to accomplish this objective, we have attempted to
represent many of these concepts visually and expressively, as well
as narratively, as we have tried to create a journey that unfolds
over time with a shared purpose.

The ultimate goal is to provide insight into these more complex
concepts and to make them clearer and more relatable to
everyday life.

Our examination of Society has been broken down by iIn
including, Division of Labor, Social Facts, and Suicide. By looking
at how these concepts relate to one another, you will have a
better understanding of how society influences us in ways that are
not easily observable.

This has been an ongoing collaborative effort and we have
brought together many different views and interpretations. We
want to encourage you to not only look at the works of Durkheim
more closely as a result of this magazine, but also to look at your
own society from a different perspective.



Seeing Society Through
Durkheim’s Lens

The ideas presented in this magazine take inspiration from the
work of French sociologist Emile Durkheim (1858-1917), who is
often considered one of the founders of modern day sociology.
Durkheim was particularly interested in understanding how
societies operate and what keeps them together. He believed
that although society consists of individual members, it is more
than simply a collection of individuals; it is a real existence that
exerts an influence on the way that members of society think,
act and interact with one another.

Durkheim’s work provided the world with many important
concepts, including Division of Labour, Social Facts and
Suicide; and he showed that even our most personal actions are
shaped by social force.

This magazine tries to present the ideas of Durkheim into a
more engaging and accessible format. By combining
explanatory text and visual narratives, his theories will be
studied not only as something to be understood, but as
something to be experienced and as something that relates to
our everyday lives.

This magazine is an exploration of society itself, viewed through
the eyes of Durkheim.



The Path Through the

Museum
Exhibit Guide

| Prologue: Entering the Museum
2 Division of Labour
3 Social Facts
4 Suicide
5 The Final Assembly: Reconstructing Society
6 Test Your Understanding
7 Decode Society: A Durkheim Crossword
8 Credits & Contributions
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_ kay!!! Done with the complaining... or
\'\Y| should I give you a few more minutes to

They gathered, a
silent collective

Good. Now that you're done

struggling with reality...
_ let's start understanding it.
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The museum sections were now revealed, .E_..
and a strange new energy filled the air.
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This museum is not for
observation. It's designed for
experience. :

Each section represents
one of Durkheim’s key
ideas.

first section... Division of
Labor...

Group 2 you we’ll go to ‘

social fact’s section... ) Don’t just walk... §

4 E and finally, Group 3 proceed Observe every wall
! to the third section

Suicide...
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decode them
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ENTERING SOCIETY: WHERE
INDIVIDUALITY MEETS STRUCTURE

B
.
. e
Y

o
—l—*—_ﬁ_-_.___r._* T —— - T —

R —r




s

#/Because for once..’\
- : we’re not the ones
¢/ Why does it feel % \ doing the judging. /
[ like the building } -
\, itself is judging J

Every step felt like a step back into
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The pressure of being the same finally broke the
stone... and a new system was born.
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Every student has a role. The system is
balanced... for now
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We’re more
connected than
before... justin a
different way

'same-to-same’
anymore. If you
_ stop... I stop
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¥ We're free to be o
different...butwe § ~ §f myown anymore? My
aren'tfreefrom J. . . § mistakes affect the
each other / _ N\ whole world!

The bond didn't disappear—it became invisible.
Interdependence replaces similarity
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Restore the system.
Do not destroy the

individual
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No anger. No revenge. Just
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to restore the connection
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§ social shaming? This } 71t has to be. If her |
\ wing is much more § _ — part stops, the
AN A N = whole body slows j
- R YN ' down

§ Because the goal isn't to }

£ hurther..itsjustto j

make the system work '
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Traditional societies use Mechanical Solidarity.
Modern societies use Organic Solidarity
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In traditional societies,
everyone is a 'Duplicate.' If
some leave, the society doesn't
stop—it just gets smaller. This is

Mechanical Solidarity

Y The “Mechanical §
E vs. Organic” . Let's §

% see the verdict ,

In modern societies, we are like
'Organs.' We are all different and
specialized. If one part fails, the
whole system collapses. This is
Organic Solidarity
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ﬁfgl_:\ if itvs b rOken?

./ But if the heart 7/ vere N
' stops... it's game § | fInterdependent. Wey
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I\, different meant
% being alone

¢Yeah... I finally see%y,

the 'strings' that |
hold us all
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WE ARE NO LONGER ONE SOUL... WE ARE ONE SYSTEM.
CONNECTED BY OUR DIFFERENCES




UNDERSTANDING S0OCIAL FACT:
WHERE INDIVIDUAL MEETS SOCIETY
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Why is his statue He believed society

placed right .It:hl . is more than just
center: . (& individuals...

e They seem invisible...
A l.f but they are everywhere,
)
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Through social facts, Durkheim showed tha
society quietly shapes every individual.

= i
They exist outside us, yet
guide our actions.




core characteristics
of social facts

Social facts exist outside
the individual.

Social I’:lcts e:trl pressure {o
conform.
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Types of social -
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You don’t enter it...
you’re born into it.

t's like each thread pulls
somewhere... And each pull feels...

S

tell us
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We carry’
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Family and kinship weave roles, duties, and
and identity—making them enduring social facts.




Division begins early...

Wh do fhe |
Inuk S0 dﬁferenﬂ
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BOYS'
WAY

Roles are assignes early... Rk massigned, melways chosen.

We did not write 1 o " But we must
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These forces H“: Society shapes gendered behavior
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" So gender is ﬂﬂli’.T [

just natural... . [ Itis socially
L ) % - created. _




"But why does it |
always look so

structured?”

| Not just love—something deeper is at work.

It's like people are same )
following a script... cs

seriousne

alrea y\(\lltt:ry

"ﬁam
social fact—it exic's

outside individuals So even our
and shapes Collective Conscience ‘personal
their choices 3 decisions’ aren't
| fully personal?

{ Marriage regulates relationships and reinforces r‘
i social norms—making it a powerful social fact, |

Viavige dose
||/ Marriage doesn't,

| unite two people..

it maintains
society
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/ldentity isn"t fix
it shifts.

Why do /
look different
in evert in -

ry mirror

B = It’s like...:
family | | Friends o we're playing But they all
different ruies Al like "me”
everywhere.’
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| The self is a socia
7 fact—it's shaped by society,

We don't just create - | Self and identity are
identity. we inherit shaped by social forces-
and perform it. making them powerful

social facts.
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These are just lines on
.. why do they feel

A nation is imagined...
yet deeply real

STy It's like we're
| o taught to feel this

And even how we feel about
about the nation.,

Nation, nationalism, | Citizenship isn't just
and citizenship regulate ¢ | identity... it comes with

belonging and behavior— F A rights and duties _
making them powerful L L N
social facts.




Why dees life look 30
different for people? |,

And so normal at
'H-m same time

30 inequality
isn't just
personal luck...
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* whatl we wean...
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It shapes identity and behavior—making
it a social fact.




I 'bind you through patterns
you follow each day. In
aclions and habiis that
guide your your way

way. NGt forced by law

law, yet hard (o R
resisf —

< s iy porsisf 7

by does if
awkward to acl

differently?

As we move ahead, we realize social facts
shape even our most personal decisions.

To understand how society influences life and death itself,
we now step into Durkheim’s idea of Suicide.




This Page 1s
used to visually
represent the
corridor you
enter 1n your
section.

(Suicide)
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MRE‘E,EM REAL
So0CIAL CONDITIONS. DURKHEIM

IYWROR\ | | FOUR SCENES SHOW WHAT

STUDIED SUICIDE RECORDS ACROSS
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EGOISTIC SUICIDE -

TOO LITTLE INTEGRATION. WHEN
BONDS BETWEEN THE INDIVIDUAL

AND GOCIETY WEAKEN, THE
SELF HAS NOTHING LEFT TO ©

€ THE UNMARRIED,
THE 150LATED, THOSE

DISTANT FROM
COMMUNITY —
STATISTICALLY HIGH

RATES. NOT
GELAUSE OF

WHO THEY
WERE. BELAUSE
OF WHAT SOCIETY
FAILED TO GIVE_ |
 THEM”

HOLD ONTO.
. |

ol




o T

YOU DON'T NEED TO ﬁ -
| EXPLAIN LONELINESS.
YOU CAN JUST SHOW
AN EMPTY CHAIR

P
‘Tt Ju...

{ A DINNER TABLE

ALONE SOMETIMES.
WHEN HE wWORKS
LATE.

THAT'S EXACTLY WHY

PURKHEIM THOUGHT
THIS MATTERED. IT

WASN'T ABSTRACT.

IT WAS A
DINNER
TACBLES.
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Test Your Understanding

1. According to Durkheim, what are 'social

facts'?

A. Ways of acting, thinking, and feeling external to the
individual

B. Biological instincts inherent in human nature

C. Personal opinions that vary from person to person
D. Economic transactions between two individuals

2. In the context of the division of labor, what
does 'anomie' refer to?

A. A state of high social solidarity

B. A condition of normlessness or lack of regulation
C. The mechanical integration of traditional societies
D. The process of religious conversion

3. Which type of solidarity is primarily
associated with societies characterized by a
simple division of labor?

A. Organic solidarity

B. Post-modern solidarity
C. Mechanical solidarity
D. Functional solidarity

4. What did Durkheim argue causes 'suicide’
rates to increase during times of rapid
economic change?

A. Excessive altruism

B. High levels of mechanical solidarity

C. Strong religious beliefs

D. Anomic conditions resulting from deregulation

5. How does the division of labor contribute
to 'organic solidarity'?

A. By creating interdependence among specialized
individuals

B. By making all individuals identical in their functions
C. By eliminating the need for any social rules

D. By increasing the role of religion in daily life

6. According to Durkheim, what is the primary
function of the division of labor in modern
society?

A. To increase competition between workers

B. To generate social cohesion through interdependence
C. To reduce the overall population size

D. To enforce strict equality in income distribution

7. Which of the following best describes
'altruistic suicide'?

A. Suicide caused by excessive individualism and isolation
B. Suicide resulting from sudden economic collapse
C. Suicide caused by excessive integration into a group

where the self is subsumed
D. Suicide driven by mental illness unrelated to social

factors

8. Durkheim argued that the division of labor
is not merely an economic phenomenon but

also:

A. A biological necessity for survival

B. A temporary phase before society collapses
C. Aresult of individual greed alone

D. A moral fact that shapes social solidarity

9. In which type of society would you expect
to find the highest degree of 'mechanical
solidarity'?

A. Traditional, agrarian communities with low specialization
B. Modern industrial cities with complex job markets

C. Globalized economies with international trade

D. Technologically advanced post-industrial nations

10. What happens to social cohesion when the
division of labor develops too rapidly without
corresponding legal or moral regulations?

A. It strengthens mechanical solidarity immediately

B. It leads to anomie and potential increases in anomic
suicide

C. It creates a perfectly balanced organic solidarity

D. It eliminates the need for any social institutions

11. Which concept explains why individuals in
modern societies feel connected despite
being different?

A. Mechanical solidarity

B. Collective consciousness of similarity

C. Organic solidarity based on functional interdependence
D. Religious dogma

12. Durkheim's study of suicide demonstrated
that:

A. Suicide is purely an individual psychological act
B. Suicide rates are random and unpredictable

C. Only economic poverty causes suicide

D. Suicide rates are influenced by social forces and
integration levels
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Decode Society: A Durkheim Crossword

10

anm

ACROSS

4. Forces outside individuals shaping
behavior

6. Type of solidarity based on
interdependence

7. Type of solidarity based on similarity
10. Increase in population and

interaction

11. Social facts exist the
individual

12. Social facts are studied as
objective

OILSI'TVIVAZ1

DOWN

1. Suicide due to excessive control
2. Power of society to control
individuals

3. Shared beliefs that bind society
5. Suicide due to lack of
regulation

8. Suicide due to excessive
Integration

9. Suicide due to weak social
Integration
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Credits ¢ Contributions

This magazine Is a collective effort, reflecting creativity,
collaboration, and shared understanding.

Each contribution, like in society, plays an essential role in
forming a whole.

Guided by Dr. Bhawna Shivan, we present our exploration of the
ideas of Emile Durkheim.
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Exploring the social roots of individual actions
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A journey through society, memory, and meaning...
Step inside a space where the ordinary begins to feel
unfamiliar.

Museum of Remembrance is a visual exploration
inspired by the ideas of Emile Durkheim—where
society Is not just something we live in, but
something that quietly shapes who we are.
Through the movement of students within a symbolic
museum, the comic unfolds three key ideas:
Division of Labour — from sameness to
Interdependence
Social Facts — the unseen forces guiding behaviour
Suicide — where the personal meets the social
Each section invites the reader to pause, observe,
and question—
how much of what we call “choice” is truly our own?
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ABOUT HESTIA
Hestia is the Sociology Department of Bharati College
Sociology Department—a space where ideas, perspectives,
and discussions come together to understand society
beyond the obvious.

Created by students... Interpreted through society.



	MUSEUM OF REMEMBRANCE
	Editor’s Note
	Seeing Society Through Durkheim’s Lens
	The Path Through the Museum
	Exhibit Guide
	Prologue: Entering the Museum
	Division of Labour
	Social Facts
	Suicide
	The Final Assembly: Reconstructing Society
	Test Your Understanding
	Decode Society: A Durkheim Crossword
	Credits & Contributions


	10:00 AM. A regular field trip... or so they thought...
	Something about the place felt heavier than expected
	Émile Durkheim (1858-1917)
	So basically... society is the main character, not us?

	Great. Even here we’re just side characters

	To understand society... we must study it as something beyond individuals
	Wait... then all this 'be yourself' motivation is a lie?
	Relax... society will decide that too...
	(Students awkwardly straighten up)
	They gathered, a silent collective mass..
	Because the vibe said  ‘just shut up
	Unity based on  similarity…
	Wait—so we’re  united because we’re the same…  not because we choose to be?


	Good. Now that you're done struggling with reality...  let's start understanding it.
	All students look at their own clothes, then back at her.

	Why do you dress a certain way?
	Why do we feel judged...?
	They realize their casual outfits are remarkably similar, without even trying..
	Ma’am... are you saying even my procrastination is social?

	Durkheim studied these patterns — the invisible rules that control behavior
	DIVISION OF LABOR
	SOCIAL FACTS
	SUICIDE
	The museum sections were now revealed, and a strange new energy filled the air.
	Each section represents one of Durkheim’s key ideas.
	Don’t just walk... Observe every wall as a lesson


	DIVISION OF LABOR
	SUICIDE
	So, basically... we teach ourselves?
	And than confidently explain half-understood concepts
	At the end we’ll have discussions on your findings.

	And together... you will reconstruct society...
	To understand the whole... they must first get lost inside...

	We are shaped by the society
	ENTERING SOCIETY: WHERE INDIVIDUALITY MEETS STRUCTURE

	Every step felt like a step back into the ancient mind of the group.
	What are these strings?
	Okay... personal space is officially gone.
	It’s like a laser maze, but made of thoughts
	WAIT — DON’T TOUCH—
	I didn’t! I just barely brushed it!
	Why did we All feel that?!
	Because here... we’re all connected. One person moves, everyone feeels it.
	So, this isn’t just a maze... it’s a map of our shared mind
	THE COLLECTIVE CONSCIENCE


	The invisible threads of Collective Conscience — where one shock is felt by all
	The web never truly breaks. We just learn to navigate through the strings.
	Because they all have the same face. It's too quiet
	It's like a thousand eyes are on us
	Ugh, why does this room give me the creeps?
	Just one little smile won't hurt, right?
	Wait... look Not a single difference.
	No hair color, no piercings, nothing
	It’s like being in a room full of mirrors that aren't mirrors
	I can't take it. I just want to fix one face. Just to make it... individual
	Stop! Look at the other... they’re staring you like you’ve committed a murder.
	So basically... if you don't fit in, you're out? Like, permanently?
	Exactly... It’s not welcomed because it threatens the peace
	So individuality exists, but it’s treated like a disease here
	Sameness is the only thing keeping this room standing
	What does the group do?
	But what happens when someone actually breaks that stability?

	That question follows them... to the next exhibit
	Look, a button!
	SYSTEM ALERT : DEVIANCE  DETECTED

	Wait don’t touch it...
	DO NOT  TOUCH  ❌ SOCIAL ORDER IN  PROGRESS

	Okay, WHY is it so loud?! It’s like the whole building is screaming at me!
	THUMP... THUMP... THUMP...

	An offense against the Collective Conscience demands Repressive Punishment
	She’s right. Crime = An offense to society’s soul. Not just a mistake
	That was... incredibly aggressive. All I did was tap a button
	I AM SOCIETY! And I'm angry because you broke the vibe!
	So 'Crime' is basically society having a massive emotional breakdown because someone was different?

	Exactly reacting dramatically

	EXPIATION
	REPRESSION
	REPRESSIVE PUNISHMENT
	Crime doesn't break society—it defines it


	Wait... were there this many people before? I can barely see the floor
	We’re all competing for space!
	Hey, watch it! There’s no room to move!
	I feel like I'm being swallowed by the crowd
	WHEN SIMILARITY CREATES CONFLICT... DIFFERENCE BECOMES NECESSARY
	The pressure of being the same finally broke the stone... and a new system was born.
	Whoa. The architecture changed. No more stone... it's like an infinite network
	...What are we supposed to do now? Is this career counseling?
	Look at the labels... Medical, Tech, Law. It’s all different
	I don’t know what’s happening, but I’m becoming a doctor. I'm choosing to be different
	Nice. I finally chose something without the group telling me what to do
	Wait... look at the floor. It’s less crowded now
	We stopped copying each other. We specialized
	Because we’re not doing the same thing anymore.
	We aren't competing for the same air
	So society basically said—'please be different
	Or you’ll all crash.'

	Difference isn't rebellion anymore... it's survival
	Every student has a role. The system is balanced... for now
	Suddenly, one desk goes dark. The blue wire turns a 'dead' grey. The ripple effect begins
	In a modern system, a single point of failure triggers a total shutdown. This is the weight of being connected
	The First Flicker: Seeing the invisible links
	The bond didn't disappear—it became invisible. Interdependence replaces similarity
	A tool drops. A small part of the connection breaks

	Restitutive Law:  Restore the system. Do not destroy the individual
	No anger. No revenge. Just immediate, purposeful repair to restore the connection

	The Specialist at Work
	In Organic Solidarity, society is a body. Law isn't a judge—it's a surgeon
	Traditional societies use Mechanical Solidarity. Modern societies use Organic Solidarity
	Society isn't something we see; it's something we do

	WE ARE NO LONGER ONE SOUL... WE ARE ONE SYSTEM. CONNECTED BY OUR DIFFERENCES
	Fashion
	But why does it always look so structured?”
	As we move ahead, we realize social facts  shape even our most personal decisions.
	To understand how society influences life and death itself, we now step into Durkheim’s idea of Suicide.
	This Page is used to visually represent the corridor you enter in your section.(Suicide)
	Test Your Understanding
	7. Which of the following best describes 'altruistic suicide'?
	1. According to Durkheim, what are 'social facts'?
	A. Ways of acting, thinking, and feeling external to the individual
	A. Suicide caused by excessive individualism and isolation
	B. Suicide resulting from sudden economic collapse
	B. Biological instincts inherent in human nature
	C. Suicide caused by excessive integration into a group where the self is subsumed
	C. Personal opinions that vary from person to person
	D. Suicide driven by mental illness unrelated to social factors
	D. Economic transactions between two individuals

	8. Durkheim argued that the division of labor is not merely an economic phenomenon but also:
	2. In the context of the division of labor, what does 'anomie' refer to?
	A. A state of high social solidarity
	A. A biological necessity for survival
	B. A condition of normlessness or lack of regulation
	B. A temporary phase before society collapses
	C. The mechanical integration of traditional societies
	C. A result of individual greed alone
	D. The process of religious conversion
	D. A moral fact that shapes social solidarity

	9. In which type of society would you expect to find the highest degree of 'mechanical solidarity'?
	3. Which type of solidarity is primarily associated with societies characterized by a simple division of labor?
	A. Traditional, agrarian communities with low specialization
	A. Organic solidarity
	B. Modern industrial cities with complex job markets
	B. Post-modern solidarity
	C. Globalized economies with international trade
	C. Mechanical solidarity
	D. Technologically advanced post-industrial nations
	D. Functional solidarity

	10. What happens to social cohesion when the division of labor develops too rapidly without corresponding legal or moral regulations?
	4. What did Durkheim argue causes 'suicide' rates to increase during times of rapid economic change?
	A. It strengthens mechanical solidarity immediately
	A. Excessive altruism
	B. It leads to anomie and potential increases in anomic suicide
	B. High levels of mechanical solidarity
	C. Strong religious beliefs
	C. It creates a perfectly balanced organic solidarity
	D. Anomic conditions resulting from deregulation
	D. It eliminates the need for any social institutions

	5. How does the division of labor contribute to 'organic solidarity'?
	11. Which concept explains why individuals in modern societies feel connected despite being different?
	A. By creating interdependence among specialized individuals
	A. Mechanical solidarity
	B. Collective consciousness of similarity
	B. By making all individuals identical in their functions
	C. Organic solidarity based on functional interdependence
	C. By eliminating the need for any social rules
	D. Religious dogma
	D. By increasing the role of religion in daily life

	6. According to Durkheim, what is the primary function of the division of labor in modern society?
	12. Durkheim's study of suicide demonstrated that:
	A. Suicide is purely an individual psychological act
	B. Suicide rates are random and unpredictable
	A. To increase competition between workers
	C. Only economic poverty causes suicide
	B. To generate social cohesion through interdependence
	D. Suicide rates are influenced by social forces and integration levels
	C. To reduce the overall population size
	D. To enforce strict equality in income distribution


	Decode Society: A Durkheim Crossword
	ACROSS 4. Forces outside individuals shaping behavior 6.  Type of solidarity based on interdependence 7.  Type of solidarity based on similarity 10.  Increase in population and interaction 11.  Social facts exist ______ the individual 12.  Social facts are studied as objective ______
	DOWN 1.  Suicide due to excessive control 2. Power of society to control individuals 3.  Shared beliefs that bind society 5.  Suicide due to lack of regulation 8.  Suicide due to excessive integration 9.  Suicide due to weak social integration
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