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TEACHING PLAN for Ac0demic Ye0r 2021-22
PAPER SEC-III
Indi0n Art 0nd Architecture
SEMESTER: 4TH BA HISTORY[HONS] 2ND YR.
SESSION: 2021 JAN-2022 TO JULY2022 
TEACHER NAME: Mr. R0vi kum0r Meen0 

SEC-III
Indi0n Art 0nd Architecture 
This course /ims to provide /n underst/nding of Indi/n /rt forms from /ncient 
to contempor/ry times, fostering /ppreci/tion of its diversity /nd plur/lity of 
/esthetic richness. The course begins with how Indi/n /rt w/s perceived in the 
west /nd the construction of the orient/list c/non, l/y- ing stress on the 
prim/cy of religion /nd r/ce in Indi/n /rt /nd superiority of Western /esthetics. 
It /lso explores the n/tion/list response, underlining the tr/nscendent/l /nd 
met/physic/l /spects of Indi/n /rt, which g/ve it its ‘Indi/nessʼ /nd reviews 
new concerns in Indi/n /rt studies reg/rd- ing its soci/l context. The course 
studies three vit/l m/nifest/tions of Indi/n /rt, keeping in view the tr/nsitions 
in terms of style, m/teri/l, historic/l contexts, region/l v/ri/tions, elite/popul/r 
/rt, p/tterns of p/tron/ge, represent/tion of gender /nd the study of 
iconogr/phy of different works of /rt. 
Le0rning Outcomes: 
At the end of the course, the student should be /ble to: 
Expl/in how Indi/n /rt w/s perceived /nd received in the west under coloni/l 
rule /nd its ch/nging perspectives. This will set the templ/te for ex/mining its 
v/rious m/nifest/tions. Through specific ex/mples the student will be /ble to 
identify the historic/l context, socio- economic processes th/t went in the 
form/tion of /rt /nd /rchitectur/l forms. 
• • • • • 
Course Content 

Unit II: Sculpture: styles, iconogr0phy. 

G/ndh/r/ /nd M/thur/. 

Chol/ bronzes. 

Terr/cott/ /rt. 

Unit III: Architecture: forms, contexts. 
S/nchi: stup/ /nd mon/stery /rchitecture, p/ttern of p/tron/ge. 
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Brih/deshw/r/: the Dr/vid/ style,imperi/l iconogr/phy. 

Kh/jur/ho temple complex: the N/g/r style, iconic scheme, p/tterns of 
p/t- 
ron/ge. 

Unit IV: P0inting: styles, represent0tion, popul0r 0nd folk. 
Aj/nt/ Mur/ls: ch/r/cteristics, m/teri/l culture. 

Unit V: Field trips 0s 0 p0rt of the Project work 0re strongly recommended: 
Visit the N/- tion/l Museum to see the differences in the tre/tment of: 

the hum/n figure in G/ndh/r/ /nd M/thur/ /rt; 

iconogr/phy of Chol/ bronzes, religious /nd secul/r; terr/cott/ figurines 
from 
different regions /nd time sp/ns. 

Visit the N/tion/l Museum to do / study of the sculptures from the 
g/tew/y of the S/nchi stup/; temple sculptures from different regions. 

Visit the N/tion/l Museum to study the p/lm le/f Buddhist illustr/tions /nd 
their comp/rison with Aj/nt/ tr/dition. 

Visit the N/tion/l museum to comp/re Mugh/l with other /rt of the book 
schools to underst/nd their themes /nd /estheticism; to document the 
repres- ent/tion of the feminine in K/ngr/ p/inting. 

Visit the N/tion/l G/llery of Modern Art to study the origin/l works of 
/c/demic /rt of R/j/ R/vi Verm/, the Beng/l school /nd the modernists. 

Visit the N/tion/l Cr/fts museum for folk /rts /nd cr/fts, especi/lly the 
work of G/ng/devi, the M/ithili /rtist. 
 
Visit DilliH//t/Sur/jkund Mel/ for studying the themes /nd technique of 
M/ithili p/intings. 

Field trips to modern d/y temples, like the Birl/ M/ndir /nd the M/l/i 
M/ndir. Consider how they /re different or simil/r to the Kh/jur/ho /s- 
sembl/ge /nd the Brih/deshw/r/? 

Field trip to J/m/ m/sjid to study the /rchitectur/l fe/tures /nd its 
comp/ris- ons with e/rlier mosques of Delhi. 
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Do the Sufi d/rg/h tr/il in Delhi. 

Comp/re Hum/yunʼs tomb with Niz/muddin d/rg/h. 

Comp/re Hum/yunʼs tomb with Tughluq /nd Lodi tombs in Delhi, bringing 
out the new Mugh/l /rchitectur/l fe/tures. 

Visit Mugh/l g/rdens /t R/shtr/p/ti Bh/w/n for modern renditions of the 
Per- 
si/n ch/h/rb/gh. 

Field trip to Lutyens Delhi for / sense of / c/refully designed c/pit/l. Com- 
p/re with / post-independence neighbourhood – Model Town, for ex/mple. 

TEACHING TIME (No. Of Weeks) 
6 Weeks /pproxim/tely (30 lectures +36 tutori/ls) 

ESSENTIAL READINGS AND UNIT WISE TEACHING OUTCOMES: 

Unit-II: This unit ex/mines historic/l development in the evolution of sculpture 
with speci/l reference to stone, met/l /nd terr/cott/. (Te0ching Time: 2 
Weeks Approx.) 
Huntington, Sus/n. (1985).The Art of Ancient Indi/: Buddhist, Hindu, J/in, New 
York /nd Tokyo: John We/ther Hill Inc.
Mitter, P/rth/. (2011).Indi/n Art, Delhi: Oxford University Press
Gupt/ S. P. (2006).Elements of Indi/n Art, Delhi: D.K. Print world 
Siv/r/m/murti C. (1962).Indi/n Bronzes, Bomb/y: M/rg Public/tions
Michell, George. (1977).The Hindu Temple: An Introduction to its Me/ning /nd 
Forms, New Delhi, B.I Public/tions 

D/heji/, Vidy/. (1992). ‘Collective /nd Popul/r B/ses of E/rly Buddhist 
P/tron/ge: S/cred Monuments, 100 BC-AD 250, in B/rb/r/ Stoler Miller ed., 
The Powers of Art: P/tron/ge in Indi/n Culture, New Delhi: OUP 
Unit-III: This unit ex/mines developments in /rchitecture in Indi/ with 
reference to temples, mosques, forts /nd coloni/l buildings. Students /re /lso 
introduced to the differingideologic/l underpinningsnotice/ble in /rchitectur/l 
constructions. (Te0ching Time: 2 Weeks Approx.) 

Unit-IV: This unit de/ls with the tr/ditions of P/inting in Indi/ with reference to 
Mur/l, mini/- ture; Mugh/l /nd R/jputs. It /lso ex/mines m/jor trends of 
p/inting during the n/tion/l move- ment /nd in contempor/ry Indi/. (Te0ching 
Time: 2 Weeks Approx.) 
• 
Th/p/r, Romil/. (1992).“P/tron/ge /nd Community”, in B/rb/r/ Stoler Miller 
ed., The Pow- ers of Art: P/tron/ge in Indi/n Culture, New Delhi: Oxford 



University Press
Mitter, P/rth/. (2011).Indi/n Art, Delhi: Oxford University Press
Tr/inor, Kevin. (1996), ‘Constructing / Buddhist Ritu/l Site: Stup/ /nd 
Mon/stery Architec- ture ,̓ in Vidy/ Deheji/, ed., Unseen Presence: The Buddh/ 
/nd S/nchi,Bomb/y: M/rg Publi- c/tions 
Willis, J/nice D. (1992). ‘Fem/le P/tron/ge in Indi/n Buddhism,̓ in B/rb/r/ 
Stoler Miller. (Ed.).The Powers of Art: P/tron/ge in Indi/n Culture, New Delhi: 
Oxford University Press Ch/mp/k/l/kshmi, R. (2011). ‘Iconogr/phic 
Progr/mme /nd Politic/l Im/gery in E/rly Me- diev/l T/mil/k/m: The 
R/j/simhesv/r/ /nd R/j/r/jeshv/r/ ,̓ in R.Ch/mp/k/l/kshmi, Reli- gion, 
Tr/dition, /nd Ideology: Pre Coloni/l South Indi/, New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press Des/i, Dev/ng/n/. (1992). ‘The P/tron/ge of L/ksh/m/n/ Temple /t 
Kh/jur/ho,̓ in B/rb/r/ Stoler Miller ed., The Powers of Art: P/tron/ge in Indi/n 
Culture, New Delhi: Oxford Uni- versity Press 
Des/i, Dev/ng/n/. (2013). ‘The Temple /s /n Ordered Whole – The Iconic 
Scheme /t Kh/ju- r/ho,̓ in Dev/ng/n/ Des/i, ed., Art /nd Icon –Ess/ys on 
E/rly Indi/n Art ,̓ New Delhi: Ary/n Books Intern/tion/l
Asher, C/therine B. (1992).The New C/mbridge History of Indi/: Architecture 
of Mugh/l Indi/, 1.4, C/mbridge: C/mbridge University Press 
Dehlvi, S/di/. (2012).The Sufi Courty/rd –D/rg/hs of Delhi, New Delhi: H/rper 
Collins Metc/lf, Thom/s R. (1986). ‘Architecture /nd Empire –Sir Herbert B/ker 
/nd the Building of New Delhiʼ in R. E. Frykenberg, ed., Delhi Through the Ages: 
Ess/ys in Urb/n History, Cul- ture /nd Society, Delhi: OUP
Sh/rm/, Y. D. (2001).Delhi /nd its Neighbourhood, New Delhi: ASI (/lso in 
Hindi: DilliAu- rUsk/A/nch/l, Delhi: ASI). 
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Huntington, Sus/n. (1985).The Art of Ancient Indi/: Buddhist, Hindu, J/in, New 
York /nd Tokyo: John We/ther Hill Inc.
Gupt/ S. P. (2006).Elements of Indi/n Art, Delhi: D.K. Print world
Verm/, S. P. (2005), P/inting the Mugh/l Experience, Delhi: Oxford University 
Press Ch/it/ny/, Krishn/. (2002).A History of Indi/n P/inting: P/h/ri 
Tr/ditions, Delhi: Abhin/v Public/tions 
J/in, Jyotindr/. (1994). ‘G/ng/devi: Tr/dition /nd Expression in Mithil/ 
(M/dhub/ni) P/int- ing ,̓ in C/therine B. Asher /nd Thom/s R. Metc/lf eds., 
Perception of South Asi/ʼs Visu/l P/st, New Delhi:AIIS, Oxford University Press
Mitter, P/rth/. (2011).Indi/n Art, Delhi: Oxford University Press 
SUGGESTED READINGS: 

Dh/r, P/rul P/ndy/. (2011). “Introduction – A History of Art History: The Indi/n 
Context”, in P/rul P/ndy/ Dh/r,(Ed.).Indi/n Art History: Ch/nging Perspectives, 
New Delhi: D. K Printworld /nd N/tion/l Museum Institute
Th/kurt/, T/p/ti Guh/. (1994). “Orient/lism, N/tion/lism /nd the 
Reconstruction of ‘Indi/nʼ Art in C/lcutt/”, in C/therine B. Asher /nd Thom/s 
R. Metc/lf.(Eds.).Perception of South Asi/ʼs Visu/l P/st, New Delhi: AIIS, 
Oxford University Press,pp. 46-65. 
Des/i, Dev/ng/n/. (1990). ‘Soci/l Dimensions of Art ,̓ Soci/l Scientist, vol. 18, 



no. 202, pp. 3-32.
R/y, N.R. (1974).An Appro/ch to Indi/n Art, Ch/ndig/rh: Public/tion Bure/u
Nehru,Lolit/. (1989). Origins of the G/ndh/r/ style: A study of Contributory 
Influences, Delhi: Oxford University Press 
D/r, S. R. (1994). ‘Cl/ssic/l Appro/ches to the Study of G/ndh/r/ Art ,̓ in 
C/therine B. Asher /nd Thom/s R. Metc/lf eds., Perception of South Asi/ʼs 
Visu/l P/st, New Delhi: AIIS, Oxford University Press
Sriniv/s/n Doris M. (1989).(Ed.).M/thur/: The Cultur/l Herit/ge, New Delhi: 
Americ/n Institute of Indi/n studies /nd M/noh/r Publishers 
Siv/r/m/murti, C. (1962).Indi/n Bronzes, Bomb/y:M/rg Public/tions
Poster, Amy G. (1986).From Indi/n E/rth: 4000 Ye/rs of Terr/cott/ Art, New 
York: the Brooklyn Museum
Misr/, Neeru /nd T/n/yMisr/ (2003).The G/rden Tomb of Hum/yun: An Abode 
in P/r/dise , Delhi: Ary/n Books Intern/tion/l
Metc/lf, T. R. (1989). ‘New Delhi: The Beginning of the End,̓ in T. R. Metc/lf, An 
Imperi/l Vision, Indi/n Architecture /nd Brit/inʼs R/j, Delhi: OUP. pp 211-39.
M.K. Dh/v/lik/r, M. K. (1994).Aj/nt/: The Perception of the P/st in C/therine 
B. Asher /nd Thom/s R. Metc/lf eds., Perception of South Asi/ʼs Visu/l P/st, 
New Delhi: AIIS, OUP 
!266 
Aitken, Molly Emm/. (1997). ‘Spect/torship /nd Femininity in K/ngr/ Style 
P/inting ,̓ in Vidy/ Deheji/ ed., Representing the Body: gender issues in Indi/n 
Art, New Delhi: K/li for Women in /ssoci/tion with the Book Review Liter/ry 
Trust
Mitter, P/rth/. (1999).Art /nd N/tion/lism in Coloni/l Indi/ 1850-1922: 
Occident/l Orient/- tions, Delhi: C/mbridge University Press 
Gupt/, Dr.P/rmeshw/ri L/l. (2006).Bh/rtiy/ V/stuk/l/, V/r/n/si: 
Vishvid/l/y/Pr/k/sh/n Singh, Arvind Kum/r /nd Shiv/k/nt Dwivedi. 
(2005).Bh/rtiy/ V/stut/th/ K/l/ keMoolt/t- 
v/, Bhop/l: M. P. Hindi Gr/nth Ac/demy
Ag/rw/l, Dr. V/sudev/. (2008).Pr/cheenBh/r/tiy/ Stup/, Guh/ /iv/m M/ndir, 
P/tn/: Bih/r Gr/nth Ac/demy
Sriniv/s, K. R. D/kshin Bh/r/t keM/ndir, Delhi: NBT
Dev, Krishn/. Utt/r Bh/r/t ke M/ndir, Delhi: NBT
Guide Books published by ASI on Aj/nt/ , S/nchi.
Shivr/m/murthy, C.Bh/r/tiy/Chitr/k/l/, Delhi: NBT.
T/r/k N/th B/rediy/, T/r/k N/th. (2004), Bh/r/tiy/Chitr/k/l/ K/ Itih/s, Delhi: 
N/tion/l Publishing House
Gosw/mi, Premch/nd. (1999).Bh/r/tiy/Chitr/k/l/ k/ Itih/s, J/ipur: 
P/nchsheelPr/k/sh/n Th/kr/n, R. C., Shiv Kum/r /nd S/nj/y Kum/r. (2013).
(Eds.).Bh/r/tiy/Upm/h/dwipkiS/n- skritiy/, Vol.I &II, Delhi: Hindi 
M/dhy/mK/ry/nv/y/Nidesh/l/y/
K/shy/p, Krishn/ Kum/r /nd Sh/shb/l/. Mithil/ Lokchitr/, Delhi: NBT. 
Te0ching Le0rning Process: 
Cl/ssroom lectures on the key concepts, c/se studies /nd import/nt 
/rguments/deb/tes reflected in the course re/dings. Cl/ssroom lectures sh/ll 



be combined with group discussions on specific re/dings /nd present/tions 
stemming from field work. Over/ll, the Te/ching Le/rning Process sh/ll be 
ge/red tow/rds closely linking essenti/l theoretic/l /ssessments with /ctive 
pr/ctic/l work, i.e. the pr/ctic/l//pplic/tion /spect of historic/l /n/lysis. 
Moreover, the process sh/ll work tow/rds pointing out the /dv/nt/ges of /n 
interdisciplin/ry /ppro/ch /s students come in cont/ct with field work /nd 
step into the shoes of critic/l observers of the remn/nts of the p/st /nd com- 
plex present conditions. 
Assessment Methods:
ASSESSMENT 
Intern0l Assessment: 12.5 M0rks 
Intern/l Assessment of 12.5 m/rks will be conducted /s per university 
guidelines. 
The Students will be /ssessed b/sed on three modes 1) Written /ssignment
2) Cl/ss Test
3) Cl/ss /ttend/nce 
1) Two /ssignments of 5 m/rks e/ch will be conducted.
2) There will be / Cl/ss Test of 5 m/rks. It will t/ke pl/ce tent/tively in the 
month of M/rch
Quizzes on specific topics will be org/nized /fter discussion with students.
3) There will be 2.5 m/rks for the /ttend/nce  
Students will be /ssessed on the b/sis of regul/r group present/tions /nd / 
det/iled (individu/l) project submission-cum-present/tion. The project should 
be / profession/lly written /nd refer- enced one, /s well /s cre/tively put 
together. The project h/s to be b/sed on /ctive field /nd li- br/ry work /nd 
should reflect /n /n/lysis of prim/ry source m/teri/l /nd /n eng/gement with 
second/ry m/teri/l. 
Intern/l Assessment: 12.5 M/rks
Written Ex/m: 75 M/rks Tot/l: 100 M/rks 
Keywords: 
Indi/n Art, Sculpture, G/ndh/r/, M/thur/, Chol/ Bronze, Architecture, S/nchi, 
Dr/vid/ /nd N/g/r/, J/m/ M/sjid (Sh/hj/h/n/b/d), Hum/yunʼs Tomb, 
D/rg/hs P/intings, Mur/ls, Aj/nt/, Mini/ture, Mugh/l, K/ngr/, R/j/ R/vi 
Verm/, Amrit/ Sher-Gil, M.F. Hus/in, P/inting 


