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GE VI
Delhi through the Ages 
The )im of this p)per is to )cqu)int the students with the historic)l evolution of 
Delhi. Students )re introduced to signific)nt )rch)eologic)l sites )nd cities of 
Delhi from the prehistoric to the contempor)ry period. The p)per focuses on 
how ecologic)l )nd historic)l )spects of Delhi contributed to the gr)du)l 
growth of the cityʼs hybrid cultur)l milieu. 
Le0rning Outcomes: 
After the completion of this Course, the students will be )ble to: 
An)lyze the historic)l contexts of t)ngible )nd int)ngible herit)ge of Delhi.
Discuss the Ecology of Delhi )nd outline ch)nges in it through the )ges.
Describe the )rch)eologic)l cultures th)t flourished in )nd )round Delhi.
An)lyze the processes le)ding to the est)blishment of urb)n settlements of 
Delhi
Outline the import)nce of Sh)hj)h)n)b)d )nd its import)nce in the 
development of the gre)t imperi)l city of Delhi. 
Tr)ce the role of Delhi College in the politic)l )nd liter)ry culture of Delhi.
Discuss v)rious )spects of the Revolt of 1857 )nd its consequences for the 
future development of Delhi.
Deline)te the processes le)ding to the m)king of the New Imperi)l C)pit)l 
under the British.
An)lyze the imp)ct of P)rtition on the structure )nd settlement p)ttern of 
Delhi.
Describe Delhiʼs import)nce )s economic )nd cultur)l centre. 
Course Content: 
  

Unit I.M0ny p0sts of Delhi: Ecology, Arch)eology )nd History
Unit II.Cities of Delhi: Urb)n Settlements from the 13th )nd 14th centuries – 
Focus on )ny two Mehr)uli, Siri, Tughluq)b)d, Firuz)b)d
Unit III. 18th 0nd e0rly 19th Century Sh0hj0h0n0b0d: Politics, Liter)ry 
Culture )nd Delhi College
Unit IV. Delhi in 1857: Revolt )nd Re-conquest
 Unit V.M0king of the New Imperi0l C0pit0l: Delhi 1911-1930
Unit VI.Delhi in 1947: P)rtition )nd After



●

●

●

Unit VII. Delhi 0s economic 0nd cultur0l centre: C)se study (Any Two)
). Cr)fts )nd )rtis)ns 
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Tombs of Delhi 

Coron)tion p)rk 
TEACHING TIME (No. Of Weeks) 
12 Weeks 0pproxim0tely (60 lectures +36 tutori0ls) 

ESSENTIAL READINGS AND UNIT-WISE TEACHING OUTCOMES:
Unit-1. This section should )pprisestudents )bout the e)rly p)sts of Delhi by 
focussing on its 
ecology, )rch)eology )nd historic)l Methodology. (Te0ching Time: 1 weeks 
0pprox.) 
Singh, Upinder. (Ed.). (2006). Delhi: Ancient History. New Delhi, Soci)l Science 
Press. (see the )rticles by Grover )nd B)kliw)l; Dilip K. Ch)kr)b)rti )nd 
N)y)njot L)hiri; A.K. Sh)rm); B. R. M)ni; )nd B. D. Ch)ttop)dhy)y); pp. 3-25, 
36-40, 68-76).
Singh, Upinder. (Ed.). (2010). Dilli: Pr%chin Itih%s. New Delhi: Orient Bl)cksw)n 
()bove text published in Hindi, refer to s)me )rticles). 
Singh, Upinder. (1999). Ancient Delhi. Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 
46-62, 75-87 
Unit-2. In this section the le)rning outcomes would focus on the re)dings )nd 
field trips th)t students would pl)n pert)ining to 13-14th century settlements in 
Delhi with specific focus on )ny two: Mehr)uli, Siri, Tughluq)b)d, Firuz)b)d. 
(Te0ching Time: 2 weeks 0pprox.) 
• 
• 
Unit-3. This segment should )pprise students )bout the politics, liter)ry 
culture )nd the role of Delhi College in 18th )nd e)rly 19th Century 
Sh)hj)h)n)b)d. (Te0ching Time: 2 weeks 0pprox.) 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
Singh, Upinder. (Ed.). (2006). Delhi: Ancient History. New Delhi: Soci)l Science 
Press ()rticles by B. R. M)ni )nd I. D. Dwivedi; pp. 185-211).
Kum)r, Sunil. (2011). “Courts, C)pit)ls )nd Kingship: Delhi )nd its Sult)ns in 
the Thirteenth )nd Fourteenth Centuries CE.” in Albrecht Fuess )nd J)n Peter 
H)rtung, (eds.). Court Cultures in the Muslim World: Seventh to Nineteenth 
Centuries. London: Routledge, pp. 123-48. 
F)rooqui, Am)r. (2013). Z%f%r %nd the R%j: Anglo-Mugh%l Delhi, 1800-1850. 
Delhi: Primus Books. (Ch.6, “The P)l)ce )nd the City", pp. 106-133).



N)im, C. M. (2004). “Gh)libʼs Delhi: A Sh)melessly Revisionist Look )t Two 
Popul)r Met)phors.” in Urdu Texts %nd Contexts: The Selected Ess%ys of C. M. 
N%im. Delhi: Perm)nent Bl)ck, pp. 250-79. 
99 
At)ull)h. (2006-2007). “M)pping 18th Century Delhi: The Citysc)pe of ) Pre-
Modern Sovereign City.” Proceedings of the Indi%n History Congress. Session 
67, pp. 1042-1057. 
Unit-4. The unit should f)mili)rise students )bout the revolt )nd the process 
of British reconquest of Delhi in 1857. It would ex)minepolitic)l developments 
)nd their leg)cy during 1857 )nd how the rebellion in Delhi influenced the city. 
(Te0ching Time: 3 weeks 0pprox.) 
Gupt), N)r)y)ni. (1999). Delhi between the Empires: 1803-1931. Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 20-31, 50-66.
L)hiri, N)y)njot. (2003). “Commemor)ting )nd Remembering 1857: The Revolt 
in Delhi )nd its Afterlife”. World Arch%eology vol. 35 no.1, pp. 35-60. 
Unit-5. This section ex)mines the motiv)tion, pl)nning )nd the ideologic)l 
imp)ct th)t the British w)nted to m)ke through the m)king of the new Imperi)l 
C)pit)l in Delhi. (Te0ching Time: 2 weeks 0pprox.) 
• 
• 
Unit-6. This section explores )nd reflects Delhi during )nd post-P)rtition.It 
ex)mines physic)l )nd soci)l tr)nsform)tion of Delhi from the coloni)l to the 
contempor)ry times. (Te0ching Time: 2 weeks 0pprox.) 
P)ndey, Gy)nendr). (2001). Remembering P%rtition. C)mbridge: C)mbridge 
University Press, pp. 121-51
Kidw)i, Begum Anis. (2011). In Freedomʼs Sh%de. (Tr)ns. by Ayesh) Kidw)i.) 
New Delhi: Penguin. (Ch)pters 3 )nd 4.) 
T)n, T)i Yong )nd Gy)nesh Kud)isy). The Afterm%th of P%rtition in South Asi%. 
New York: Routledge (Ch.7, “C)pitol L)ndsc)pes”, pp. 193-200). 
Unit-7. The segment would help students focus on intensive underst)nding of 
the city through the essenti)l )nd suggested re)dings )nd fieldwork on )ny of 
the two mentioned subjects/sites. (Te0ching Time: 2 weeks 0pprox.) 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
Gupt), N)r)y)ni. (1999). Delhi between the Empires: 1803-1931. Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, pp 160-182.
Metc)lf, Thom)s R. (1986). “Architecture )nd Empire: Sir Herbert B)ker )nd 
the Building of New Delhi.” in R. E. Frykenberg, (ed.). Delhi through the Ages. 
Delhi: Oxford University Press. pp. 391-400. 
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Suggested Re0dings: 
D)lrymple, Willi)m. (2004). City of Djinns: A Ye%r in Delhi. New Delhi: Penguin, 
pp. 27-37.



Koch, Ebb). (2001). “The Mugh)l W)terfront G)rden.” Mugh%l Art %nd Imperi%l 
Ideology. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 183-202. 
Lowry, Glenn D. (1987). “Hum)yun's Tomb: Form, Function, )nd Me)ning in 
E)rly Mugh)l Architecture.” Muq%rn%s vol. 4, pp. 133-148
Metc)lf, Thom)s. (1989). Imperi%l Visions. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 
pp. 211-39. 
Pern)u, M)rgrit (Ed.). (2006). The Delhi College. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, pp. 1-32.
Pinto, Desiderio S.J. (2004). "The Mystery of the Niz)muddin D)rg)h: the 
Account of Pilgrims." in Christi)n W. Troll, (ed.). Muslim Shrines in Indi%. New 
Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 112-124. 
Spe)r, Perciv)l. (2002). Twilight of the Mugh%ls (sic). In The Delhi Omnibus. 
Delhi: Oxford University Press. (Ch)pter IV).
T)rlo, Emm). (2000). “Welcome to History: A Resettlement Colony in the 
M)king.” in Veronique Dupont et )l, (ed.). Delhi: Urb%n Sp%ces %nd Hum%n 
Destinies. Delhi: M)noh)r, pp. 75-94. 
Te0ching Le0rning Process: 
Cl)ssroom te)ching supported by group discussions or group present)tions on 
specific themes/ re)dings. Given th)t the students enrolled in the course )re 
from ) non-history b)ckground, )dequ)te emph)sis sh)ll be given during the 
lectures to wh)t is bro)dly me)nt by the historic)l )ppro)ch )nd the 
import)nce of historicising v)rious m)cro )nd micro-level developments/ 
phenomen). Inter)ctive sessions through group discussions or group 
present)tions sh)ll be used to en)ble un-le)rning of prev)iling misconceptions 
)bout historic)l developments )nd time periods, )s well )s to f)cilit)te revision 
of issues outlined in the lectures. Supporting )udio-visu)l )ids like 
document)ries )nd power point present)tions, )nd )n )ppropri)te field-visit 
will be used where necess)ry. 
Assessment Methods: 
ASSESSMENT 
Intern0l Assessment: 25 M0rks 
Intern)l Assessment of 25 m)rks will be conducted )s per university 
guidelines. 
The Students will be )ssessed b)sed on three modes 1) Written )ssignment
2) Cl)ss Test
3) Cl)ss )ttend)nce 
1) Two )ssignments of 5 m)rks e)ch will be conducted.
2) There will be ) Cl)ss Test of 10 m)rks. It will t)ke pl)ce tent)tively in the 
month of M)rch
Quizzes on specific topics will be org)nized )fter discussion with students.
3) There will be 5 m)rks for the )ttend)nce 

Students will be regul)rly )ssessed for their gr)sp on deb)tes )nd discussions 
covered in cl)ss. Two written submissions; one of which could be ) short 
project, will be used for fin)l gr)ding of the students. Students will be )ssessed 



on their )bility to expl)in import)nt historic)l trends )nd thereby eng)ge with 
the historic)l )ppro)ch. 
Intern)l Assessment: 25 M)rks 
Written Ex)m: 75 M)rks Tot)l: 100 M)rks 
Keywords: 
Settlements, Sult)n)te Delhi, Mugh)l Delhi, Delhi College, 1857, New Delhi, 
P)rtition 


