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. SYLLABLES

Core Course |
History of India from the earliest times up to c. 300 CE
Course Objectives:

This course explores various stages and processes of Indian history from
prehistoric period to early historic centuries. It examines the historiographical
shifts pertaining to what is termed as ‘Ancient/early’ India. Underlining the
pan-Indian historical changes, it also focuses on regional diversities. The
varied experiences in the Indian subcontinent can be seen in archaeological
cultures and questions concerning literacy, nature of state formation and
attendant cultural growth.

Learning Outcomes:

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Delineate changing perceptions on ‘Ancient/early’ India.

Explain the importance of archaeological sources for study of proto-history
and recognize the belated growth of literacy.

Course Content:
® Interpreting Ancient India; survey of sources

® Prehistoric Cultures: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic; rock art

e Harappan Civilization:Origin and extent, town planning, economy, society
and religion,
decline and continuity. Chalcolithic cultures

e Vedic Culture: polity, economy, society and religion. Beginnings of the iron
age;
Megalithic cultures

® Post-Vedic Period:material and social changes, Mahajanapadas and the
rise of Magadha,



Buddhism and Jainism: doctrines; spread

® The Mauryan Empire:state and administration, society, economy,
Ashoka's Dhamma,
decline, art and architecture

Distinguish between civilization and culture, particularly in the context of first
ever civilization in the Indian subcontinent.

Outline the key features of the first ever empire under the Mauryas. Locate the
shift of historical focus from Gangetic belt to newer areas.

Discuss the processes of assimilations of people and ruling houses from
outside the Indian subcontinent in to the mainstream.

VII.The Far South: Tamilakam; polity, economy and society

VIll. Post-Mauryan age with special reference to Satavahanas and
Kushanas: polity,

economy, society, culture

TEACHING TIME (No. Of Weeks)
12 Weeks approximately (60 lectures +36 tutorials)

ESSENTIAL READINGS AND UNIT-WISE TEACHING OUTCOMES:

Unit I. In this Unit the students shall be introduced to the varied sources used
for writing history of ancient India. Key interpretations stemming from
historians’ use of such sources shall be discussed. (( ONE weeks /5lecturers
and tutorial )

)

Unit Il. This Unit shall familiarize the students with the essential features of
early human societies and help them distinguish between various subsistence
patterns and material cultures of these societies. (Teaching Time: 1 week
approx.)
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Printworld.

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the
Stone Age to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson.
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Unit IIl. This Unit shall introduce students to one of the earliest urban
civilizations in Asia of the Indian subcontinent. The unit shall also provide an
overview of other material cultures. (Teaching Time: 2 weeks approx.)
Unit IV. This Unit shall provide the students a detailed overview of the evolving
cultural traditions, socio-economic structures and political formations in the
northern Indian subcontinent. The Unit shall also discuss the advent of
material cultures and communities that developed the use of iron technology in
the northern and southern parts of the subcontinent. (Teaching Time: 2
weeks approx.)

Sharma, R. S. (1995). Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early
India. New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal.
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Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New
Delhi: MacMillan.
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Unit V. This unit shall familiarize the students with major social
transformations that unfolded from

roughly c. 600 BCE to c. 200 BCE. (Teaching Time: 2 weeks approx.)

Ratnagar, Shereen.(2001). Understanding Harappa: Civilization in the Greater
Indus Valley. New Delhi: Tulika.
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Unit VI. This Unit shall introduce students to the evolving administrative
framework, social structure, economy and cultural life of one of the earliest
empires of the Indian subcontinent. (Teaching Time: 2 weeks approx.)
Thapar, Romila. (2012). Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, third edition,
New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

R 2R, (2005). gfee#dl ;Ig#et | 3reN®w 3 RA 7qTa: Tigddad.

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New
Delhi: MacMillan.
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Unit VII. This Unit shall familiarize the students with important social
transformations and cultural traditions that developed within communities
settled the southern reaches of the Indian subcontinent. (Teaching Time: 1
week approx.)

Karashima, Noborou (Ed.). (2014). A Concise History of South India. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the
Stone Age to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson.
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Unit VIII. This Unit shall discuss the key features of polities and material life
that emerged in the period c. 100 BCE to c. 300 CE, using the case studies of
the Satavahanas and Kushanas. (Teaching Time: 1 week approx.)
«Sharma, R.S. (2015). Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient
India. Delhi: Motilal Banarasidas.
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Y I [T,
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Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New
Delhi: MacMillan.
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Suggested Readings:
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Thapar, Romila. (2013) Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History. New
Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Kosambi, D. D. (1975). An Introduction to the Study of Indian History. New
Delhi: Popular Prakashan.

Ray, H. P. (1986). Monastery and Guild: Commerce under the Satavahanas.
New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006). The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology:
The Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th
Century. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Lahiri, Nayanjot. (2002). The Decline and Fall of the Indus Civilization. New
Delhi: Permanent Black.

Ray, Niharranjan. (1975). Maurya and Post-Maurya Art: A Study in Social and
Formal Contrasts. New Delhi: Indian Council of Historical Research.

Moorti, Udayaravi S. (1994). Megalithic Culture of South India. Varanasi:
Ganga Kaveri. Gurukkal, Rajan. (1995). “The Beginnings of the Historic Period:
The Tamil South” in Romila Thapar (Ed.), Recent Perspectives of Early Indian
History. Bombay: Popular Prakshan.

Teaching Learning Process:

Classroom teaching should be supported by group discussions or group
presentations on specific themes/readings. Adequate emphasis shall be given
during the lectures to what is broadly meant by the historical approach and the
importance of historicising various macro and micro-level developments/
phenomena. Interactive sessions through group discussions or group
presentations shall be used to enable un-learning of prevailing misconceptions
about historical developments and time periods, as well as to facilitate revision
of issues outlined in the lectures. Supporting audio-visual aids like
documentaries and power point presentations, and an appropriate field-visit
will be used where necessary.

ASSESSMENT

Internal Assessment: 25 Marks

Internal Assessment of 25 marks will be conducted as per university
guidelines.

The Students will be assessed based on three modes 1) Written assignment
2) Class Test

3) Class attendance

1) Two assignments of 5 marks each will be conducted.

2) There will be a Class Test of 10 marks. It will take place tentatively in the
month of March

Quizzes on specific topics will be organized after discussion with students.
3) There will be 5 marks for the attendance



Students will be regularly assessed for their grasp on debates and discussions
covered in class. Two written submissions; one of which could be a short
project, will be used for final grading of the students. Students will be assessed
on their ability to explain important historical trends and thereby engage with
the historical approach.

Internal Assessment: 25 Marks

Written Exam: 75 Marks

Total: 100 Marks

Keywords: Prehistory, Chalcolithic, Megalithic, Mahajanapadas, Empire,
Dhamma, Tamilakam



