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SYLLABUS

Unit I: Theories and concepts
[a] Gender: a tool of historical analysis
[b] Understanding Origins and Structures of patriarchy

Unit II: Aspects of Gender: Politics, Power and Household
[a] Economic and Social Roles: household, patronage and Property
[b] Women and Power: Raẓiyya and Rudramadevi
[c] Questions of Sexualities

Unit III: Gender, Representation and Literature
[a] Religious Literature in the early period: Vedic, Buddhist and Puranic
[b] Love and Manliness in Hindawi Romances; case studies of Padmavat, Purushpariksha
and histories of Mira [c] Representations of the Divine Feminine:Virasaivism, WarkariPanths, Korravai-Durga in Tamil Traditions

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The course teaches how ‘Gender’ is not an innocent term denoting biological differences but a social and culturally constructed unequal relationship that needs careful historical analysis in the context of Indian history. The focus is not merely on studying ‘women’s history’ but to go beyond and explore aspects of masculinities as well as alternative sexualities, spanning temporal frames from prehistory to 1500 CE. There is an added emphasis on learning inter-disciplinary analytical tools and frames of analysis concerning familiar topics such as class, caste, and environment that enriches an understanding of historical processes.




TEACHING TIME  

(No. Of Weeks) 16weeks- 5+1 credits
 The six credit course will comprise of theory classes (five credits) and tutorials (one credit). 
Each credit is equivalent to one hour of class-room instruction per week
Teaching plan is divided into 5Lectures + 3 Tutorials per week (8 hours per week)
CLASSES:  120 Classes

UNIT WISE BREAK UP OF SYLLABUS

Unit -1. The unit should familiarise students with theoretical frames of gender and patriarchy  and how these concepts provide tools for historical analysis.(Teaching time: 3 weeks Approx.)

[a] Gender: a tool of historical analysis
[b] Understanding Origins and Structures of patriarchy


Unit -2. This section should apprise students to locate fluctuating gender relations within households, court and also explore linkages between gender, power and politics. Additionally discussion on the question of sexualities would open up vistas for a nuanced historical learning of normative and alternative sexualities as well as issues of masculinities. (Teaching time: 6 weeks Approx.)

a] Economic and Social Roles: household, patronage and Property
[b] Women and Power: Raẓiyya and Rudramadevi
[c] Questions of Sexualities

Unit -3. The focus is on studying gender representation in literature that highlights the idea of
love as well as manliness on the one hand and religiosity across temporal and regional spread on
the other.(Teaching time: 5 weeks Approx.)

[a] Religious Literature in the early period: Vedic, Buddhist and Puranic
[b] Love and Manliness in Hindawi Romances; case studies of Padmavat, Purushpariksha
and histories of Mira [c] Representations of the Divine Feminine:Virasaivism, WarkariPanths, Korravai-Durga in Tamil Traditions

ASSESSMENT 
Internal Assessment: 25 Marks 
Students will be regularly assessed for their grasp on debates and discussions covered in class. \
Two written submissions and at least one presentation will be used for final grading of the students.
Students will be assessed on their ability to engage with a sizeable corpus of readings assigned to the theme for written submissions,
 i.e. being able to explain important historical trends and tracing historiography reflected in the assigned readings.
Learning Outcomes:
On completion of this course students shall be able to
• Explain critical concepts such as gender and patriarchy and demonstrate their use as tools for
historical analysis
• Examine the role and functioning of power equations within social contexts in Indian history
during the ancient period, in the construction of gender identities
• Critically examine representations of gender in literature, focusing on ideas of love, manliness
and religiosity
• Examine the role of social and political patronage of art and literature in perpetuating gendered
Inequalities
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