
TEACHING PLAN for Academic Year (2021-22)

BA History Honours

PAPER: Core Course II - Social and Cultural Patterns in the Ancient World - 1
SEMESTER: I
SESSION: 2021-22
TEACHER NAME: Dr Fatima Hussain




SYLLABUS
Course Content:

Evolution of humankind and Palaeolithic cultures 

II. Understanding the Mesolithic 

III. The Neolithic 

IV. The Bronze Age 

V. Nomadic Pastoralism

VI. The Advent of Iron





COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Course aims to introduce students to significant developments in world history that have shaped the complexity of human existence. To begin with, it offers a historical survey of human evolution. It details the transition from the hunting-gathering subsistence pattern to a more advanced adaptations to a sedentary farming economy. The course content is based on the premise that the pace and nature of change differed in different parts of the world. Further, changes in social formations that facilitated the emergence of socially stratified and state-ordered societies are explained through a study of some of the early Bronze Age Civilizations. The impact of specific ecological conditions on different trajectories of growth, higher population density and social complexity, the emergence of the city and newer crafts and trade and the unfolding of cultural patterns in the early civilizations are concerns that are central to this course. This therefore, provides a sound foundation in the historical discipline, and helps in engaging in a variety of subject matters of history – social relations, economics, political formations, religion, and culture from a global perspective. Understanding the dissimilar but interlinked history of humanity is therefore the prime objective of this Course. 

TEACHING TIME (No. Of Weeks) 16weeks- 5+1 credits
 The six credit course will comprise of theory classes (five credits) and tutorials (one credit). 
Each credit is equivalent to one hour of class-room instruction per week
Teaching plan is divided into 5Lectures + 3 Tutorials per week (8hours per week)

CLASSES:  120 Classes

UNIT WISE BREAK UP OF SYLLABUS


Unit-I: Evolution of humankind and Palaeolithic cultures (3 WEEKS)
a. Comprehending prehistory and history: issues and interpretative frameworks 
b. Environmental context of human evolution 
c. Biological evolution of hominins
d. Social and cultural adaptations: mobility and migration; development of lithic and other 
    technologies; changes in the hunting gathering economy; social organization; art and graves. 

Unit-II: Understanding the Mesolithic (3 WEEKS)
Mesolithic as a transitional stage in prehistory 
 Ecological change and changes in subsistence strategies based on case studies from West 
 Asia, Europe and Meso-America: seasonal and broad-spectrum exploitation of resources,  food storage, tools, semi-sedentism and features of social complexity 

Unit-III: The Neolithic (3 WEEKS)
Debating the origins of food production – climate change; population pressure; ecological          choices; cognitive reorientations 
 Features of the Neolithic based on sites from West Asia, Europe and China: nature and size of   settlements; tool-kits, artefacts and pottery; family and household 
Features of social complexity in late Neolithic communities; ceremonial sites and structures 

Unit-IV: The Bronze Age (3 WEEKS)
Note: Rubrics b, c and d are to be based on any one case study: 
Ancient Mesopotamia (Sumerian and Akkadian period)/Egypt (Old Kingdom)/China (Shang dynasty). 
a. Concepts: 'Bronze Age', 'Civilization' 'Urban Revolution’ and ‘State’ 
b. Ecological context of early civilizations 
c. Aspects of social complexity: class, gender and economic specialization 
d. Forms of kingship, religion and state 

Unit V: Nomadic Pastoralism: Concept of Pastoralism; Emergence in West Asia and interaction with urban-state societies between the third and second millennium (1 WEEK)

Unit-VI: The Advent of Iron: Spread of iron technology and complex technological and eco- nomic changes (1 WEEK)



ASSESSMENT 

Internal Assessment: 25 Marks 

Students will be regularly assessed for their grasp on debates and discussions covered in class. \
Two written submissions and at least one presentation will be used for final grading of the students.
Students will be assessed on their ability to engage with a sizeable corpus of readings assigned to the theme for written submissions,
 i.e. being able to explain important historical trends and tracing historiography reflected in the assigned readings.
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