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PREFACE

The current coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has affected educational
systems worldwide, leading to the near-total closures of schools, colleges
and universities. Follows the protocol of COVID-19, the Executive
Committee of Haryana History Congress decided to make this session via
online (virtual session).

The present proceeding contains selected papers of the 5thVirtual
Annual Conference of Haryana History Congress under the theme “Any
aspect related to History and Culture of Haryana” held on December25-
26, 2020. The National Conference, which was organized by Haryana
History Congress online via-Google Meet platform.

The Congress has accepted more than 60 abstracts. After an initial
review of the submitted abstracts, more than 50 papers were presented at the
two days virtual conference. Finally, after a peer review process, 31 papers
and 2 summaries were accepted for publication in the 5"Virtual Conference
Proceeding. The published papers have passed the process of improvement
accommodating the discussion during the conference as well as editing by
the editors.

On behalf of Haryana History Congress, I grateful to our General
President (for 5thVirtual Session), Prof. Vijay Kumar, Former Vice
Chancellor, Chaudhary Devi Lal University (CDLU), Sirsa and now
presently, Professor in Department of History and Archaeology, Maharshi
Dayanand University (MDU), Rohtak (Haryana) for accepting the
invitation and giving their valuable time, and very thanks for his wonderful
and knowledgeable presidential address on inaugural session.

I am very grateful to renowned scholars Dr. Akshat Kaushik, Senior
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Assistant Archaeologist, Chandigarh Circle, Archaeological Survey of India,
Chandigarh for preside the Ancient Section and for sectional presidential
address with his topic “Kabhi Sirsa Kabhi Nirsa : An ldiomatic Expression
of the Archaeo-historical Investigation at Sirsa’; Sh. Brajendra Kumar
Singhal, Eminent scholar for preside the Medieval Section and for sectional
presidential address with his topic “Hd < | T UREF”; and Dr.
U.V. Singh, former Head of the Department, Department of History,
Sanatan Dharma College Ambala, (Haryana) for preside the Modern Section
and for sectional presidential address, for accepting the invitation and
making very interesting and meaningful the fifth virtual session.

I am also thankful to Prof. S.M. Azizuddin Husain, former HoD,
Department of History, Jamia Milia Islamia University, New Delhi, now
presently, Senior Academic Fellow of ICHR, New Delhi for delivering his
valuable valedictory address.

The topics that have been covered in the conference include: art history,
settlements, archaeology, sultanate and mughal history, inscriptions,
economic and various aspects of modern history of Haryana, architecture,
and gender etc. I really congratulate to the team of Haryana History
Congress to make a successful academic session of 5* virtual conference.

I sincerely thanks to Dr. Jai Pal Singh, Dr. Mahender Singh Bagi, Dr.
Umashankar for their beautiful co-operation and chaired the various sessions.
I appreciate and thanks to our technical team members Sh. Anil Yadav,
convener of the technical team, and young research scholars Mr. Abhishek,
Mr. Harsh Dev Tomar and Aakash Gupta all are from Dept. of History,
University of Delhi for providing excellent technical facilities or online
platform for making successful the virtual conference.

I am very much thankful to our President, Dr. Yashvir Singh, Vice
President, Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Joint Sectary, Dr. Atul Yadav, Treasurer,
Sh. Anil Yadav and our respected EC members Dr. Jagdish Parshad,
Dr. Mahender Singh, Dr. Vijay Kumar, Dr. Mahender Singh Bagi and
others for their cooperation and providing many types of support to organize
the virtual conference. And my special thanks to Ms. Supriya Dhanda,
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Aggarwal College Ballabgarh
for her wonderful and unforgettable anchoring in inaugural and valedictory
sessions in the conference.



Haryana History Congress - 5" Session 13

I would like to thanks all the editors for giving their precious time,
efforts in editing and reviewing the papers for the proceeding. I am also
grateful to Sh. Puneet for his co-operation in composing, layout setting
and provide the proceeding in timely.

Finally, I would like to thanks to all of the participants and organising
team members who have dedicated their constant support and countless
time to make successful the virtual conference.

New Delhi. Dr. Sajjan Kumar
November 1, 2021 General Secretary
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Presidential Address : Ancient Section
‘Kabhi Sirsa Kabhi Nirsa’
An Idiomatic Expression of the Archaeo-historical
Investigation at Sirsa

*Dr. Akshat Kumar Kaushik

Sirsa town is located to the south-west of Haryana state. It is said to be one
of the oldest places of North India and its ancient name was Sairishaka,
which finds mention in Mahabharata, Panini’s Ashatadhayayi and
Divyavadan. There are a number of legends about the origin of the name of
the town. Similarly, several idioms are very common among the locals about
the Sirsa town. One such idiom prevalent in the region is “Kabhi Sirsa Kabhi
Nirsa” which refers to the fluctuating fortunes of the ancient city which
swayed between affluence and ruin over the centuries.

This paper is an attempt to analyse the said idiom in context of the
archeo historical investigations in the light of recent excavations at Thed
Mound Sirsa (archaeological site) and previous explorations in Sirsa District.

Historical Background

Literary overview - The name of the district is derived from its headquarter
Sirsa. It is said to be one of the oldest places of North India and its ancient
name was Sairishaka, which finds mention in Mahabharata, Panini’s
Ashatadhayayi and Divyavadan. In Mahabharata,' Sairishaka is described as
being taken by Nakula in his conquest of the western quarter. It must have
been a flourishing city in the 5* century BCE as it has been mentioned by

*

Senior Assistant Archaeologist, Archaeological Survey of India, Chandigarh
Circle.
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Panini.?

There are a number of legends about the origin of the name of the
town. As mentioned earlier, its ancient name was Sazrishaka and from that it
seems to have been corrupted to Sirsa. According to local tradition, an
unknown king named Saras founded the town in 7 century CE and built a
fort.? According to another tradition, the name has its origin from the sacred
river Sarasvati which one flowed near it. During medieval period, the town
was known as Sarsuti. It has been mentioned as Sarsuti by a number of
medieval historians. The derivation of name Sirsa, is also attributed to the
abundance of si7is trees[Albizialebbock (Benth)] in the neighborhood of Sirsa
which seems quite plausible for it finds some corroboration also in Panini
and his commentator. In ancient period, Sirsa was also known as Sirsapattan.*

Antiquity of the region — Antiquity of the District goes back to the
Pre-Harappan Period. Remains of the Late Siswal Culture are found from
Bani (near Haryana-Rajasthan). [t was followed by the Late Harappan Culture
(1700-1500 BCE) whose pottery has been discovered at Jodhkan® (24
kilometres east of Sirsa). Subsequently PGW culture flourished in a large
area of the District, some of the important PGW sites® are Jodhkan, Rania,
Himayun, Khera, Nakora, Kariwali and Bani. During Early Historical Period,
although not a single site belong to Northern Black Polished Ware has so far
been found in the district but the discovery of Asokan pillars from adjacent
places like Fatehabad and Hisar, may possibly suggest its inclusion also in the
Mauryan empire. On the basis of some numismatic and epigraphic evidence,
few terracotta figurines and the discovery of Rangamahal ware of the Kushana
period (1%~ 4* century CE) from a number of sites’- Bajeka, Bhaudin, Moju
Khera, Sikanderpur, Sirsa and Suchan, it is evident that the region also came
under the influence of the Kushana,® Yaudheya and the Guptas. Kushana
antiquities’ includes coins, crude imitations of coin-types of Vasudeva - I
and figurine moulds of a lady and another of a seated male deity holding
attributes in his four hands. Some Yaudheya copper coins'® bearing the legend
Yaudheya Ganasya Jayah, are also found from Sirsa in association of the
Kushana Coins. Subsequently, the region came under the sway of Guptas
and Pushyabhutis of Thanesar. A stone slab containing an inscription'' in
Sanskrit verse assignable to about 5*/6™ century CE was discovered at Sirsa.
It contains a eulogy of a king whose name is entirely lost along with the
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major portion of the composition. During the time of Muhammadan
invasion, the region was conquered by the Masud who was the successor of
the Sultan Mahmud. Masud appointed his son Majdud'? as governor of the
region from Hansi to Indus including the region of the Sirsa. Later on, the
region of Sirsa came under the control of Tomaras of Delhi. This fact can
be corroborated by the finding of the coins of the Tomara rulers Sallaksanapala
(978-1008 CE), Anangapala (1049-1097 CE) and Mahipala (1103-1128
CE). These findings along with some inscriptional data (Palam Baoli
Inscription'® and Delhi Museum Inscription') suggest that the region was
recaptured by the Tomaras from Ghaznavid occupation. The Tomaras soon
lost their hold over the region to the Chahamanas of Rajasthan who lost the
region to the Muslim rule after the defeat of Prithviraja III in the second
battle of Taraori (1192 CE). According to Hasan Nizami, Prithviraja, who
joined the battle late, tried to escape but was recognised, pursued and finally
captured in the neighbourhood of Sarsuti'® (Sirsa). During Sultanat period,
Kutubuddin Aibak established a military outpost at Sirsa.'® During the reign
of Muhammad Tughlaq (1325-51 CE), Ibn Batuta, the famous traveller
from Tangiers travelled through the district (1341 CE). He has given a very
interesting description of Sirsa. He says “It is large and abounds with rice
which they carry hence to Delhi.”"” Firuz Shah'® who succeeded Muhammad
Tughlaq, founded the town of Firozabad near Rania in 1360 CE and had
drawn a canal from the Ghaggar, passing by the walls of Sarsuti (Sirsa) to
this city. During 1398 CE Sirsa town was plundered by the Taimur."”

During the Mughal period, at the time of Sher Shah Suri, ruler of
Bikaner, Rao Kalian Singh,* was driven out of his state by the Chief of
Jodhpur. The displaced king, made Sirsa his headquarter for some time.
Thereafter, area governed by the Mughal ruler till the Britishers occupied the
region.

Excavations at Thed mound Sirsa

Ther mound ( 29°31°31.62” N, 75°01°14.67” E) is located in the south-
western corner of the present town Sirsa. It was declared as site of national
importance by the Archaeological Survey of India. The site was occupied by
the encroachers from a long period and a case (COCP No. 1824 for 2012)
is pending in the Hon’ble High Court Punjab & Haryana for removal of
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encroachments. During the hearing, Hon'ble High Court instructed to State
Government Haryana to remove encroachments from the site. Following
which, out of 85 acres of land, 31.5 acres of land has been freed from
encroachment and handed over to A.S.I Chandigarh Circle, till the writing
of this article. Hon’ble High Court also issued directions to Archaeological
Survey of India for carrying out excavations at the site. In pursuance of the
order of the Hon’ble High Court of Punjab & Haryana, excavations were
started with the following objectives-

1. To ascertain the antiquity of site.

2. To understand the nature of the mound.

To fulfill these objective excavations and scrapping of the mound was
undertaken in several trenches which revealed numerous antiquarians remains
ranging from Sunga-Kushana Period to Mughal period. An intensive survey
of the mound revealed existence of several mud bricks and burnt brick walls
raised throughout the height of the mound in all marginal sections which
indicates that both types of bricks were used over a period of time. Remnants
of the bastions (small and large size), of mud bricks (laid in mud mortar)
were also noticed in southern and north-western periphery of the mound
which were the indicators of the mud brick fortification wall. To know the
nature of mound which is also described as a fort in several literary evidences,
scrapping of the mound were undertaken in north-western and south-eastern
part of the mound while excavations were conducted inside and outside of
the fortification wall in northwestern part of the mound.

However for this study, archaeo —literary evidences from Gupta period
onwards are more valuable and will be discussed broadly.

Gupta Pd. at the site is marked with several burnt bricks and mud bricks
structural activities (Plate 1). A hearth / Chullah was found from this level.
It was made of mud bricks (arranged in brick on edge position) which were
burnt during firing activities. A thick layer of mud mixed with husk was
applied over the chulha and in surrounding ground level. Over the mud
plaster of ground, a thin layer of lime was provided. Several pot sherds were
recovered from this working level. Another important discovery of this period
is occurrence of multiple floor levels which denotes different habitational
phases of this period. A huge platform having approx 27 brick courses of
mud bricks were also recovered from this level. An intact globular pot and
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fragments of a cylindrical vase (fragments arranged in its original shape) are
found from one of the floor levels. One of the most important finding of
this period was, a burnt clay mould of Mahisasurmardini besides several

other antiquities are found from this period.

Plate 1: Remains of Gupta period

Plate 2: Plaque moulds ( right) and its impression ( left), Gupta period.

Rajput period is characterized by a stone inscription (Plate 3) of the
time of Bhoja*'the Pratihira ruler was found from Sirsa mound which is
presently lying at Lahore Museum. It is of much value from the view point
of religious history of the region. It records the construction of a temple of
Siva by burnt brick and stone slabs by Nilakantha, a saint of Pasupata sect at
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Sirsa. It gives us information that at least for five generations the Pashupata
sect flourished here during the 8" and the 9 centuries CE.
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Plate 3: Rajput Period Inscription

Several fragments of sculpture and architecture fragments are found from
Thed mound Sirsa. Most of them are found as surface finds while some are

revealed through excavations from Rajput deposit.

Plate 6 & 7: Part of Pillars
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Plate 9: Fragmment of a Shivalinga

Plate 10: Pranala Plate 11: Frogment of a Shivaliyga

Details of the stone fragments are as follows —

Plate 4 — Pedestal of a sculpture carved with floral motifs, probably
Rajput period.

Plate 5~ Fragment of a sculpture, probably Rajput period.

Plate 6-8 Dart of pillar showing ghata-pallava motif, Rajput period.

Plate 9—  Fragment of architecture member depicting a yugal figure,
Kirtimukha is depicted on the lower portion while a chaitya
arch motif is adorned on the top.

Plate 10 — Fragment of a pranala, Rajput period.

Plate 11 — Fragment of a Shivalinga, defaced on one side, probably
Rajput period.

All these archaeological and epigraphical evidences suggest that the region
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was flourished till the Rajput period however in the late phase of Rajput
period/Early Sultanat period, the region faced several invasions and natural
calamity which is also reflected from contemporary literary sources.

According to Tarikh-i-Subuktageen( by Al Baihaki* ( 10™-11" century
CE) —Sultan Masud (who was the successor of the Sultan Mahmud Gajnavi,
took the route of Sarsuti, situated among the hills of Kashmir, the garrison
of which fort being intimidated, sent messengers to the king, promising
valuable presents, and an annual tribute, if he would desist from his enterprise.
Masud felt disposed to listen to the proposals, until he understood that
some Muhammadan merchants, having been seen by the garrison, were then
captives in the place. He accordingly broke up the conference and besieged
the fort, ordering the ditch to be filled up with sugar canes from the adjacent
plantations. This being done, he caused scaling-ladders to be applied to the
walls; and the fort, after a bloody contest, was taken. The garrison, without
distinction, was put to the sword, except the women and children, who
were carried off by the soldiers as slaves. The king, moreover, commanded
that a part of the spoil should be given to the Muhammadans who had been
prisoners in Sarsuti, and who had formerly lost their effects. This year is also
recorded by Indian historians as remarkable for a great drought and famine
in many parts of the world, especially in Persia and India, in which entire
provinces were depopulated. The famine was succeeded by a pestilence, which
swept many thousands from the face of the earth for in less than one month
forty thousand persons died in Ispahan alone. (7zbagat-i-Nasiri**( 1260 CE)
speaks of Sarasvati as a fort that surrendered to the Muslims. Firishta (16"
Century) too speaks of it as a fort captured by the Muslims soon after the
battle of Tarain. Ibn Batuta puts it down as a place on the route from Abohar
to Delhi. So the place meant is most probably Sirsa, which we found actually
mentioned as Sarasvati in the Karmachandra vamsor kirtana k akavya of
Jayasoma.?

Masud appointed his son Majdud® as governor of the region from
Hansi to Indus including the region of the Sirsa. Later on, the region of
Sirsa came under the control of Tomaras of Delhi. This fact can be
corroborated by the finding of the coins of the Tomara rulers Sallaksanapala
(978-1008 CE), Anangapala (1049-1097 CE) and Mahipala (1103-1128
CE ). These findings along with some inscriptional data ( Palam Baoli
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Inscription®® and Delhi Museum Inscription?’) suggest that the region was
recaptured by the Tomaras from Ghaznavid occupation. The Tomaras soon
lost their hold over the region to the Chahamanas of Rajasthan who lost
the region to the Muslim rule after the defeat of Prithviraja III in the
second battle of Taraori (1192 CE). According to Hasan Nizami, Prithviraja,
who joined the battle late, tried to escape but was recognised, pursued and
finally captured in the neighbourhood of Sarsuti*® (Sirsa).

During the period of Chahman of Shakambhari ( 6®-12% century
CE), with the expansion of the Sapadalaksa kingdom™ (The core territory
of the Chahamanas was located in present-day Rajasthan. It was known
as Sapadalaksha.) important frontier forts like Hansi, Samana, Kohram,
Sarasvati and Tabarhind, were taken under control. The forts had to be
carefully manned and now and then further strengthened on account of the
ever-present menace of Muslim invasions from the north-west. Not un-
often we find them put under the ruler’s most trusted relations; Hansi, for
instance, was under Prthviraja II’s uncle, Kilhana, and a few years later under
Hariraja, the younger brother of Prthviraja I1I.

During the period of Chahaman dynasty, Tabarhindah, Asika (Hansi),
Sunam, Sarasvati (Sirsa), and Kohram owed their importance to being places
of defence and refuge on the route from north-western India to Ajayameru.

During Sultanat period, Kutubuddin Aibak established a military
outpost at Sirsa.’® At the time of Muhammad Tughlaq (1325-51 CE), Ibn
Batuta, the famous traveller from Tangiers travelled through the district
(1341 CE). He has given a very interesting description of Sirsa. He says “It
is large and abounds with rice which they carry hence to Delhi.™" Firuz
Shah?** who succeeded Muhammad Tughlaq, founded the town of Firozabad
near Rania in 1360 CE and had drawn a canal from the Ghaggar, passing
by the walls of Sarsuti (Sirsa) to this city. During 1398 CE Sirsa town was
plundered by the Taimur.?* According to Malfujat -e-Tamuri**
(autobiography of Timur) when Taimur proceeded to the town of Sarsuti.
The inhabitants of this town were for the most part infidels and kept pigs,
whose flesh they ate. On hearing of the approach of Timur they took to
flight. A detachment was sent in pursuit, which overtook them and put
many of them to the sword, and plundered the property which they had
carried off. The detachment returned safe to camp with its plunder, all
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except Adi’ I Farrash who was killed in the fight. Timur rested one day at
Sarsuti and on the following day marched eighteen kos to Fatehabad where
he encamped.

Literary references suggest fluctuating fortunes of Sirsa which is further
validated by the contemporary archacological data which suggest that deposits
of Late phase of Rajput / Early Sultanat period yielded numerous evidences
of destructions / invasion (for. eg. Deposit of thick ash, repair of fortification
wall, charred/burnt material, repair of damaged structure etc.) Details of
which are as under-

Excavations revealed, a deposit of a thick ashy layer (1.87 Mtr thick)
from the deposits of Late phase of Rajput/Early Sultanat period. Few
terracotta missiles (projectiles) were found from this deposit. Below the ashy
deposit, a 15 cm thick deposit of potsherds was encountered. Further
excavations, revealed evidences of a fallen brick wall which was made of
reused burnt bricks of Kushana & Gupta Period. The bricks were in very
fragile condition. Size of bricks were 25x19x5 cm, 29x21x3, 17x15x5,
25x18x4, 33x23x5 c¢m. Originally the wall was running in north-east and
south-west direction. Thickness of the fallen brick deposit (which also denotes
the thickness of the wall in its original (standing) position) was 1.10 meter
approx. Maximum exposed expansion of the bricks in the plan (which denotes
the maximum exposed height of the wall) was 4 meters. A terracotta missile/
projectile (same as were found in southeastern part of fortification wall during
scrapping) was found embedded in the fallen wall. Size of these terracotta
missiles was like a small football (12 cm diameter). Contemporary deposits
witnessed large scale burning activities.

An entrance, was pierced in the fallen brick wall. Width of the exposed
portion of entrance was 206 cm. Remains of a brick on edge floor (laid in
lime mortar) were found in eastern side of entrance however it seems,
originally it was provided on either side of entrance. Traces of a mud brick
floor coated with lime plaster were found in front of the entrance. A decorated
miniature pot was found embedded on the floor. Two post holes were also
found on this floor which were oriented in east-west direction, parallel to
the fallen wall, at a distance of 180 cm from the fallen wall. These postholes
were separated from each other by a distance of 154 cm. Diameter of these
post holes was 12 cm each. Traces of burnt wood were found in one of the
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post holes. It seems a structure of perishable material was erected infront of
the brick wall, it was supported by the wooden logs which were fixed in
these post holes. During later phase, super structure was set to fire and half
burnt wooden logs were fell down, traces of which are found in the form of
a charcoal layer. All these facts suggest that the site had faced severe destruction
during the late phase of Rajput period. It is further strengthened by the fact
that several fragments of charred and uncharred bones were found from this
level. Occurrence of terracotta ball /missiles from this level, particularly one
of them was found embedded on fallen brick wall suggest that these terracotta
missiles were used during attack.

In the southeastern part of the fortification wall hordes of terracotta ball
(of the size of small football) were stored in the fortification wall. It seems
that terracotta balls were stored at the top of the fortification wall, to use
them as missiles® (projectiles) against the enemy approaching towards the
fort.’® There are several references in the contemporary literature about the
use of stone throwing machines during the attack.”” During later period, a
thick layer of dump was deposited over the wall, above which a cell like
structure (probably guard cell) was constructed over the dump. It (Guard
cell) was made of burnt bricks laid in mud mortar. Two walls of this cell,
oriented in eastern and southern direction, were partly exposed.

Original / initial construction date of the fortification wall could not be
ascertained due to limited nature of excavations however various archaeological
evidences testify the literary evidences of the existence of a fort during the
Rajput period onwards.

In the north-western side of fortification wall, a layer of ash was present
above the mud brick courses which was continuing throughout the site and
indicate large-scale burning activity at the site. Originally, fortification wall
was made on box pattern where box shaped gaps were left in the wall which
were filled with earth. These arrangements were made for strengthening of
the fortification wall. Traces of lime plaster were also noticed in the side
walls of the box. Two such boxes were noticed. Box I was 3 mtr. long and
1.27 mtr. high while box IT was 155 cm long and 150 c¢m high. Evidence of
providing of a buttress wall to support the fortification wall were also found.
Difference in the masonry of the buttress wall and fortification wall was
clearly visible, as the bricks of buttress wall were laid in thin mortar while
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thick mud mortar was provided in the fortification wall. It seems buttress
wall was provided in later phase as masonry of the buttress wall resembled
with the structural activities found above the thick layer of ash and charcoal
which represent the different constructional phase wherein the fort was
repaired after heavy fire.

P
<

Plate 12 & 13: Section showing evidence of destructions at Thed mound

Analysis from Exploration Data —

After independence several explorations were conducted in the area to
identify antiquarian remains.

Shri Suraj Bhan of the Department of Ancient Indian History and
Culture of the University of Kurukshetra explored the old beds of Saraswati
and Drishadwati rivers, falling in District Ambala, Hisar, Jind, and Karnal
right up to the Rajasthan border.?® In the course of his survey, he discovered
several archaeological sites, ranging from the Pre-Harappan Culture to the
Medieval period however exact provenance of these site is not mentioned
therefore only 6 well known sites could be associated with the Sirsa District.

Period-wise details of these sites are as under-



26 Haryana History Congress - 5" Session

Sr. | Period No. of site
No.

1 Red Ware, Medieval 1

2 Medieval 2

3 Red Ware, Medieval, Early Historical 1

4 Pre-Harappan 1

6 Pre Harappan & Harappan 1

Period-wise distribution of sites

25
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= Red Ware, Medieval w [Medieval

u Red Ware Medieval Early Historical m Pre-Harappan

= Pre Harappan & Harappan

Further explorations by Sh. Suraj Bhan® in the area revealed 8 no.
archaeological sites out of which 7 sites were of PGW period while at one
site remains of Late Siswal Culture and PGW Culture were noticed.
Period-wise details of these sites are as under-

Sr. Period No. of site
No.
1 Late Siswal & PGW 1

2 PGW 7
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Period-wise distribution of sites

8
6
4
2
0 |
Late Siswal & PGW PGW

m Period-wise distribution of ...

The Explorations Branch of the Survey, under Shri B. K. Thapar, assisted
by Shri S. P. Jain and Shri K. N. Dikshit undertook exploration of the
Ghaggar valley in Tahsil Sirsa.”* During exploration 54 archaeological sites

were discovered.

Period-wise distribution of the sites are as under -

Sr. No. Period No. of site
1 Rangmahal 32
2 Rangmahal& Medieval 14
3 Medieval 2
4 Painted Grey Ware, Grey Ware, 6
Rangmahal& Medieval
Period-wise distribution of the sites
35
30
25
20
15
10
5

0

Rangmahal Rangmahal & Medieval

Medieval Painted Grey Ware, Grey
Ware, Rangmahal &
Medieval

m Period-wise distribution of the sites
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The Department of Archacology, Government of Haryana, located
historical remains* at Bagwala, Bahudeen, Chhoti Dhani, Manju Khera,
Mahinder-ki-Shani, Monali, Narela Khera, Putelidaha, Sikandarpur and
Titnakhera.

Sh. Dhoop Singh and Chanderpal Singh of Deptt of Archaeology and
Museum, Haryana, discovered 134 sites in the course of village to village
survey in District Sirsa.*?

Sr. No. Period No. of site
1. Rangmahal 56
2. Medieval 55
3. Harappan, PGW &Rangmahal 1
4. Early Historical 11
5. Rangmahal& Medieval 5
6. Early Historical & Medieval 5
7. Late Harappan &Rangmahal 1

Period-wise distribution of the sites

60

) .
, S B
m Period-wise distribution of the sites

Period-wise distribution of the sites are as under -

A beautiful image of eight-handed Mahishasurmardini*® made of buff
sandstone has been collected by the Department of Archaeology and
Museum, Government of Haryana.

Sh. Dhoop Singh and Chander Pal Singh of the Department of
Archaeology and Museum, Haryana explored* the villages in Tehsils Dabawali
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and Sirsa of District Headquarter Sirsa. All together 145 sites were

Sr. No. Period No. of site
1. Historical 86
2. Medieval 46
3. Historical & Medieval 11
4. Harappan, PGW & Historical 1
5. PGW & Historical 1

Period-wise distribution of the sites

100
80
60
40
20
0 I
Historical Medieval Historical & Harappan, PGW & PGW & Historical
Medieval Historical
m Period-wise distribution of the sites
explored:-

Period-wise distribution of the sites are as under -

St. No. Period No. of site
L. Historical 108
2. Medieval 6
3. Historical & Medieval 17
4. PGW & Historical 1
5 Rangmahal 2
6. Pre Harappan 3
7. Pre Harappan & Medieval 1
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Period-wise distribution of the sites

60

Historical Medieval Historical & PGW & Rangmahal  Pre Harappan Pre Harappan
Medieval Historical & Medieva

m Period-wise distribution of the sites

Recently Anju Bala from Kurukshetra University carried out some
explorations® in District Sirsa which revealed 138 archaeological sites.
Period-wise distribution of the sites are as under -

Discussion - Study of the exploration data revealed several interesting
facts about the development of settlements in District Sirsa during different
periods however it is pertinent to mention here that the said data is not
collected with the aim of study of settlement pattern in the region hence it
lakes several important factual information of the sites. Since, the data is
collected by the different people / agencies over a period of time, with their
own methodology hence uniformity is missing, for example Early Historical,
Rangmahal and Historical period sites are broadly put under the category of
Historical Period by some of the scholars while others associates these sites
with specific sub periods. urther there is possibility that some of the sites are
repeatedly reported by the different explorer during their survey resulting in
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Table 1 Showing number of the site with culturewise percentage

Period Nos of sites Percentage (%)
Historical 194 40
Medieval 111 22.88
Rangmahal 90 18.55
Historical & Medieval 29 5.97
Rangmahal& Medieval 19 3.91
Early Historical 11 2.26
PGW 7 1.44
PGW, Grey Ware, Rangmabhal, 6 1.23
Medieval

Early Historical, Medieval 6 1.23
Pre-Harappan 4 0.82
Pre-Harappan & Harappan 1 0.20
Late Siswal& PGW 1 0.20
Harappan, PGW, Rangmahal 1 0.20
Late Harappan, Rangmahal 1 0.20
Harappan, PGW, Historical 1 0.20
PGW & Historical 2 0.41
Pre Harappan & Medieval 1 0.20

total 485
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the repetition of the data. It is noteworthy to mention here that none of the

survey claims that whole area of the District Sirsa have been covered.

Table 1 showing no. of sites and percentage during the different period

Total no. of explored site in Distt. Sirsa - 471
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From the analysis of the data following inferences can be drawn-

1. Protohistoric sites are very few in the region. There were only 6 sites
where Pre-Harappan deposits were found out of which only one site
could be developed into mature Harappan phase while another one Pre-
Harappan site witnessed a long hiatus and came to be reoccupied only
during the medieval period.

2. Mature Harappan deposit was present at two sites however none of
them could flourish in subsequent Late Harappan phase. Later on, PGW
& Rangmahal culture developed at one of these site while PGW &
Historical deposit found at another one.

3. Late Harappan deposit followed by Rangmahal culture at one site and
Late Siswal culture succeeded by PGW was found at another.

4. PGW deposit was found at eighteen sites out of which 7 sites were uni-
cultural and failed to flourish during subsequent period. At one site
PGW was preceded by the Late Siswal Culture. Ten of these sites witnessed
hiatus and could be developed during the Historical period out of which
6 sites continued into the Medieval period.

5. Historical period (including Early Historical, Rangmahal & Historical)
flourished at maximum no. of sites i.e. 360 sites, out of which 295 sites
were uni-cultural and prospered only in this period while 60 sites
continued into the subsequent Medieval period.

6. All together 172 sites were found where medieval remains were present.

Conclusion

In the light of above facts, it is evident that the region was most prosperous
during the Historical period while in the subsequent period, it faced severe
invasions which is also evident from the contemporary literary sources. It
seems that due to these invasions a number of historical sites vanished and
out of 359 Historical sites only 61 sites could survive during subsequent
Medieval period besides 98 new settlements also came into existence during
the medieval period. This phenomenon can be attributed to displacement
and diffusion theory which came about as result of frequent invasion and
incursions that the region witnessed.
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From the above facts, it is evident that the settlements in and around
Sirsa flourished in different periods of history but could not sustain themselves
in the subsequent period.

Since literary evidences for the period prior to the Rajput era is scarce
one has to depend on the archaeological sources.

The nature of exploratory data is very broad ( in time and space) while
the proverb “Kabhi Sirsa Kabhi Nirsa” has comparatively limited spread
(limited to the Sirsa town only).

However significance of the exploratory data cannot be undermined, as
atown (in this case Sirsa) cannot survive in isolation without getting effected
by its nearby settlements. Fortune of a town, also connected with its suburbs
/ hinterland settlements.

Excavation data from the Thed Mound Sirsa (which is located in the
heart of the town) is crucial for this study. However due to limited nature of
excavations, the data is available from the Gupta period onwards which
validates the saying “Kabhi Sirsa Kabhi Nirsa”. Future excavations may throw
more light on the significance of the proverb for the earlier periods in the

region.
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A Brief Report on Archaeological
Explorations in Sonipat Tehsil

*Parveen Kumar

This paper brings an initial report of village-to-village survey of Sonipat
Tehsil of Sonipat District, Haryana. One hundred and Eighteen archaeological
sites were documented during the exploration in July and August 2018 and
Revisited in February 2019. Out of them Seventy-eight new archaeological
sites were documented in this survey. These archaeological sites belong to
Early Harappan, Mature Harapan, Late Harapan, Historical and Medieval
periods. In the Pottery noticed such as jars, vases, bowls, basins and handled
pots/basins. In the miscellaneous Sling Ball, Terracotta Balls, Bangles, Wheels,
Dabber, Terracotta beads and Semiprecious beads are found during the
explorations.

Introduction

The study area lies in the south-eastern part of Haryana. The area is rich in
archaeological remains and the fact it has been proved by the explorations
conducted by various scholars. The credit for initiating archacological field
work goes to various researcher. Dr. Silak Ram carried out explorations for
their Ph.D. work in Rohtak and Hisar District of Haryana and reported
some sites, some sculptures and many more.! After that in 1975 Dr. Suraj
Bhan,? Dr. Dutt,’ Mr. Surender Singh,* and Dr. R.C. Thakran Carried out
explorations in South-Eastern Haryana and reported some new Archacological
sites.” With this archaeological background present researcher commence the

* Assistant Professor, Department of History & Archaeology, Ch. Devi Lal University, Sirsa.
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village-to-village survey in Sonipat Tehsil, District Sonipat, Haryana (Table

1).
Methodology
1) The present researcher conducted a comprehensive survey from village-

to-village in the study area.

2) A GPS Device (Garmin, GPSmap 60CSx) was used to record correct

3)

4)

co-ordinates of the sites.

Pottery and other residues were sampled from the surface and exposed
to suitable sections.

Based on detailed analysis of environmental conditions and ancient
settlements, various categories such as regional centers, villages, industrial
centers and camp sites have been identified. The main focus is on
identifying sites and observing patterns of distribution of cultural remains
in the area. The dating of the sites was determined based on the occurrence
of clinical ceramic forms of ancient cultures. The size of the sites was
estimated based on the area in which the cultural reserves were found.
Cultural material discovered from the survey and housed in different
museums was analyzed and studied to address the problems.

The available published literature and survey reports including unpublished
Thesis/dissertations were examined and their data was also included in
this study. Following table 1 is the list of sites explored by researchers:

Table : 1 Showing explored sites along with geo-references,
previous work and cultural sequence

Sr.

Z
°

Area
(Ek)

Previous

Work

Site Name Latitude Longitude Culture Sequence

Aterna

28°53.55.0"

77°08'58.0"

5

New

His, Med.

Aurangabad

28°56.16.0"

77°08'21.0"

His, Med.

Badhkhalsa

28°54.48.6"

77°06'37.6"

His, Med.

Bahera-1

28°53°09.0"

77°10'40.0"

His.

Bahera-2

28°52°38.0"

77°11'26.0"

His, Med.

Al B B

Baiyanpur

28°57°55.0"

77°00'32.0"

Med.

Bakhtawarpur

28°59.45.1"

77°00'41.9"

His, Med.

N

Barota

28°54°42.0"

77°04'06.0"

= || B[

Silak Ram,
R.C.Thakran

PGW(GW), His (RW,
NBPW).

Barwashni-1

28°59°57.0"

76°57'21.0"

L

New

His, Med.

10.

Barwashni-2

29°00°21.9"

76°57'43.2"

[*)

R.C.Thakran

RW, Kusana, E.Med.

11.

Basaudi

29°00.11.0"

77°08'53.0"

New

His.
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Sr. Site Name Latitude Longitude | Area Previous Culture Sequence
No. (Ek) Work
12. Bhagru 28°59’50.2" 76°56'50.3" | 7 Silak Ram, EH, LH, His.
Suraj Bhan,
R.C.Thakran
13. Bhatana 29°03’54.0" | 76°56'22.0" |7 New His.
Jaffrabad
14, Bhathgaon-1 29°00°05.1" 76°53'28.6" | 7 R.C.Thakran His (RW), E. Med.
15. Bhathgaon-2 28°58’53.8" 76°53'42.0" | 2 New His.
16. Bhathgaon-3 28°59°36.0" 76°54'24.3" | 7 R.C.Thakran LH, OCP, His.
17. Bindroli-1 28°55’25.0" 77°01'40.0" | 3 New His.
18. Bindroli-2 28°55°07.0" 77°00'29.0" | 2 Silak Ram His, Med.
19. Bohla 29°05°03.0" | 76°51'20.0" 8 R.C.Thakran LH, PGW, His.
20. Chatiya Olia 29°03’55.0" 76°58'53.0" | 8 Dutt, GW, His (RW).
Silak Ram,
R.C.Thakran
21. Chhatehra-1 28°54’32.0" 77°02'26.0" | 4 New His.
22. Chhatehra-2 28°54’10.0" | 77°02'11.0" 6 R.C.Thakran His (RW), E. Med.
23. Chitana-1 29°03°03.0" 76°56'07.0" | 4 New His, Med.
24, Chitana-2 29°02’35.0" | 76°56'09.0" 4 New His, Med.
25. Dahisara 28°51.47.0" 77°11'12.0" | 12 New His.
26. Dhaturi 29°04.37.0" 77°04'27.0" | 2 Silak Ram, PGW, GW, His (RW).
R.C.Thakran
27. | Dipalpur 28°59.17.0" | 77°07'10.0" |3 | New Med.
28. Dodua 29°05'45.4" | 76°49'56.6" 4 R.C.Thakran LH, GW, His.
29. Dubheta 29°07°44.5" | 76°52'04.0" | 4 New His.
30. Firojpur 28°55.35.8" | 77°06'25.3" | 6 New His.
Khadar
31. Garh 28°59.30.0" 77°10'13.0" |7 New His.
Mirakpur
32. Garhi Bala 28°54°43.0" 76°59'43.0" | 7 R.C.Thakran LH, His (RW), E. Med.
33. Garhi Hakikat | 29°01°07.0" 76°53'51.0" | 4 New His, Med.
34. Garhi Manajat | 28°53°39.0" 77°03'23.0" | 2 New His.
35. Halalpur 28°51’33.0" | 76°59'58.0" | 3 Silak Ram, EH, LH, His, Med.
R.C.Thakran
36. Hansapur 28°54.16.0" | 77°09'58.0" | 6 New LH, His.
37. Hasamabad 28°5829.0" 77°04'42.0" | 4 New Med.
38. Harsana 28°56’43.3" 76°59'59.9" | 3 R.C.Thakran His(RW, Kusana).
Kalan-1
39. Harsana 28°57°06.0" 76°59'53.5" | 4 R.C.Thakran RW, Kusana, E.Med.
Kalan-2
40. Harsana 28°56’31.9" 77°00'45.3" | 2 R.C.Thakran LH, PGW.
Kalan-3
41. Harsana 28°56’42.8" | 77°00'33.1" 2 R.C.Thakran RW, Med.
Kalan-4
42, Holaheri 29°01°41.0" 76°55'58.0" | 4 New LMH, LH.
43, Jajjal 28°58.30.0" 77°09'45.0" | 6 New His.
44, Jamalpur 28°58’45.0" 76°59'21.5" 2 New His.
45. Janti Kalan 28°51.49.0" 77°09'55.0" | 3 New Med.
46. Jetheri 28°55’33.0" | 77°05'07.0" |3 New Med.
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Sr. Site Name Latitude Longitude | Area Previous Culture Sequence
No. (Ek) Work

47. Jatwara 29°00°26.0" | 76°59'00.0" | 4 New His, Med.
48. Javahri-1 29°01°48.6" | 77°00'41.6" | 4 R.C.Thakran PGW, His.
49. Javahri-2 29°01°17.4" 77°00'44.7" | 6 R.C.Thakran His (RW), E. Med.
50. Jhinjholi 28°50°47.5" | 77°0025.1" |7 R.C.Thakran LH, His (RW), Med.
51. Jhundpur 28°56.52.0" 77°11'14.0" | 3 New His, Med.
52. Joshi Jaat 28°57.54.0" | 77°04'27.4" 4 R.C.Thakran RW, E.Med.
53. Juan-1 29°03'22.0" 76°53'41.0" | 6 New LH, His.
54. Juan-2 29°04°06.0" | 76°53'41.0" 10 New His, Med.
55. Kakroi-1 28°57°38.3" | 76°57'30.7" 3 R.C.Thakran His (RW, Kusana), E.
Med.
56. Kakroi-2 28°57°28.7" 76°58'12.3" | 2 New His.
57. Kami-1 29°0325.8" 77°01'31.6" | 4 New His.
58. Kami-2 29°04°22.2" 77°02'15.8" | 3 R.C.Thakran RW, E.Med.
59. Khatkar 28°52.25.0" 77°10'19.0" | 6 New His.
60. Khewra-1 28°57.53.0" 77°07'24.0" | 3 New His, Med.
61. Khewra-2 28°57°48.0" 77°07'40.0" | 4 New His, Med.
62. Kilorad 29°01°38.0" 76°58'30.0" | 15 New His (RW, Gupta).
63. Kisora 28°59.28.0" 77°05'30.0" | 3 New His.
64. Krewari 29°02°52.0" 76°54'40.0" | 2 New His, Med.
65. Kumaspur 29°00.12.0" 77°05'51.0" |7 Silak Ram, GW, BSW, His (RW,
R.C.Thakran NBPW).
66. Kurar-1 29°03°07.0" 77°02'28.2" | 7 R.C.Thakran His, E. Med.
67. Kurar-2 29°02’30.0" 77°01'49.9" | 4 New His, Med.
68. Ladpur 28°54'55.0" | 77°02'13.0" | 5 New Med.
69. Lehrara-1 28°58’54.0" 77°00'58.0" | 4 New Med.
70. Lehrara-2 28°58'25.6" | 76°59'51.1" | 4 S.Singh, LH.
R.C.Thakran
71. Lehrara-3 28°58’19.2" | 76°59'50.8" 3 R.C.Thakran GW, RW, E.Med.
72. Liwaspur-1 28°57°37.0" 77°05'04.0" 4 New Med.
73. Liwaspur-2 28°57°44.0" | 77°04'56.0" | 3 New His.
74. Luhari Tibba | 29°00°’33.7" | 76°52'55.7" | 2 New His.
75. Machhrolla 29°02.13.0" | 77°07'49.0" 2 New His, Med.
76. Mahipur 28°59°03.4" 76°50'24.5" | 5 New His (Kusana).
77. Mahra 29°04°'11.0" 76°56'06.0" 6 New His.
78. Malha Mazra | 28°53’46.0" 77°02'23.0" 4 New His.
79. Mehlana 28°58’25.5" 76°57'07.9" 15 New His.
80. Mohana-1 29°01°16.0" 76°50'43.0" 2 New His.
81. Mohana-2 29°01°56.0" 76°52'19.0" 4 New His, Med.
82. Mohana-3 29°02°17.0" 76°51'02.0" |5 R.C.Thakran His (RW), E. Med.
83. Moi 29°07°13.7" 76°53'16.6" 6 R.C.Thakran His (RW), Med.
84. Mukimpur 29°00.10.4" | 77°07'38.8" | 3 New His, Med.
85. Mursidpur 28°59.20.1" 77°07'02.9" 5 New His, Med.
86. Murthal-1 29°04°01.0" 77°04'59.0" 3 New His, Med.
87. Murthal-2 29°02°18.0" 77°05'56.0" 3 R.C.Thakran His (RW, Kusana),
E.Med.
88. Nahra-1 28°52°34.0" 77°00'57.0" 4 New His.
89. Nahra-2 28°52’35.0" 77°00'17.0" 3 New His.
90. Nabhri-1 28°51°18.7" 77°02'18.3" 10 R.C.Thakran LH, His (RW, Kusana),

Med.
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Sr. Site Name Latitude Longitude | Area Previous Culture Sequence
No. (Ek) Work
91. Nahri-2 28°50’52.7" 77°02'43.0" 5 R.C.Thakran RW, Kusana, E.Med.
92. Naina 29°03’58.0" 76°52'25.0" 10 New LH, His, Med.
Tatarpur
93. Nangal 29°00.53.0" | 77°04'38.0" 3 R.C.Thakran GW, His (RW).
Khurd-1
94. Nangal 29°01°29.0" 77°04'42.0" 3 New His, Med.
Khurd-2
95. Nasirpur 28°55’54.0" 77°01'15.0" 4 New His, Med.
96. Palra 28°59.30.0" | 77°09'19.0" 7 New His.
97. Pinana 29°03°45.0" 76°49'23.0" | 4 New His, Med.
98. Pitampura 28°54.24.0" 77°05'31.0" | 3 New His.
99. Pubsara 28°55.23.0" 77°10'24.0" 3 New His.
100 Rasoi 28°54.04.0" | 77°06'38.0" 2 New Med.
101 Rathdhana 28°56’59.0" 77°04'00.0" | 6 New His.
102 | Reoli 29°00.44.0" | 77°03'36.0" 3 Silak Ram, GW,
R.C.Thakran NBPW).
103 Rohat 28°55’57.0" 76°58'16.0" | 2 New Med.
104 Rolad 29°06’'11.0" 76°51'48.0" 4 R.C.Thakran His (RW), Med.
105 Saboli 28°53’32.0" 77°05'36.0" 3 New Med.
106 | Salimsar mazra | 28°59’53.6" 76°52'12.5" 4 New Med.
107 Seoli 28°55.56.0" 77°07'49.0" 6 Silak Ram, His (RW) E.Med.
R.C.Thakran
108 Sersa 28°52.17.0" 77°09'17.0" 3 New His, Med.
109 Shahzadpur 29°02’30.0" 76°58'51.0" | 3 R.C.Thakran His (RW), E. Med.
110 Shandal kalan | 29°03°43.0" 76°59'20.0" 3 Silak Ram, His (RW), E. Med.
R.C.Thakran
111 Shandal 29°03’18.0" 76°58'56.0" | 15 S.R.Phogat, GW, His (RW).
Khurd R.C.Thakran
112 Sultanpur 28°58°24.0" 77°02'20.0" | 3 New His, Med.
113 | Tajpur 29°04.09.0" 77°06'44.0" | 6 R.C.Thakran His (RW) E.Med.
114 Tharha 29°03°01.1" | 77°00'26.7" 6 New His.
115 | Tharu 29°02°01.1" 76°59'17.0" | 3 New His.
116 | Tihara Kalan- | 28°58°32.8" 76°55'15.8" 10 New LH, His (Kusana).
1
117 | Tihara kalan-2 | 28°59’14.7" | 76°55'25.6" 5 New His.
118 Uldaypur 29°01°39.0" 76°59'21.0" 4 New Med.

Note: EH= Early Harappan, MH=Mature Harappan, LH=Late Harappan, PGW=Painted Grey
Ware, GW=Grey Ware, Hist=Historical, Med=Medieval, RW = Red ware, E.Med. = Easy Medieval

Table 2 : Showing number of sites of different periods

S.no Period No of Sites
1 Early Harappan 02
2 Mature Harappan 01
3 Late Harappan 15
4 PGW 12
5 Historical 95
6 Medieval 65
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The study area is very rich in archaeological forums. The antiquity of
this area can be traced back to proto-historic times. Archaeological
explorations have reviled that the earliest settlers in the regions belong to
Early Harappan culture.

Early Harappan period

Archaeological explorations have reviled that the first settlers in the area of
study belong to Early Harappan culture (Sothi-Siswal culture). It is the initial
period of the urban phase. Only two sites i.e., Halalpur & Baghru of this
period have been explored in the area under present study (Table 1& 2).
Both sites have been reported already by R.C. Thakran” and Silak Ram.?
The ceramic groups have related with the Sothi-Siswal pottery. The main
shapes in this assemblage are jars, vases, bowls, basins and handled pots/
basins. There are differences in size but the formal features are more or less
the similar. and in the entire ceramic assemblage of Sothi-Siswal bi-chrome
sherds are only one or two pieces.

Sothi-Siswal pottery was usually thrown on slow wheel; the rim and
neck portion are finished by smoothening with rotation whereas the body
portion is finished without rotation as striations and finger impressions of
smoothening and scraping are seen on the surface irregular. Usually, the pottery
wall usually has a different thickness. The ring base loop-handled pots are
very popular.’

Mature Harappan period

The next phase in the history of the region was marked by the emergence
of the Mature Harappan. Only one site (Holaheri) has yielded remains of
Mature Harappan period (Table 1&2). The site has been reported first
time by me. Only a few classical Harappan shards were recovered from the
surface. In this culture usually sherds alike to Ganeshwar-Jodhpura pottery
finds but on the single site Holaheri the researcher couldn’t found classical
Harappans shapes on the surface of the sites such as perforated jar, long
stem dish-on-stand, beakers, painted jars, nail headed bowls and basins. As
per earlier explorations report by some researcher we can conclude that as
we move south of the study area quantity of classical Harappan pottery
reduces.
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Late Harappan Period

The next cultural phase in the proto-history of this region is distinguished
by the Late Harappan culture or degenerate phase of Mature Harappans.
fifteen sites yielded the remains of this phase (Table 1&2). The classical
Harappan shapeslike goblets, perforated jars and classical Harappan paintings
fell out of use but some shapes such as beakers, nail headed bowls, dish-on-
stands with long stems etc. continue with modifications. The common
pottery types are dish-on-stands with ribbed junctions, dish-on-stands with
broad and short stands, vases with projected undercut rims, jars with wide
and narrow mouths, globular vases with flanged rims, beakers without-turned
rims and flasks treated with fine red slip. Out of total 15 Late Harappan
sites, five were occupied for the first time by reseacher, one site of the Mature
Harappan period was preferred by the late Harappan peoples in absence of
excavation it is difficult to say that weather there is a cultural break between
the Harappans and Late Harappans.

Painted Grey Ware Period

During the proto historic period, the last phase is characterized by the advent
of the PGW people. The explorations yielded 12 PGW sites (Table 18¢2).
The excavation at Sinauli,'” Bhagwanpura and Madina'' threw light on the
relationship between the late Harrapan and PGW people in the region. Because
notasingle PGW site has been excavated in the Sonipat district.

Historical and Medieval period

In the fifth phase, the region enters the historical phase, and the period can
be allocated between 600 BCE. to 1200 CE Total Ninety-five sites of this
period were explored (Table 1&2). The number of sites indicated that the
after 600 BCE the area under present study was thickly populated as compare
to proto-historic period. Common shapes of historical pottery were
represented by bowls with incurved rim, carinated cooking handis, vases,
spouted vases, basins, lid, incense burner. Pottery of later Kushana and Gupta
period is less painted as compare to the pottery of Rangmahal, Naurangabad'?
and Kokhrakakot" were the regional centers during the historical period.
Both areas are located very near to the study area.
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In the next phase total Sixty-five sites of medieval period were explored
during the survey (Table 1&2). Main shapes include sharp edged bowls,
vases, pots etc. a few sherds of glazed ware were also collected during the
explorations.

The researchers conducted extensive village-to-village survey in the region
and recorded sites with the help of GPS, besides size of settlements and
other vital information. This has helped us to correct the earlier recording of
sites and their size.

During the survey it was noticed that most of the archaeological sites are
either converted into the agriculture fields or the deposits are removed for
development purposes. The situation is very grim because in a few years it
will be very difficult for the archaeologists to support any site for excavation.
Even today it is very hard to support an intact mound. Recently some scholars
surveyed various parts of Haryana addressing this problem. Hence the present
study has its own importance as the sites are now recorded for posterity
which may not exist in future. Future researchers shall have data on which
they can easily bank upon.
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Recent Archaeological Explorations in and around

Chang Village, District Bhiwani, Haryana

*Dr. Sajjan Kumar, **Dr. Vijay Kumar, ***Nitu Kumari

The major and important aims and objectives are to understanding the
Harappan settlement in and around the village Chang. And it was necessary
to focus on tracing the cultural sequences as well as settlement pattern of the
sites based on archeological evidences. The authors are focusing on inter
relationship between each other and discussed with excavated Harappan sites
in this region.

Location and about village Chang

The Chang village is situated about 15 km to north-east of the district
headquarter of city Bhiwani and 12 km to south-west of Tehsil Meham on
state highway (16A) Bhiwani-Meham road (Map 1). It belongs to Hisar
Division. The total geographical area of village is approximately 3000
hectares.! As per 2019 status, Chang village comes under Bawani Khera
assembly & Hisar parliamentary constituency.” Positioned in rural area of
Bhiwani district of Haryana. Agriculture and animal husbandry are the main
professions of residents of Chang, It was subdivided in two Gram Panchayats
e.i. Dhani Chang (Chhoti Chang) and Chang,

The famous and important excavated Harappan site Mitathal is situated
about 6 km to west direction of the village Chang. In and around village
Chang there are three Harappan sites namely Chang-1, Chang-2, and Chang-
3. (Map 1). Earlier scholars have been divided these sites in four Harappan

*  Asst. Prof., Dept. of History, University of Delhi.
** Asst. Prof., SPM College, DU, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi.
#*  Researcher, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi.
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sites,” but in recent explorations we found there are three sites not four.
Earlier scholars have recognized there are two separates’ sites Chang-1 and
Chang-2 situated on Chang-Mitathal and Chang-Badesara roads. Both sites
are parts of each other not separate sites because there is no gap between these
sites. The all three sites are Harappan in nature from Early to Late phase and
vicinity of the alluvial plain.
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Map 1: Showing the Harappan sites in village Chang
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Earlier Research Work

The earliest archaeological explorations were conducted in this area by Suraj
Bhan' when he was excavating the famous Harappan site Mitathal in the
year 1967-68. Later on, the area was explored by Silalak Ram.5 After 20
years of Silak Ram, in 1992 and 2010 a young scholar Mr. Suresh Siwach
during his M. Phil* and Ph.D.” courses was explored the area. Mr. Surender®

during his M. Phil course and Mr. Narender Parmar® were explored the district
Bhiwani for his M. Phil and Ph. D research works. The above explorers have
been given the archacological sites information of Chang village. But they
did not explain the detail analysis about the sites. Here we have to try to give
more information about the sites such as location, total area, cultural
sequence, present condition, inter relationship between each other and
comparison with excavated Harappan sites in this region etc.

Aims and Objectives

The authors have visited to the all three sites in many times, because the
Chang is the native village of Dr. Vijay Kumar (who is also one author of
this paper). Therefore, it is a natural question to know the history of the
village. This is one thing, but the major and important another aims and
objectives are to understanding the Harappan settlements in the area. And it
was necessary to focus on tracing the cultural sequences of these sites based
on archeological materials. Looking at the way agricultural activities are going
on here present, it seems that no archaeological remains of any kind will be
found in the coming time. Therefore, it has become necessary that these
Harappan sites are properly documented and described.

Location of the sites and Cultural Sequence

Chang-1:(28°53'14.00" N, 76°13'19.18" E)

The site Chang-1 is situated about 1.7 km west of the village, on the Chang-
Mitathal and Chang-Badesara link roads. It falls in the fields of Naseeb,
Rajesh, Rajender, Dharma, Jale Singh, Surajbhan, Gautam, Silu, Bablu,
Maman, and Jaiveer Namberdar. [t measures approximately 25 hectares and
about 4 metre in height but presently levelled the site for agricultural activities.
Few parts are intact of the site. It contains the ceramic assemblage of the
Early Harappan and Mature Harappan without any confusion but Late
Harappan phase is very doubtful on the site. Earlier researchers Mr. Suresh
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and Narender" mention their work here these are the two separate sites, one
is situated on the Mitathal-Chang link road and another situated on Badesara-
Chang roads. An intensive and extensive survey carried out by authors at the
site Chang-1, and found there is one site, not separate two sites. The fragments
of terracotta and faience bangle were collected from the site.

Chang-2 (28°51'44.56" N, 76°15'40.25" E)

Another archaeological site is located about 2.5 kms south-east of the village,
on the Chang-Rewari village link road (Plate 1). The whole site has been
levelled to the ground and it used for cultivation. The owner of the fields are
Shri Ram s/o Sh. Amar Datta, Ishwar s/o Sh. Amar Datta and Bagwanti
w/o Sh. Laxman Das. The potteries are scattered in area of 5-6 acre. The
ceramic assemblage of the Early Harappan, Mature Harappan and Late
Harappan cultures were found during explorations. Some fragments of
terracotta and faience bangle were recovered from the site.

Plate 1: General view of site Chang- 2

Chang-3 (28°51'48.35" N, 76°12'50.21" E)

The Harappan site Chang- 3 is located about 2.5 kms south-west of the
village. A kachcha way about 1.5 km right side from the Chang to Bhiwani
road leads to the site (Plate 2). The surrounding area of the site is called
Kheriyan wala Kpet. 1t falls in the fields of Bijender, Kanwar Pal, Jai Singh,
Madan, Ramchander and Dhoop singh. It measures approximately 12
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hectares. The whole site has been levelled to the ground and it used for
cultivation but few intact parts are visible on the site. The ceramic assemblages
of the Early to Late Harappan cultures were collected during the explorations.
The fragments of terracotta and faience bangle, terracotta wheel, one fragment
of copper bangle and one unidentified copper piece are recovered from here.

Plate 2: General view of site Chang- 3

Pottery

Pot-sherds have been collected from surface to all sites ranging from Early
Harappan, Mature Harappan and Late Harappan. Perforated typical Harappan
pottery recovered from the sites (Plate 3 & 4).

Early Harappan Pottery: - A large number of pot- sherds are found of the
culture from all sites.

Mature Harappan Pottery:- Pottery of this period are represented by black
on red ware. The main shapes are storage jars, dish on stand, dish on bowls,
vases, bowls, medium and miniature pots etc. The sherds are well fired and
well levigated.

Late Harappan Pottery: - few sherds are found of the late phase of Harappan
i.e., dull small globular pots, bedded rim pots, medium and small pots etc.
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Plate 3: Black on red ware and incision ware

Plate 4: Various shapes and perforated pottery

Stone objects

Few stone objects have been found on surface belonging to Mature Harappan
phase. Two unidentified objects and one small ball are collected from the
sites (Plate 5). These objects are mainly of quartzite mix with sandstone.
Most probably it seems that the source of stone material for Harappans of
this area was used at Tosham or Kaliyana hills stone.
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Plate 5: Stone objects

Faience bangles and bead

Faience was an important semi-precious material used by the Harappans as
well as at Chang's Harappan people also. The faience bangle's fragments
have been collected from all sites of village Chang and one beautiful faience
segmented bead found from Chang-1 (Plate 6).

Plate 6: Faience bangle's fragments and bead

Stratigraphy of the sites

Stratigraphy is the study of stratification of the cultural deposit layer by layer
of the site. At site Chang-1, the owners of the fields have been levelled the
cultural deposit for agricultural purposes. But few remaining parts of the site
are visible in section. Around 10-12 feet section can see on the site Chang-
1 (Plate 7). The section is showing two phases of the Harappans, Early and
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Mature Harappan, along mud bricks wall with 13-14 courses is clearly visible
in the section. A good amount of pot-sherds of Early and Mature phase of
Harappan are present in the section. An intensive and extensive survey of the
site Chang-3 revealed existence of several mud bricks walls and platforms are
noticed at the site.

Plate 7: Stratigraphy at site Chang-1
Terracotta bangle fragments and cakes

Terracotta bangle: - Terracotta bangles were the jewelry of the Harappan,
from many sites have reported the terracotta bangle. Here from the Chang's
sites few terracotta bangle fragments are collected. Some bangle fragments
are decorated with colours and incision work, thin, thick and segmented
bangles fragments collected from the sites (Plate 8).

Plate 8: Fragments of Terracotta bangle

Terracotta cake: - The terracotta cakes (triangular, circular and flat shapes)
and mushtikas have been found from almost all Harappan site (Plate 9). At
village Chang sites, a large amount of different type of shapes such as triangular,
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circular (idly shape) and flat shapes have been collected and seen in section
on site Chang-1 and Chang-3, and few mushtika's fragments have also been
collected from the sites. They are not well fired and well levigated. There are
many views to identify the objects. These objects appear to have been used
in many different ways depending on their shape and size. The flat triangular
and circular shaped cakes may have been heated and used for baking small
triangular or circular shaped flat bread. The round and irregular shaped nodules
have been found in cooking hearths and at the mouth of pottery kilns where
they served as heat baffles." Mushtikas and its common associate, the triangular

terracotta cakes have been believed to be part of ‘fire altars’.”?

Plate 9: Terracotta cakes

Two Excavated Harappan Sites in the region

Two major excavations have been carried out in the region, the famous
Harappan site Mitathal® is situated about 6 kms to west direction of the

village Chang and second one Maneharu' is situated about 30 kms to south
direction of the village Chang.

About Mitathal: - The Mitathal excavation provided a proper Harappan
cultural sequence in the region. The site occupies an area of about 25 acres
consisting of two mounds. Excavations at Mitathal brought to light three
cultural sequences such as Period-I (Late Siswal culture), Period-IIA (Harappan
culture) and Period-IIB (Late Harappan culture). At Mitathal, the Early
Harappan culture continues up to Mature Harappan period without any
stratigraphic break.
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From the Period-1 ceramic assemblages are similar to the late Siswal
tradition and broadly divided into red, buff and grey types. Besides the wheel
made pottery, a few crude handmade shreds are also found in the period.
The main shapes include perforated jar, dish, beaker and vase with pointed
base. A limited number of painted designs are found, generally horizontal
band located at rim, neck and shoulder portions. In addition, some shreds
are found with incised decoration. Only single fragment of copper bangle,
six fragments of terracotta bangles, one terracotta bead and few terracotta
cakes are recovered from this period.

The classical phase of the Harappan Civilization (Mature Harappan)
was indicated at the site by the presence of well-planned mud-brick structures,
beads of carnelian, faience, steatite and terracotta, toy-cart wheels, wheeled
toys, sling balls, discs with tapering ends, marbles and triangular cakes of
terracotta as well as stone objects such as balls, hammer stones, saddle querns
and mullers, and cubical stone weights.

At Mitathal-I1 B period is belong to the Late Harappan, and noticed
from this phase- mud wall, A number of circular and cylindrical shape pits
with chaff mixed clay, beaker, perforated jar and dish with nail headed rim.
A good number of antiquities were recovered from the period including
stone, semiprecious stone, paste, shell, metal and terracotta objects. The
important findings are beads of agate, carnelian, faience, steatite, bone,
terracotta and bangle of faience, terracotta, shall, copper.

About Manehru: - The cultural deposition of the site Manehru was around
2 metres and divided into two Harappan periods such as Early Harappan
and Mature Harappan.” From Early phase noticed such as mud brick
structures, dish-on-stand, dish, bowls, basins, vases, miniature pots are the
major types of ceramics and a unique micro steatite bead hoard has been
exposed from the early Harappan level. Mature Harappan period was the
last phase of the site. Mud brick structures, dish-on-stand with nail headed
rim, beakers, perforated jars become popular with the previous ceramic
assemblages are collected. The biconical barrel-shaped long carnelian bead,
wheel shaped, steatite beads, parallel sided long chert blade, barrel shaped
and bi-conical faience beads, terracotta triangular cakes and terracotta cart
wheels are the main findings of this period.
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Discussion and Conclusions

The archaeological investigations in and around the village Chang have thrown
light on the wealth of information related to Harappan settlements. The
investigation of three Harappan settlements in the village clearly showing
that it was favourable conditions for the Harappans for habitation in the
region. This region witnessed the emergence of settled life from the Early
Harappan period. Bhan suggests that the carliest settlement were settled from
the period (Sothi-Siswal) continue to Late Harappan. Mitathal was a biggest
Harappan settlement witnessed of Harappan settlement in that region. It is
representative of all Harappan levels from early to late. And another
important excavated Harappan site Manheru was occupied by the Harappans
from early to mature phases. Both excavations are clearly showing that the
Harappan people were totally depended on the mud brick structures for
living purpose. They have used well fired ceramic assemblages, various types
of ornaments, agricultural system, standard technology, trade and
communication for long distance.
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Some New Copper Hoards from Northern India
: An Archaeological Study

*Dr. Jagdish Parshad

The discovery of copper hoards has a turning point in bringing about an
innovative change in the living pattern of human beings. The earliest features
of urban life in the Indian subcontinent are indebted to the Harappan legacy,
who were skilled in making implements of copper and its alloys. Apart from
Harappans, some other cultures have also flourished in Indian Subcontinent!
such as Chalcolithic Culture and Copper Hoards Culture. The Copper
Hoards Culture theory is still an unresolved issue and a matter of debate
among archaeologists and historians. The distinct and unique tool typology
of Copper Hoards from northern India especially - Rajasthan, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, and Punjab is noteworthy in comparison to its counterpart in
Gangetic Valley. Anthropomorphs, khurpis, harpoons, axes, celts, bangles,
rings, etc. are the main characteristics of copper hoards found in the majority
ofthis region.

The research paper have explored the some new copper hoards from
Northern India within that context an attempt to highlight the contribution
in archaeological perspective.

In September 2019, Acharya Virjanand Devkarani came into my office
at Kurukshetra and shown me some photographs of the copper hoards
objects and said that ‘I have collected these photographs from different
part of Northern India’. I wanted to publish a book on these materials but
could not yet. Firstly, the photographs were given to Dr. D.V. Sharma,
former Regional Director, Archacological Survey of India, but he didn’t
prepare any kind of research on these artifacts. In a depressed mood, he
said to me, prepare a research paper on this material as soon as earliest.” It

* Assistant Director, Haryana Academy of History and Culture, Kurukshetra.
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was a very difficult task for me because I had never worked on copper
hoards, earlier. However, I have accepted the challenge and started study
the earlier work conducted on copper hoards in India. I have consulted
my colleagues and seniors those who have worked on the concern subject.

The cultures in which copper tools, as well as stone tools, are practiced
are often called copper-stone cultures. In the Indian subcontinent, copper-
stones cultures are also known as village cultures. As a result of the explorations
and excavations in the field of Indian archeology in the last three-four decades,
many copper-stone cultures have received information about it. The Copper
Hoard and OCP Cultures were urban cultures found around the second
millennium BCE, and these cultures reveal a great deal about their ways of
living. In India, especially Northern Indian archaeology copper hoards have
avery important role play. The first time, in 1822 copper hoards were found
at Bithur in Kanpur District (U.P).% It was B.B. Lal who for the first time
suggested the possible association of Ochre Coloured Ware and the Copper
Hoards. Although not universally accepted, these metallic remains are now,
accepted by an ever - increasing number of scholars who are in agreement
that they form a complete assemblage along with the Ochre Coloured
Pottery.

The discovery of these hoards, with over four hundred copper hoards
housed in the Gurukul Museum, Jhajjar, were collected by Swami Omanand
Sarswati and Virjanand Devkarani such as harpoons, anthropomorphs, bars,
chisels, flat axes, celts, rings, strips, and swords etc. Analyses prove that these
implements are made of copper, not bronze. Recent discoveries in this region
are shedding light on the people who made these objects and spreading their
culture.

Some recent findings of copper hoards and copper objects in the past
few decades in Northern India have brought a remarkable change in the
conventional opinion of archacologists and historians. Descriptions of the
Copper Hoards in the early archaeological literature reflect a preoccupation
with the origins of ancient people rather than with their culture and economy.
Moreover, such simplistic explanations of function and affiliation of artifacts
are based ultimately on accidentally preserved stray finds, an insubstantial
base to support the weighty historical conclusions the objects have inspired.

In the purview of the ancient copper metallurgical sites of this region
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lies in its vicinity, the possibilities of untapped potential in the form of new
copper hoard sites cannot be ignored. Paul Yule is quite certain that the lack
of any signs of use on the swords, celts, spearheads, harpoons, or
anthropomorphs suggests that these objects were made for ritualistic purposes.
Mostly, the copper hoards were found far away from habitation areas. Over
the years more copper weapons and tools have come to light in peasants’
fields, often during agricultural work, or sometimes in local scrap metal
markets. The rock paintings of the Chitrakoot area show that people wielding
harpoons and copper celts were used. In these paintings, some foot soldiers
and horse riders wielding harpoons. This indicates that these horse riders and
foot soldiers are associated with the people of OCP culture. The horse riders
wielding harpoons indicate that OCP people were using horses for their war
machinery.’

It is necessary to bring all these things in this study because there are
many weapons which were also discussed in Haryana and adjoining area.
Numerous classifications of weapons based on their characteristics, mode of
operation, and functions have come to notice. In Sanskrit literature, Auwanasa
Dhanurveda, Ramayana, Mahabharata, Kautilyas Arthashastra, Vaijayanti
Kosh, and Shabdakalpadruma Kosh have emphasized the names, uses,
symptoms of these weapons.®

The ancient Indian people used short-range weapons were swords, shields,
maces, battle-axes, spears, and daggers. The most common and effective
weapon was the sword and Khanda a double-edged broad and long sword.
These weapons depended upon fully physical force, personal valour, and
frontal attacks. This was the reasons how many warriors were killed in just
18 days of war during Mahabharata at Kurukshetra? Although, during that
time, the civilization was not so advanced.”

In 1994-95, Chaudhary Sultan Singh, now a resident of Shalimar Bagh,
New Delhi, found copper hoards artifacts, from his farm, in Sewari ki Dhani,
in Farrukhnagar Tehsil, District Gurugram. It is located 35 kms towards
west from District headquarters Gurugram and 15 kms from Farrukhnagar,
and situated in the Sahabi river bed. These were — ten strips, two hundred
rings of different size, four swords, and two celts (Plate 1). The picture was
first time published in 1999 by Virjanand Devkarani.®

Three harpoons, two flat celt, one chisel, and some rings were found
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from Mahendergarh and Rewari district and now housed in the Gurukul
Museum, Jhajjar(Plate 2).

Plate 1: Swords, Rings, Strips, and Celts Plate 2: Harpoon, Axe, and Rings

In 2008, a well was found while leveling the field by the farmer, named
Rishipal son of Mahabir Singh of Kulasi village in Bahadurgarh tehsil, Jhajjar
District. He has found anaxe, weighing 250 grams, and four rings, weighing
some 80 grams to 100 grams, respectively, near the well (Plate 3).

The therio-anthropomorph’ of Kheri Gujjar'® has since raised an
enormous amount of speculation on the origins of the Brahmi script, the
decipherment of the Harappan script, the relationship between the Harappans
and the Ganga-Yamuna Doab, and much more (Plate IV). Many of the
symbols seen here look like Brahmi letters and yet some of them are
Harappan signs seen on Mature Harappan seals, sealings, and other artifacts.
There have been tentative attempts at reading what this says, though most
are inconclusive and others too far-fetched to reproduce here."

Madarpur village is located in Thakurdwara block in Muradabad District
of Uttar Pradesh state. It is located 48 kms towards North from District
headquarters Moradabad and 5 kms from Thakurdwara. Near the village of
Madarpur Thakurdwara, a man dug mud from an old mound and used to
supply this soil for the people. While digging the soil, he obtained 31 copper
hoards in the form of small anthropomorphus, measurement 16 cm x 19
cm, 21.5 cm x 25.5 cm, 23.5 cm x 27 cm, and 24.5 cm x 28 cm. After
conducting an inspection, it is known that such an achievement has been
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made for the first time from this site.'” Virjanand Devakarni had received
photographs of thirteen anthropomorphic figures from that person (Plate
5).

Plate 3: Rings and Axe of Kulasi

Plate 5: Anthropomorphic in Madarpur

There has also been much speculation about the copper anthropomorphs.
Some experts believe that they are ritual objects or representations of a deity.
Some belief they are early representations of the Vedic deity Indra or even
representations of his weapon the vajra or thunderbolt.

Some speculate that they represent the Hindu deity Vishnu as he is
typically shown with arms akimbo. Some historians is of the view that the
anthropomorphs recovered from Copper Hoards are ritual objects reminiscent
of Shani cult images worshipped in Northern India. However, there was
also speculation that they were weapons meant to be sharpened along the
upper edges, held by the leg, and hurled at enemies.
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Plate 6: Shouldered Axe and Harpoons Plate 7: Flat Celts

Gurukul Museum, Jhajjar housed more than four hundred copper
hoards from northern regions of India. In Haryana, Rewari,"® Dadri, Sewari,
Mittathal, Rakhigarhi, Narnaund, Bhiwani, Kulasi, Hansi, Sugh and Satnali
have also recovered so many of these copper hoards. More copper hoard
objects have been reported as coming from the town of Rewari than from
any other place. Yet Rewari lies outside the doab heartland. Swami Omanand
Saraswati and Virjanand Devakarni had obtained metal artifacts from local
inhabitants who reportedly find them during agricultural operations and
who bring them to Rewari for sale.'

Ambala,” a fragment of anthropomorph was acquired for Kanya Gurukul
Museum, Narela now at present Gurukul Jhajjar. Bhiwani'® and Dadari'
have also acquired axes for Kanya Gurukul Museum, Narela. Over the last
50 years axes, axe-ingots, a bar, and harpoons have also been acquired from
Hansi by Swami Omanand Saraswati.'® Mitathal lies 10 kms northwest of
Bhiwani and 118 kms northwest of Delhi. The site is located about 1.5 kms
to the west of the village and is reachable by the cart path. Having obtained
a battered harpoon and a bangle, both allegedly from here, Swami Omanand
Saraswati tested the site, hoping to shed light on the Copper Hoard problem.
In 1968, Surajbhan also conducted excavations here."”
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Use of Copper Hoards

Copper hoards previously were known principally from various points in
the Ganga-Yamuna Doab. However, a systematic survey initiated in 1980 of
all prehistoric Indian metal objects has given us a far more thorough and
representative sampling, not only from these two but from others as well.
In this region, several hundred metal objects have now come to light. There,
over the last forty years, axes, swords, rings, and harpoons have been found
from the region.

Although these hoard objects show some general resemblance to more
readily dated metals artifacts Gangetic doabs, unfortunately, most of the hoard
have came from archaeological explorations that could be updated
unequivocally. Over the years more copper weapons and tools have came to
light in the peasants’ fields, often during agriculture work i.e. plough, level,
and digging the fields etc. A lack of information on the geomorphology of
the findspots hinders a determination of whether as their name implies,
anciently deposited in the banks of streams or occurred in the regular
association. Most of these objects were found from explorations. Therefore,
we can't analysis the stratigraphy of the sites or the deposits. Some copper
hoards have been bought from the scrap metal market or by the ragman.
The question arises here that what are the uses of these copper objects at that
time.

The material which has came to light in this region, however, is mostly
of Maurya, Sunga, Kushan and Gupta period. But in the last few years,
several weapons made of Ashtadhatu have been found here, which the
Archaeologist has considered being the remnants of the Copper-era culture.
Many types of weapons - including anthropomorphus, flattened axe which
is without hole; wide chisel; long, thin and wide mouth chisel; barbed spear,
etc. have been found here. In the scriptures like Manasollas, Oshanus
Dhanurveda and Yashastilak Champumahakavya, etc. such weapons are
Parshu, Kuthar, Bhalla, Kshupra (Axe), Kunt= Ketakipatra (Harpoon), Kut
(Chisel) Kartari (Antena Sword), Shool, Katak, Tomar, Bhindipal, Shakti,
Heti, Pras, Mudgar, Asi, Gada, Musal, Dhanush-bana, Chakra and Vajra,

etc. name found.?
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Source of Copper

The Indus people brought copper from mines of Khetri (Rajasthan) and
may befrom Singbhum (Jharkhand). But in northern Haryana region, most
probably, people brought from Khetri. Metal workers of this age used two
types of techniques for making weapons and implements- Mould casting
and cutting metal sheets.?! Eight to twelve percent tin was mixed with copper
to make the tools of bronze.? Metalsmiths were aware of the technique of
smelting metal into mould and afterward striking it firmly with a hammer
to provide proper shape to implements and they were also aware of the lost
wax process. The knives, arrows, and other thin weapons and implements
were made by cutting metal sheets.”? They had also the knowledge of the
technique of joint metal sheets with a mixture of bronze.* The Indus people
made rivet hole into the tang of weapons and fitted them into a handle.

These people used the casting technique for making axe, celt, strip, sword,
dagger, spear, and other weapons into mould, and then after cooling it struck
with a hammer to give it a proper shape. Copper hoard weapons and
implements were made of pure copper. These were made by casting in open
or closed moulds or by cutting metal sheets.” Some techniques of copper
hoard people match with the techniques of the Indus people.

In the Indian Protohistoric cultures to late OCP culture, weapons and
implements have played an important role in the war, hunting, agriculture,
trade, industry, and the development of technology. The metallurgy of these
cultures has paved the way for further development in the later phases. We
are making progress; its credit goes to the progress of science and technology
used for weapons and implements. These cultures nurtured technical progress
in their lap for hundreds of years.*

Conclusions

The Protohistoric people in Northern India were advanced in using copper
technology. They were quite aware of different processes like melting,
annealing, close mould casting, use of lathe or cutting machine, etc. The
copper objects from Northern India are quite distinct in tool typology which
reflects regional taste. The choppers found at several places in Rajasthan,
Haryana & Punjab are yet unknown to Doab. While the anthropomorphic
figures and lugged celts from Doab are conspicuous by their absence in
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Rajasthan. Besides, the harpoons from Haryana are the same as Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab. Technologically, the coppersmiths of this region
excelled every bench-mark in processing copper but the issues like assigning
any date to Copper Hoards Culture or why they are found in caches, and
why we fail to find some concrete habitational evidence with this culture
are questions that remain unanswerable. It may be concluded from the
present study that the metal-smiths of this particular region were conversant
with forgoing of copper, wire drawing, and annealing. Subsequently, they
learned the technology of alloying and bronze making. The people of this

region were agriculturists. Their copper tool kits were meager.
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Representation of Forest and Forest People in
Ancient Haryana with Special Reference

to Harsa-carita

*Pooja Kumari

The text under consideration is Harsa-carita of Banabhatta originally written
during the 7* century in Sanskrit prose form and then translated in english
during 19" century by western Indologist. The text covers the geographical
area of Madpydesa. Bana shows a clear dichotomy between different habitation
zones and its residents. Four types of zones are discussed; first one is capital
city Sathaneswar, which is the residence of king Harsa, who is seen as the up
holder of dharma-varna norms. However, the term Dharma itself is very
ambiguous and flexible. Second, Agrahara villages whose residents are morally
superior and engaged in sacrificial rituals, teaching-learning activities. Third
is Srikanta, which is depicted as an agriculture-based zone. Last or forth is
the forest zone which is historically considered as the polluted and dangerous
place which is not abided by Dharma laws. The ecological approach is very
important to understand the sociological as well as political processes. Forest
has been the earliest residing place for mankind but from the Neolithic period
onwards with the emergence of settled life and agriculture; the idea of Grama
also emerged. The time when Grama become a separate unit the perception
towards forest also changed. It looked like a place of danger and wilderness.
However, this perception was not static but changed with the socio-economic
and political scenario. Grama and Vana are two spatial regions that represent
two different social and cultural units sometimes they are complementary to
each other and at the same time contradictory.

* Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of History, University of Delhi.
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Ecological and environmental approach is very important to looking at
the sociological as well as political processes. Forest has been the earliest
residing place for mankind but from Neolithic period onwards with the
emergence of settled life and agriculture the idea of Grama also emerged.
The time when Grama become a separate unit the perception towards
forest also changed, and now it looked as a place of danger and wilderness.
However, this perception was not static but changed with the socio-
economic and political scenario. Grama and Vana are two spatial regions
which represent two different social and cultural units sometimes they are
complementary to each other and at the same time contradictory.
Sontheimer was the first who traced the dichotomy between these two
zones in Samgam literature beyond the ecological conception. Other
historians like Charles Malamound, Romila Thapar, Aloka Prashar Sen
etc. worked on the idea of Grama and vana on the basis of primary texts. It
is mainly a text-based study where I am going to discuss the representation
of forst and its inhabitants in Harsa- Carita of Banabhatta with special
reference to Ancient Haryana region. Here the term ‘Ancient’ denote the
time from beginning of writing to the end of 12* century CE. Before
going to the main argument first it is necessary to understand the
geographical area which we are going to study.

The term ‘Haryana' first occurred in 1328 CE in Delhi Museum
inscription and similar term ‘Hariyanka in Palam Baoli inscription 1280
CE. The Kumarikhanda of Skanda Purana which was composed in 9* and
10* century CE used the term Hariyala or Haripala for Haryana. The area
covered by present Haryana was variously known in ancient times as
Uttravedi, Brahmavedi, Brahmavarta, Brahmarsheedesha, Kurudesha,
Kurukshetra, Kurujungla etc.! However, the term Haryana itself has a late
origin but the antiquity of the region it covers has never been questioned.
Various Archacological as well as literary sources reveals a lot of prehistoric
and protohistoric sites within its boundaries. Haryana was important center
for Vedic Civilization and Vedic literature composed on the bank of Sarswati
river, Drasdavati river. The territory mentioned in this literature match to
the Kuru region. Digvijya parva of Mahabharata mention that it was divided
into three parts Kuru jungle also known as Kamakhya forest include Rohtak,
Hisar; Kururatta was between Ganga and Yamuna rivers having capital at
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Hastinapura; and Kurukshetra as situated north with centres like
Thaneshwar, Kaithal and Karnal.”> From Mahajanpada period onwards it
had been part of different principalities till the emergence of Modern
Haryana.

The text under consideration is Harsa-carita® of Banabhatta originally
written during the 7* century in Sanskrit prose form and then translated in
english during 19" century by western Indologist. It is written in the Epic-
Puranic Akhyan style. However, in Puranic tradition no speaker ever directly
narrates, all the Purana narratives are reported narratives.” But here Bana is
the first narrator and at one place Bana himself called it second Mahabharra.
The text covers the geographical area of Madhydesa and it records the history
of king Harsa and Pusyabhuti dynasty. Bana discusses four types of habitation
zone. Each shows a clear dichotomy with other habitation zones and its
residents. First one is capital city Sathaneswar, which is the residence of king
Harsa. The image of the royal court is depicted as hateful, full of evils, dander,
favoritism and morally corrupt. But still king Harsa is shown as the upholder
of dharma-varsa norms. It seems like that the term Dharma itself is very
ambiguous and flexible. Second is an Agrahara village whose residents are
morally superior and engaged in sacrificial rituals, teaching-learning activities.
Third is Srikanta, which is depicted as an agriculture-based zone. Last and
Fourth is the forest zone which is historically considered as the polluted and
dangerous place which is not abided by Dharma laws. Physical features of
people of first three zones are depicted as beautiful and auspicious. While
forest people are compared with wilderness, barbaric, and unauspicious,
dangerous. Why there was a striking difference in the image of these different
zones; was this feature limited to Harschrita and particular time period or it
was a practice of earlier period. Through historiography we will try to
understand the definition and evolution of idea of vana and kshetra and
changing attitude towards them.

Charles Malamound’ defines the two zones through difference in their
material and cultural features. According to Malamound, Grama is a place
with definite boundaries where concentration of people and institutions take
place. The stability of Grama depends on the constitutive relationship between
its members and maintained by Dharma rules. But the idea of Dharma itself
very wide and flexible, and it most probably linked with sacrificial rituals of
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Grama which provides social and political authority to Grahastha. While
Vana or Arnya are more wide and extensive terms which include forest, desert,
semi-arid zone, pastoral region. The features associated with vana region are
strange, remote, wild, different, unpredictable, lacks concentration of people,
institutions and Dharma norms. So Grama was associated with the Grahastha
while forest with Samyasin that means renunciation tradition. According to
Malamound sacrificial fire represent the trait of civilization and thus yajna is
trait of Grama. Apart from social and cultural aspects the animals were also
categorized according to their inhabitation. Mankind is the only Pasu who
has access to both zones, while others were categorized according to spatial
regions. Charles Malamound points that as yajna was a village affair so
sacrificial animal should also belong to Grama only because forest animals
are not subject to violence.

Romila Thapar® looks the forest in to historical aspects that are not
limited to material aspects. With the historical changes, the forest was also
seen in multiple ways. It was the imagined alternative that increased the
inequalities of civilized livings. Various primary sources like Sazpatha
Brahmanas, Mahabharata, Ramayana, etc. suggests that settled zone came
out of the forest, but once they came out, they perceived them as impure,
danger zone inhabited by Bhila, Rakshasa, Nisadas, etc. who don't follow
the Dharma norms. Epic literature’ describes it a place of asceticism, exile,
hunting, whose residence are gandharvas, yakshas, Rakshasa, and naga. Even
non - Brahmanical religions like Buddhism, Jainism also advocates to avoid
direct contact with forest people, as they are half barbarians. Jataka texts®
like Chhadanta jataka give a physical description of forest people as having
broad feet, thick bearded, knees and ribs like calf swollen, yellow teeth,
disfigured with scars, hulking fellow etc. These Buddhist sources talk about
hinajatis, which includes candalakula, venakula, nesadakula, rathkarakula,
pukkusakula. However, it says irrespective of caste anyone can attain niravana,
but among human candala are lowest. These texts also make a difference
between outcaste and wild people. It associates some bad omen with them.

When the full fledge empire came in to existence the state’s dependence
on the forest has been increased and they couldn’t ignore the potential of the
forest. Asoka in his rock edicts shows the more sensitivity and compassion
towards the animals. In his 13™ rock edict, there is evidence of conciliation,
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persuasion as well as the threat of force. It suggests that forest people pose a
great challenge to the authority of the king and the Mauryan empire.’
Rakshasha are seen as cruel, restricting hunting, uprooting settlements of
brahmins. She says that this Image of Forest people are represented as demons
so their extermination can be legitimized. Kautilya in Arthsastra talk about
the categories of vana like Dravyavana, Hastivana, etc. he suggests the
diplomatic use of forest and forest people.'’ Kautilya advises the king to
initiate the establishment of the new agrarian settlement, which would include
the forest clearance and destruction of forest in habitants. Kautilya visualizes
the wilderness as a space where state aggressively extends its administrative
and fiscal activity. Samundragulta’s Prasasti also talks about the increased
control over the Artavi people.'!

Various historians favor the idea that from the Gupta period onwards
the practice of land grants in the unsettled area has been increased. This suggests
the physical transformation of the forest into the Kshetra region. Forest is
not an empty place, but having their own identity, and names like
Khandavavana, Dvaitavana, Kurujungla, Kamyaka etc. These are seen as a
zone of possibilities, where chiefs and kings claim their authority through
hunt, by establishing the Asaramas, which were like intrusion in the forest.
Rulers put their claim to these territory through hunt but the people who
live on hunting are seen as untouchable. These Ashrama people support the
king and propagate the idea of kingship, and later it evolved into the practice
of Agraharas. Giving the example of Kalidasa’s Abhigyanshakuntalam and
epics, Romila sees the brahmana settlements as the form of Agraharas.
Emergence of more and more Agarhra means spreading of Brahmanical
norms and their civilizing mission. Authoritative behavior is still there, but
now monarch is state whose power depends on revenue from all resources,
weather its forest or grama. To support increasing population and to increase
revenue there was need for agrarian expansion. This was done by tax free
Agraharas to learned persons and brahmins. State was developing resources
and ideologies according to its needs and requirements. Inclusion of new
Jatis, Land grants into deeper forests, new geneology, new genealogical myths,
new state etc., suggest the matrimonial relations between grama and vana.
During early medieval period some states trace their lineage through tribal
origin. Prabhavati Gupta’s mother was a naga lady, while his father was a
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kshatriya. Tribal practices become part of puranic Hinduism.'?

Sheldon Pollock® points that rakshasa and a suras are the mythical
memorie so freal personalities. Most of time they are identified with
aboregional tribes. They have been viewed as the cannibals, primitive cave
dwellers, masked dancers in totemic rites which still found among some
tribes. Demonsare conceived in animals and human form whose main motive
was to destroy sacrifice. Comparing the outrage of heroines of two epics are
different. Dishonour of Draupdi and Sita are differentiated. First one took
place in public and seen between the political struggle for throne between
humans and abduction of Sita where outrage was private one took place in
forest. Because idealized representation of Ayodhya not allow the existence
of such rival. In the later one abductor was not even of same biological order
and easily assimilated into demonic power and shows the reincarnation of
cosmic evil.

Aloka Prasher Sen' giving the example of Mauran empire explains that
how state subordinated and assimilated the forest people. How hostility of
tribes was controlled. Arthshastra no where mentioned the food gathering
and hunting as means of earning livelihood. Patanjali also mentioned four
types of settlements- grama, ghosha, nagara, samvaha. B. Subbarao divided
any geographical area into three regions- area of attraction that means areas
of core or nucleus centre, area of relative isolation, area of isolation. While
focusing on the various imaginations like idea of Aryavarta which coprise
the area from south of Himalaya to Vindhya region; while smriti texts call it
an area where black antelope graze. It automatically excluded the forest and
hilly regions. Jain writings also suggest to avoid the forest and border people.
As they are unlearned and barbaric, half civilized, unconverted people ate
and rose at improper time. All these advices are very similar to Brahmanical
dharmsastra texts. Prashar says that in Arthsastra one hand state is trying to
break ties but on the other hand trying to redefine these groups. Thieves and
robbers operate on frontier and forests.

However, this image was not static; the image of demons is very different
in folk and text literature. In folk the image is reverse of what is in text. Oral
tradition is providing the other version of the story. The representation of
forest people is continuously changing which shows the changing attitude
towards forest and its residents. Kathasaritsagar gives an imaginative and
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totally different description of arnaya with big palaces and elephants tusks.
Sabra seems to be a common term for all tribal people. They are shown with
archers and bow. Texts admires their knowledge of forest, positive image in
Samajatka was represented with respect, geni under magical spell. The
representation of shiva as Kirata armed with bow, head with feather, hair
tied into bun in Mahabharta. There are very few representations of forest
people in Brahmanical art. Some terracotta plaques like Paharpur represent
sabra image, Lepakshi Siva image represent forest people. Buddhist art
represent them with wild at tributes, peacock feather, garland of flowers,
hair hangs loosely."

In Harsh-charita romenticized description of vana like epic time is faded.
Banabhatta Bana gives a descriptive analysis of Vindhya forest and villages
adjacent to the forest known as vanagrama. It seems like that it has been
established by clearing the forest, because it describes the activities like hunting,
gathering, small scale agricultural activities which are predominantly related
with forest. Its geographical condition that whole kshetra was surrounded
by the vana, trapping of wild animals, fence around houses to protect cattle
and themselves from wild be astsetcal so indicate about this. Here people do
agriculture without ox and plough, jhoom agriculture etc. are the features of
this village. Houses were made of slips of bamboos, leaves, stalks, reeds etc.
However physical description of Nishada, Prithu, Shabra, resembles with
the description of Rakshasa, but now they are not feared, and was subservient
to king. Harsa’s visit to forest and submission of forest people to him shows
the process of assimilation of peripheral regions into larger state. The
representations of forest people were same as of the earlier times economically
different view if compare with epic tradition.'

So, we can say that idea of otherness towards forest and forest people
emerged with the arrival of permanent settlement. But the towards forest
was not static but change with the change in socio- economic conditions. It
was very integral to political formations. It was the fantasized alien, which
was desired as well as feared at the same time.
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B | O R T € @ B foheg W19 ST % o T | FH A1 S
Bl T, T 3R e ¥R Y e B | S 1814 H e fd &
grfa off 98 2 T, 9 TR TSRS A g3 T R TR B~
IO R Tah1e <l oot feohan grm | 36 faa= &1 T Hewergut
e 3TR T o1 § fob ifarastt o1 et SiteH-wHa 99 1770 |
1856 Tarsht ek T Bren & it fohet oft FIoT & 86 oY i qUTiyg STf=ra
T AT ST FehdlT | 3T Tee-SiTad 34 976 o1 9 foih Sftad 42 a9
fuffea S ®1 =T, 38 wem & U o1 IR %8 < o yiEis ¥
TSt <t Aol o THTEe A TS B THMERI | WK fha © foh 37h
q9-Jacieh 7 ql foame ford a9 IR ale G A% 20 & 21 ol
IRt § 3ga +ff foha © 1 3RIM 3171 ST STl ohi aRE el ahl 3al
o ST T IS hT YA e [ohdT, ST ST TS ol | fhan g |
39 HaY | 3T I © | Toh ISV SRS A1edl 1 g | forg fean
TR

ATt Sii WRayT e : Ta st 7 foran § for fam<st &
foaT g T H fordlt 3198 U WX ug-Tefa & | ot o ot & et
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TAR-T-T H TEHIORR & I8 T HE LA 1 ST e iR gwaq
1814 H =M &1 & TeHITER & U8 § SRIE a1 | &, qroIu™ 9 €,
FHO HART A T fohelt SiT=-veaal & Wa Seersi & 3 i
FYTEY RIS fora |

STl B TR T2 o Sfcrerd i Uferiiies Hes H vad &, e I € foh
STRTSIE o FHI (Y | 1707 ) I IHeh qeehlel SARATGl o 99d | S
1 GiEaT FSH0T e o7 fre o791 fohet ‘o1’ ({RR & THuE) H
1 TG 11971716 H TS ST STafg e i, IHeh! Gehe Sl Sl
1 foheg 20 HEM ek IS ThS H TEI ST | Sid: STATHE Hore hl
qehTele Jia a1eee A fe@dt § gon fo=n 1 991721 (99=q 1778) H
TSI SIS STEX TR A 747 |

JSHYT T T HhH S YT % fohed H & Wl W11 9 1722
STATHE ot 7: HoohH SIS i TA hl U1 741 | foher e o1 Frearas
et (uf-Hee M ATRRTS) off T | JehH 1 9=’ 9 aeAiae
STAfHE e § fHel 741 | IRUMHA: HahA S ST HeRIS STSaras
% T AT T | IeATHE 3 ek | ST foshM1 oMM | 9 1735 €. |
s (TGN o) YISTHE Ak I3 gaTl foreH ¥ 1755 5. (I 1812
fa.) o RAR H SeTg T foheTl SR FXAqR | STUT ASTETHT o1E
3TR STe-Ta ot fafue T 1 | 3% Ufaerias aea o oTeiis § 9 1
a AifTar<stt o a1 o1 SRAR-TF 1 a1 H @A IHIoeh el ©
3TR 1 W Ha A ar<stt 1 & RAR-TF H TeHaaR % 98 | Th
T FHIAT UG AT 1 e RAR-TA & T8aq 1812 (T 1755) H
sffired B o1, qel S T faar-qal <l 9@l Hewqul 9e A1 dedieier
% IS T TEHT A HIAT 3THG Tl € |

T - AR 1 Hferd s | © | I8 Tordre) o T8 geft
TEAS R § | RAR T F off T 1 TRl A sl Bl SR
THTUTRTOT AT ST T Toh ST TG STl SR g I3 oht Har # 9 |
R I forer= o aTciieh o Tgi o1 § fob TGSl Taqe I3 ot 9
H T 9 | I UHT AT % vk § IR Afire Tam grm
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T EIGEESH : Hd HARrEs 3 Hd TAFGRS bl g6 hl §d
AT S TG 7 3R] THIEH, 7 STeh! TEAT-Tgld ] 7 37k Ta=mi bl
Bt hTs foaRor S=i foran | STerd! S SH1 ar@dh 1 T 1 e fwd Ta
TG & Hd ! GeU R a1 T | S H SaRa-Sia-araf v |
o 2 § 5 3 TS Jedeh o U gaTe 19 e B @l o |
TR TSR AT ot 1R 3 fag 9 9 13 4ig YheRverRiE- e
& Yadeh Hd FreRverISt & GHhTe= o Tueiel fist & | 59t stw |
T off 3T B, WE A S R
2. TR YA SRR - IR ST 36! Wi | H =R
& USRI 9 T <8 HRIHIST! ohl AHTeerd foran " e & ues
3% TAMFREST off §1 3 W uehl & fod 3w @A, o § gl
JATEY IG5 L & 5 |
Y. STeT TR (FTeheRt, oTEere dieY, e Tedw) |
2. TARE (Medelt, gard, fen Agdeh) |
3. A Sie (WS, 31k el o &) |
4. vfqercTEst (ST TSR %, HEd § 5! WTa % <9 gU 9,
I A |
5. R (THAT THS T o THFd], TH STere) |
6. AR W (T, 3 A H SRS 9 B &) |
7. W8 WeheeA (Wi, fo@) =Roerst & 3aq T i3 & TR
It Feor-gmify 1 GHER e S84 WE B Iy o o off |
8. Vg TeiieTeatl Hige/d Seatdl (=i I Pl BRE § aoia
e o1 | 57 92 VIS STega TSIl 7 I o1 35§ qopAT foha
g o< U HETHT I foman) |
9. ToRd Hewe g, (TasRI, 7)) $5i+ TRE! | qeehlei ddl
&1 g1 foaran o 9 3= SRS i ot FISr yerer & of |
10. TSt (Uedeh, THee™-H9e™ o Jadeh) |
3% gl o wMaerarest, Herest @i 5e diet d U wmemesi Sl
SFTHT-TFHS o Yaldeh A 9T &, o1 Sarea fa . 1931 o gotr | Ut
feofg o siidererasit o1, =RURRST 1 TR BT 9iery ol |
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ARVIETS T, gera et off wRuIerTs & adi-hel= g g 13
T 1920 % STHI Gk 9 | BT Fehall &, <. Yokt 7 oft for1 vt ey o
I YT Wi SRR o STUR T T&d &1 o |

TATIRITSIT AfE ATergelt 9 T $eh1 A9 A1o' g1 =ey,  grem=
Tl | I% oY 1 fawa © 6 3 ' gare’ & TAMRST | 99 o o ae
TR ATEAT-USTA 1 off 2 3N SRt e ST | - ToreT o Heje o |

TR <t STeRT STT5 gk & TSIkl TMia B B | FH1EA1 I3 aell §
o STgeiTerdl e o feraaRTast o T fdrest 3% Treh | 319 2 3R
AT 3 & forea 2 1 A S A U A % deE @fha 9 e
STEATEH - T ST ST TIGIeh o Hd FeTeI3il o e | & o 33wt off
3R 57 ST 7 37 gaTa FHar TAMIRTEST o1 YRS e & |11 i
2, Tt e g & 1 5161 86 g4 § e o1 § o st A qR-
1 AT B T ;31 Y- ST St § o st ST S W,
3O &1 o B WE-T 6 AHHISEST o T9eh H ST Wiee §
fag =t feafa & vg= 2

IS TATIGIIST S=G1a o Hd BId 1 Ieh! MTE-TG I o faar-geH
‘T8 e wmfad frege-ufes ' a1 serfe ' o STTER Bt STaifeh st
1 gutd- Ffolt a, STt ATl o 3Tedis ® fag 2 € | et @t
IS TOf &l THerd | S, YR A off 57k el 37 STohT TXFRT 1 hig
fereuT 36 J&eh H ) 1< § | 37d: T3ieh! THT oIvTa & fob 3 (ferramrarstt)
3T W1Eeh 1 18 B fobeg forg T apife & i a1 afs A fag wife &
g g A o FAfea & geht ‘ STord-amen’ g T 2t 3R gwehT Skt
ot THeTd! | ThyaR TLE! 7 el B-' o= = o9&l 99 quil §@ T,
ST St W 371 arvft’ S7eriq S92 A |ie aiuss g8, 74 oTfe
1T g A0 ST HiE gLl off, ST 33 |

HRRTS! TH=RUTST & fetdl et T §-
'INE TRE A HR SR | U 19 |t sferan i1’

2. YRS X H1E e i o st st wne R ferarsh
HT R SR Tl &, R 3 For Tremr-vgfa & iR fermauest &
FRUTE A, THh! TSI AR € | 39 Fagl § H 37 Hd T &Sl GUR
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R gl =T § | AfS AR el & i fam=si o fjo afe-
TS & GEhR e W & THet, T & o1 81 1 =, 37k faeml o |ieT-
Tgia | gedr feraua ot Snfa 9 71 /T S Hehal § |

ferraurrsi! sl st & 95T | i1 faeror fiyerd §, o&t faeran €,
TG 1y 3R 7/ & ferar | ofa: Har=<sit | afe $71 %8 99E
3T BT <1 |15 Srieh Y9TE &1 HTH1 ST Hehdl ©, Qe et el | 37d:
H <. oA o 19 oA § Fate | 9e9d e | o 1 ARt
Tl -SR] & AT TeFauEstt o difeaen &l «ff ¥ far=<
HIYAT-THIA & THSHAT AT Toheg TohII- T | e T4 FIEAT Sl 1
ATATSI o ST UTH A o TG T & I g1’

QTS S 107 Rl ST &< : SR TS o] o1 foero 8, S8 9
ATl B, st W Haifyes d=nfies gre Srguelt sReres 3avre w1
Tl W AREUEEST Srguelt, SE M At & e & SR e
s I89 91 SR 7= 0T 1 Yot a1 THeh! 319 AR ThRH
off 81 T T | SIgue ST TIGUY T O o Ed © | 3l 7o
3R TS | oY ot Toidl’ i 8 AE ¢ | TS99 YRR T & 9
T, ISTEX0T & WHIUT BT SIS TS &d & 3R 3 379+ Teh-Teh qrat |
TR-IR IF A d ©, TY & gh! Ao off g, SSreon, JEn 9
ST T |

STel B9 U eft anfort ST SRt arforE Rl faed § aa 1 o A @
4! H ot TR o A e © | SeTeTone ST HHIe ot ol
TXQd % 3T o T YA T T AT § fohq g elt - e anforn o
 GEROT-2IdTaT | ST ST ST § | foreer |t ST st A e 9 2 gt
B 199, TR0 § * =rara | foee Tawd TR @1 < S § foh g s
=1 gASiH 9§ et e aren T8l | Farestt st e § et 6
T | Srguelt anfort 7 =g e’ & of o A W Ao € 1w o=
TR i Aol | I o3 T et | et @6 areed -’ =
T e & TSrEeh! e o1 W - ur ot g wehd § | et
1 AT & TG A STU HH SAFRRT o HROT alelt’ et feran
gl
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FT=GStt ot AT & ST oh1 SHH ofE 2 &, S qgait § faeran § |
TTGATUT ot WG 37 ST 9 204 Ui H faunford § | sweiX 6t wieat
84 31T H T Tefch TATHT TH=ROTSH i 71 0 | | Torel sl @If@at 193
AT | fawtsra § STafer 3T Wenfeld U & 149 3T H | SHT=nerSit
g eft T ORTSHTT 179 33 § fawifeia § saifer g8t Serenersi st aroft
221 3 H faenfora B 1 9a =< o6t aroft § it 73 7 ST o HreH ue
W T, o T-Hhhag 3T (36), AH-TER-TINY M (48), FHeeA I
(61) 1

Th! ATl B 5347 &3 Ger o A7 feran faetan § s g 3t g
fen ‘ gt o1 317" | Heh! faweeg off ' gadt & 317’ & SToe ¥ 1315
FToTt Hied Ut 3Tes arfor # 278 317 Gadi o1 7' o 99 4 2 e
gl

o UH a1 §, 0 sxaer@l 9 T fam=st &t amft &t
AT HEhuT FehTeT STHT =1feq d1feh 39 JehR i &I IR ot oJail sl
TRHATS &1 | | 369 3177 Shhe3 ' <l Tg+ W HIGH ST § foh T 7k 7
H fooa-faer R €, 79 a6 9l ‘e’ stean ‘e’ 7 (15) g S
& U Sffera, Yepia SR ASMaT BT T, S9! el fHe Sl 7
arfaeh a1 § ot a8t | Gl & Ta | TESH F THS HT AH-TH0T &
arfaeh Frafd ¥ fowes 99 A €, 9 aRdfas s\ -geiaer 8, STen
HA T |

T 9o foF &ep &, DFId! ST |
T B IS fof, &7 ST 511 3ot 11 36/18 |l

T 9t 9 w9 =&, 2 Fheh &1 =1 |
T ST 9§ W1, THS e T oA || 36/23 |

Ty AiARR, Heram, Sta-fear enfe w wsft fjfort = foran & frmg
3 goft fomm ‘fémn’ & of o yr: erg fyerd €1 fam<si o6t amft
‘HieER- Y e o ¥

T ® o713 YR & ‘g’ oy T E | STt IHeRerst 7 ot i
TR WfEeht, STTHIGH & hiv ' hgehi U1e YehR o Sarei o1 v fohan & |
TS 81 i 9Tl J WM ITA-S1 YehR oh BA137] ohi ITd hich Seh!
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Iy N o
3T YRR TS & |
hIT HST o4 o1, 91l fean faamr |

S famman 3R =1, 68 ga1 1 @R 1 48/5 |

" Solett ' HeTed: T VIS § | ol U1 o1 §, I8 ' URedt ol THMTR
ST I iR $9 ST Rl ORI WG] Gararastt bt amvf o STTER
TSt o 3177 | 9 el i AT o STTIR ‘ IAea-H o 37 9 T @it
T | D TRt H U el e e D s g off e
1 T T@T ® | S, Teel! Hre §-

FHL o Thel g, QI 498 faer |
TR A =%t R, T T 9% =m0 61/1 1

Tl o T g aedt & e To-TH-318 &t ahel T g H A
T & 3R 3H A W ST FiATehdT, FHRIEar w4t g s o fean
¥ | 379 HieaeHe T4 Fg H T il € | 778 e, favaiciss, Seiedl-
Tt fewem arelt wrdt § 1 99, afe veiar | fa=am df gqeh! 3rd |, Hal i
ORI T SAT-HH TR FEAT & HANHAR & T | WH TS
HENTS! 3 el B-

T ety HTHN ST decdy g |
ST St ST 2 2 ETelT oot I |
F Tl Feay T 19 e fave s |
favg wd U9 99 WHTE &IE |
T T AT U18 ® fagqm |
T oY B Y S Fees S |

ST SHTHY <Rl SHITHT, STt ol g, STHe st 31Ha e wenR i 2
€ 90 < gl 1 TEs i 2 € 1 3 TS 13U TE W U R €, 39
SICY-YTH TH-TH 1 TA-FAL0] hid &, THSI H €0 &4 1 qrefq1 s
¥, 9% 7 foem W 35 wfa faerf & qewd | foxe st & wfa om
Il ST §, e UH T k1 Aok © S THST bl I i dierdd Sehual
I AT T & T I B | T Wk fo st & e fasd, s=F,
TR -ATHA Bl 31 T, T3l ¥ Hefe Treaht A1 AR A THsM & U
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TRIF0T 1 ST § T SHRT TS BT IRA=H1&ThR & <1t § | et Ffoft
T o ST ST B (1) TTHed (2) TROT (3) fadt (4) fovg (5) W
(6) T, ¥ | 9% AR foe=m Tt THeRvrs 6 39 TrerTad ddi
T AR & STAR ¥ | Srguelt anfor off 5t 68 § € foeg 3o =@l
ot h1 o1 1T 3Td | 27T § e 311 3% hH H € =few | S
H qd | e o1 &, Farastt 1 7ol BT SRl e Wi <rgyedt anfort
ST ® SR ST Yo SR elerEs Saven o far<st @1 emag |

TR ot B '

AFTH-HERT : TAERT : F&[ T &1 1 Seeld e 1 3R el © fop
IEUY § I8 gA1-SF & A1 o 37R TgU o WRIWeh =R ST=mt (1)
TGSt (2) TSRS (3) AERHQRIST & (4) HehRETEs o gal T &
TUE | 379 IR S & St 3 STaet 98 1 off T S0 A
e a1qm forsdi =t fean o | et whed -

S Yol TR S 3 AT S |

gl T19 S8 Sa | e ||

el vaft et wife for < = ot |

R S TSFeRT e goT < T i |

TER g 3 hEl B
g & Afed e, Sl 7 7T g |
et & eI, 989 Her=sl 818 |l

AT -HG : T Teh o1 TR HE T Sk &~ oGSt g
aret & dey ¥ Farast o1 T, 9 1 Seerd geTl 7 | A 8F
it TERTEST T ATevel §a W o § af st o gRT qweeg,
AT HYa TR T | 3T rerdeft Ty deireg, TS, Yerw 0 & ¥ 1 B
TUE Srguelt Ha ot SR TN A W R |

Trerdelt Hrgug fietss @  oifehd qrgHelt SR shefiRyel & o |
frarestt = faeter o =nfen’ forwa W Wk Sier-41 i1 9iiadt 37 4
TUE 1 Uy off feran 7
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Y A e & A< a%ie fea |
I STehTA NI T8l |l ol TROT fera 11”2

U Theta : S, HOM FAR 7 F707 o el AN o IR Tifohd feout
I T Tk 3T A1 H A hi S0 i WE&AT 4066 (ARG T UST B
INT) SIAATIT B | TS Rl HEAT 417 ST W Id18 T § | I8 0T AT
T ¥ W 2| foral 3k §, el TRl S FehdT 1! Hd WTeAe™ & 8ol 9
32 q: o 9 Al $iR 3% Sire § 5026 B 1’ T ST WeH
qT H 60 37 91 3500 Y Ao HifEal & | T | SRt HaLol 318
%’-lﬁs

W I T~ FISTa-TehTe 1 TFaq 2072 T THIGIH TERI T |
TG J¥ 15 W 61 37 9 3500 ¥ ST (FW) IR TH Y5 16 T 181
TR B o1 T © | SeA-91E & I8 32 T AR avft o Sl bl G
5026 o1 Wl § | 217 €1 39 1 hel | ¢ dIedl-aamEd-an | foeme |,
TH AT % | o) &, SehT FIRIehRoT GiorT hieh Tohan T Hehell § 1 AT
hig e i oTeT foRivg 59 Ar=-4t THE &1 T 7 e e
'S o SR I 9 ST S |l I8 foehd ek el § |

HIS TR T 8 FHE1 1 FHIEM QI TR & ST | Hal i ot &l
B T, difores, UfTeTies TervRdrts Heli o Temy ke st ¥1ee 9
T Uil § | Teel B S TITER 9 SRR @A 1 S | TE
TS T TEel TUET H 1 S Sl G I HEhd- 3T SRHHR Tafid
ok T ehTerT | 27 T 5 Wi - vrgaTet o) afe &0 weme feprer
e I qeel e i fafas B1 o1 SHTO FRT /T B 91 g
U1 okl STIZT-Telleh THTOT GRETOT HEAT BT |

TR SIATTHR H& T&A A o el #9 T FRolt oE § 31k 39
YR TR 3% 119 HERUTTER Hl B HEAT 3Tihd BT |

~TRET T o R 61 ST H 2 TR I 3649 TINGAT; FHA BT 3651

~ S § 5 381 9 98 1A BS; et 103 TR |

- SREEE! H 34 TIE1 9 34 A B%; HA 68 T3 |

— Toaed WA | 18 ST BS; |/l 18 B |
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- foeteh T ¥ 3 SR 9 4 B, e 7 B]

- B BT S H FHA 7 D9 |

~ hfaw e H 4 S3TER B3 |

- AR 3R § 10 3TRE B3|

~ 1T TS H 181 U 9 5 HIAA; A 186 US| 3H ¥k H IS &
TR ! goreR, B8 A o1 F1am =18 ® 1 o7 39 favm & /5 186 T3 &
€ | HE-Th Ssal T TN o1 w1 el ©; 37: T 6! e 91 el &l Hehl
HEE e R

LG 3649 HRal 2

EE] 42 | 98

E Al 34 ottt 18

B 11 ST 4

AR 10 EH 186
4054

<. FHOM FART 7 4066 T&A THHAR TRES TE A1 RGN
T GRATT & G Hie [7ar7=< % STHR T o6 o S 1 §R AR
TR TR &1 T8 T&HT o hlld-hile ST © | Sl hia—HT &R
M A T ®, gar el | H9 1791 SRt R | ot & TSreeh et
1 TIfehd e §-' s anfor off aerE T § S safatad ga T o
frerct € foheg SO9 UBel o HERTON | Ul 718 fohe o | W of 11"
qTehi oh! STERR oh foTdl ST STEY & foh GER 9T ¥ Siferenivna: B o
T Terd § fSeh! H§9 S<9eaR e AeR <9 fem €

G T STET Yelleh 32 U1 ol BT & | 3% 4054 41 o avil !
oAt TURT o Hdl 1 5026 STIFY Yaileh [ ST FT ekl Se& 9el 8 ot
T FE ¥ | SIGS S A0 § 2500 % SHW WG T 445 UG & TS
3TEY YeAThish 5000 ¥ | Toofel ot L& 4108 B I QIS & Foemt
3TIEY Yelehich 8000 ¥ | TATHT THERUIST HERTS! i AUl H 13065 B 9
w1 & FSTenT STEY Yeilohich WHTOT 36337 ¢ | Ut fearfa & Framstt &
4054 BT, 5026 3TIFY Tellh YA &, e ThaH Sih T © |
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foem ; wreA-aren ;e & H € e & founa 2
ST o7t o, SER Gd AT o W1 | Iget JUit § o ST 311 © S
YL T 9T fe@ent 3799 Ha ol Giques ohid & Sl ST gieh,
TS enfe-onfe | gudt aoft & & o1 § St eimgyfa weost gt o7
STTHTINE I ST~ H =6 B & | 3D & T 9T T FHgelehy
T, ST, I, Heig 3Tfe ST ek T § ST ST & | Jeliferes Jeerd A
‘ol & ¥ 1 TR faa=a Ha frarestt ST et wee-Ha & fi
LI H A9 TR =5k ford € | 3Rt THATT S0 ShgedTdl & | STol <hi
SRl ST Jaardt Uess B < &1 T8 © | 318 Far-asil o1 & 1 §re o
3T 1 WU T, o fa=am i |
% IR ATNRR HB Bl H AT T G0N ek 31 & HS Bal § 3
T 1 el AT HIE I TN & foheq STETGHET ATt 5 ool &
3177 H D U WiEar off et € 970 we o & e qen 39 H | @5
Ui fHa ST © 1 S 39 S §, Tl Sdl 1 aemn w9 aree
' - ER 7 | ST THERUS 3 el ©, R | shad M-
TH-TRT E 9 €9 5
=0T B9 had §, el el A1 |
Hehe! IR e, ShicTspT Fae I |
HeR 7 off a1 2 -
TIfd o5 R 1S &, T g8 TR |
T I HHAT, HAR G IR 4 1)
T, ST, SHEAT WA % A 1 TR0 HIAT & 9K $EY, g@ €9
T 1 3T TIEH STIR G S AT § | ST 1 ST haAT1 & b Al w&y
7 SR vl T s Hene oRET Afh SFTeey o FRusT -6 s wee
¥ 15 Fam=sl sed §-
3T g oMy, &Rl 37 1 &I |
T Hg3d | fiat, A= s 210
frar et - o, fora Tt = AifE |
59 797 R <femn, 3 AT ga g1 3.1
A= fst = =Y, fean &3 gore |
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T ST hE ARG, ha 9 Wa 114 |1
T o ST I, I L o hid |
fram= eTay WS, I A TE U5
B3 Sy BTel &, ST 31T 579 |
frar= St Herd, BId T8 9T 11 6 |l
G AT IR e, Tet srer <fama |
A< STH=< &, T WHE E a1 7 1
[ A fetea o}y, T T S |

ol SR Hidel &1 T, i S ST N3 o

faTest Al At <1 | WeA o qied At o ford Fhed § R
STIGY I TICTehY AH-TH &4 QT Sichi o1 L A | AfS 3119 ST=Af=d
BIhY ST ThId & Al STTUhT STTUhT ST - STAT T Hgd | &l THel ST |
el TS feelty o e 59 Hae H g ¥ et ©: vt § & "
S YT BT T8 | $TehT A8 &1 weai feeftd’ &1 = |

Tt Josiie™ 7 off Srerect § el fh e arg Tq-1 S |
TS T TIH &1 I, 39 Geier H qerdierd STHFT <1 © | 78T arestt
TIE4: Fed & foF T ed o Tmsi ol 59 S 99 € Had © S d1ee
SIS Beh? farefd ohl Helsl | BTt ThHTs |Ied &4 TH H FaAIfd
T ARI T IS |

GRE T4 H e & o1 9771 1 7 1 g W o @ a1
THhT SN 1 el S Al | TH B TR, S w1 H 9 T
ffeeame o6t | aftomee: o 3 9 Stefq oTidiier el & Tsh s 3@
S Hhal T, I AR 73 Gl S, WL h TH-ATH- TR0 T FTeH
T qrem w1 st i SR |

HTAT Y 9 L HIS R ©, A okl Ff3a T8l owtan | foqn 79 <l
qLHTCHT § TehTohR ford, Toha TR I ShTaT- 9 © | 31TcH- 9T I« il
T 59 30’ (STEHR) hl A1 B GHIAT H foreli= T fean Srw | e
SR IXHTHT 1 U B 1T | I8 Ueh f& bl W1emT 9 H9e 78 | 38 o
T A SR FIR & TSHEA! & € | T & T §R 99 21
He € IR THT 9SF argl § § hIg Tk L UTal € |
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AIEATO Hedly higeard fasd |
A TG ShfaATH afd de: 1| (T 31.7)

SR FTCH TG o S-S I & AT Hoght SR A4
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SR TH 3T ¥ IR TerEfTen STewll ¥ aRqul gomd AT 98
et et @t &t 3cafa 9, =i W &1 §9 3 yemeiTes sTval & e
FramT SR Tenfud foha | 37en! Therdl el 7 el Ja Therdl 9 e g8
off 1" e 39 e | falen« ToR 11T &, =iifeh 3 ot Srwreh et <R
H TSt ¥ IW, Al 3 quid: Tt WORardl I T & o1 iR 9%
TS, S, HAATH 9 3174 ATg] Tl & fagel ygia & 98 §9 9§
uftaferd Bt 1 17 of 9t & S | SR 9Ra § urE fogie # T
e 3 o =AmueRd: ‘fram fadie’ & &9 § s T, S e
SRR STTTH 3Gd L & [oh Bl T STHIGR A1 oS THICR, TR 89
foRIEl 1 g &Y 9 [ fa iR e fagifedl o1 ga T8 o1 Ty
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STHiERT & g1 feran T o, fSehT Teh-gER o |1 7R 3k 21l o
T a1 o A1 =8 ey 3R miRanie ey 9 R ST ST |9
Rﬁ ’2T|13

fadg it urufier it s

TTieReTl 1 TIRIE s Tehideh 39 To5iE &1 o, 1666 §. H 9 UoH
T H 1669 3. (foFF=R) ¥ faeTqd o J§ H SR TS T 397 FRMR
e GFAXHT oh! IRRT TohaT [ BTeAifeh SHeh! e oTeheR o SR 9 & oK
3 T B, ST 3Tehall o AT T SThaIeE o STH-U1 o &1 § S
FHhI I B <A o TTT a1e7 Foman T, BIeifch THehTe™ e 37E7-T
37HET h1 AU g T § foh ST SR H HIg W THIGR &l o, o)l
STTYRIRI: | o o | U1 T & foh 3Tehat o QR H Hoeh—SII901 T8l
o, eAfer foralt oft TNwor § = o Y 1 FNIEM &1 I8 Ta9deh T8,
TR & HeAgTi SR H T T & S1efiaeef o1 off v g AneH
BIaT o |

AT g o VIsal H SISt H ht-s e SR FHATAIG hi JaIed AT o,
3 gEId: GEhd 9 i G ot 4ff W BT A A1 wed ® TF
SENTR o wTEsTEl o SR H 7Y Se & Sre-s1e fage TR 314 §, aife
3TSIE & F A AT & T 3R Tl 7 Tiehen THh Th SIS 9
STHIGR & Al | fagTe s YT o | 98 fagie et 791 ve e -urd
& Tidl % fhaM T8 Ted =e T 3R ST W& 20000 Tk Tgd T
dern foifeal o W g8 e | WTel U1 ol Aqcd L 1§ AYT & HiSGR
3Teg=Ta! ol AR e T, ARIRIA SRS STPRT T 31 Siqa: Smel &
7 59 fogie o1 a7 foRan oI Tiepett i g X <t Tt | 3 o7u foaor |
I off Sired o TTeRat ot B o 9I1G 39 oIc. ohl JETH o1 fea T
TR 92t o1 foraiTe Weh 3=a Ueee T[T & o e 72, ™ @ifeRe a1o sifaw
T & Y | o T8 HH I8 Hed ¢ | F6l TR 6 arelt 91 78 § foh T
TR SIS o1 TEhTYA BIT, W&l S1eh! STCH+TaT ohl uIia §, =&l 20000
T bl HEAT 1 TaRTe | SMHE SHT THERICH SHih i guehivl § e
T T, iR 17 of Tel & 7 H 9T 9 39 G-I & &3 |,
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WEHR 11 el §, S Tiegen st sSR! & SHaria 9,6 i et b
20000 ST HHRTAT Sfderd sl adqM & 3TE H TR Hid S e |
[T =g & faerur wt Sifad 4fh &1 S i U, HS SIaeEsR
et o TG s wnfer 31, SIS ot yaiear adn oH-g5 & €9 |
AT X €, T Se-3TeTal Wil §MfHe THAv & ofdl SR H o
3R s ®9 9 feg-<e, giem-we, iR faa-se & &9 # wenfyq
T,V W0 U TR off fodie o1 enfies 31 @ S o) aRenfya s,
foTeTe hi SIS Bl TTetd aiteh ¥ U9T A SIET © | 919 & W1 Geaehraie
SR o erfereniyl fagie iR 51 § STt ol e TSR 31T ], S T
dell Fiehfae ‘wifasor AR TrEsF’ & gt & aRumeasy
I off |

AT Al | T = 3797 AT § Tiehell 3R 3Heh fogig
o1 516 T T 9% o709 gaid ® Sl &1 ‘TEA & gLk '9 H
IR X T, BTCAifeh STeht I8 STALRON Y[E3TA UTeIaTsl Wi bl ST
FAT &, TR T Tl o fo el e anffa @ ek &, 1R T & S
& ™ SEUe o7 3R 37 ol SR SThHoRIEE SR S99 o &5l
H Y- ATIR TR AT~ SATIR ht ARl TR G, foreept ot Yerae
Y TR TR T R €, T & T 212 i AT FHbTel SR H
3% & H M e o TR UR H e o fasie &bt gpek-ant o ' 9 H
St e, T o o e Fi faada &9 § U9 6 S €, FHifh
o2 ST S 1 Jed-HEhia &1 fewan T @1 B, dfesh 7 &forh ®g o
STe-H&Rfd 1 feTd W7 |1 9 79 Higsw- o @e H ==are 99g
Y HUF T & T T & foerfad gy, 31K a% o1 off =A19eh TR W <@
T GhaT B

TSI UI. STR.H, oM off Tepen & fagie &1 v fage & &9 o
IR L €, TR ST T & foh ToTemt om1 2T 9 fegt T
T S STHIGRT %l TTE 91 o Ueh faehed & &9 H I 1 Hihl
fean, Aifer SIgetTa saTe & gU 1 IRl W, TUM k1 AT TR i a1
Bl ST &, i1 Uk Ufceliaes A 1 sy S gU e §9 9 S1e-
T4 o fAT0T 31X TiieRet o 95T o QR H SHeh! el &l 3Gd hid & [
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T 1. STRM Bellel FIGT-T S7IcTHIRT S BaTel 9 <ie fagre sl uftanfid
A TU, SH T & 1Y TF €9 H foah{&d gu qe-3T_re (plunder-
ing movement ) o T T SATEAT A & | Had & SR SIS | HUhI hl
Gentot ST fagfast SR 3ok STHIGR Ad1sil i TRl IntHa of,
et wem quTigfa et R WM TTHI T2 & 1S g8, ST ST aR
H TR o STH-1T9 o T TOHI H fo&d g8 | SIeifeh Ul golidl 9 a5 1e
% fordt efifer oTicie | Je@ &I @IS % ©, i1 foh FHehmeid
g 9 faw fagie & desl # S o1 faerdr & P Sl o1 STaeiish 91
T Talld 2 A1 HXel < gt § fob TwehTei <R H wirwor o 21 st T
i T J&A UBq] o ®4 9, T T8 fogiel & 5 fean |

forge =t Tfa=Tt samen

TTieRetl o TagIe Sl W Jfvid TRINE 3iaerd Tre ¥ 3aX 3R Jfast
MR} R faafed s 1 e 3171 FaTet SR R 20 8, Y ST 71 ol v
3R fH | T TTETHS S[S1a o1 ? 37ehT THERIGT Hih e T8 hdl
of 7 7ok hd-SEd AR TehTcHehd! A fohd &9 H fagie o1 yafa fohan ?
T ST o AW W 379 <8 4 U9 foERl @ yeiia s H gften
g 2 iR oo i AreRmenett iR sfaeral o afviq fagis = e
ek 8 bl § 2 37 STl b1 fawero ‘ fagie-sfaem’ & &2 3=
T @t UfaeTias aRfY &l seM § R 8 |

S SISt STRAS i AT H ¢ SR 90T il B S Al 9 % YHe
FH B A § AR e &) a1 Yot 81 S § 1 3iRae 379 ST
e § THaRl (- i et SR SIfael) gr1 wenfsa gent fagie ik
TALT STehl BTSS! i STAROT ohl TaTAT0T hid &2 TR 39eh 39
ATITCHRAT oh! STTEMR ST ST a1 19 =g gRI afvid Sl o - aEe
3T IToh! WhIcHhdT 1 STALRUT = el 7 el 3ok [IETE hi JIaT i
T ST SR 378 T I TRl o faems foge s &1 aa
f&a | TueRTete Il T 19 Ush G el SMeTel o SR H & -
FXH LI I TN &, TEl SHeh! ST I 7 TIEE i Yored s
Frd fopan |
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I TATCH Thel i TSR ohi STALROT off STEvdeh & S <,
1 g Ufqeifaes gg U Soz o faT 9=d Sl § P S1el o fagre & ded
H o1fHer sTeml areft ATen safay off agfaet e |, it fag |
Ik UM o J[ER SR H 2 3= eIV IMEeh! gRI 2Fal &bt gfE 9
SR YaTfed fohan T o, TR v -3 &t - ot 9 58, aferd
ekl AT T H THERTC SR deh fhet Sear a1 gmmor 721 firetan,
ST 9% TE L TR 3T fage e fog fodie o, st giem-smesi &
foeg foman o e |

e 3T8E & AR iR < Heleht e % TR ‘T] &
Tt FfRIe sh1 ShI0T St § 22, 36 forsie aht o1a &bt o7 R 39 fagr=
% SR T 1 I8 TIT Y AT AN B a1 TITel-TIieepon iR
FHULT LT W YS! 0T 3 el - Hal el o GHRTEA -3 i
g6 ST AT < o WIS 3eh! WIS e et sl 39,
e 36 fagie o1 5= <7 H 1ot yifireht fe | =eT fagie <At <ot &1
oft Fefiferd ST 1 ot eTavareh § Fifeh Fo &0 # fagie i oo § M
g o1 foTsh T sfagrerl 7 foan §, 59, fagifed o weh fea |
50 19 i GO TF AT T4 SAferehiem: gaifa (Aid Ieet =e o )
1 &7, TIEh! eIl IRes o A e o SR 9 STfagaiihyol
Bl ST 8 | Ao €2 o TAM WS TogTe sivreh Afees digdi <d §, eifh
3T 19 IR et g <1 Sfaem™ ol arshmen-aimern goft §
ATEAT T3 ST &l ST © P

6 HH H & T9-TTehcd ol TRYTT A T 81 | Sfaer™ &l arg-
TS T UY B T ATl off IET S kel § | HH RIS Heg T bl
et o1 fagie HehTel aRfearfa & S i e o foeg Sc T
fore o1, it TRt o, ifeR 39 fagie! THg o ATdeh Sl 3711 Sl TSR
roreh ST o o1 ot Sfaer S i TTed @ 9 U9 ST B, i
UfTRIfes ST, TS a1 Gehd o Wit Hewii o WG] Bl AL T
T | TTSIa, HIEsh!-Te%l ohi 3T aTel Sfaer@eshii 4 &l &l T
e & &9 H e, dfess ‘X =afedl & w9 # <@ ® 7 Udetas
YA o X a1 oW offe H Wi 7El =ifen” oik T o Tiegen &
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Ahce hl SURAT W81 STEweh 8, T8 6 ' TERER % =it & <
feries gfomdy o1 st <1 i ®

S SUMAETE o SR H 3R TG 7 R & Al & 74 § &
Hateadt o faaR 1 3YRA o W-He, TRA St GiAferd F&hid s of
e o1 ke Tohan, aftomaa: St = Aot o SR B T s T g
STYATE TIT <A1 =T 3T TTTe ST i Y& fohall | TR * ST oremas]
I o STIHR BH et g o fase @ 97 3R 36t 9e &l 5ig
Y T Tk St 7, $TR T6 Thetra 1 afkoms 1R SR H off srerehan
TET, 1 3T o 9oTeh @1 8, TS A1ded ARIhive: < W i, 3794
I oI, STAT ST i, 379 ¥ I GERI ¥ 3R fe@™ &t Hifewn 7 ol
T , I SufavEnd Hepfa & gn’ (stfedee) iR ‘A« (siiftde)
1 AR 1 & FAIHT €9 ¢ |

SR fa=RERT 1 FwIeA WRY M1 g1 |UIfed gorva faena |
off TSI 3T &, 591 S Il o SR H TSIl <hl U7 a1 5736 hid €, 3R
37 ‘ fevd ' Rl hH ek SATeRd gU I8 QU &, Toh el i f57 enfien
3iR stafesy ifaal o faeh TSTqa STaTst &l 331 9o &l & SRl 3
et o gl | foRan P2 BTaAifer Tiieget o1 i fopedt THM R et i
cheiehd T < AT <7 ATl Tel o, I Ueh &1 fai o (o rar) o
3w fadry o, Foeeh fore - Hehe TR 3T S 9o et S aR
off, THeh! T HATd TSTYd T ¥ AT safae. off srfaeaitayot §
Fifeh TTiehet o Tl o SR o W5 Tiehe o fohet STe s =1 Hemer
e A @ & | ferra R wefi 61 TR foret vee] o1 weE 9 Sire o ot
fawa =1 T ®9 <1 ®, Hifeh Tdfee 37 e & W5l ° I8 Tk
HTHTISToh - Hieeh ek Hehea Tl B, S ¥MRT o STHRI o TR § HeAehtei
IRYe T foenfd g8, oTR 39U 1 537 U, SHER 9 shaed AT ol
Y Haf-era § S Gl & Hed WIS TSrehy 1 v S aren g
T HS | off Mepet & AR T TR 3 1y fohan =
Hend1 & foh ST Sen! T 781 ol ST Eehdll &, SRiiTeh TSTqal ST STl o
e GG QR § 07 St @18 Ted off |

T, fe o S8 3ferIR Tiehet s Wik e &7 & &9 § Ry
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FA 8, T A, g=rad o Hiel o 28T o Wie-Hel dTehiferss S

o

3T TTER ht TSTh 19 T hi ST i Igei ol 1 fomat P! J@l
‘Gehfa & e’ Fi 9 R F1 s fRe T §, S SEe
SR e | feg-deRfa’ | TS SRAT &, Foraent IRereaH aHehTel
SR H S el Y 9 e off | 9T, St IR qeh e 3T 3719 ol HTfHeh
€9 9 el o WA €9 9§ e[ o H o gU &, T AT o
IR ¥ A o dreA o afom 7y & | o fiyeran €, e gt smeE
SHae ST AL H STSH AT el o Hehdll, FAI1oh SIS o ST
B ALY F FaTa o Al S S TR W 4 e of fou g, T |
TRt Tl e 18Tk o & H AT HIAT AL h! 3T o ATHT D -
TSTTeh TRYE o STTHR TR &, STelfch HEHhTe Shi STEAT SR FHRICH
el o faveron & foTu THeRTele T, SR, TeHIfd, T, 9 31
TEE] 1 HHSHT ST IHehT T Tl GU Y Forveio ST STaeash g ¢ |

frrerdl

YT TeReTl ol faETe ST YR | el 941 & g | g3l T fagle o,
STk TeT H SWeh- T 3R T SHIGR o &9 H TIehall o T &l
T off, AR 38 21 3Tk fagie ot & A1 & &t S Al A o § 9
H g1, ST & TR-Ufeiaes B, foraT A= g1 Sei b g1gd o el
o ®Y H TR LT | SHAT 3faer - RN § 9% STeweeh 81 Sl § fh
2 forgm # 3w forelt ot Ufcreifien s1e sl THehTei aitfeerfa ot TeTehd,
Horaredt AR fowraanet o arer aRkenfid o, 1R 37 Sl W TieRet
foreie amfores @i § Y Td U Feet 3 § 3R gen U fage
o, 7 o e - 3eq o forq o1 Ueh fagie | ot soent Jfemrt Tes I gurian
% o fadie & ot affd T TH@ SR ¥ IS FE geH U8e 8 ©, o
=6, TS, o THN 9 S[E! WEHTE, -1, 9 37 T8qsil 9 IS el
T | oIt TRl o veal H 3 Ueqsil bl S Wielt T Y aiE Tl gy
T we =fey, e R-faveifia ooy ot 3w R 9 31 o 37
TR & fogie & Gy H off Sei o HiHew See o7 @A 37 31 i
RFEfat & SR FHehTel TR & STTHR ST fao=r Tavas
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, T Teeh fory T fawer  Sie-Heahfa ' & e foewm o dred
?, 3R Gaf-ud sfae amon # T 9eied Soisl id © |

Had U

1.

ek IMTeE, FIVIeT GE~g-15 ST Gaw hiest gafder U9, &ed, 1999,
9. 1-3.

2006, G. 263-69.

e VI, f7 95ic TS fe 77 @I 37 Wik QrarEe] ve ysie Raferad 37
Ficntfraer e, Shiss aftafddt 4w, =gars, 1978, 9. 185.

4. HH WR R fEfern Taree, 3w, 1. 270.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

Yo oIefl, e, GIarEe] TS vilerleard 57 5191 % Ig Ui~ 9gRt 2 fa #ie
gw, it gfmafddt o9, @, 2001, 7. 37.

aifed afem, srive ol orine @2 FI83 yqufaed FH fo Tifsg,
HiAfea et 99, =i, 2003, 9. 19.

1999, 9. 117-118.

URE ORI, O 429 T T2 UaR: 7 19 STwEGY, 1843-1947, ot
gHafdet 99, 1992, 9. 27-28.

Hifeet ARTH, ST, 9. 33-34.

goid defl, 3WI®, 9. 37.

TR HHTTh 3R ATAY HhIoh, T HITEGET 65T STHHIST $169T, st
IHafddt 99, @, 2006, 7. 23.

el WER IR fafern eotee, Wi, U, 271.

gl 9. 272.

TR 3Tell, FIreT 3fean: @ 37 Uiferd], STEiears, qrasel T Hoer,
sieawe gHarddt 99, 7 @, 2014, 9. 206.

A =5, FETHCT YRA: GoaTd G §IeT &t ad (1526-1761), THears,
¢ fedh, 2018, 9. 297.

TR T4, 7 TIRTT R TR 5191 1556-1707 ' Siterahre gfafde
g, T fad@l, 2014, 9. 378.

el WER IR fafern eetee, sWr, . 270.

Fenralt W=, @RIsT fo 7R, fafaam sifed g/ Tganfed, ©€ 2, SiF T,
ded, 1907, 9. 95.
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19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.

28.
29.

30.
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ST, VN, 35T g BT : 13 U5 STFHoie UIaR 57 AEIaer 31T 1665-1735,
T, fe@t, 2006, 9. 9-73.

TEM TEd, T, Y. 393.

SISt SR, TfFHeT wH (HE SIMTe g erened), R fie =,
fegt, 2019, 9. 9-27.

2010, 9. 91-93.

T 3T9e, ‘Tl TS U9 U7 UHWIRIE ', #ea T8 Reflfordy, T 1:1,
=IAfeh, TE 2000, T. 40-41.

THRIeT k! G 22 WEERT 1969 i T SRS HraTsel H fod 7T s o
SIIST STaTe 9 foram 7 350 |

et ST, ‘T 61 € AR e shi=ie offth WS aiswh ', grarsaendifear
ST SRIFH,

AR T HE DI T TERAR Tehell ¥ Haf-erd o |

2001, 9. 1-4.

&, 9. 6-13.

YA fiaraa, T gifa=g sTw SRy, i< afsafsin sut, 78 fea, 1979,
g. 7-8.

s & ST, { Befe T it afdw 51 ge =i gfean’, s+er o7
fe st TUe QT 8t ST I 37iRRue, WS 42, @& 1, fad, 1999, 1.
50-56.

31. g fg @i, SRER TR Hifa e 98, Thed THEH, 3T, 1986, T. 7.

32.

e Jo=h, SRt fo 39 TS f2 firg, Uiiee Y@ ©I8g, e, 2017, . 63~
106.
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f&dt 2T v sfaer 1 Srdavarer

*gl. TSI T4

Tt Tnfecr & Sfierd ot h1et T bt e JaTe Fa9E <@ 5T Hehdl § |
%o fagm fet Tnfec 1 TResr Taiq 700 2. 9 0 € 3R @ Haq 1050
| Ao e g1 enfeemrel= qifeafad o) ==l & €, 9@ 9 |t fagm
7ot SraTes | 140 SIaTeal dok it ufkfeafadt st foeen e § 1 e
uRfeerfaal qeprel™ | 1 Tavd gfad il § Fifeh dife &
TS 1 Y01 FHEATd ¢ | Wifec THS i SR THN e &l 79w
yefad d €, g et wmm =t foviy gftfeufas & ufada e g ar
39k Hifecd § off 31a9d IRads <@ ol fHelT | 37d: 8H %8 9hd & fh
uRkfeerfaa fret off 9o & Wfec & faw smeR wet s wehdt € 1 o
TS AL <91 H ST e 3TR IR ST 2, 991 & g
ifec e ot Toer | Tt feafa & et of 77 & wnfeca =1 9eft TR
T AT IHHT TeAhd i & T qehren aRfefae st SRt
faT st 7

ST T, Yo A STIGeRT ol HHE Faq 1050 § Feld 1375 Tk
freifia foran ® 1" @ o171 fagm 99 700 €. 9 1400 €. Tk enfaepral
et TR0 d € | I% 1Aty TEIeRT 700 I Y S ¥ | SfEHA Bt
HTet w1 5w ot i i 9, Afer 8 T &g 9 © fo Teeifas
38 ¥ I8 g7 STHAL, SSTohdl, T[B-hete a9l TS &l I o1 | Th
SR forcelt SHHUTRIRET ol YaTe STRT o, TR 3TR YRS FHI=T TRER
AT o TR 71 TU & | HeRa®y RA i STl 9o AR IS &

* geres Yo, et favm, aoeta geifaemes, fear




118 Haryana History Congress - 5" Session

TRt ot 1647 5. T TS THAHA St GG o T ST YRA H hs 4 IH
%1 T T T | F€F T o &G ASTYa! ST STel o oX-9Td o RO
ST T & AE H I 9 BI-BI Tod § fa9h 81 71 P

THY R 3TE &1 § aifed s g g¥ Ui a1 qd i TR ae
| 36 HHA 3T 1 TR TRA 1 & Teh 3T o | GEraag-To-
FHIFTH = G i T foenel ¥1 a9 iR 5y & T [l &l
TSI T ST SToHT T wenfud s < 1 @ faseft STehHusRt Rd W
Tecl ot STHHY hd Wd & | Ao Jormg-fo-a1fad 3 <1 &t vt
TSI Rl STcafereh geiford fohar | Termiar TSTqa TSIt - TSI <1 o
TR T8l i SR 9% TUISd B o AR 71 | 21 781, B WA=t 3
e el & HRU e -foaa-H1fam & wgea of & | 9Ra |
ST W % WIgHIE 1 9HH =R qU B T | I T St aeh
HHHMI A TR 56 h1 W16 8| 1Rl | SHRT THE HRUT 98 o1 fh 9rd
! fEH HHTe W 7 ah o uihene TS foeme 9159 gy
7g ot Ta <reran © TR Saemo qsnsii o i § S1fee wfa 78 ot o,
R feh TeehTel S ST o Hfd JoraaT STEH o1 WBd 9 |

el FTeal H TS T8 T HeHE TSl oial | 36 9RA T 3Tk
STHA T | ST G T ot o sRd o ot Fafean 1 o1 oToeit S
I TR T8 RA ki HHIST H Fow T T | GSTa, ShiTTel, A, AT,
SHIe], T ST SIS 3G I T T I8 IR HAURT T Y
AR TSI AT T P 5ok TG 39 HINTY o HiGT ohi STIR IRI1T 1 T
SR ST TS = 71 | S I8 9RA H 379 o3 i T T8 BT
=T T | ST THHT e o7 — Il i € Y Bl Tl of M | 39
e # et e femeny 7 3faa & faan & -

" JOETHM STHHURRI ST8T-STel T 37814 el ohi STl o 9o oI T

TG A1 A HIE AT SR TEATH DT He[el U A1 R QT SR STl ThR

FA YA TAT H W HIE 9 THS A & a TR T | A & fag

TR T 71

Sfeqor YRA 1 ATl U1 TS 561 ol gl 9Rd | 3799 T o
foaR =2 &1 o | g8 afe el ST AT Al dl TEIEd: TS 3aHT
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IR 7 Y AT | TIRG 1 -aIRgal! wareal § fo@l § IR, TSR # =ieH
T il § TESAT! ol TG TS o1 | UL 9 A1 | Uehdl b1 HIG]
el o | STeR-TT- 3T 1 TRER SR-TTE T 9 |

123l SIaTeal H GEAHH! A Teh IR IH: STHHU i ST Y i & |
Gt SR TS o k! ol TRITST hich TIRTSEI g TR = o1l bt e
AT HTA & | TS & I WRA i fasra T ot (24 fora | 39 o7 eh
IR @t W STHH fhT | T STad: el o TSI STIa< i el 9
el & Sae geaivs <ie™ i ufufsd s & Toet g1 T aen o1 o
SEES Sl AR foddl W qfers |1 sl Tenfud o fam | sgd: TsTgdl
i TSI 1 {&A SHRUT ST SATheh T o7 | T8 SATHIA Sl I
TS TR o, TR o XA AL o |

ST oo § 978 1 o T8 81 ST § foh STGehTei TSTidh
uRRfeerfaal T8 wete ¥ I o | 91 & T fawg Temei | o o,
AR 3 7T TSI ST H LN RIS T 9 | e od APIA1 & HROT
T el i & 9 TS T o |59 geud ° <. =g aut 1 sfaa &
faan @ -

“59 YRR ST ART i TSHIAh ST hald Ygg IETEd o STIE
T IogEe AR e fie oft, Tkl o1 19 ot | oS T s 8 g
o, FT W &fior SR Ffere off | <o st W o 9 | e sl ug
T R off | ST R TSR Stra iR & et off | IREafe 62 iR
R T H TR 9 18 & | TR Tnifaes aong fe=g o w1 Has:
&7 AT SEATH Tl 1 3T o1 | 55 7 39 w7 Fearfa vt 71 T on forew
*7E off Tk Ygfa Wi H WM 7 21 Gkl | =T I S § R Fe
Bl o STSHHT BT &5 Had: Ufed U e You off | Fetd: 61 &l
T ST I S1 UF TAER § o w9 9 difeq of | et sron o1 fasra
oft 34T & H 21 1 TQT o1, S7q: TR GH &<l ohiet Tifecd STshHT iR
g ot T Teafe 1 gfqwer &1

It B STt | I SR T[Eehars I TRl =R o1 @, Tk
R off 3 7 o wnfecr okt fmior oft FRa 2ra <t | el & TRedl Sramt
Toh Teirel IR HIHR Hfefeh ToA1 o g o T8 | 3T=<a e, AT,
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Fh, S, T, TeRIER, fagmry snfe sea-wmet 36t 3 # sca=
BUIR Yayfa, Higd oTR STaca 31fs Heehd o Wi o 39 h1el &t
9 T | 3y wifeca H S wfgat J fowm anem fean | sees &g g
o ¢ o7 FIa AT T ¢ S GHI] STAUR AT i I HiaAr
T IcT bl © | 38 hIcl o FaGT 3 STUYS & Wg-T1e Tk oo § |ifec
1 FaTor foRa 1 59 1 H Tt 9o H off |ifec =<l ol STl W1 88 |
AT 38 B9 TN AT e aF 3Tfereh qehgTd =i | Tt ofiR redt 3 g
et arn H wnfecy frmtor fomen | femar-fune, Bftreft oWk erareg efeemra
i HS 3T T TN ¥ S8 Figerearrar e geairerrarsdt qeH
I A forelt T8 f 9ot &, qEeHHl & IMEAwT § ST - Rl
TSI o e off, SAfehe fRY oft 38 shret o it vronedi & shreat Tornsii
1 fHT07 3T | ThTeiT STTehisn hid SR Hid & 3R A o797 STFFRa
I FFE HA H o 3T NS o FWi-WY AR SR FIR F off Gt
U Toham 72T | 59 Y H <. goRHT STt ohl F=faiEd e i
TR fag gm-

“Tagl A STayw % T ik et i AT forat | Suit e sveriq
fet 9 <faa wfec oft 30 w9 T foran | SR 36 99 5 Al
SH-Ygf | R TET, Tel Tewt Wifec S bt wreistt, gtass fefe,
sTeRienstt enfe w1 wfafafie w2 w1 o) Hega & wfa s gfaw
% SgIed W a1 3T9YY & hia o TER H i1 9 | ot el € T T
T ot S Wifeca o WAy 9 qeohTel uieafast i feet 9 o sgifea
H G o

BT § e, el Fat Sg e A TS o 3=l W Wd gY
3T¥eh Tl ot A1 1 | 7T FETT FAGoIGHT i THAT AT STaH |
1290 § H T off | GER T I@IR&T ! AT 1315 3 H 79 I THI
T =t off | 98 T @1 i ScdTd o Tw-4 | YAferd 9 3T i @
7iien @ TfSE 9@ TME & IRIRE Foa] g1 1@ W98 i Uaeh el
feell © | FRgAR 3% e Sl TA Hiqdl | qaitdes yfag IR freg
T foreh UTHIIIe T § | 37eh o173 TS SHfa OR, TTaaR #ige],
YT fafy, T8 58 Jha g F
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o<t wfeca o1 Afqeprar ot U1 2TUaTE &l T | YRGS Hifecd | a8
T qeAehRTelE AW § srefifed fohan Sian €1 39 et ° & R g
1 T TN 35 T Teehleiie TSTTeh, Ao, ©Tfieh qel Hikhiah
wRfeerfea sga s Saer € | fa<t & il wfec ot o ufkferfat
3 gurferd foran, ST faa=a ST YR © -
1. 3B H I8 o =R RN T 9| 1 e o | SEH I8 $TeheR |
3T SRR SR & fog-Hfer T W oe fean 3R o797 T &
<fier T Gge ford | 38k g SEITR A Toa-faear ot 3T fae e f
fean | sifeeh oA, Gt 1R el o forenTe W e1are™ e fean | Sk &
T SESTE] Toml o TITE TR S5 | STk S shiel & i <l shrad T |
31 TeTHIfdeh M & heraey ifecd B o} seficashdl o1 fasrg 8
S | VIESTel T il G, Wi 3R Tgig &1 i o1 | Wd Sewg
Tifeed, el quT WERfd & UH 9| ESEl i Yog & UL 39k A
SAUTIR & fau Ted ot | 3RS 3 379 oIS 918 SRT 1 94 Hhich
T ohi SIFTER FETe ot | STRTSTel ohl S ATHTsd - foed qern enfies
STAfESLdT T I o1 | 37q: Wifecd, el AR Hifd HT a1 e o | 98
@ wdl ygfa 1 SAfE o 3R STsiieH I3 & oed @ | 98 1 @ =H
T 331 IR 7 & 39 forelt 3R 1 = 9 d e | SHeht g o 94T his
AT IATUHRRT el GoTl | 3Tq: Head A HASR & T AR 1A
TTHTST T 9= B o |

HEIT IMEA & HASR 8 H 3HE G & IMTeh] 3 W= T
T Y far | veTme | st SR, e H Teiga ofR g § W
TR 331 Tk 9 | TEWIE 3R STEASIE QT o SHHT + T AT
I Lo Y TG | SUR SIS Tl ol STHRCIANST! § T SelehT STIH §dl
1 TR & o | Toh-Teh Thleh 9} TST 39k 37eiF €14 7T | Shad
T TS o & el sifeeh AUel AR faerat ot Tifd o See-aa off
T 7 D! T T | IRl T STIEH T I AT I3 Afdewra &
SAEhTe H SIS 79 Tt SRl HsTed ohid =t 1T | 77eT 31k faaral Siet
Yo WAT o 3% WA I T Hehl | ST gOURUMT I8 g o &
St o Wi STTReTETET 9 T SR THdt i faae weemd yafgd gt
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=l T | TawroeRy, S-Sl 3R el o Yoela foataarn &
3TGTS & Y |

T8 YR BH SEd § o SIS i 9 o 9T 39 SARITURIE!
T TaITal ATl ST ASTHITdh T & e-a1e] Afaes g F off vaq &
T 9T | STehT AR T G- TR AfE-u 271fg # e o |

Ofq-=rat 1 wfefeaen ufikfeafaar «ff s =& of | i 1 v
IR 7 & ot o | Ffaerreliy shia ST97 STHHRT i faerst Jid @l qa
FH & fau ¥R G HTA-TTA F @I 911 FHerl 3R Aifed FHad
TS 1 HIEHA SFeRT T8 T 9 | 30 99 o1 ifecd 3197 3=d SA1eei 9
iR o o | stfuehier fa Hemd o T=m! &1 Tohal ek @RI 3R
SR Ty T o o9 & | o oft oot S8 fedii 3 58 iat § {8 aik
T 9™ S ot forar |

A SR § o7 off W o y=ferd off | R wREt &g of

STFISTA BT YT hA H T g I | 39 YR 1A AR el § JguH
1 gafa St S @ ot | faerg s1ea feft 3Tk gmfkendn w1 stfiepfus
forehTa B o | . foraspaR vt = 30 9k # foran &

" gmeRt (gmieRar) < Afqertelta eI T el Hel ST Fehl | $Heh
g HS I Thlc= RN i FAGRA 3R 39 T7F & =qfesh =
el W ¥ | &<t wfa 1 56 999 & Sl BRE-HiG § e oAl
I @ ot

325 g4 o feTet Theteh aTel vfbehTal 1 Sfaerd i gfF & S 9l o
ST T HHT § - (1) 1375 €. F 1583 H., (2) 1583 H 1700 Taiq TF |
TUH R H Qe 991, dral 991 7 a1 fgdia wreave ¥ g foeH
ST, gAY, TR, SRR, WTesTal qe STmsie 3 9 o |

S STk TTerd 17072 o ShT NI SIGRITE o 19 § WiHg eih
1 T G Gere - fo-qrTeteh STeT g Ui o Wi SSRET shia qen
foren STt o, S SHeR ST ST qieten &fHes €9 § STafesy
o7 S8 ohg Yo A Togig ot SIreH-oeen § foaea & fean | i
BRI IR T 1 T JI fohar 721 WX HeHg 3e (§9 1412) i
T o A1 P S TAE aTl | 566k oG I8 99 qea i Aeed
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3T | 38k 3T g Sanfed aet 9 et a9 o XTI STeR
e SR Sale o TSI B o oG el i ST 85 | e el oh
IMEA-hTEA H 3T BI-BIS T SIY AT, TSI, SR, ST, SewH
9 | AT A WHA-HAET H Gedl A Dl I TRl | Th-Tah Tl B
T e HTg H THeT {531 7 | SR, R eI a9 vesTel et e
TTET WIHTST Ueh Yg&dl 1 SHAT: YTH Al § | STH STeheR 1 TTHTA
% ST | 390 9 8 o1 | 397 feg-TIAHM & o7 i T I e
1 TId Y TTEH oh! REH T&TIIAR(Ed oM o1 d fora | 3R syeer &
TG TTd o Hid Ge8 1 FHST HIR] T3¢ 1A ohi T i | I8 Hid
T 1662 H FHIE 3TeheR & T § forgt ¢ | fraent fetfa S Sieft € 15
A1 H whia = YRE H Torafa, FR It - e SiR o7 Arar- T @
TAERR foRa § 1 9% @ 178 Wl H § °

UTehd H HAT-HMed o Fd e o oy T a1 I8 T 9 T8dh
W T - YHigE, Amgd Td TS | Wishd o shenn-Tiel o1 yoree =iy
IEd el 9 I T o1 A TIRe - s ! Ideal | TS WH e 9
TH &5 T S1YAYd I a7 " 36 1l § SRAT H 7r07g T3 STaysl
oqT9T ki Weh fd & Foraent Tomn gl & ufag wfa disr grr 1113 3. °
I TS | 3HH 239 iRt Ty 1 9Ra wA-ag R TR 138w
Y TEAI, Shid 3 TR I3 o AT o THI 3T U1 A8k T3 hi YoM 9
T W1g ok fTu sl off 2 fawe # W YA i Tmes Heequl U9
e TUmeRR gR e SiF fage o 2

39 HIA H fegall & Seaart § Heehd Yo off, et SIaeh! o ThREt
I TIHT & T TwR foran | wRE § o Heha el 1 3TIaTR
3T | HRTHRA oh1 TS7a74T < 19 © STIATG §3T | /S WEeh A fe ol off
HrcHTfed e | Tett, Wiehd SfX STayer st ToE el & gedt T,
Gk =1 W forferd et g i -—an €1 T | it o o 7 o Y
T WA g | TTehd 3T HET& Y ohi T&T = Shi Toh!, STAYL Twiedi o
e QT Il H I ST ol 9 T80 i ol | STAHe H qaad
RIS o foeRTd & |1-H1e Seh-Faferd ST ITeaeti ot off goret
T | FIRS, o1 A TR, TG, Tk heA & IR0 THeld © |
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TFT & Hifeed Hh 3R Yo+t SH1 &9 | & e avig-fama g,
{fa, ifq onfe & | R 9 e &4 fa@ T | afweea Saa
il Jerell, TR, THeA R, ST TS H TR <9, FHeapfa ot e iR o
! AT & WY STHRIE & Hied o1 <34 o § 1 Ife-wfec
ATeh—TXcTh QI hl Ta91 AT § |

TRl ek ST Tl faw! fecd ki TerITdeh aiRiefaat o = &
1 S o &0 |l ST € T vRaa o STegfes o1 o6t Uishan @it &
IE (1757 .) H PSRN &1 BR & 91 G | 1757 5. ® 9Tt R TSIt
1 SITHR, T 1764 5. H FRR o g H T7Te1 GHUTE IME STTH i T,
T 1765 . H el o G o A% a7, ToIgR TR IS ol e IR SISt
1 ATYHR, T 1803 o 3T AR AHARI o g5 T TSI ohi TS, 1849
3. H Feral o1 9o 991 1856 3. | 318 W TSI o1 SAfHeRR 71fg srerett
o o1 Trgul TR 31T o S7efie 21 77 | o T B o anA e s
heIT SR AT STRISH bt WS TEUH hi i 3T o HRT ST LM
TSt faarfedt qen foramT g1 Uehsle BIe 1857 3. | 31irsil o ufd fohat
T fogie 19 wem wad st S o1 TiRa et S &, | & g e
T YRET BT 1 1857 5. o TagIe & oI5 3% SUSa ¥ o 99" i
TITY qen foeeifan & T &) T 2R 39S 915 2fd: WRaa
farfesr AT 1 SufTaw sd1 § 11858 3. H faa i o S9umas & oig
ST gRT AT Afefan, Seaforer R wemgfes Fifadi # S0 dR W
qfeRi, S sheret foama €1 S § | S9eh SiTe HRd whi STHI W e Hewyol
FATT St § S T 1885 5. | A i bl TATA], 1905 H ST 41
TR, 1906 H HRTH T i A9, |9 1914 H 99H a9 45, 1919
2. B JIoie T AN, 1919 | & Shferarere ST gwehivs, 1920 H st
1 STIGAN STRIeH, T 1920 ¥ 30 Tk TSI i Bk aTct o ST
THA-T6, ¥ 1931-35 T TEHR IR HIF & o9 2 areft fafvm
ieerl, AT 7R Yo o faerfiet, 1936-37 § THaf=r aon wie 3it
311 WAt & AfHvedl &f T, 1939 # fadia faugs, 1939 #
- A =AU T IS, 1940 . H UIREA i A, T 1942 H
IR B! A<, 1945 2. B 5137 B 3SR T o1 TIhR 1 TRTHA, 1946
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g. T NG § AR S o1 STaE ©Y, T 1947 H YRA i AT 371
3R TR =i fe & T4 3Tk THensti S Ronedt goen, onfeis
THE, %0 T 9 < HT 3BT ST G ST HSAT, S F hied
& ST Tdeh TRged hl SR il © |

T T I Fo Teequl AT T drelt T 1 THR R T Sett
a1 1 fafay faensii § faem i s off | o< Tifeca o6t T & ®9 4
TH H1e H R 3Tl AR Tl dlelt Hifee 1 b 1L o | T
ifee & Tvaeh 9 few<l e o T qen 71 § fafas w9 o6 g=e gl |
T el 9 1 fawa-ag a0 el [l i S | 36 hiel 1 Hifed
T qEad! Wifecd § ST fE@ ¢ | SR & I3oh |ifecd STl o g1ef o
3T T T | g1 I & SRR qen e & JoR ¥ Hifee sH-s1 8
aferd B ST o7 | Heaqut o1 9% off foh =rened & ufa wifec o1 &M
a: fos o o | aRe B Wt JH-fae A Sfied & A gy e
o | freT egay 97 &l off | 59 e § - fa9 o1 @8 AT
H g ifdesh o1 | 9 o T Wi - o foru ffera <o
gl o 0 &t sTTavaRd-qfid &g qe $6E fHeERE gr o1 g6 &
v e fren yromett fomfaa §E, foae R0 ara &1 fea &
T | ¥R # &ifHer qe ATHISIeh ®iedl ¥ qih i hamdRe @k o
T, ToramR - 1 ST g7 | {foh geuT & WfeishR SR FHtfsieha]
1 T T TR @ | Si foh qeerdt Hifecd o €9 H o | S8 SR
1 ST T e o1 STE 0T | G201 I & Jaad J I5-UiARIe &
RIS i WSt o e, e 7 sharel TRl ot HREel o |1l Weier
TE gg dfceh 9 foeaml, T = &t Sifveate ot geve wiedl © ot
TSR YA T W T | Tfera ST 9H1st i 9T § ThEddl o1 T Siat
1 THR g7l | FFGATG a1 A R0 3 e o1 A fomam,
Te9 fagT=il & UfaaIeT o J9d 9¥9d §U | Thelea®y difeicas &l o
3T WA GU | F31eTT 1 WER GaT1, 3Tk Thall ST hicTsil ohi LTI S |

IE T FAAT qeA § T g7 i aeerdt g2 yRfefadr 39 g
ifee i off ST gofad st § | SMYfehdhlcia fol Hifec o1 Sif
®Y TAR WA 1 7, ST qehlet giifefae &1 sga o< anmeH )
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ThTCT XTSTTTeh TRIEIT = SR et o e i STt Fefaa
e | smegfeh Tt o 3Tmd-wTT farfest &2 sfoean srast &1 9 |R
IR | T 21 T o1 | 58 P b1 T TG o T1-|1e TR W
TSI o STATAR off JgH o | 2N ST TR IS, Wl STisi 157 9 s
9 | TSI 7 7T BT ST HT e TSt w3 TR o | 37 T
RO & T 1921 H HTH T 7 ST ST STey o, fores
fog-qaeHl 7 dg-Teht YN a1 | 98 STRIc Sueardt o7 | IR,
STIS TR 1 THA =5h =T, GIRETH 1T ohi T g8 SR feg- et
H A STRE 1 T | SAUSH A 59 T o1 s A1 33/ 1 9. 1937 |
TS B SR STFeRar =il § hidd oht TR a1 | 6 1939 H ST g
WHN 781 | AT U T 3R T 1942 H ' 9IRA BIEr A< gal |
SIS TR A QT o TS Tl ! S § 95 L a1 | Feqol g
AT o [T Hod R o | Ao T STOS HrTsgare! vl i
g ST B o1 o1 foh R T 3TR 31f¥eh <X qeh eI STt T2l 1@
ST TRl | Helka®y, 15 3T 1947 hl YRA A T&d—=dl 918 ! | 9o 9
I T ST STIEF A T SHAT 77 | 3H YRR ST TehehTci
TrsrifaeR gffeerfaa fmat god o7 Sereamdt fafew foriedt emr<rer =
ORA HL T off |

3T oh1et o Hfeed qarad Hifecd & forwe iR e, S gl o
it ® | 59 FAoT o1 0T T&1 b1 USTiTeh, FTHTSTeR, SAffer o unfHen
Rferfaa o o1e gRadq € | Tfdertel o Sifec Jeail aoh Hifad o, Sieifsh
efeR Tt 1 GTfecd iafeal oer T ug=n § | emegfer fowt wifecr
SEAT, SATgeha iR fafawyar o1 €, e worasy o fawme Twr
AT THEE SR ITh e ! Geit 3Tl T @1 ¢ | Gfenret= Hife
i T, 919 F Ve, Tl HS TSI o, S ST et i SATTTIHATA
Y ehehTet A MR 7, fgadt g, BEmEmR, Widaw, FErmErg sk
Tt BT | ST STIeT! ohi HfeaT wIgal gaTl T4 SXHIRY qeh Tg T
139 YR T H 12k, Tehich!, ST, HeMT, Sa], e, e,
HIeTeh ST 3TIfG 3Tk ol faeai o1 5T goTl 3R 3 31 foe
I UTH GE & | 3T 3 Tqed o7t Suaferat o R fag-ufas € 1 7=
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ot TdTsal & TRE H YR i Gifeferes =S gum €9 9 T8 Ad
% 9 T ST §S, TR TR Teieht I8 ST THEI1S! o1 ¥9%1 shid
o -+ Trener wfeferer yafaar o fe<t wifec 1 wenfaa =
Suill
U e o TR R el S Fehal & fob STegfeh I ot i,
IR, HTfHeR, 3ATfeieh T Hifefead aRfefaal o sa-=a giedd
g0 | Tt wnfeca o1 71 BT | % STohet 19319 § Ufad= i1 v |
Tt a1 o1 forehT™l 571 et g8 TRiEefaal ot &t aRum el ST Hehdl ¢ |
37: YR Te Teiey foramemsti, gen-Tesiene, ifieisH e, e,
HedTETE, Feefere, T aAvoree, Tdishdle, SAfhare, e o7fe 3
Tt ifeca o eTegfer g bt wenfoa fepan 1
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10
Forgetting Kotla (Kotila) the Khanzadas Capital:

Its Monuments and History

*Altaf Hussain

A very rich historical village Kotla (Kotila) presently located in Nuh District
(formerly Mewat) Haryana, served as the capital of the Khanzadas during
medieval times. Historically, the place fascinated and host many Delhi
Sultanate and Mughal rulers who imprinted a significant influence on the
history of Kotla and Mewat area. Its remains can still be found in the various
historical structures particular in a mosque, fort, tomb and Kotla lake. But,
as aresult of the negligence of the state government, the original configuration,
shape and architecture of these important monuments are on the edge of
destruction. Hence, this paper will scrutinize and commemorate the rich
heritage of Kotla monuments and its history.

Kotla village is situated in the small valley of Kala Pahad (Aravali range).
The name Kotla properly belongs to the fort on the hill above. Currently,
Kotla village is located more than 60 kms from Gurugram district and around
13 kms from Nuh district headquarter. Kotila or Kotla is a historic village of
Haryana that coordinates Latitude 28.0137 North and Longitude 76.937668
East. Kotla village covering a total geographical area of 1233 hectares, Kotla
has a population of 2,344 people, 348 total household and 35.7% male and
10.6% female literacy rate as per 2011 census report. Currently, Kotla village
is one of backward village in Nuh (Mewat) district in all development
parameters.

Rise of Khanzada State (1389-1527) in Mewat

The village Kotla has a very rich history particularly during medieval times.
Kotla was the capital and chief fortress of the Khanzadas chief Bahadur Nahar,

* Assistant Prof., Department of History, Kirori Mal College, University of Delhi, Delhi.
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where he received the envoys sent by Timur. The site was definitely preferred
by Khanzadas for security purpose. Because interestingly Kotla, on the eastern
side it was protected by Kotila Lake, which is from 4 to 5 miles in length by
upwards of 2 miles in breadth.! Even Babur mentioned that when any alarms
or attack occurs they embark in their boats and make their escape. Even
Cunningham stated that this site was probably chosen by Khanzadas for
security reasons. In fact, the Mewatis always did retire from Kotila as soon as
the enemy appeared before it. Kotla was one of their distinguished citadels.?
Secondly, there were traces of walls with earthen mounds or ramparts covering
the village, from which the occupants could escape up the ravine, and over
the hill, on the appearance of a large force. In fact, Kotla village entirely
encompassed by the hills, except for where a small funnel-like pass gives
ingress to it. Right in its front, is the Kotla Jhil, which when fills up with
water, leaves an only way to pass along, that is, through a narrow strip of
land between the lake and the hill. The remains of a breast-work along the
face of the hill and across the mouth of the pass still exists, while on the hill
above the village is a small demolished fort. Some of the buildings there still
carry witness to its former significant importance.® So, it is clear that this site
was important for Khanzadas for security purpose.

This is fact that prominence of Kotla is mainly associated with the
emergence of Khanzada’s state in the Mewat region. Tughlaq dynasty had
very important role in the history of Mewat because it was the time period
when preaching activities of the Muslim state reached Mewat. The history
of the Khanzadas of Mewat begins with the Bahadur Nahar, who embraced
Islam during the days of Firozshah Tughlaq.? His ancestors were Jadon Rajput,
who had ruled over Bayana and Tahangar before the invasion of Muhammad
Ghori. During the Firoz Shah period, Jadon Rajput Lakhanpal had two
sons, Sambharpal and Sumitra Pal (Sanparpal). The former took the name
of Bahadur Nahar and gained control over Sarehta (situated 4 miles to the
east of Tijara) while the latter took the name of Chhaju Khan and got the
possession of Jhirka. Cunningham stated that two brothers embraced Islam
in order to save their estates from annexation by FirozshahTughalg. It is said
that Bahadur have received the title of Nahar from Firozshah because he had
killed a tiger single-handed. His usual residence have been at kotila, a fort of
difficult access on the top of the high range of hills about 60 miles to the
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south of Firozabad just outside the south gate of the modern city or
Shahjahnabad.’In the early days of their reign, Indori, Kotla, and Tijara used
to be their capitals. Later they extended their dominion up to the town
‘Alwar’, which then became their capital.

Bahdur Khan or Bahadur Nahar is one of the most prominent figures in
Delhi Sultanate history for about a dozen years just before and after the
invasion of Timur. Bahadur Nahar Khan and his descendants with their
stronghold at Kotla holds an important position in Delhi politics. For instance,
in about 793 CE. FirozshahTughlaq advanced against Kotla and encamped
on the bank of the ‘Dahand’ or “Dahar” the lake which led Bahadur Nahar
to flee to Jhirka.® Sultan Firozshah Tughlaq had a keen interest in hunting
wild beasts, therefore he constructed a fortress near a lake at Kotla in the
Kala Pahad (Aravali range) ridge for the purpose of undertaking royal hunts.”

After death of Firozshah Tughlaq, Ghiyas-ud-Din had succeeded him
for around five months. After his murder the succession struggle broke out
in Delhi, Bahadur Nahar become the strong supporter of Sultan Abu Bakar
Shah, son of Zafar Khan grandson of Firozshah and leader of the one of the
factions of the Firozi slaves. But another son of Firozshah, Muhammad Shah
(1390-94 CE) become the Sultan of Delhi with the help of other fraction
of the Firozi slaves. Thereafter, Abu Bakr fled to Kotla, Bahadur Nahar’s
fortress in Mewat.® Many Firozi slaves also whose loyalty to the Muhammad
Shah was suspected were killed while many others fled with their families
to Kotla, seeking refuge with Bahadur Nahar.” On the fall of Delhi to
Timur in 1398, during the reign of Mahmud Shah Tughlaq (1395-1413
CE), several prominent nobles like Masnand Ali, Khizr Khan, Mubarak
Khan and Zirak Khan took shelter in the hills of Mewat, which as usual,
became a sanctuary for the fugitives flying from Delhi. Nusrat Khan, a son
of Fateh Khan and the eldest son of Firuz Tughlak came from Mewat to
Delhi in 1399 and proclaimed himself as the king under the title of
Nasiruddin Nusrat Shah. He was defeated by the minister of Sultan Mahmud
and had to take refuge in Mewat where he died soon after. In 1395, Khizar
Khan, the founder of Sayyid dynasty, had also taken shelter in Mewat. So
Kotla emerges as important shelter place for the many rulers, nobles and
Firozi slaves.

Many important battles were also fought at Kotla. On 31 August 1390,
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a decisive battle was fought at Kotla, in which Abu Bakr Shah and Firozi
slaves were defeated. Later Abu Bakr Shah and Bahadur Nahar came out of
the Kotla fortress and asked for amnesty. Muhammad Shah’s son, Humayun
khan gave a robe to Bahadur Nahar and sent him back to Mewat, but
imprisoned Abu Bakr and sent him to Meerut where he later died.'’ In
A.H 824 or 1421 CE, Khizar Khan Sayyid marched into Mewat, besieged
the fort of Kotla captured it and then finally demolished'' Mewat remained
unsettled and rebellious, throughout Mubarak’s reign. Mubarak Shah also
attacked the Mewat and put down an insurrection. The Meos fled to their
mountain fortresses, desolating their villages.'? Thus for about three centuries,
Mewat and Kotla remained an uncertain and problematic tract for the rulers
of Delhi Sultanate. The Mewattis remained persistently antagonistic and
defiant, all over the period. Delhi Sultanate rulers try to subjugate and gain
control over Kotila and Khanzada state on regular intervals.

Hasan Khan Mewati, who fought against Babur in the battle of Khanwa
was an illustrious chieftain of Mewat. He dwells in the hearts of millions
living in Mewat. He is still recalled as a valiant warrior who fought shoulder
to shoulder with Rana Sangha, and his allies against the Babur, the founder
of Mughal Empire in India. But Kotla lost its importance in the late Mughal
Empire with decline of the Khanzada chieftains. During Akbar’s time, Kotla
was important pagrana of Tijara Sarkar. Kotila was also important grain
market during Akbar’s times. More importantly, the historical Kotla village
still carries great medieval remains in the form of Fort, a Mosque and Jhil.
These monuments are the testimony of the village rich history. Let us discuss
the significance of these historical monuments and lake.

Kotla Jhil

Kotla Jhil is about three miles long from north to south and 2.5 miles
broad was the largest of the Gurgaon lakes." FirozshahTughlaq build a
fortress near a lake at Kotla in the Ka/a Pahad (Black Mountain) ridge for
the purpose of undertaking royal hunts.'* The Kotla Lake also attracted
Babur, who visited it and called it “the tank of Kotila.” He describes it as

“one of its banks is formed by the side of a hill, and the river Manisni flows
into it. It is a broad tank but does not look well from either of its sides.

Amid the tank is a high-level ground, and around it is several small boats.
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When any alarm, dilemma or confusion occurs, the inhabitants of the towns,
who reside on the banks of the tank, embark in their boats and make their

escape. When I arrived there several people got into their boats and rowed
into the middle of the lake”"

Formerly a more important river, the Rupareil, entered the district
from Alwar and passed up the Firozpur valley along with the Landoha
channel. But unfortunate, this river either was artificially diverted or
naturally found out its present course into Bharatpur.’ In the pre-
independence days, this lake used to top up due to the flood water from
the Aravali hills. The total catchment of the lake is spread over 30 square
miles. Currently, Haryana government has taken up the responsibility of
the developmental work of Kotla lake, located in Mewat, for exploiting
the surplus flood water of river Yamuna for irrigation, drinking and
recharging the depleting groundwater.

Kotla Fort

On the top of the hill, there is a huge structure of ruined fort. The Kotla
fort still exists but is unoccupied. Its northern wall, with its gate at the
north-east corner, is still standing erect. It rises about 600 or 700 feet
above the village. As the rocky hill is generally very hurried, the only
approach from the east to the fort remains a narrow foot-path.'” Kotla fort
is covering about the four acres of land, surrounded by high ramparts with
ravines and battlements. The fort building is divided into two parts; one
area was for royal houschold and other for the guard and stable. Many
buildings are in double storey there. The gateway is arch way (Plate 1).
This fort is largely unguarded. The fort is built of massive blocks of stone
and rectangular plans (Plate 2).

Historians claim that Bahadur Nahar got the fort constructed during
the reign of Feroz Shah Tughlaq. Huge trails of mountain stones form a
boundary all across while the ramparts of the fort are partially ruined, and
enclosures are open to the air. Several beliefs and legends surround the fort.
Some villagers even say that it is possessed by djinns (spirits), while others
share a popular story that develops resonance among various villagers. Kotila
fort is in an extremely awful and unpleasant situation presently.
The culture of Haryana dates back to the vedic times and the people are
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Plate 2: Highly Embanked wall of Kotla fort
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Jama Masjid Kotla

Jama Masjid is an elegant stone masjid, on a high mound, in the middle of
the old town (Plate 3), with a tomb standing right in front of it, in the
middle of a large enclosure. Bahadur Nahar tomb is now completely ruined
and washroom now constructed in that area. The tomb was constructed in
red sandstone with help of around 12 pillars. The construction of the Jama
Masjid had begun in the reign of Muhammad Shah, son of Firoz Shah
Tughlak, who occupied Kotla during his campaign against the Mewatis in
AH795.

Plate 3: Main complex of the Mosque, Kotla

Cunningham visited this place somewhere in 1882-83 and described
that the monument’s construction did not end till A.H 803, Muhammad
Shah having died in A.H. 796. The Masjid itself is 66 feet long by 35 feet
broad outside and 59.5 feet by 29.5 feet from inside, the breadth being just
half of the length. It consists of three aisles with seven arched openings to the
front, making to a total of twenty-one spans, of which only the middle one
is covered by a tiny dome and the rest have flat roofs. The outer corners at
the back are strengthened by small sloping minars, like those of Firoz Shah’s
time. There is a mihrab in each range of the back wall. The three openings in
each end walls are closed by stout lattices of red stone. The mosque itself is
composed of squared quartzite blocks.'®

Cunningham further mentioned that the Masjid stands at the western
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end of a grand end of a grand courtyard which is 92 feet in length to the
inner side of the entrance gateway. The gateway itself was a square domed
building of twenty-five and a half feet frontier and is surmounted by a
dome of diameter fourteen and a half feet but presently, there is no siegn
of any gateway. It is approached by a grand flight of twenty steps on its
three outer sides. Over the doorway and covered from the weather, there is
a prolonged inscription giving the data of the building. The flight of steps
is 15 feet high. The courtyard is bounded on each side by a thick wall,
pierced with eight openings which probably were filled with lattices,
originally. Unfortunately, not a single structure out of these exists now and
nearly the whole of the south wall has fallen.” Inside the court and within
6 feet of the Masjid, there is an open baradari of a twelve pillared tomb, 21
feet square which was once covered by a dome (Plate 4). This building
entirely consists of red sandstone. Neither there are any epitaphs or
inscriptions nor do people know anything about it. No name is attached
to it.*

Plate 4: Inside View of the Mosque, Kotla

The following is the text and translation of the inscription engraved
over the entrance gateway of the Masjid. The inscription with translation® is
as under:
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SRS IS

“The Jami Masjid was founded during the time of Mubammad Shah,
son of Firoz Shab, by his Highness (MajlisAali) Babadur Khan after the
desecration of the temple (Butkhana) in the town of Sambhaliki. Every
year the Hindus from all the parts used to come in crowds to worship the
idol. When the Khan heard this, he went there, pulled down the temple,
and with the remnant material founded this mosque in the year 795
(A.H). Soon after came the Mughal invasion, in which the Khan was
involved. He then handed over the work to the Khanzada Hatim Khan.
The dome of the gateway was finished by the exertions of Jamil Malik
Kamar-din and by the labours of Mukarrab-ud-din, the headman of
Shadi. The mosque was finished by Khwajah Aziz on the 12" of Rabi-
ul-awal, 803 A.H. (Sunday, 31 October 1400, CE.)

In recent times, we have noticed many changes in the real structure
and architecture of the Jama Mosque. Even Banani Bhattacharyya, the
Deputy Director of the Department of Archaeology and Museums observed
that many modifications have been made in the mosque on the inside, but
it continues to display its heritage character. It looks antique and the outer
portion demonstrates the magnificence of the mosque’s historicity.”

The inscriptions that Cunningham talks of, can no longer be spotted
at the mosque. Locals in the area deny information of any such inscription.
But I had visited this place in the year 2018 and had spotted an inscription
there. Even Bhattacharyya asserted that the department officials, including
her, had spotted the inscription a year ago and the department has a
photograph of the same. Still, the mosque seems sturdy and demonstrates
its authentic colours and elements on the outside. However, the inner
portion of the mosque has undergone massive alterations over the years.”
Currently, the mosque is used by the villagers for daily prayers. A madarsa
runs adjacent to the mosque. The original area of the mosque has remained
unchanged over the years, but some new constructions have taken place
on the premises. I observed that new washrooms have been constructed on
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the left side of the mosque. As far as the tomb is concerned, only 6 pillars
out of the 12 original pillars remain. Collapsed portions of the six pillars
can be spotted in the courtyard. They camouflaged six remaining pillars of
the mosque.

I have interacted with the local people residing there. They constantly
stated that there was no such inscription in the mosque. They sacred carrying
out a discussion about the mosque and its recent alternation. First they
asked my name, occupation and village then after they agreed to discuss
about recent change and inscription. They also informed that they have
made alteration the real structure of the mosque on the endorsement of
Imam of Jami Masjid, Nuh.

The more surprising fact is that, right in June 2018, the Haryana state
government initiated the process of taking the Kotla mosque and fort under
State protection for conservation as per the provisions of the Punjab Ancient
Historical Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remainsact, 1964. But
unfortunately, until today, neither a single concrete step has been taken in
this regard nor the State Department of Archaeology and Museums is
promising to preserve these monuments under their control. I am worried
that if the State Administration of Archacology and Museum and local
administration will not look after these historical monuments then soon
their real shape and architecture would disappear for forever.

Conclusions

So, the Kotla, once the capital of Khanzada and its monuments had a great
historical prominence during medieval times. This place served as the
hotspot of the medieval political arena. Some key battles were fought in
Kotla. Kotla was also preferred shelter for rebel and fled nobles during
Delhi Sultanate. It also fascinated and played host to many rulers, who left
an indelible imprint on the history of Mewat. The remnants of their legacy
can still be found in the various monuments and lake. But due to sheer
negligence of the state and local district administration, this place and its
monuments have lost their relevance, elegance and the original shape. The
local people of Mewat and mainstream historians have been continuously
forgetting and overlooking the rich history of Kotla and its monuments.
It is very painful and sad to note that mostly these monuments are in very
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bad shape and need proper care and conservation from the concerned

agencies to maintain their glory and the medieval significance of the place.

Reference

L.

©

hd

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

Alexander Cunningham, Report of A Tour in Eastern Rajputana in 1882-83, vol. XX,
Office of the Superintendent of Government Printing India, Calcutta, 1885, p. 129.
1bid.

Punjab District Gazetteer; Gurgaon District, 1883-84, Arya Press, Lahore, 1884, p. 53.

For more information on origin and conversion of Khanzadas see Altaf Hussain,
“Khanzadas of Mewat: An Ethno-Historical Overview”, Journal of Advances and Scholarly
Researches in Allied Education, vol. 15, Issue No.12, December 2018, pp. 674-78.

A. Cunningham, Report of a Tour in Eastern Rajputana, p. 15.

H.M. Elliot and John Dowson, The History of India as Told by Its own Historians, vol. IV,
Trubner and Co. and Paternoster Row, London, 1872, p. 25.

Shams-iSiraj Afif, Tarikh-i-Firozshahi, in the History of India as Told by Its Own Historians,
vol. ITI, ed. H.M. Elliot and John Dowson, Low Price Publications, New Delhi, 2001,
p. 354.

Yahiya bin Ahmad bin’ Abdullah Sirhindi, Zzrikh-i-Mubarakshabi, translated by Henry
Beveridge, (Reprinted), Low Price Publications, New Delhi, 1996, pp. 153-54.
1bid., p. 159.

H.M. Elliot and John Dowson, The History of India as Told by Its own Historians, vol. 1V,
p-25.

Yahiya bin Ahmad bin’ AbdullahSirhindi, 7arikh-i-Mubarakshabi, p. 192.

Hasim Amir Ali, The Meos of Mewat: Old Neighbours of New Delhi, Oxford and .B.H
Publishing, New Delhi, 1970, pp. 24-25.

Gurgaon District Gazetteer, 1883, p. 53.

Shams-i Siraj Afif, Tarikh-i-Firozshahi’ in the History of India as told by its own Historians,
vol. ITI, p. 354.

Babur, Baburnama,vol. 11, trans. A. S. Beveridge, E.].W Gibb Memorial Trust, London,
1921 (Reprint), Low Price Publication, New Delhi, 1995, p. 370.

Gurgaon District Gazetteer, 1883-84, p. 8.

A. Cunningham, Report of a Tour in Eastern Rajputana, p. 130.

Ihid.
Ibid., pp. 130 = 31.
Ibid., p. 131.

Ibid., Plate, xxxi.
Hindustan Times, 04 April, 2020, URL https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/losing-
oneself-in-kotla-s-history/story-3rLVzUurgN92py720YXAI].html

1bid.



11
Significance of the Jat Kingdom in the Struggle for

Political Supremacy in 18" Century in India: Raja
Suraj Mal and Third Battle of Panipat, 1761

*Dr. Amit Kumar Ravi

The historiography pertaining to the great battle fought on Indian soil in the
eighteenth century, the third battle of Panipat, 1761, focuses significantly on
the two conflicting powers- the Marathas and the Afghans. However, the battle
of Panipat was not exclusively confined to these powers alone. Before the actual
power took place, both powers resorted to forging alliances with the existing
political powers of upper India. One such power was the Jat kingdom. The Jat
kingdom had a very significant role to play in the direct struggle between the
Marathas and the Afghans in the third battle of Panipat that engulfed all the
powers of upper India. In this battle, Raja Suraj Mal chose to support the
Marathas with his military strength and other facilities- even though earlier
Marathas had raided his regions and collected tribute in order to save his
frontiers from further depredation. Nevertheless, Raja Suraj Mal left the
Marathas before the battle took place. The Maratha historiography alleges
that the denial of the demand of making Raja Suraj Mal as regent of Delhi,
after the battle, was the main cause of his desertion. However, this claim is
not corroborated with one of the most reliable primary sources of the
contemporary Jat history viz. Memoirs of Father Xavier Wendel. Father Xavier
Wendel presents the political and military acumen of Raja Suraj Mal in his
advice given to the Marathas. He abandoned the Marathas as he anticipated
the defeat of the Marathas on non-compliance with his strategic advice. On
the contrary, after the battle, his impregnable forts became safe places to take
refuge for the retreating people, towards Deccan, to save their lives. He further
expanded and strengthened his kingdom territorially and economically.

The Jat kingdom emerged as a prosperous and militarily powerful

polity in the eighteenth century India with its maximum territorial

* Assistant Professor, Department of History, Indira Gandhi National Tribal University,
Amarkantak, Dist.- Anuppur, Madhya Pradesh.
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expansion till 1767. It was during Suraj Mal’s rule that the regions acquired
by the Jats were recognized as a state and the title of the Raja bestowed on
him by Safdar Jang, the Wazir of the Mughal Empire, on account ‘of the
greater part of the lands this side and beyond the Jamuna in the suba of
Agra and vicinity, subject to an annual contribution which was agreed to
be delivered to the treasury.’! Suraj Mal became a prominent ally of the
Wazir, Satdar Jang and accompanied the latter in his expedition against
the Bangash Pathans, Ahmad Khan Bangash in 1750.2 Safdar Jang, though
after the humiliating defeat at the hands of the Bangash Pathans, formed
an alliance by inviting the Marathas and the Jat king Suraj Mal. For this
military alliance Safdar Jang offered to pay 25,000 rupees to 35,000 rupees
per day to the Maratha generals Jayapa Sindhia and Malhar Rao Holkar,
and 15,000 rupees per day to Raja Suraj Mal.3 Suraj Mal also joined Safdar
Jang in the latter’s rebellion against the central authority and attack on
Delhi. Here it is important to acknowledge that in 1753, it was Madho
Singh, Raja of Jaipur, who mediated with the Mughal Emperor Ahmad
Shah to get the offences of Suraj Mal pardoned, for his crime of defying
the central authority, allying with Safdar Jang, and attacking and plundering
the environs of Delhi.# However, after many political upheavals Raja Suraj
Mal was successful in establishing a separate independent principality, the
state of Bharatpur, which earlier enjoyed the protection of the Jaipur state.
He fortified Dig and Bharatpur, and built the palace at Dig.

The fate of the third battle of Panipat was much determined, before
the actual war fought in the field, on the forging of alliances and diplomacy.
The Afghans outplayed the Marathas in making alliances and diplomacy.
Najib-ud-Daulah became the natural ally of Ahmad Shah Abdali as the
territory of the trans-Ganges Afghans (Rohilla Afghans of Katehr/
Rohilkhand and Bangash Pathans of Farrukhabad) lay adjacent to the
expanding frontier of the Afghans till Sarhind, which could be used as a
military base for his further expansion in upper India. Abdali appointed
Najib-ud-Daulah, Mir Bakshi of Hindustan and mukhtar with Mughal
emperor Alamgir II, who worked as his deputy, when he left Delhi in
1757- after setting himself on the throne of Delhi, issuing coins in his
name, and plundering and executing the subjects of Delhi indiscriminately.
After the retreat of Abdali, the Marathas began to expand their frontier
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through depredations in upper India for the claim of their chauth. The
Marathas brought ‘Lahore, Kashmir and other subas on this side Attock
under one rule.”> Therefore, the root cause of the third battle of Panipat
was the dominance of Punjab, due to its economic and strategic importance,
and more significantly to decide the future master of upper India.

The depredations of Marathas alienated trans-Ganges Afghans, Shuja-
ud-Daulah and the Rajput rulers which made them forge an alliance with
Abdali. The alliance of Shuja-ud-Daulah with Najib-ud-Daulah and Abdali
was based on safeguarding his political and economic interest in northern
India from the depredations of both- Najib-ud-Daulah and the Marathas.
The trans-Ganges sardars and Shuja-ud-Daulah agreed to support Najib-ud-
Daulah on the condition, if Ahmad Shah Abdali personally came to fight
against the Marathas and subsequently gave written ‘undertaking under their
own seals’.¢ Hitherto, Abdali had not made inroads into the Rajput frontiers
and this proved instrumental in bringing Madho Singh, the Raja of Jaipur,
Bijay Singh, Raja of Jodhpur and other Rajput chiefs to his side hence assured
their support in the battle.” The recapture of Punjab region, by the Afghans,
also obstructed the chances of the Marathas to get support from the Sikhs.

The only probable power in north India who could have helped the
Marathas, militarily, strategically and logistically, was Raja Suraj Mal. Raja
Suraj Mal, ‘who had not less to fear from the side of the Abdalis, than he had
to risk from the Marathas’ chose to support the Marathas as ‘alone the march
of such a large army through the middle of Jat territory was more than
sufficient to compel the Jats’ to do s0.8 The Jat territory was subject to the
raids by the Marathas, in 1754, on account of the refusal to pay the exorbitant
contribution demanded by the latter.3 Subsequently, the Marathas concluded
peace and came into an agreement with the Jat king Suraj Mal, ‘concerning
several lands in the Agra government.’!? Nevertheless, this agreement did
not stop the depredations of the Jat territory or demand of tribute by the
Marathas in future. In 1757, the loss of resources in the Delhi region and the
financial requirement of the Marathas again shifted the target of extortion to
other frontiers before proceeding towards Delhi. The Marathas extracted a
large sum of money from Madho Singh and demanded tribute from Suraj
Mal, who agreed to pay in order to save his frontier from desolation.!!
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However, unfortunately, the Marathas failed to maintain an alliance
with Raja Suraj Mal that led to his desertion from the Maratha camp. The
Maratha historiography- viz. Maratha historians T. S. Shejwalkar and G. S.
Sardesai- has shown Raja Suraj Mal in a bad light and maintains that the
real reason of Suraj Mal’s desertion of Maratha camp was Sadashiv Rao
Bhau’s denial of his demand of setting him the regent of Delhi, after the
battle.’2 T. S. Shejwalkar considered him ‘very shrewd,” ‘very selfish’ and
‘neither very honest nor consistent.” He says that-

“...but appointed Naro Shankar as the guardian of the city and the palace,
instead Surajmal was, no doubt, very shrewd and cautious.....But he was
personally very selfish and always tried to secure his ends under the cloak
of humbleness. This time he wished to follow the same path and set
himself up as a regent in Delhi with the help of the Marathas. His past

behaviour towards the Marathas was neither honest nor consistent.’!3

However, the memoir of Father Xavier Wendel gives another version of
the story and a different perspective of Raja Suraj Mal’s personality. Wendel
has highlighted Suraj Mal’s political and military intelligence while dealing
with the circumstances in northern India. Raja Suraj Mal had already foreseen
the defeat of the Marathas who were overconfident of their military strength.
The Jats coordinated and supported the Marathas initially, but the
disagreement between the two over strategic preparation of the war annoyed
the Raja Suraj Mal, making him later leave the Maratha camp.14 Wendel
writes that-

‘This they did quite in contradiction to what Suraj Mal had wisely
counselled Bhao: namely, to make Delhi the base for the war and to not
distance one self too greatly by venturing too far into the country side
guarded by a powerful enemy. In this way, the army could be provided
with all it needed from Jat country in the rear, and Delhi in any case
could serve if necessary as a nearby retreat. However, the Maratha chief

was too confident in his forces to take the wise advice of Jat.!>

Moreover, Raja Suraj Mal was aware of the defeat of the Maratha
generals by the Afghans in the previous years and would have had analyzed
that it was a battle between two powers with contrasting personalities and
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war tactics. Abdali was a consummate military general who spent his life
fighting and established the Afghan kingdom. On the contrary, Sadashiv
Rao Bhau had no such war experience as a military general. The Afghans
were seasoned in pitched battles and war manoeuvres whereas the Marathas
were specialized in the traditional guerrilla mode of warfare. The numerical
strength of the Afghans and the Marathas on 14 January 1761, the day of
the final battle, was 60,000 and 45,000, respectively.!® Although the
numerical strength of the Marathas was inferior to the Afghans, Ahmad
Shah Abdali did not consider them militarily weak from the very beginning.
Rather, he worked to weaken the Marathas before the actual clash between
the two. The forging of the alliance by Ahmad Shah Abdali with the Indian
powers had left the Marathas with no significant military alliance. Suraj
Mal, who was the probable ally of the Marathas, also left them. The exit of
Suraj Mal deprived the Marathas of the abundant supplies and the additional
military force of 6,000 to 7,000 contingents under his personal command.1”

The Jat kingdom had become the safest place for the people to take
shelter during the consecutive invasions of Ahmad Shah Abdali and especially
during the third battle of Panipat including the Maratha fugitives. The people
chose to send their families to the Jat territory as well as other eastern towns
and cities, which were considered much safer in comparison to the defenceless
cities of Lahore and Delhi. The forts of the Jats were impregnable and the
Durranis were not great captors of forts.18 The general citizens sent their
families ‘mostly towards Mathura’ belonging to Suraj Mal.! Even Ghazi-
ud-din Khan, the Mughal Wazir had ‘consigned in advance women and booty
to the hands of Suraj Mal.’20 Fugitives from Shahjahanabad were also found
in the towns of Sikandra and Anupshahr.?! Later, Emperor Shah Alam II
also intended to send his family to Manikpur, 50 kos from Allahabad.22 It is
also evident that once Ahmad Shah Abdali returns to Kabul, the ‘fugitive
citizens brought their families back to Delhi.’?3 Therefore, it appears that
this was also the case with other deserted places. And it was the benevolence
of Raja Suraj Mal that-

“....the handful of Maratha fugitives from more than 100,000, after the
famous battle of Panipat, eluded the Pathans and again encountered
enough mercy in Jat country....as it was in their power to prevent a single

one of them from returning to the Deccan, had Suraj Mal thus wanted.”22
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After the defeat of the Marathas in 1761 and the retreat of Ahmad
Shah Abdali, there was no power to stop the Jats from further elevating
their power in northern India. It cannot be said for certain as to what
would have happened to the Jats had the army of Nadir Shah invaded the
Jat country. On the contrary, when the Afghans under the leadership of
Ahmad Shah Abdali invaded the Jat kingdom for the sake of economic
transactions, he was only successful in the plunder and devastation of a few
Jat cities and could not subdue the Jat ruler completely, who took shelter in
one of his impregnable strongholds.24 As a result, Abdali retreated to his
country on the assurance of a certain amount of money, which the Jat
ruler later did not pay. Wendel gives a clear description of the territorial
expansion of Suraj Mal and the economic prosperity of his state when he
informs that-

‘This side of the Jamuna, from the gates of Delhi to the Chambal River,
there was no other rule than his, and the situation was about the same in
the direction of the Ganges. Because he admirably understood the metier
of zamindar, that is to say, to profit from the lands subject to him, he
considerably augmented his revenues, and the expenditures were so
efficaciously regulated, that during the last several years he had put aside
for his treasury at least half, beyond what his territory was worth to him,
notwithstanding the costs of his forts and building, which he understood
to supply without touching that part of his revenue which he had allocated

to his treasury.’20

Subsequently, he also took the possession of the fort of Agra on 12 June
1761 and according to one estimate ‘more than fifty lakhs were carried off
by Suraj Mal during the pillage.”?” He also made a move to expand his
frontier in the north and captured

Farrukhnagar on 12 December 1763. The territorial expansion of Suraj
Mal made his state financially prosperous with a high collection of annual
revenues. Informing us about the annual revenues and the expenditures, during
the last few years of his reign, Wendel says that-

T have enquired as to the state of his annual revenues and expenditures
among those people who administered them. All that I could learn which
is of great probability, is that all his expenditures scarcely exceeded sixty-
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five lakhs yearly and were not less than sixty, and that he had, at least during
the last five or six years of his rule, not less than 175 lakhs of annual revenues,
such that he alone, beyond the treasure of his forebears, could effectively
have put aside five or six karors of money in cash, apart from chattels, jewels

and furnishing of all values and kinds.”28

His son and successor of the Bharatpur state, Jawahar Singh, further
expanded the frontier in the south-east direction and conquered the region
of Kalpi in July 1767—the territory of the Raja of Ater and Bhind.??
However, the Jats weakened after the death of Raja Suraj Mal. It was due to
Raja Suraj Mal’s political and military acumen that he maintained such an
independent principality in the midst of the struggle between the two major
contemporary powers, in the eighteenth century, for the political and
economic supremacy of upper India. Had the Marathas agreed and followed
the strategic advice of Raja Suraj Mal and secured his military support, the
course of the third battle of Panipat would have been certainly different.
Nevertheless, Ahmad Shah Abdali also could not gain much with his victory
as he could not become the master of upper India. This was due to the rise of
the Sikhs in north-western India to obstruct his further invasions in upper
India.
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oGt T | Torehr o w1t B Herd Hewqut A o ®Y H Wk STURTE 317
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@ &0 ot Tt H o7 § Riifer wresfaes &9 9 =8l W st yr: %H gt
off 3R U 1 T SIS FId Jel el 911" B, 3T A fHieme
eI o G ST 59 feem H shad 3aTq T 371 o8 < Fal i 58 &1 o
TR ST P ST o S Aok RIS TTHT oh! ST&l ol I Il o1 39 Tl
i AC T 3TheR F YMESTel o I H G ff g8 W I8 T el off |

IE THIAT el ST Hehl & 11 I8 &L hIh! HH T & 91 &t
oft T el B4 o 0T ShI%! hH U] S8 371 TTaT o | 7UST il |
off TeX T G G AR THH Fhdg ol TET 1 STEXd a1 SIS gr
ST T IRIE W i TTHT bl STEA oh! G AT o1 P AT 39 qeaTcHR
21 9 faar o A1 9% I WA SHae ol el il G0 T o1 | 3]
frarfa o Smam= 61 fafie ae St T stueret @& ste | o9 Te
T HITSAT ST o1 37 A3 H TehTel 988 @addh gall d 9 | A
TH T % STER W foram &6 1 & 10 o H HeAw TSt o6 STehier qel
TTHTT 3TehTeT STE ST Shidl o1 59 T8 o SThIcll o T 319 off &1
T & fSTTeh RO AU &7 § HAT i GO od 9 [ T4 el § g
R 3TehTST SreiehIioTeh, WalATeh qT LA ST S{eA ohl 3T - o9& i
et B & TS HROT S SThel bl U1 STehTeA! bl el | HHT Sl
T 13% iv01 STfeTT el ST § il feh 3ok =aid WTHI ST 7 shad
TeEen off fee Siad S off ¥ 81 S o1 | 39 TWe o Tehrell
1783 T STHTA hTth! Heaqul ¢ IR Ufaerfaes Heof # fomm =¥ a1 fear
% iR | 9% 98g YA AU GET HHT ST § Fifch 39 3TehTa 7 feaR
! Teh IR A9 I-Femt =41 fean o) 9= =3t &t 9o o 39
AT AT el ST & FAi(h eh-Tad & e ¥ 98 1840 H A1
of 3R STTEMT SH STER T Y 40 1 I 14 o SHROT AT & 1
T S € Ufeiiae 3fe | 59 999 § fear 8 Teiifaes aR 9 «ff S
1 TRAT o 3R Tl W AHR A it T T T AT o STFAD
foeral, TR1et, qredt & o= famadt Tonetl & gR1 WA fohy s w® &
S wetd gU a8 & 45 o oIS o &Y H Tfyd g1 T o Ty
vl § S Toqd, gl o S el R Rt 3= v b1 wenfyd =&l
ST AR 9 WY ST AT TR SrehITereh &1 71 a1 I8l | T 18 AR
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I T AT & THAT foehey o 38 gfFenion & 59 it o fafimsr uali
I TS STEY & SR T 31elf § 9% fedR o qs~ i FHei Sl e 9
I H I E |

1783 % ThTeT ohi J8YH 2 I8 ael B o1 URH &I 718 off 1780-
1781 H 39T ¥ HIH HH Gl g8 for8eh RO AART G- R T
SCATEA T F BT o1 IHhT hadl 40 FiawTd &1 U1 | $9eh a1g 1782 |
U % HH B b HRUT SAICH H HHT TS 3HH! TR I8 W&l o agpei
% T =g qen Al o foTu 31T v SraT T T TR W ST &
TS ST YR Sd & A1 TR STearehal o ST&Y fhaml sl W& UTHoi
%] HEE fopdl THld & S7oh I19 ot ST 1 HH] Bl TS | 37 Feloh Told
1783 < YR feai H & ST HE 1 T BT TR 81 741 7 SEh
Y T JAE 3A AN TR Tl fSTeh 918 |IEH HTH & 9, Fifd il
AN T GO 9 T {59 T9T qe 9 Sl ol Heg o Tohd & 3% vfasg
H 5l F® TR fe@s & fean dr & 1o Reaeri & Fel =e 7T 3R
IILT ! Fei SR AT g § =el foran | i & & o o1 &
T e 9 T 39 e 1 Teafaai Tl off for of TH T R g2 2 9
el R S fefadi a1 8 qe IR el Se ot S=iq 39t & # wA
=1 g T | Ste fearfaai ard 1783 H 212 9o S 9|1 Bl 3T
AR T # o7 off 9 fame & 10 vfem § off 8 W T SR
ST fdeh TSR & Foid IME- SIed Heg hid o fefd # &1 off
Sfceh a8 TN ol T o o ToTT AT o & off | 55k =erd ot Jatrem
ST ST HST BT 771 9] T ST STfeeh He | & st |id 2 &
RO 3TehTel 1 Gehe SR T & T | Td o Tid SfeeT &1 T qen
IS & USHIR 1 Hehe FRA AU 21 T | /3 i | & foah &t
H 1 I 7 % FHIY WIRR &5 H ST YR Sl TRt T A1k of STqT
3R TRIeT St S =1 Hoh ST IR 56 &1 1 @+ foi 81 &
®Y H @1 | 7RIS S-S19 Sl S @l o1 @Rl st ST | 4R
SA-TeE # B arett g R higd off W 9 9R 9% 7 7 uT | Hi A
=g o foru art YTy BT S99 &1 21 Ira 37 1 o1 91 off Hehe
B AT | /U S THAT WA 9 3 g@ T 36 e 9 T o A H 7
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TSI TUHT =R HIHT TR g 7T | 36 HH o faf et Swrerst oIamd § i
TG o e TRt WrRIE & e ST STeH! o SR B T 911780
T T TUU Y 1 foheet Ton TFTS 371 ST hidl o7 | 379 98 Weh IU | 5
fopedl o STHUM off &1 THeTan o1 P Hehe hl TEUE o1 3ieS 39 od 9
T Tehd ¢ Toh <1 1Rt 1fereh S | Ui o Isil ol @ o foe g
d & Toreeh SHROT 19 39 ISl W U off &1 W@ &1 | T8T qh i i i
QAT oft 37 T & 21 @ ot | 56k I AN A UL ot BT bl off s
% ®9 H TAN T YE A (1| W I8 +ff 95a Ao T8I = a8
Fiifen U off I o A9 H @ I I8 9 | 379 {B S0 39 aR o
78l ek ot TeRTYT Tl § foh URER & U d WSTHi & Hid &l @ &
T ASTeR & T S TRAR 3T =41 ! 9gd die | 3T o g s=m
o feTu oft TR g foder o FEM H Hags! 74l 9 SR 74l % o e &
&3 T goeh! Tl I g8 Toreeh ShI0T I AT o1 o 59 & H off samd
Bt i e fiRe 34t aie ot @ 3R 30 9T WS 37Tt Y & fotg
oIS ol ST oY 9 off -TeT &1 IS IR 3TehTel STUHT YHhidl o Feld
RO G BIa1 ST W@ o | fSreeh SRl Hehe SR Al I &
IR FaTferan 79 & &9 # 3@ W of | 39 0 9 1783 o 2AfqH Tt
Tk STehTl ohi feerfd o forelt ave o1 GoR <@ 1 721 fiet o7 o Il W
feerfaat foreht oft g ot SgaR 21 g3 o WA o fTw Terd o arel &
foRTeR wXrel, {7Te & e UR o |R I8i § e 6 Y 3R 39 &
! FTHSRT &N a1 @Rl i Aeg i & faT &g off TR T2 gem |
THH! IRUMH 38 goT fof feaR @ form & e fafve S=amesii &
3T 9 98 T8 T © b 5 &9 § o7 9% TR iR Igpe e A
& TEH ST 15 i & [ SR AW oft S < By A oft e € qen
3! fondlt TRe | 1k ot fomrs el <o § 1 &R R feafaai & gam
1 SR eI 3T Q1 36 TS i I3 TR el a1 Tk his ot faehed wml
& Sfta 1&101 & foru shroame & | et SAfereRaR @t 1R e A R Tei
Ta B BIS T = ¢ | Tgeil IR 1784 o oHd T ek SR §g 1916k
Tad H3lt § 1M & fou & 9t fem o 991 36 aREd & SR
T TR T HS 79 o 3= g7l | 39 Fearfa § /s & &t e,
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TSTE, T T e S B Td & o off Igl 311 TTT qen 5 arT S 59
QT 3 T & IR AT Ifad THen AR oR-4R S S & 780 §
ST A &g AR URY i 3R 3 a9 ofred aut off & e
TROTH W&y STha o R famed gen foam foan | fader- s/ a
ST e o TR 50 TfaeTd deh HehRIcHeh fa@ Tl foreeh =erd gu
T TR 1784 & 2Ad o =01 § o1 Taht 2

1784 H STeRTE1 HTE 1 71 3TR S 91 T8 AN d Hehe S8 i
et | 9T1: I el ST § ST € STehTel b1 THIHTH 21 € ar&qd ¥ <@l
T AT 1783 & AR 3TehTeT o ULTa Tearfadi ol Q= g9 o o 2
Y THAT T hi e GG hi TSI hl hiFal <@ i THelt | ol I8
STIYTeRT ot Toh TR sREmd & 94Td 19 @l ol S Hah 39 fag
3% 9, & 9 T i i ST of | S 3ThTe & HROT 1 a1 7 Y
9 71 o 3% fondll St oH W o ST 7 o1 | Freeh o R & A
SIS EF SIS Tk ST Sl Sild o 1 ol 3reh qH Feafd & 189 U
T Hoh | THoh IUXT 39 A ! STEXd FHH g D! T8 HHA & [oTT o]
=T o8 oY &l o Fifeh If st o ®9 H fohdT i TE o 3T hl IS
3791 BT A1 @ g&il o I 9 o1 1 @ | 39 feufa # afq oSt sga
HUTeT ot A1 o8 39 &5 O off S8l 3Tt W ST o | it Y &
1 1 AT TGT o FEad! & A1 R as A6l % 9iEm ¥ 9 $ R T8 W
Teh U1 o1 Scael B T3 o1 11 34 feerfaqai o1 one ST =medn o 37K S5
SIS & ST ST ol HIST] o <19 3a9 9 o [GU 9 i G AT 3%
TR & Hehdl AT | AT FIE aga ATeeh Hed 91 GRS hich 3T 7S
=ST T H A Bl Sl 36 39 g A1 1 9gd 3T€eh SATSl & /i1
1 7 R ST =T fIRelt T bt ord it 1 391 Fearfoedi & s 9= ai
T STUT AT I el 9T IR 1 ek 91 WY Hifh S
A X T2 oY fSTeh =etd &l bt off Sl off 39 Te STHH @relt of
TR o 91G 98 Sl A1 off T T Aith o T9E § 39 W FHH Tl
B ThT | 9% RO ofe 999 qeh S R SIS Tl & "kl | $Th
sfafies Hifer o8 &3 S 21 7T o TR & it 2rel R @ T 9 71 fR
S TR 99 9, STYURT Hegd L 18 9 | fofeel g i SfeAl =i
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gffEerfaat qem geam o1 <X FRaR aIgar 511 W@ o [ SRdTd o IuNid fafit
TE o STt Sitel Siq ot ST=Teh 3= =1 ¢ 91 3R et &A1 7 i
1 | 95 ek off ek =ed @i | 9 ofemd & § fafve aig ot
STt 9 T Tgd =1 w® 9| 37 feafqdl & STEY I el o Tehdl §
o 1783 o THTET A 3TIA STTHITeTeh TR T S e i STYAHTT 39
T ht T e & T Bit, dfeeh 39 T 1 63 91 fe1 ol gRar
T TSR AR W fordl i ot Heg o Hremmg iR feafaar st &
l—aﬂ-ps

TG 3ThTeT A STel YRS X TR 1 fHhY 3Teens dR R aeen § 8 aie
% ufteds for, i qEmH 9o oft 7@ 51 Wehd § | Ted Ugen iR
Heerqul IR TStk el S Hehdl ¢ | i STehTel ¥ Teet I8 &
ol o ar o 3R 57a1 3= Iei ¥ TRt ae o1 Y SueTsyl 7Tal gt 1 fR
AN 3= ToTEdl el < L <1 3 39 &7 b1 DS ol et T 3R TeTifdes diR
R IE & e T 21 | forees =t fordt oft safs =n et 3 59 &
& IR H YT & ot T ol 3 e ot o7k 1 €1 50 g =1 feafa
H FErl @i | 39 e 9 TsHifae aRk W I8 e 9 feafai fea-fm &
TE 3T STSTohdl I QR <@ o AT | T80 UNE sTeferasen & Hey o
o STk =rerd @rg Tearfa FRomest &t off | 31T 7 ot =rei W o & o @
off 7 forelt T ! TY] WU o=t off | fopelt off e o AR i FHEAT
ot TaTE 81 TS off 3T AN o U9 STYT UTiaiich sHae JaA ok o
Tohe ST T o1 | 36 qRUEd H 8 el S Hehdll § T I oh
I FedR a1 TR wfceTiaes aitied § heft 3o et Hehe | 718l o1
o FRifeh eX | M 1 TFT T a1 off 3iR 91 & e 9t o1 g
ST TSI Wehe o | 04 o T o feT@ &t 10 TohetTHitex qeh ARt foa
I & | Ik SUUT o 3 I1d Skl THTS hTH! hH Bidl of fom 3= 24 5
1 AT A1 FOR 6 Hesh YR U I9etsy &1 ST ' 39 feafaai # o1ef
Y G T& TRl &, TSI o STITITT & Fehe i G 3H T
= TSR HEEAT ot I o W wea < ot | Rl et o Suid we
T et § $9 &3 H TR o U1 Il foepfaa &t § et off g o1
T & e T 56 36 e I VIS R Tl T 1 T8l R The &
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ST I T 37T 378 H 18 T 21ferep 3773 T o 9 | 519 <l <6l 39
&1 ! Tl Uoh(d o W1 Q1 ohl [ el o1 | 381 I81 I I HehT 3R
oAl TX et Y T | 5761 Jerare! (S §Hd o A ST a1 3Tk
Y T GG F THesll hid o fAu fafier d@ ot A9E THUT i
fegfaai <@a &1 foelt | 3@ w6t § amtse aR W) fafier amf & o
T3 &5 | 3TY-3T9 & it St S & fau @ =
T hd T8 3R TR o TR IR el ST 1 Jeeit IR fohet o 7 @t
o] G HY <G4 I TGl 7 39 T T s SiiaH o fafis gay S|
31T e TARSH 9 Gl SHaEl W Sl WR) S o U e 9
TNUd A T UTHAT o |1 3T 91 | A B9 1809 & Teh TEAAS W
TeRTT TS 1 Tl FeAd1 § T I8 &1 59 3TohTel o sl o 25 J9 a1 off
39 fefq § 21 o o1 S Y8t o711 1809 1 Uk U =l § foh feum
TR i SAEEAT 400 ¥ o1e1 FHH off ' Fafer $Hh GHad Tt g,
SATCAT, TS, STTET, TSI SANG bl SHEE feaR T A off 139
TE & JTEl & STTARH 36 3TohTa A AT 3med o fag «ff geyfa
TR T | T TAAT goT i foaril & 9 % 915 9% SIERT I8l W S
Tl T 3R I T AR W) afedt o gr wenfud fohan e 1 g7 wfest
W1 T TSIYal o Sl o gR1 AT & 7T a9 ol T W 1790 &
ST 36 Fod § 7RIS, YTt g Wit oft snfiet 21 T 3R 39 yhR
T8 &5 3H TE & hedl bl Tl T § @S & &9 ¥ fo@r fean ok
siroanfies dR W 9fedl, Tell 9 73Sl o o Heiar &t T | fewes
Ted 3 afed o1 8w foran 7 | Wy A S A & /e § oifue
STV T 9 | FSrEeRt T STRRete famt Sifst of e = 3emn 3R 399
1798 H T8 WX el hich St bl TTET! 5= | feur & fohet =01 38
ST AT o1 TS S SR 7O TR e STt it o €9 § T
foman | 3T =gl W eharat ot Tenfha st o7R SU 39 WATd o Joid fedr
&5 ofTeT oIgd STEE 8 ot faen & 11 sier i fre Sifst afrg fre we
3T WY H 3 T | I WS WS, T a9 WiEE ! bl |y o |
TH el H IUH! WAl Wb Sg AT o e o |1 ol 3R
1802 H &8 dd: BR T [ 38 IT &1 BISeht S US| | 36k gRI Tel I8
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&1 el Y T T <t 218l IR ERISH i AR &5 iR o feran mn
3R HUST 7 39 & 1 Sreravre TERE & gvme &5 § e 7 | et
T =it STIS-Tre 96 H BR B T8 X 39 R & Suid 30 fower 1803
1 TSI TS el ot Gl gg 1 ek a8d I8 &1 SIS o FEao H of
T SR TS Bl off 39 & H ST o TA1ad HiH H o Tsh
T T TR KT T A TR 9 3tk Y qa Igi Liad 8l It S« 3814
1815 H hedl TH i TATHAT &l P! I8 HH 1809 H HSR TeHeEH o §N
fait e o & B Tenfa feram o o SR fR TR A 28 o foran iR gm
T 1 THRT 3T T HeH i o1 T | 36 T8 9 3Th1d & g 19X §8
gfferfaat 3 St Aetifaes, Tfefes, ArTfeies e1feerdt st giifeafaai ter i
T % HROT AU 39 & H Tenfud 2 § e 2 e P

1783 5 3TehTel ot fafret feafqa o 2=l & efisher™ A & g I8
T S Hohdl ¢ T I 21hTat fedR &9 o T soe Tatares o fafiw
TE &I Teitaes, nfefer o TS Hahe 39k g feu Tu fsrdeh Terd
TU BT T T Ho T T | TG 8 T8 X 36 saa! bl fohdll I
T A1 o o GRI HATEA1 T 1 Wbt | FSTeh =erd U e o 1T A1 |l i
T T B T A7 TR I it I HSTeR & T4 | O3] Uil a1 aedrd
off 59 &1 ¥ T e &1 7T | ek Jeid U I 15 Ush Wiel! Teeed
o AT S off T o TR T 3 I o I 5o FH I g8 ol
3Tk TG off ST b Tf el g o Hehe 1o TS 3R 59 STHR WS 915
H oiTel 9ga HenrioAes Feerfaat @t | 9 off o st & faw sifaen
AR & @l AR IS SS-Teh 30 5 & 1A & &9 H
Tenfuq foran it fafimer ae & gRadHi o U TSIl o feu e o 1 |
9: %% I% 1T feaR & TSI 1 TR el ST Hehell © TR Uferias
Heyd | a1 WAt 3ThIcl 39 &3 1 helt Tl Siel o7 3R 3T o e
i YT feh STUET 9 HeMRI 1 89 9t 1 & df $68 o= o fishe & T
GIsid 99T 84 SUY U8l B aTell HeM d HTehideh STerel & STavd
I KT IAMET difeh 59 TE o Hehe HHadT 3 I8! Fed & Seh! T
e ST |
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Loharu Fort : An Archaeological Survey
of 19* Century Fort

*Priyanka Tanwar

The fort of Loharu is left in a dilapidated condition, which was sold to the
state government in 1971 and later use by the government and the upkeep
of the monument building was neglected and not been maintained with
time. With the passage of time in the last few years only this fort has been
badly ruined, its deterioration process has been intense as no one is there for
its supervision. It’s a historical building, which needs to be restored and
conserved for the coming generation, so that the native people relate
themselves with the history of their own place. The paper records a survey
report of the fort which includes the history of the fort, its layout pattern,
architectural features and style which represents three architectural styles:
Mughal, British and Rajput, in an interesting blend and last thing to
understanding the reasons behind the dilapidated condition of the fort.

Introduction

Loharu fort is located in Loharu, a small town, at the edge of Rajasthan
and Haryana border in the Bhiwani district of Haryana, has an average
elevation of 262 meters (860 feet) and here the fort is located at 28°25°49”
N and 75°48°26.95” E. The major towns surround Loharu are Chirawa,
Pilani, Surajgarh, Mahendargarh etc. The Loharu Railway station is just
850 meters away from the fort. Loharu town comes under the Bagar zone
of Haryana due to that, it has a continental and semi-arid climate typically
influenced of North western India Rajasthan desert.! The economy is based
on agriculture and trade. The main crops of this area are Cotton, Wheat,
Bajara and Pulses. The town once contained a mint of the Jaipur State, and

* Research Scholar, Department of History, University of Delhi, Delhi.
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derives its name from the Lobars or Blacksmiths employed therein.?

Plate 1: A Bird eye view of the Eastern side structures

History of the City and Fort
The fort hark us back to that bright period and retells its History. The fort

has turned into a ruin, which was once a place famous for its grandeur. The
fort story begins with the Rajput king Rao Shikha in 1570 CE who divided
the Shekawati region into 33 thikana (pargana). The 33" thikana was
Loharu given to his grandson Thakur Narhar Das, based on the lines Bikrami
Samwat’ 1645 Bashakhwati Chauthwar Shniwar, Narhar Das Loharu Basayo
Basakhmasuthdhar.? Thakur Narhar Das who was the founder of this town
and he built a kuccha mud fort. There are hearsays for the selection of the
land, a herdsman suggested this land saying that it’s a veer bhumi to the
king where we have the fort today. The Astrologers suggested the king for a
human sacrifice before to begin the constructing of the fort but the king
refuse as he was a kindhearted person, but someone suggested him that, in
Islam they have a concept of burying a body after dead, so a dead person’s
body can be used for the sacrificial ritual the king agreed on it. When the
astrologers came to know this incident, they predicted that after an average
year of 250 this land will go into the hands of Islamic powers. And we see
later in 1806 Ahmad Bakhsh Khan, a Mughal received this town from the
king of Alwar, Thakur Bakhtawar Singh on the orders of Lord Lake as a
reward for his services against the Jat rulers of Bharatpur.* According to a
newspaper of Pakistan Dawn, Loharu was declared as an Independent
Princely State in this year. During his time, he converted the mud fort into
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the pucca fort using bricks stone lime and mud (Pate 1).

Nawab Allauddin Ahmad Khan who was the successor of Aminuddin
Ahmad Khan constructed few more structures in the fort like Jail, a Quarter
for Women the Zenana Mahal, a Mosque and a Pond. According to an
inscription’, on a slab found from the top of the main building, which is
written in Persian language refers that the fort was built in 1888 by king
Farukh Mirza. In 1971 the last Nawab of this fort, Aminuddin Khan decided
to sell this fort to state government. Later on when the fort came in the
hands of the government, the government reused this building as their office
but did not show any interest for its renovation and conservation. The fort is
still there in the dilapidated condition.

Description of Fort with its Architectural Features

There are around 29 forts in Haryana and this fort is one of them. This
fort is a type of Mahi Durga (Earthen fort), surrounded by Earthen walls
as well as stone or brick walls, according to the categories divided in the
ancient text of Arthashastra. It’s a 19" century fort or a world castle would
be more appropriate to be used for this fort, which was supposed to be
built for the private residence of a Nawab as a symbol of authority.

Space Organization

The fort is built on a rectangular plan and provides four circular bastions
on its corners and one in between the western curtain wall. The fort is
aligned on the North South axis and equipped with its main entrance
which is located in the eastern wall towards the northern side. The main
structures inside the fort are constructed on the southern part of the
fortification. The center of the fort, a garden which once existed, is now in
ruinous condition. Some fragments of running water channels and
walkways are still visible there. Among the remains of the garden a pond
still exists on the southern part of the fort. The fort is divided into two
parts. In the southern part exists the residents building that accommodated
the royal persons, while the northern part was meant for the official purpose.
Both parts are covered with a gateway composed of two pyramidal towers.
There is a well on the north eastern corner of the fort and a pond in front
of the main residences for the fulfillment of the need of water. On the
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western side wall enclose a mosque as a place of worship. There was a jail
and some horse stable nearby the mosque.

Building Material

The building material that has been used here is largely of brick, lime
mortar and mud mortar but some of these structures are built in brick and
cement. The tile works in the kitchen shows that these are modern
construction modified for the suitability of the use of this building. So far
as the size of the brick is concerned, this belongs to the 19 century. Stucco
work has been largely used for the decoration purpose on the gateways,
ceiling and arches. Wood has been used in the ceilings and for the doors
and windows. The wood used in the main gate was purchased from Burma,
as claims by their descendants.

Architectural Featues

Bastions : All the corners of the fort are conceived in the form of circular
bastions. There is one more bastion in the center of the northern wall, so
total there are five bastions. The bastions conserved their height more than
wall, surmounted with the battlements. To approach the top of the bastions
lateral staircases are provided parallel to the wall of the fort. It’s a two story
bastion, in the first story there is large strong pillar, can say the actual
strength of the bastion, provided air ducts for the ventilation in this story
and there is an enough space to store the arms. On the second story an
enough space has been provide for the garrisons and the loopholes for the
arms to fire and to observe the enemy movement safely. Above the second
story the bastion is surmounted by the battlements.

Wall: The fortification wall of the fort is a curtain wall. The fortification
wall serves the purpose of enclosing to the palace inside. It’s a straight
simple wall less than the bastions height. A covered parapet wall has been
provide as the guard rails and prevent the spread of fires, and at every
interval there are terre-plein in slanting trapezoidal prism shaped on the
curtain wall.

Entrance gate: The gate with the three continuous arches built in the
form of Mughul 4 centered arched provides the direction towards the fort;
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on both sides of the arched gate there are rectangular chambers which are
less in height to the arched gateway and provide two small gateways to
enter into this chamber.

The main entrance to enter into the fortified palace has been built in a
gatehouse (Plate 2). The outer and inner fagades are composed of a central
arched opening. The central arched opening of the outer facade is placed
inside the multi foliated arch. Multi foliated arch is bigger in dimensions
than the smaller arched opening. Smaller arched opening contains a pointed
arch, where spindles are decorated with designs in stucco work. The outer
and bigger multi foliated arch is decorated with moldings in the form of
twisted ribs, spindles are decorated in the form of medallions composing
of bloomed flower. The whole composition of the entrance is placed in a
rectangular frame, which is projected little outside the wall. There are two
niches on the both side of the gate, the niches have also been decorated
with the stucco work in the form of multi foliated arch with creepers designs
and a bloomed flower on the top center of the niche, such representations
also can be seen in the nearby Shekhawati Havelis.

Plate 2: Entrance gatehouse to enter into the fort

The central passage of the entrance is flatly roofed. Guard rooms are
built in the form of the second story above the gate house having windows
open towards outside. Towards the inner lid slanting the entrance passage
guard rooms were built to accommodate soldiers which are been destroyed
with course of time.

Entry tower: The gateways provides a way to enter into the southern or
the main residence to the fort, composed in a two pyramidal towers, divided
into multiple stories, seven stories are built above the first story.
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Mabhal: The cloister in front of the rooms is built in half circular arch. The
pillars used in cloisters are circular and cylindrical in shape. All these types
of pillars confirm their construction under the British period. The rooms
on the Southern side are having the Fire Chambers to get relief from the
cold winter and have ventilation windows that provide relief to the inner
side suffocation. The rooms which are less in height have ceilings in the
concave shape, it looks like the Bangladar ceiling and flattened roof. The
roof level structures are surmounted masonry railings composing piers are
same structures were built later in 1935 for ‘Anaj Mandi’ of Loharu town.
The flat roofs are built of RBC and corbelling, which is the character of
late 19 century and early 20* century construction. The southern structures
are convex and curved from the front. The Southern structures can be

further classified as below:

Room decorated with mirrors ‘Shees Mahal’: It's a small rectangular
chamber decorated with colorful glass mirror built on an elevated platform
(Plate 3). The ceiling of the chamber is built in a concave shaped form of
the Bangladar ceiling. It’s an old structure in which few modifications have
been done with the time goes. This Chamber could be the prayer hall for
the Nawab family as the there is a ‘Mehrab’ showing the direction towards
the quibla, and even more astonishing is an inscription written in “Tighra’
form of calligraphy.

Plate 3: Shees Mahal Mehrab with the Inscription
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Darbar: In an alignment with the Shees Mahal there is a large room called
Darbar (Plate 4). Shees Mahal and Darbar were actually separated from
each other through the wall carrying pillars and multi foliated archers,
most probably carlier these were in the form of cloisters, and later these
cloisters were filled up which is now turned into a wall. On every arch
there is a rough circular shaped ventilation window.

Plate 4: Darbar with the platfrom

Banquet hall: A large room built completely in a British, Victorian form
of architectural style, is in a quite fine condition, half circular arched doorways,
ventilation windows all around the three sides of the room (Plate 5).

Plate 5: Banquet Hall
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The front wall of this room is concave from inside, and gallery room
in front of this room followed the same pattern, which is designed in form
of cloister and instead of pillars piers are used here to enclose to structure.
Again in front of this structure following the same patter the cloister is
there and they have used the pillars. The structure looks convex in pattern
from its outside view and carrying an inscription at the top front. These
two cloisters and the banquet hall have provided different elevations, as
these three structures are built in a different height forming stepped roof
indication from the top.

Library: A room with so many shelves was use as library where at one
point of time some 3000 books were kept, which are now kept in Rampur
Raza library. This room has been provided with a large ventilator window
for the coming of natural source of light (Plate 6).

Plate 6: Library with selves

Jail: The structure with a simple cuboidal room is a jail which was built by
NawabAllauddin Ahmad Khan. The windows and doors are completely
different than the other structures with the rectangular shaped windows,
have provided the ‘burglar bars’, these bars over the windows can’t be removed

without plenty of noise.

Water supply: On the north eastern side of the fort there is a well and a
pond to fulfill the need of water of the fort residents. It has been said that
the pond was later constructed by Aminuddin Ahmad Khan as the climate
of this region is known for its dryness and extremes of temperature and
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scanty rainfall. so these large rectangular tank/ pond and well were for the
purpose of water stock in the fort. They were well taken care of as the
water was an important and limited resource in this region.

Mosque: A place of worship for the Nawab and his family was built inside
the curtain wall of the fort (Plate 7). It was constructed in 1202 AH,
according to an inscription fixed on the facade.® It has three domes and
four minarets on its all four corners. It’s a living mosque facing to the east.

Plate 7 : Mosque
Horse stable: The horse stables are also there inside the fortification and

outside the fortification wall of the fort with the corbelled arched gateway

and round ventilation windows above it.

Reasons for the condition of the fort: The land of the fort comes under
the Haryana Forest Department, due to that the conservation team of
Haryana archaeological Survey is unable to take direct initiative for its
conservation. But there are few very necessary repair works are been done
with time, so that there are some structures of the fort are still exits. The
material used in the structures during repairs are not similar with the material
in with the fort building is actually built, that leads one factors for
demolishing. It can be said that no proper guidelines of the conservation
have been followed for repairs they had made. Another reason the not
under the supervision of any care taker so, go through the Human
Vandalism cause the lack of public awareness. And last but not the least is
Environmental factors and natural vegetation.
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Conclusion

The fort which is now in a dilapidated condition is demanding immediate
repairs and restoration. The architecture of this fort is built in an interesting
blend of three themes of architecture that is Mughal, Rajput and British in
form. Over the period with the change in the governance the features of
architecture have changed, which clearly can be seen in later built structures.
At some places the old structures have been modified, the form of ‘Indo
Islamic forms of architectural have merged with Victorian British form or
architecture. The height of the old structures is less compared to the later
structures in later times. As per the journey of the fort, lots of modifications
have been done from time to time according to their suitability.
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Monuments and the State of Ignorance:

An Architectural Quest in Sohna, Gurgaon

*Aakash Gupta

In the present scenario, Gurgaon (renamed Gurugram in 2016) is headed for
an unprecedented development in the direction of industries and urbanization.
Development has its positive and negative dimensions, which play an
important role in determining the future, as well as determine the destiny of
historical monuments. Current research articles focus on the historical
monuments present in Sohna tehsil of Gurgaon, most of which are prone to
human neglect or encroachment.

Sohna is originated from a Hindi word Sona which means gold. The
town is said to have derived its name from the gold dust which is found after
heavy rain in the beds of the neighbouring streams. Over the time, due to its
scenic view and panoramic beauty it came to being known as Sohna. Sohna
is a medieval era city which is believed to have originated in the 11% century.
The first Khanzada ruler Bahadur Nahar Khan allotted the jagir of Sohna
to his son Malik Seraj Khan.' Sohna has witnessed a situation of mutual
conflict between three ethnic groups - Kambhos, Khanzada and Rajput,
which has led to political instability in the region. Although a mixed style
of Islamic and Rajput style emerged in spite of mutual conflict, of which
Mewati architecture is displayed in the current research area. The purpose
of this paper is to find the exact coordinates, measurement, photography,
architectural features and the factors responsible for detrimental condition
of the monuments located in Sohna- Bhondsi Mosque and Tomb, Qutub
Khan’s Mosque, Shahi Jama Masjid or Barha Khamba Mosque Complex,
Lal Gumbad, Fort (fortifications and bastions), an unknown mosque (16
or 17" century, based on its Architectural features).

Research Scholar, Deptt. of History, University of Delhi
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Location of Research Area

With the reorganisation of Punjab on 1 November 1966, Haryana was
made into a full-fledged state and the Gurgaon district (now Gurugram)
was established. By reorganising the boundaries of district of Gurgaon,
Faridabad district was established on 15 August 1979. Gurugram, located
in southeast of Haryana, shares its political boundaries with Delhi and
surrounded by Jhajjar, Rewari, Mewat, Palwal and Faridabad district. It
lies between 27°39 North to 28°32°25” North latitude and 76°39°30”
East to 77°20°45” East longitude. It shares its borders with Delhi and District
Jhajjar in the North, District Mewat in the South, District Palwal in the
South-East, Faridabad and Delhi in the Fast and District Rewari in the
West. The entire district is divided into 5 tehsils- Gurgaon, Farrukhnagar,
Sohna, Pataudi and Manesar. Due to the time and resource constraints for
the field work, this present research paper focuses on various factors which
are responsible for the ignorance of monumental heritage of Sohna.

Historical Background

The antiquity of this area is traced back to the Mahabharata period.
According to mythological beliefs, Gurugram was gifted by Yudhishthira
to his guru Dronacharya. During the era of Mahatma Buddha, the ruler of
Kuru Pradesh, Korvya, resided in the famous state of Thullakorthila which
has been identified as Dhankot of Gurugram.” In the fifth century BCE.,
Panini’s Ashtadhyayi mentioned several towns of Haryana where Gurugram
is described as Gaudapura®

However, there are lack of direct evidence of Gurugram in Mauryan
texts, but on the basis of the extent of Maurya Empire it can be assumed
that it was under the Mauryan rulers. After the decline of the Mauryan
Empire, the status of Gurugram, remained unspecified especially during
the continuous foreign invasions, such as Bactrian, Greek, Parthian,
Scythian, and Kushan. In spite of state of ambiguity, the Shung period’s
terracotta, figurines and copper coins issued by Saka rulers belonging to
the post-Mauryan period have been found in Gurugram.* According to H.
C. Raychaudhuri, Gurugram was under the Kushanas, who were defeated
by the Yaudhyas and emerged as a major power. Also, the Yudhayanagana’s
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coins are obtained from here and confirms this view.’

In the first half of the seventh century, Gurugram was under the
kingdom of Harsha and later came under the Pratihara rulers. Delhi
(Dbillika) was founded in 736 CE by the Tomar rulers, who were
feudatories of the Pratihara rulers.® According to the Bijolia inscription,
Vigraharaja defeated the Tomar rulers and established control over
Bhadanak, Delhi and Hansi.” In Rajashekhar’s Kavyamimamsa, the present
research area (Sohna, Gurugram) was located under Bhadanak.?

During the early period of the Arab-Turkic invasion, the region was
constantly plagued by religious discord and dissatisfaction, which led to
the existence of instability in the Mewat region (Gurugram, Mathura, Alwar
and Bharatpur etc.). The Delhi Sultanate was established in 1192 CE with
the victory of Muizuddin Muhammad Ghori and Qutb-ud-din Aibak was
appointed the administrator of Delhi. Aibak ordered to Mirab Hussain
Jung to suppress the Meo’s, as a result of which some people accepted
Jaziya and some accepted the Islam.’

During Balban’s rule, the Delhi Sultanate was in conflict with Mewat.
In 1249, Balban was appointed by Sultan Naseeruddin Mahmud to suppress
the Mewatis.'® More than 2000 Mewatis were killed in this military
expedition.'" Based on continuous invasions and massacres, it can be said
that during the reign of the early Delhi Sultans, Mewat did not accept
complete subjugation. Even during the later Sultans, their relations with
the Mewati chieftains remained bitter.

At the time of Babur’s invasion, Hasan Khan Khanzada was the chieftain
of Mewat, whom Babur defeated and included Mewat under a permanent
governor of the Mughal Empire. During the reign of Akbar, the present
Gurugram district, came under the Delhi and Agra province (Subas).'?
After the Aurangzeb rule, due to the incapability of the Mughal rulers, the
present research area came under Maratha rule. The district of Gurugram
came under British suzerainty in 1803 by the Treaty of Surji-Anjangaon
between Daulatrao Scindia and George Thomas.
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Table 1:1Monuments of Sohna, Gurugram
S. Monuments Coordinates Location/ Tahsil | Physiograph | Condition Area Nature of
No. Village ical Features Monuments
Bhondsi Mosque 28°20'50" Bhondsi Sohna | Aravalli Hill | Dilapidated | 616 m’ Religious
1 North Relief
Latitude;
77°3'S7"East
Longitude
Bhondsi Tomb 28°20'50"Nort Bhondsi Sohna | Aravalli Hill | Dilapidated | 56.25m’ Religious
2 h Latitude; Relief
77°3'58"East
Longitude
Qutub khan’s 28°1520" Saini colony, | Sohna | Aravalli Hill | Dilapidated | 1064m’ Religious
3 Mosque North chungi no. 1 Relief
Latitude;
77°3'59"East
Longitude
ShahiJama 28°15'7" North Sohna Sohna | Aravalli Hill 1000m? Religious
4 Mosque (Gora Latitude; Rural, Thakur Relief
Barak Mosque) 77°3'45"East wada
Longitude
Fort (Rampart and 28°14'41" Sohna Town | Sohna | Aravalli Hill | Fragmented | 13596m Secular
5 Bastion) North Relief remains of 2
Latitude; rampart and
77°3'38" East bastion
Longitude
LalGumbad 28°14'60" Saanpkinangli | Sohna | Aravalli Hill | Dilapidated 340m” Religious
6 North , Sohna rural Relief
Latitude;
77°2'57"East
Longitude
Unidentified 28°14's1" Sohna Rural, Sohna | Aravalli Hill | Dilapidated | approx. | Religious but
7 Mosque North Pathanwara Relief and captured | 200m® | currendly use
Latitude; by Local as a house.
77°3'40"East People.
Longitude

Bhondsi Complex (Mosque & Tomb)

The Bhondsi census town area currently located at the foothill portion of

Aravalli Range and just halfway away from Gurugram-Sohna Road. The
Bhondsi Complex coordinates on28°20°50” North latitude; 77°3’57” East
longitude and just 11.8 km south from district headquarter. The historicity

of this village is still unspecified but the Mosque and Tomb depict its

antiquity from the medieval period (specially khanzada, the family of

Mewat). The only historicity of this village is an old stone mosque which is

now in a dilapidated condition.

The patron of this complex is unknown, but it is believed that it was
built by a khanzada chieftain of Mewat, who might have been the Jagirdar
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of this place."” This Mosque is built on a platform of around 10 feet height
from all sides. Quartzite and granite stone have been used in its construction
work, which is furnished with beautiful plaster. This mosque structure is 27
feet 4 inches wide and 74 feet 8 inches long. This main mosque is a rectangular
in structure with three bays & three arched opening doorways. The fagade of
the mosque is decorated with niche in rectangular panels. This mosque has
three domes (central is plain and flanked by ribbed domes on either side)
with octagonal neck with inverted lotus (Plate 1). There are four tapering
turrets, southern one completely damaged, on the back side of mosque.

Plate 1: Bhondsi mosque

At present, the platform of this mosque is continuously fragile and the
southern part of this structure is completely damaged due to unauthorized
control by the locals. The people use this mosque as bitora (cow dung
house) and completely neglected the historical importance of this structure.
During the field survey, this structure bears signs of community disarray,
which we see as fragmentary decoration on the fagade of this mosque.

The tomb is located on the east side of the mosque, which according to
local beliefs belongs to the same Khanzada Sardar who built the mosque. It
is 22 feet square, built on baradari plan and has an octagonal hemispherical
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dome (Plate 2).

Plate 2: Tomb of Khanzada Sardar, Bhondsi

According to the survey report of Alexander Cunningham, there was
a main door in this whole complex which was 27 feet 10 inches square, but
it does not exist at the present time. The inscriptions from the Holy Quran
were carved in plaster, which was common feature in late sultanate period.
Cunningham mention a date of Samwvar 1691, or 1634 CE, was found
written in ink, which is now completely disappear.'*

Qutub Khan’s Mosque

On the main road of Gurugram-Alwar, in the south of Sohna town, there
is a stunning mosque. The mosque of Qutub Khan remains around 1550
CE according to the list of Haryana Archaeological Department. However,
the maker of this mosque is unidentified. Qutub Khan Mosque is at Chungi
No.1 in Saini Colony, a few meters away from Sohna village road near
Gurugram (Plate 3).

The main building measured 60 feet long and 26 feet broad outside
adjoining a very big courtyard. The mosque has three main chambers
covering the middle with hemispherical dome and two antechambers. There
are three entrances with pointed arched doorways. The facade of the mosque
is decorated with niche in rectangular panels, represent a common feature of
Mewati architecture. Stairs are provided from both sides to go up in this
mosque. There are twin-pillar structures inside the mosque. The entire
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structure of the mosque is built on a high platform. The background has
four minarets which are similar to the Bhondsi Mosque. There was a long
dispute over the ownership of this mosque, after which, according to the
decision of the panchayat, it is being used for community programs, as well
as by the local people use as bitora. The present condition of this mosque is

dilapidated.

Plate 3: Qutub Khan Mosque, Sohna

Shahi Jama Masjid (Gora Barak Mosque)

On the north side of the town, there is another mosque and tomb complex
on a very high mound (Plate 4). The mosque is said to be made by Alauddin
Khalji. There are three hemispherical melon shaped domes over the aisles.
The whole style, as well as the plan of the building, is almost same as the
other mosque of Sohna town. A small twelve pillared tomb 21 feet 4 inches
square, just south to the main mosque. There are monolithic stone with
fine design used in pillars of this structure. This tomb is domical in shape
and baradari plan. Again, 20 feet in south, there is another tomb which is
large in size 40 feet square. It is divided into three aisles each way, making
nine bays, of which the middle and four corner ones are covered with
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hemispherical domes. The total domes in the single building are five in the
number. According to the Maulana of this Mosque, this building is not the
tomb but have been used as the rest house for the travellers’ staying near the
mosque."” The back portion of the mosque is same as Qutub Khan ki Masjid

of the same town.

Plate 5: Fort Rampart, Sohna
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Fort (Rampart and Bastion)

In Aravali hill range, an old unfinished fort (in south-west of old town)
was made by the Rao Bahadur Singh of Ghasera. Raja Surajmal of Bharatpur
attacked Ghasera and killed Rao Bahadur Singh, due to which the fort
remained incomplete. At present time, the fort is totally fragmented except
the north and south ramparts and four bastions remained in dilapidated
condition (Plate 5).

Lal Gumbad

This Complex (locally known Lal Gumbad) located in saanp ki nangali
village, north-west of Sohna town. This complex built on similar
Architectural pattern which is quite popular in Mewat region. There are
four ctagonal neck shaped hemispherical dome structure, but two are
completely damaged and others have been in serious dilapidated condition

(Plate 6).

Plate 6: Lal Gumbad, Sohna

Unidentified Mosque

An unidentified mosque has been seen during our field survey, but it is
being used as house by a Migrated Punjabi family since Independence. It is
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located inside the Pathanwara Mohalla, near Shahi Jama Mosque. Due to
the refusal of the local people and owner, there we could not measure and
documented it properly, but based on our observation, its architectural
style represents as the similar features of Qutub Khan’s mosque.

Factors Responsible for the Current State of the Monuments

Several factors are responsible for the dilapidated condition and public
negligence of the monuments located in the proposed research area. Sohna
has been an area affected by communal discontent for the medieval period,
which is not only directly mentioned in state centric history writing, but
also in Shail Mayaram’s work Against History, Against State which has tried
to show the oral evidence (myths, folk songs and people’s memory) of
Meos society. In pre-independence period, despite the situation of mutual
struggle, the continuity of a pluralistic society in Sohna maintained these
buildings in normal use. The independence of India in 1947 also included
adevastating displacement in its womb, the direct negative impact of which
was seen in the social structure of Sohna. Most of the Muslim people had
migrated and for a long time the common cultural heritage was ignored.
In a short span of time, encroachment of these monuments was started by
the local residents and this process is still underway. Further more, these
monuments are being used for bitora, animal husbandry, private homes
and other works which are the main factors of the monument’s erosion.

Social and political events, since independence have also played a lively
role in maintaining the heritage of the region as a matter of constant
conflict. After the India-Pakistan partition, the 1984 riots and the
demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992 led to increased communal tension
among the people which is reflected in legal claims for the Qutub Khan
mosque and the Shahi Jama Masjid. Apart from this, the negligent attitude
of the Archaeological Department of Haryana State has done nothing
more than mere paperwork to preserve the destroyed heritage.

Conclusion

The historicity of Haryana is as old as that of the Indian subcontinent, but
still the lack of education and narrow mindset has kept our common heritage
in the state of ignorance. As a result, our historical monuments are in a
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state of serious crisis. Conservation of these monuments will not only help

us in gaining economic and social benefits, but it is also our moral

responsibility to preserve this heritage for future generations.
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Tangible Cultural Heritage of Meham :
As Reflected in Perso-Arabic Epigraphs

*Md. Tarique Rasool

Haryana has had been rendezvous for races, cultures and faiths. People of
different entities came here, yet alone to be transfused and crystallized into
incredible Indians. Every nook and cranny of present Haryana is a rich land
of heritage with a glorious ruling past. The Meham region, which is currently
the surviving tangible cultural heritage in Haryana, is the creation of all those
ruling chieftains. Most of the alike historical structures are of great architectural
importance that narrate the past glory of its region. Some of those are the
protected monuments of Archaeological departments, while some are still
lying in abandonment to be revived sooner or later in the course of time.

Meham is a Sub-division of Rohtak district, around 30 Kms away from
the main city. Since time immemorial, the Meham town has been a Muslim
populated area. It has a number of tangible cultural heritages located on
different places. During the reign of Mughals, it was bestowed upon Shahbaz
Khan Afghan by Emperor Akbar. It flourished day and night in those days;
whereas, during the reign of Aurangzeb Meham was plundered by the Rajputs
under the leadership of Durga Das.! By second half of the 18 century,
Meham was captured by some other chieftains like George Thomas and
Jind Rajas but only for a short span of time.

Culture is closely linked with the way of life of people in a particular
society, including way of thinking, traditions, beliefs, behavior, customs,
rituals, dress and language, as well as art, music and literature. It is not merely
a touch of colour. It is what makes us human. Without culture, the idea of
human is beyond comprehension.

Assistant Epigraphist, Arabic and Persian Inscriptions, Epigraphy Branch,
Archaeological Survey of India, Nagpur.
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Cultural heritage is a synchronized relationship a society transfers from
one generation to next generation.

Tangible cultural heritage belongs to physical artifacts which include
artistic creation, buildings, historic places, monuments, archaeological sites
and architectural works etc. It has a physical presence and is the tangible
evidence of norms and values as objects, technology, and art work reflect the
attributive idea and belief.

Five Perso-Arabic Epigraphs selected for the study are from the city of
Meham. These inscriptions were copied by Epigraphy Branch, Nagpur and
were mentioned in Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy. In this paper, I will
try to draw attention to the process of cultural Synthesis that unfolds itself
conspicuously in medieval history of Haryana in general and that of Meham
in particular.

The first Persian inscription belongs to the Mughal emperor
Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur. The tablet bearing the record under notice
is fixed on the northern wall of the prayer chamber of Pir Zadon ki Masjid.”
It contains five line text inscribed in Naskh style of calligraphy. It records
that Yusuf Agha, son of Shaikh Yusuf, resident of Hisar-i- Shadman with
God’s grace built the mosque in the town of Meham dated the 5 Rabi-ul-
Awwal A.H 936 (7* November 1529 CE).

The text reads as:
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Translation
1) Under the reign of his majesty, the king of the kings, the world emperor
Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur
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2) Badshah-i-Ghazi, may Allah perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty,
the slave of the court of the one on whom all depend (i.e GOD)

3) The poor and humble Khan Yusuf Agha, son of Shaikh Yusuf, the resident
of Hisar-i-Shadman

4) was blessed with God’s grace to build a mosque in the gasba (town) of
Meham; May God

5) accept this small service and shower his blessings. Dated- 5" of the
month Rabi-ul-Awwal, year (A.H) six and thirty and nine hundred
(5* Rabi I A.H. 936= 7" November 1529 CE).?

The second Persian inscription is found above the left arch of the Jama
Masjid at Meham.* It records the erection of the Jami Mosque of the gasba
of Meham by Khawja Rahmatullah who was a man of high repute during
the reign of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb. He was conferred the title Sarbuland
Khan, which is omitted in the inscription. He was the son of Najabat Khan
Mirza Shuja’s sister. Sarbuland Khan after the battle of Samugarh countered
a good fortune of entering the court of Aurangzeb.” The text is inscribed in
beautiful style of Nastaliq calligraphy.

The text reads as:
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Translation
1) Under the graceful rule over time
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2)
3)
4)
5)

6)
7)

8)

and space, of the king of land and its people, the King

of kings, the shadow of God for the universe, Muhammad Aurangzeb
Bahadur Alamgir, Badishah-i-Ghazi, may God perpetuate his kingdom
and his reign! The repairing of the Jami Masjid of the town of Meham,
according to the holy order,

was completed by the slave of the court, Khwaja Rahmat Allah

May God accept his service and favour him with his kindness and
wisdom!

On the 17" of the month Muharram, the holy A.H. 1078 (9 July
1667 CE) in the tenth year after the blessed accession to the throne.

The third Persian Epigraph is copied from the northern outer arch of

the mosque of Dulah Khan at Meham.” The epigraph contains five lines

beautifully written in Nastaliq. It records that the erection of the mosque
was done by Dulah Khan son of Darya Khan in A.H. 1112=1700-01 CE.
The date is given by a chronogram.

1)

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

The text reads as under:
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Translation

In the name of Allah the most beneficent and the most merciful. There
is no God but Allah , Muhammad is his messanger.

O God! O Opener!

O Muhammad! O Apostle of God!

This edifice (was constructed) with the bounty of God.

Its founder (was) his highness Daula Khan

His father(was) Darya Khan a famous courtier
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7) Darya Khan, may he be graced
8) The year of the completion-name with wisdom and discernment.
9) Mosque and tomb (are built) by the khan.®

The letters of the date gives A.H 1112= 1696 CE.

The fourth Perso-Arabic record is copied from the wall of the tomb of
Dulah Khan.? It is now on ruin and the inscription engraved on its wall will
get destroyed when it falls. It runs in four lines, preceded by Bismillah and
First creed of Islam. It records the construction of this tomb with God’s
grace by Dulah Khan Muhammadi, disciple of Gilani during the reign of
Aurangzeb on the 14™ of the month Ramzan A.-H 1114 through the effort
of the artist Usta Abu son of Tayyib.

The text runs as under:
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Translation

1) Inthe name of Allah the most beneficent and the most merciful. There
is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the apostle of Allah. The slave
of God, Daula Khan Muhammadi, disciple of Gilani.

2) Tknew that the four friends (the Caliphs) are over his wholly perishable
world- found grace.

3) In his lifetime to erect mausoleum with the favour of the lord, during
the reign of Aurangzeb.

4) Badshah, the shadow of God. On the 14" of the month Ramazan, the
blessed A.H.1114 ( 1** February 1703). Through the effort of the artist
Usta Abu son of Tayyib."

As mentioned in this inscription, the name of artist Usta Abu son of
Tayyib reveals that this tomb had been decorated/painted in Usta art as this
art is slender and elongated, reminiscent of artistic trends during Mughal
Emperor Aurangzeb’s reign.
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The term Usta is derived from the Persian word Ustad, which means
master or skilled person. This unique form of art came to India with Usta
artists from Iran who were invited by the emperors and flourished in India
during the Mughal period. They soon adapted in India and adopted Indian
culture. The Usta art of Bikaner is world famous for its multi-dimensional
forms like meenakari on camel hide, golden meenakari and painting
(embossed and unembossed floral and geometric patterns layered with gold).
Their descendents manifested the beauty of Usta art in Bikaner’s fabulous
Junagarh Fort, Anoop Palace, Karan Palace and Phool Mahal. Specimens of
Usta art can be found at Dargah Ajmer Sharif in Rajasthan, Dargah Hazrat
Nizamuddin Auliya and Amir Khusro in Delhi etc. These delicate forms
tend to the craft elegance and grandeur.

There are many indigenous Usta art works which are on the verge of
extinction due to adverse effects of globalization and are in dire need of
revival and preservation so that the legacy of cultural heritage could be passed
on to the future generations.

The fifth Persian Epigraph is copied from the interior of Baoli Saidu
Kalal wall."" It records that this baoli was built by Saidu Kalal, a mace bearer,
during the reign of Shahjahan in A.-H 1069= 1658-59 CE. The text is
composed and inscribed by Kayasth Munshi as mentioned in the
inscription. It is an elaborate structure, made of Lakhori bricks with 101
steps extending in three stages. It also has several rooms in the subterranean
pavilion flank on both side of the well’s steps. It is a combined structure of
a large well with slanting wider steps approaching gradually to the octagonal
chamber.

The British army officer General Mundy too remarked about this baoli
in 1828 as an exceptional and stupendous relic.'” It is a monument of public
utility, a worthy munificence of the Roman Empire.

The said baoli as is a hiding place for the thieves and robbers, it is
colloquially termed as Jayani chor ki Baoli (Jayani the thief’s tunnel). Now
it is a protected monument under Archaeological Survey of India.

The text is as following:
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Translation
1) In the name of Allah the most beneficent and the most merciful
2) In the reign of the world emperor,
3) This well resembling Zamzam was dug by Saidu.
4) When I asked its date from wisdom,
5) Itreplied is in the overflowing graced water.

6) Composed and inscribed by Kayasth Munshi 1069 Hijri.

Conclusion

To conclude with, Mahem has been an important region/city for any
dynasty to enter and to rule over. The epigraphs are the footprints of rulers
and a reflection of the contemporary society. These records are important
in compiling politico-socio-economic, literary and cultural history of
Mahem as well as medieval Haryana.
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Panipat - An Unprecedented History

*Somya Malik

The city which was a part of demand of the Pandavas from Duryodhana,
then called Panduprastha witnessed three important battles in the Indian
History. A turning point in the change of dynastic rules, Panipat became a
home to several rulers, patrons and artisans. This paper will give a brief of
three battles, firstly between the Ibrahim Lodhi and Timurid warlord Babur;
secondly between the Great Emperor Akbar and King of North India,
Hem Chandra Vikramaditya; and thirdly between the Maratha and the
Afghans, which served as a catalyst to the beginning of the rule of East
India Company in India due to weakening of the princely states. The
study of these battles will give an idea of the Mughal warfare, ways of war,
tactics and weaponry. Some patrons commissioned Mughal miniature
paintings on these battles which provided the notions of a rich history,
amalgamation of religion, culture and traditions, documentation of life
scenes and more. Panipat became a home to a museum established specially
to disseminate information regarding history, archacology, art and craft of
the state of Haryana along with reference to the Battles of Panipat. The
displays include numerous artifacts, photographs, maps, replicas etc. They
have also displayed enlarged photographs of miniature folios from
Akbarnama and Baburnama which related to the battles and the
personalities involved. Panipat is now globally called the ‘textile city’; the
waves of change from the times of Mahabharat to the present day has
brought in an evolution in the development of the city as an emerging
economic and industrial hub. It can be considered as an open-air museum,
showcasing the rich culture and understanding of our history.

* C1A/ 67B, Janakpuri, New Delhi-58
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Introduction

Located at the north of Delhi, Panipat district of Haryana shares it’s borders
with Uttar Pradesh. It is known as the ‘city of weavers™ as the district has
opened International markets for ‘Handloom Production’. Several products
like carpets, curtains, darri, bedsheets, bedcovers, etc for export to the foreign
land. Creating opportunities for employment, more than 25,000 handlooms
spread across the district providing jobs to more than 75,000 people. Presently,
Panipat itself export handicrafts approximately worthRs. 3500 cr annually.

This is Panipat for us at present, however there are numerous tales of strength,
battles, bloodshed, religion, culture and traditions which explains more of
the region since the very beginning of the epic of Mahabharata' when
Panipat was used to be called Panduprastha.? The battles of Panipat (1526,
1556 and 1761) fought between different rulers, emperors and dynasties
to achieve the victory to rule did bring upon certain aspects of warfare
techniques, dynastic backgrounds, the geographical and spatial catalysts
and art in the form of manuscripts, miniatures, paintings, poems and more
to describe the scenes and situation. Both Tangible® and Intangible* cultural
heritage constitutes the history of Panipat, Haryana.

After Al-Beruni’s visit to India he writes how Panipat was one of the
main cities of the northern Hindustan.” With the coming of Turks, Panipat’s
history became more definite and detailed. It became a battleground during
the difficult years that followed the death of Balban for the empire of Delhi
as the tract suffered from Mongol raids from time to time. It is believed by
several scholars that almost every invader keeping an eye to conquer Delhi
via the western front of the Indian territory had to fight his way near Panipat.
However, Panipat was not just known for the determining battles but also
for the commercial activity. An employee of the East India company who
toured from Agra to Thatta in 1689 CE, namely Horn Burnford says that
Panipat’s white woven cloth was sent to Sirhind or Lahore for sale. Not just
commercially but culturally as well Panipat has proven to be rich source of
history, for example there has been a presence of a prominent Sufi saint of
the Chishti order named Sharafuddeen Bu Ali Shah Qalandar Panipati
renowned as Bu Ali Qalandar.® It marks that it was an important centre for
Sufism as well. Hence, Panipat which was a pivotal hub of the medieval
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period for the cultural, political and commercial activities dwells a number
of monuments which are of great interest to any history buff. The
monuments like Kabuli Bagh Mosque, Salar Gunj Gate, Tomb of Bu-Ali
Shah Kalandar. Bab-i-Faiz Gate, Ibrahim Lodhi’s Tomb etc. are scattered
all over the city of Panipat presently which depict the expanse of the city in
the medieval times.

Battles of Panipat

The First Battle of Panipat” was fought in April, 1526, between the Lodhi
Empire and the invading forces of Babur. Lodhi’s fighting forces had around
30,000 to 40,000 men and at least 1000 war elephants on the other hand,
Babur’s force included approximately 15,000 fighting men and 20-24 pieces
of field artillery.® It is believed that even after having a smaller fighting
Babur won because of the tactics he used to fight the battle; the sound of
the cannons made it easier to fear off the elephants along with trampling
Lodhi’s own men. The new war tricks used by Babur were the Zilughma
and the Araba. The former meant dividing the whole army into three parts
i.e. left, right and centre. The left and the right divisions were then
subdivided into forward and rear divisions. Arzba meant the carts which
were placed in the front rows facing the army of the centre and forward
division, tied to each other with animal hide ropes. The cannons were
placed behind them protected and supported by mantelets which could be
used to easily exercise the cannons. These two tactics made the Babur’s
artillery destructive. Ibrahim Lodhi dies on the battle field making Babur
as the new Emperor, eventually leading to the beginning of the Mughal
Dynasty.’

The Second Battle of Panipat was fought in November, 1556, amongst
the army of Akbar and the armies of Samrat Hemchandra Vikramaditya,
popularly known as Hemu, the Hindu king who was ruling North India
from Delhi. After the death of the Mughal emperor Humayun in January,
1556, the throne was succeeded by his son Akbar whose guardian was Bairam
Khan. They were campaigning in Kabul when Hemu started eyeing over the
throne in Delhi after quelling a rebellion in Bengal, killing Muhammad
Shah'in the war. Hemu started lobbying and fighting combats to win over
the northern India; a large area of Etawah, Kalpi, and Agra provinces
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comprising present day Bihar and U.P. came under Hemu’s control. In
October, 1556, Hemu’s forces had a fierce fight the Akbar’s forces who
were in Delhi while Akbar with his army was in Kalanaur during this
interaction. This fight turned out to be victorious for Hemu after which
Akbar decided to march towards Delhi along with his guardian Bairam
Khan and his army to defeat Hemu at the historic battlefield of Panipat
where his Grandfather Babur had started the Mughal Empire. Both the
forces were equipped with different kinds of resources, such as Hemu’s
forces had 1500 war elephants and 30,000 practices horsemen composed
of Rajputs and Afghans'! whereas Mughals had many elephants and 10,000
cavalry, amongst which 5000 were experienced soldiers. Akbar won after a
really long struggle although he denied to struck off Hemu’s head when
Bairam Khan came in and slashed his head on his own with the sword.
Hemu'’s followers constructed a memorial at the site of his beheading, which
still exists at the village Saudhapur in Panipat.

The Third Battle of Panipat was fought in January, 1761 between the
expeditionary Maratha forces and a coalition of Ahmad Shah Durrani'?
and Two Indian Muslim allies i.e. the Rohilla Afghans of the Doab, and
Shuja-ud-Daula, who was the Nawab of Oudh. This battle is considered to
be one of the largest battles fought in the 18" Century, which also accounted
for the largest number of fatalities reported in a single day. For almost 10
years, the aftermath of the battle resulted in halting the advances of Marathas
in the north, and destabilization of their territories. These 10 years were
marked by the rule of Peshwa Madhavrao, who was attributed with the
comeback of the Maratha domination after the defeat at Panipat.

Ten years after Panipat, in 1771, he sent aenormous Maratha army to
North India in an investigation that was mainly meant to (1) restore the
Maratha command in North India, and (2) punish determined powers
that had either took sides with the Afghans or had shook the Maratha
authority after Panipat. The success of this expedition could be seen as the
last saga of the long story of Panipat.'

Panipat as an Open -Air Museum

The history of Panipat is not just written in books, or remembered in oral
history but it does survive in every corner or the city with its beatifically
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carved monuments like tombs, mosques, gateways, memorial, inscriptions
over these monuments, objects preserved in the Panipat museum like copy
of manuscripts from Akbarnama'* and Baburnama," artefacts, photographs,
jewellery, important documents, arms and armour, maps and much more.
It’s not important to have a confined space to called as a museum, rather
an unconfined atmosphere which displays the living history of the place
can be called as a museum as well.

rahim Lodhi Tomb
The tomb of Ibrahim Lodhi'® was built as a result of the defeat of
Ibrahim Lodhi by Babur in the First Battle of Panipat in 1526. The British

Government erected a plain platform over his grave with a short Urdu

Plate 1: Ib

inscription over it'” (Plate 1). The inscriptional records account for one of
the most important primary data to study the history. It gives historical
evidence of the presence and activities of the rulers and empires, the cultural,
economic, social and religious ideologies of the era.'® However, as the time
passed by the tomb was shifted more towards the city unlike before.

To commemorate victory of Sultan Ibrahim Lodhi in the First Battle
of Panipat (1526 CE), Babur built the first Mughal monument in India
namely the Kabuli Bagh Mosque (Plate 2). The mosque situated inside the
compound has octagonal towers on its corners has its entrance from the
north. The gateway, engineered of bricks made of red sandstone, consists
of alintel bracket opening sheathed in an excessively huge arch, the spandrels
of that which are adorned with arched recesses sheathed in rectangular

panels.
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Plate 2: Kabuli Bagh Mosque

( source: https://haryanatourism.gov.in)

The main prayer hall, which is square in form, has annexes on sides
and its high fagade is split into panels plastered with lime. Each of the
annexes has nine bays that are surmounted with hemispherical domes resting
on low drums. When Humayun defeated Salim Shah, he added a masonry
platform called Chabutra-i-Fateh Mubarak.” It bears an inscription dated
1527 CE that says the name of the King and alternative information about
its builders.

Plate 3: Obelisk commemorated to the Third Battle of Panipat

(Source: https://haryanatourism.gov.in)

During British administration, this obelisk was established by the then
Surveyor General of Archaeology in India (Plate 3). It marks the location
of the Third Battle of Panipat in 1761 CE. Here, Sadashiva Rao Bhau,
who commanded the Maratha resistance during the battle, is believed to
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have laid down his life while fighting for his own people. A brick pillar
with an iron rod at the highest and an iron fence surrounding the entire
area marks the location. Astunning war memorial compound was built by
the Battles of Panipat Memorial Society around this obelisk in a huge
property. This Society was constituted by the Haryana Government in
1981 under the chairmanship Shri G.D. Tapse, the then Governor of
Haryana, as a respect and regard to the heroes that is, the soldiers, who laid
down their lives within the three battles of Panipat. The Society has also
opened up a Panipat Museum® at village Binjhol which preserves the living
history of the city of Panipat. The materials, objects and therefore the
write-ups concerning these battles alongside the archaeological and
ethnological materials are exhibited in this museum.

Plate 4: Panipat Museum

(Source: https://haryanatourism.gov.in)

Panipat museum houses a huge collection of important and meaningful
artifacts which has been an attempt to provide an insight into the acts of
bravery of some patriotic and valiant warriors who sacrificed their lives at
Panipat. Anenormous number of modern-day weapons, guns and armoury
and more have been acquired through loan from the Archaeological Survey
of India.” The department of Archaeology and Museums, Haryana® has
also shown interest and got involved in the project like these, and has
donated a huge number of objects for exhibition in the Panipat Museum
(Plate 4). These include replicas of a large number of artifacts in the form
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of status, coins, pottery and more, which were collected from the excavated
sites in Haryana besides a number of blow-ups of building and sites of
historical importance. Not just this, but a substantial number of items of
traditional art have been acquired from various districts of Haryana with
the help of District Administration which display a foretaste of Haryana’s
heritage.

Plate 5. Akbar’s victory over Hemu at the Battle of Panipat
(Source: https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-5900968)

This is a Mughal Miniature executed by a Kishangarh artist in the
early 18" century (Plate 5). The folio describes young Akbar riding a black
male elephant, he is wearing a purple jama and a bejewelled turban, behind
him his aid appears Hemu, the hands bound, lying on the ground trampled
by Akbar’s elephant, officers and soldiers around. Hemu’s wives are mournful
before the scene, in the background is the besieged city of Panipat. Opaque
pigments are heightened with gold on paper.

Conclusion

Panipat’s extraordinary history commences from the ancient times since
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the beginning of Mahabharata, to medieval times of the three Battles of
Panipat (1526, 1556 and 1761), and the intervention of the East India
Company to the modern period of this city becoming a commercial hub
for the textile industry and creating employment for a large number of
people and boosting the economy of India. Both Tangible and Intangible
collections together provide us with an unprecedented history which
accounts for major turning points in the history of ancient India affecting
the working of modern India as well, for example through understanding
the Mughal warfare techniques and study of Maratha’s forces and artillery,
modern technologies have been improvised. A lot of Manuscripts and
portfolios depicting Panipat’s history commissioned by the wealthy patrons
and rulers also shows the artists’ hard work, intricate work and
understanding of the theme. Many inscriptions, material culture, paintings
and photographs did give us a major insight into what must have happened
back then.

Panipat in itself can be considered as an open-air museum, as it is a
home to numerous tangible and intangible collection of cultures, traditions,
artefacts, inscriptions, numismatics and architectural history. The protection
and conservation of such an important site of rich heritage is a matter of
concern, where involvement of the local people is must. ICOM? also has
contributed in promoting the concept of open-air museums and the
archaeological heritage of the area by affiliating an organization?* abbreviated
as EXARC.” The organizations like these on a global level sets as an example
to prevent and conserve our cultural heritage in an innovative and creative

way.
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Armed Ascetic in Bharatpur and its Environs

(in the Second half of 18th century)

*Sutapa Bhattacharya

Armed Ascetics first arose in India after the establishment of the Delhi
Sultanate. The earlier existence of violent conflict between kings and temples
is documented for Kashmir in the Rajatarangini. The present paper seems to
cover the role played by the armed Shaiva nagas and gosains during the
heyday of the Mughal Empire. Bharatpur consists of in the present day, a
larger part of Western Uttar Pradesh, Eastern Rajasthan and Haryana. The
armed nagas and gosains had relations with the regional powers including
the Raja of Bharatpur was largely economic but in few cases political issues
were also involved.

The term gosains and nagas clearly indicate the origin of the order. They
originated from the Great Hindu philosopher Adi Sankaracharya (10
century CE). There is a lot of controversy regarding the actual date of the
appearance of Sankaracharya. Sankaracharya had four disciples viz. Padmapada,
Hastamulak, Totak and Mundan out of which ten sub-orders came into
existence who are widely known as Dasnamis. Dasnami means Giri, Puri,
Bharati, Saraswati, Aranya, Parvat, Tirtha, Ashram, Bon and Sagar. Giris,
Puris and Bharatis were frequently found both in their activities and scriptures.
Among the Dasnamis, the present paper intends to throw light on the nagas
and gosains and their armed activities in Bharatpur and surrounding regions.
Gosains means who used to lead a domestic settled life, performing religious
pilgrimages, carrying money-lending and trading activities and rendering their
services as mercenaries. The nagas were Koupindhari (wearing loin cloth),
carrying on their activities both in pilgrimage, money-lending and war-like
activities. The basic difference between the nagasand gosains were as such that

* Research Scholar, Department of History, Bankura University, West Bengal.
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the nagas used to stay in akharas whereas the gosains’ place of residence was
maths (monasteries). Among the maths, Joshi, Shringeri, Sarada and
Gobardhan may be mentioned. Moti Chandra’ in his account has mentioned
the existence of near about two hundred maths in and around Bharatpur and
its surrounding regions. Whereas, the/Nagas used to reside in various Akharas,
namely Mahanirbani, Niranjani, Abahan, Juna, Atal, Anand and Agni
Akharas. These Akharas were situated in Allahabad, Haridwar, Bharatpur
and other places of India. The math was not only the residence of the
gossains but also acted as a commercial centre from where they transacted
money-lending business and trading operations* whereas, Akharas were
mainly the storehouse of arms and weapons. Jadunath Sarkar® has shown
how the Atal and Abahan Akharas produced armed nagas who fought so
many fierce battles against not only the Muslims but also against the East
India Company in their early phase colonial rule in Bengal Presidency.* So
far the external behaviour of the nagas is concerned that it may be said that
they would smear ashes (Bibhuti) on their body and would carry long iron
chains round their neck.” These nagas were also called jatadhari (matted
hair) armed mendicants. Lorenzen® identified them as warrior ascetics due
to their war-like activities and war-like appearance in the battlefield. J.N
Farquhar” has called them fighting mendicants. This paper tends to show
how the fighting propensities of the 7zagas began to increase since the Turko-
Afghan period® down to the coming of the British in Bengal. They chose
their centres of operation mainly Bharatpur and its surroundings for which
I would like to lay emphasis on their warrior armed activities in those
regions. In order to prepare this paper, I have to consult not only the
printed books and journals but also the primary sources of the National
Archives of India,? New Delhi, U.P State Archives,'° Lucknow, Allahabad
Regional Archives, Allahabad and West Bengal State Archives,'' Calcutta.
The official documents written in English have been corroborated and
supplemented with the Persian documents,'” Marathi sources,” Hindi
sources'* and Akhara literatures."” The Akhara literatures are mostly found
in various Akharas. The detailed interviews!® with the mahants (head of the
gossains and nagas) of the Akharas not only of upper India but also the
akharas situated in various places of Bengal have been incorporated in the
present paper. It appears from the oral testimonies of the nagas residing in
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various akharas that how those fighting nagas fought so many battles in
order to maintain their Hinduttwa against the Islamic invasion. The
successors of these fighting nagas and gossains also glorify themselves for
the martial valour of their ancestors as it is revealed from their oral
testimonies.

It is ironic that David N. Lorenzen, J.N. Farquhar and William Pinch"
in their works seem to have failed to consult the various sources of invaluable
importance available in various Archives, Collectorate record room,
monasteries and oral testimonies left by the disciples and mahants belonging
to the Dasnami order. Lorenzen’s entire thesis is speculation based on
secondary literature. He even failed to relate the rise and growth of armed
ascetics. He had come to the conclusion that ‘warrior ascetics or monks who
became a significant political and military presence in North India from
about the 15" century’ and ‘continued until early decades of the 19 century’
but Lorenzen failed to point out how the Dasnami 7agas had become so
significant. Lorenzen himself admitted the importance of primary
documents for a fresh discussion on the subject. Similarly, William Pinch
outlined only a detailed narrative of the armed yogis and their encounters
with other religious groups excluding the Dasnamis Vairagis and
Nathapanthis in an all-India perspective and in order to demonstrate this,
he quoted the well-known accounts of Badauni,' Pietro Della Valle,”
Barbosa,® Peter Mundy?! and Francois Bernier.” But he failed to mention
how the relationship developed between the Dasnami Nagas and other
Hindu religious ascetics and also with the Muslim Fzkirs, Pinch did not
consult the Persian and Marathi sources to identify the growth of asceticism
and the role of Dasnami nagas in the Mughal period.

Historical Backgroun

The Dasnami nagas used to wander in various parts of India in search of
military services as armed soldiers since the Mughal period and thus they
were recruited by the regional powers of Bharatpur and its environs. An
early example of their military service in North India was their participation
in the battle between Prithviraj Chauhan, the Rajput ruler (1190-1192
CE) and Muhammad Ghori in 1192 CE in the battle of Tarain.”® They
fought for Prithviraj at Narayangarh near Panipath in which battle they
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displayed their military skill. Even when Prithviraj Chauhan continued
his fight against Chandal Raj of Bundelkhand near Mohoba the Dasnami
Nagas sided with the Rajput ruler.*

Activities in 18® Century

Their armed activity as a religious ascetic seems to have increased during
the Mughal period. When Jhansi became one of their great centres, it is
learnt that when Bir Singh Deo of Orcha in the beginning of the 17
century built a fort there, he garrisoned it with the help of these militant
nagas.”> The nagas under the leadership of Rajendra Giri Gosain assumed
the leadership and was an icon of the zagas in the art of warfare and militant
activities. The actual name of Rajendra Giri was Inder Giri but he got the
title of ‘Raja’ from the Nawabs of Awadh. Rajendra Giri was really a fighting
monk and past his livelihood in akharas. Padmakar has a detailed account
of Rajendra Giri’s training in the art of warfare since his childhood. He
was a great patron of Naro Shankar, the Maratha Chief (1730-175 CE) of
Jhansi.? (Since his power and position became a threat to the Marathas in
Bundelkhand, Rajnedra Giri was expelled by the Maratha chief in 1740-
50 and hence he joined with Safdar Jang, the Wazir of Awadh (1739-40).”
Since the fighting nagas belonged to the Dasnami, Rajendra Giri in 1750
in addition with his fighting activities had gone on pilgrimage to holy
Prayag but it was Rajendra Giri on behalf of the Nawabs of Awadh subjected
the Afghans to harassments. Rajendra Giri did not return without killing
the enemy for which the Afghans could not make any impressions on the
enemy. Rajendra Giri always came forward to offer his valuable service to
recover Allahabad from the devastating attack of the Afghans. Rajendra
Giri wanted to establish Hinduttwa at any form by killing the Afghans.
Thus the dispirited Awadh troops were fired with a new spirit and carried
out attacks on the Afghan camps.

Rajendra Giri’s next move was to rescue Safdar Jang from the court
politics, particularly from the Turani nobles. In order to preserve Safdar Jang’s
prestige, Rajendra Giri began to commit plunder in and around
Secunderabad.?® In order to attack the Turani nobles situated near Delhi,
Rajendra Giri was entrusted to plunder the jagir of the Turani nobles of
Delhi and Doab situated in the confluence of Ganga and Jamuna. This
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produced consternation in the city and alarmed the Mughal Emperor.
Rajendra Giri stopped the grain supply to Delhi and sharply raised food
prices in the capital.”? Rajendra Giri fell upon the imperial artillery on so
many occasions but in the evening of 19%/15% June, 1758, this reckless
monk met his end at the battle of Talkotra. Srivastava has commented, ‘in
this way the death defying commander of Safdar Jang’s army who sacrificed
his life in the cause of his master.”*® Rajendra Giri’s tragic death so shocked
the Wazir that Safdar Jang never personally went to any battle.’" After
Rajendra Giri’s death his two successors, Umrao Giri and Anup Giri,
popularly known as Gosain borthers aligned themselves with Awadh
government and became close associates of NawabShuja-ud-Daula (1759-
1769).”* In fact, Shuja-ud-Daula secured his throne with the help of
militant nagas and gosains. Gosains brothers’ first objective was to eliminate
the remnants of the civil war which had weakened the strength and power
of the Nawab of Awadh. The heroic militant 7zagas not only inflicted heavy
losses on the imperial armies and thus brought the civil war to an end.”
When in 1755, Balbant Singh, Raja of Benaras, broke into revolt; the
nagas and gosains under Anand Giri stood by the side of Nawab of Awadh
and secured the surrender of the fort of Chunar. Anup Giri on the other
side with his large militant armed 7aga forces advanced as far as Daraganj
in Allahabad and killed a large number of Afghans.?* The Maratha danger
for the Nawab of Awadh was also averted by the military leadership of
Anup Giri and Umrao Giri. Anup Giri due to his martial valour got the
title ‘Himmat Bahadur' which signifies his strength and position in the
court of Awadh.

The armed Nagas also joined with Jawhar Singh Jat of Bharatpur where
they played a conspicuous role in the Jat-Rohilla contest over the possession
of Delhi in the year 1764.% When Jawahir’s first attempt against the Rohillas
fell due to the non-availability of necessary help from the Maratha Chief
Malhar Rao Holkar the gossain brothers advanced towards Delhi on the
15" November 1764. It was the armed 7nagas under Umrao Giri changed
the situation by their heroic attack on the Rohillas.*® It appears that Jawahir’s
troops crossed the River Jamuna with the heroic assistance and bloody sacrifice
of the armed militant 7agas. Jawahir Singh was so pleased with the desperate
valour of the armed nagas that he honoured Umrao Giri by lifting him to
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the howdah of the own elephant.’” The armed ascetics under Anup Giri
even occupied the residence of Hafizuddin, the Rohilla King.?®

The defeat of the Jats at the hands of Marathas led to a breach of
understanding between Jats and armed ascetics that led them to join the
service of Mirza Najaf Khan, the Regent of Delhi, with the right to live by
plunder.”” When the armed nagus seized the city of Dig in Rajasthan, Ranjit
Singh, the successor of Jawahir Singh Jat of Bharatpur fled in order to avoid
the armed nagas.” The fighting armed nagas even participated in the
Maratha politics. The martial valour of these armed ascetics led Madhaji
Scindia, the Maratha Chief to secure their services against the English and
other,” The armed ascetics under Anup Giri and Umrao Giri fought in the
battle of Patan and Marta in 1790 against the Rajput-led Mughal armies.
Anup Giri made an alliance with Ali Bahadur, an illegitimate son of Peshwa
Baji Rao, in the latter’s attempt to conquer Bundelkhand. Padmakar, the
author of Himmat Bahadur Virudabali has shown not only the super skill
in the art of warfare but also highlighted how the armed 7agas established
their power and position as the semi-independent overlords in the power
politics not only in Bharatpur but also in its surroundings. Even in the
power politics of Rajasthan the armed ascetics had played a vital role,
particularly, against Joy Apa Sindhia of Marwar in 1759 where Mahant
Golap Puri with his armed contingents, each under its separate flag, played
a vital role.

The armed ascetics due to their services on behalf of the regional powers
of Bharatpur and its neighbouring regions were also given high patronage
and reward. In fact a nexus was formed in the power politics for which the
nagas were enrolled as Faujdar at Sharanpur in September 1752 to collect
revenue from the Afghan, Gujar and Barha Sayyid Chiefs of the region.
Tarikh-i-Ahmadshabi, a Persian manuscript has shown that the post of
Jfaujdar was actually enjoyed by the ruling family of Mughal lineage. It was
such a high post that it was held formerly by the Mughal emperor’s maternal
uncle, Mutaquddaulah and his son Atiqad.** Rajendra Giri extracted revenue
from the regional aristocrats of that region indiscriminately whereas his
predecessors failed to dethrone those disloyal aristocrats. Tarikh -i-
Abmadshahi says ‘the Afghans, Gujars and the Sayyids of Barha who had
never obeyed any faujdar before was totally ruined.® It is also learnt that
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Rajendra Giri collected revenue from the Muslim Zamindars of Etawah
and Kora-Jahanabad who had long enjoyed a preferential treatment in the
past.“

The Naga, Gosains became so powerful that sometimes they acted as
king makers and thus played their role at the Mughal Court. Jadunath
Sarkar has shown how the armed ascetics under Rajendra Giri, Anup Giri
and Umrao Giri began to formulate the power politics not only in the
Mughal court but also in the Maratha politics. With a view to controlling
the Mughal Empire as a de facto guardian Anup Giri made Afrasiyab’s
infant son as Mir Bakshi. It appears from lbratnama and Brown’s
correspondence that Anup Giri with his armed contingents attacked
Hamdani and confiscated their property.*

Besides, the armed ascetics were provided a large tract of madad-i-
mash land in Bharatpur and its surrounding regions as it is revealed from
the archival sources of Allahabad Regional Archives and U.P State Archives,
Lucknow. Muzaffar Alam has shown how these #aga ascetics were rewarded
not only with land in Awadh but they played the role as revenue farmers
and money-lenders.” In Allahabad the assignment of lakbiraj tenures to
religious groups including the nagas was so extensive that it helped the
imperial authority in creating a class which was expected to be sympathetic
towards the imperial interests. It appears from the correspondence and
proceedings of the Resident of Benaras that 55 bighas of land in the village
of Kundra in the pargana of Afferowmah in Allahabad was given to the
armed 7agas.”” Similarly, in the year 1711 Hirdyasal and Juggut Raj, the
sons of Prince Chattrasal of Bundelkhand granted rent-free tenure to Mohan
Giri. This tenure was also enjoyed by the successors of Mohan Giri for
rendering their services.*® These privileges were also given by the Nawabs
of Awadh, Prince of Bharatpur, Maratha Chieftains and others where the
armed ascetics played the role as semi-independent chieftains and warlords.
The status and prestige enjoyed by the armed ascetics characterised their
importance to the regional powers. The title ‘Rajendra’ and ‘Himmat
Bahadur’ reveal the prestige by the Naga commanders in the army of the
Awadh government. The titles ‘Rajendra’ and ‘Himmat Bahadur’ were
given by the Nawab of Awadh, Suja-ud-Daula for his successful expedition®
Furthermore, Safdar Jang, the Wazir of Awadh conferred on Rajendra
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Giri the extraordinary privilege of not bowing in his presence and of beating
his kettledrum.*® This honour was actually enjoyed by the highest rank in
the Mughal peerage’'Rajendra Giri was so influential that he did not require
any permission to fight against his enemies.”> The Jat Raja Jawhar Singh
appreciated the armed 7nagas bravery in war against the Rohillas by lifting
Umrao Giri to the howdah of his own elephant. Kumar Jagat Giri received
the title Jagatendra from the Mughal emperor implying the strength and
position of the armed ascetics in the armies of the Mughal government.
Even their habits of levying contributions from the local people were
tolerated by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb.>® Similar instances were found
all over Indian perspective.

To conclude my opinion, it is to be mentioned that the semi-
independent activities of the armed Sanyasis began to decline after the
coming of the English East India Company because the semi-independent
war-like activities and their plundering expeditions even in their long-
distance pilgrimages in the Kumbh Mela, Gangasagar mela (fair) the Bay
of Bengal and other places were considered by the British Governor-General
Lord Warren Hastings down to Lord Wellesley as suspicious. This suspicion
led them to enter into a bloody warfare particularly in Bengal, which was
popularly known as the Sanyasi Rebellion.
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A Forgotten Army: The Indian Legion

*Dr. Ajeet Singh Choudhary

The Second World War is a watershed in the history of Indian independence.
It acted as a catalytic and India hurtled to freedom. One major factor in
this was Hitler and the Indian army. Indian Legion variously known also
as the Tiger Legion was an Indian military unit raised during Second World
War in Germany. It was initially raised in 1941 and attached to the German
army and later from august 1944 attached to the Waffen-SS. Ostensibly,
the legion was to serve as an Indian liberation force, as conceived by Subhas
Chandra Bose, a prominent leader of the Indian independence movement,
who co-founded the legion when he came to Berlin in 1941, having just
escaped British house arrest in India. The initial recruits were Indian students
volunteers resident in Germany at the time, and a handful from the prisoners
of war (POWs) captured by great military general Erwin Rommel during
his North Africa Campaign (Libya). It would later draw a large number of
Indian POWs as volunteers. Contrary to popular opinion, the Germans
were not racist against the Indians and treated them with a lot of respect.
They respected the religious susceptibilities of the Indian Hindus, Sikhs
and Muslims and took out beef and pork from their rations. When German
surrender seemed imminent, the Legion attempted to flee to neutral
Switzerland. However, Allied forces intercepted them. Some French units
and partisans with a grudge closed in there are accounts of groups of Indian
soldiers being summarily executed. The remaining was handed over to the
British Army, who mistreated the “oath breakers”. The men were soon
shipped back to India and some stood at the INA Trials on charges of treason.

* Assistant Professor, Department of History, S K Government Girls College Sikar, Rajasthan
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Unlike the INA, which was popularly perceived to have fought for
freedom close to Indias borders, the Indian Legion suffered ignominy.
Nevertheless, due to public uproar during the INA Trials the Indian Legion’s
trials were not completed. Soon Independence came, and the soldiers of
INA and the Indian Legion were released. However, they were not allowed
to serve in the post-independence Indian Army, except in rare exceptions.
The government fell silent on the saga of the Indian Legion while the INA
story was celebrated (at least for a while): Indian troops fighting for Hitler
was not something to advertise. Thus, the Indian Legion, Netaji’s firstborn
army, was orphaned by war and politics. It remains largely forgotten outside
historical research.

In my research paper presented describes the contribution of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and his brave soldiers of the Indian Legion, who have
not been given an honorable place in Indian history till date.

Introduction

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (23 January 1897 — 18 August 1945) is one of
the most celebrated freedom fighters of India. In 1942, he earned the honorific
title ‘Netaji’ (meaning “Respected Leader” in Hindi), in Germany by the
Indian soldiers of the Free Indian Legion and by the German and Indian
officials in the Special Bureau for India in Berlin.On the occasion of the
125 birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, we will look back
on his life and all that he accomplished as one of the most celebrated young
freedom fighters of India.

Subhas Chandra Bose was born on 23 January, 1897, in Cuttack, Orissa
Division, Bengal Province, to Prabhavati Dutt Bose and Janakinath Bose,
an advocate. He belonged to a well to do family and was the ninth of 14
children. Bose studied at Presidency College, Calcutta where he was later
expelled for attacking a professor making racist remarks towards Indians. He
then joined the Scottish Church College and earned his B.A in Philosophy:.
In 1919, under pressure from his father, Bose headed to London to give the
Indian Civil Services (ICS) examination; he came fourth and was selected.
Bose, however, resigned from Civil Services as he believed he could not side
with the British. In 1921, Bose worked under Chittaranjan Das, a powerful
politician in Bengal. He worked as the editor for Das’s newspaper, forward,
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and later started his own newspaper, Swaraj. In 1923, Bose was elected the
President of the All India Youth Congress and also the Secretary of Bengal
State Congress. He also served as the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta
Municipal Corporation, with Das as mayor of Calcutta. He was regarded as
avigilant and charismatic youth icon in the Indian National Congress. Bose
was arrested countless times, and deported to Burma (Myanmar) in 1925
because he was suspected of connections with secret revolutionary
movements.'

His uncompromising military struggle for freedom unnerved the
British and they marked him out as their ‘arch enemy’. To restrict his
movements, repeatedly the Government put him to prison seven times in
course of his twenty years struggle at home (1921-1941)- ‘on trumped up
charge of his active complicity with terrorists.” Subhas Chandra Bose had
to travel to Europe due to his health Problems. His stay in Europe covered
a period of four years (1933-36) and after a quick recovery he traveled
extensively in different parts of Europe to familiarize the European countries
with the Indian problem as well as to get a firsthand and direct impression
and knowledge of the revolutionary or national liberal movements in those
countries of which he made a detailed study. In the light of his experience
he wanted to determine the future course of Indian independence
movement, although frankly speaking he did not yet foresee his future
programmed of the national liberation movement from European soil in
1941-43. However his preliminary contacts with Germany and particularly
Mussolini of Italy served as the background of his 1941-43 exploits in
these countries. Particularly during this period Subhas Chandra came into
close contact, as Lothar Frank points out, with a different group in the
National Socialist Party of Germany who formed a secret organization
against the diehards of the party itself. This factor of his association with
this secret organization turned out to be important in his second visit to
Germany in 1941 with the purpose of organizing national liberation
movement in Germany of India’s independence with German and Italian
collaboration.

During the mid-1930s Bose travelled in Europe, visiting Indian students
and European politicians, including Benito Mussolini. He observed party
organization and saw communism and fascism in action. In this period, he
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researched and wrote the first part of his book The Indian Struggle, which
covered the country’s independence movement in the years 1920-1934.
When Bose returned to India, he took over as the elected President of
Congress in 1938; he stood for unqualified Swaraj (self-governance) and
the use of force against the British which then combated against Mahatma
Gandhi and his views. Bose soon resigned from the presidency and formed
the All India Forward Bloc, a faction within the Indian National Congress.
He aimed at consolidating the political left, but was arrested again, and
released following a seven-day hunger strike. Bose’s house in Calcutta was
kept under surveillance by the CID.

In 1941, during his house arrest, Bose set the scene for his escape to
Nazi Germany via Afghanistan and the Soviet Union. The great leader of
India Subhas Chandra Bose made his escape from house arrest. His journey
took him westward, through the border town of Peshawar and on the capital
of Afghanistan, reaching Kabul on 25 January 1941. Here Bose and his
travelling companion, one Bhagat Ram, tried in vain to make contact with
the Soviet Embassy. They then tried the Germans, who passed them on to
the Italians. Bose was given an Italian passport in the name of Orlando
Mazzotta and continued his journey by road to Samarkand. From here, it
was relatively easy train ride to Moscow and the German Embassy.? To
undertakes such a journey, with all its inherent dangers, a man must possess
a steely determination. For Bose, this determination was fired by the idea of
an India free from British rule. Bose was not alone with such ideals. Both
Gandhi and Nehru also wanted India to determine her on own destiny.
Where Bose was alone in his method. He was determined to free India at
any cost, and when Britain and her empire declared war against Germany,
Bose saw his chance. Ultimately he would approach the Germans on behalf
of a Free India and ask for their help, as had happened in the Great War.?
With their assistance he would raise an army of revolution and end of the
British Imperial rule, freeing his country once and for all. With this goal in
mind, Bose took off from Moscow just before midnight on 31 March
bound for Berlin, arriving on 2 April 1941.

On his arrival in Berlin, Bose was initially put up by the German Foreign
Office in a hotel, close to the district of the Tiergarten and its embassies.
Bose lost no time in trying to persuade the Germans to help him, although
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the latter were not so keen. He tried a numbers of times to see the Foreign
Minister, Von Ribbentrop, initially without luck. When he finally succeeded,
on 29 April 1941, in Vienna, he laid out his plans. If the Germans would
help him, he would set up a government in exile and raise a Free Indian
Army of 100000 men. Manpower, Bose went on, would be found from
prisoners of war and mass desertions. The latter would be orchestrated by a
propaganda campaign from Berlin. Bose would then strike at India from the
west, once the Axis Powers had secured victory in the Middle East and he
was given the idea that he would be able to operate, to his own agenda in the
North-West Frontier Provinces.

Adam Von Trot, an active leader used his influence as Head of the India
section of the foreign office in Berlin for transforming this section into the
special India Division working for Subhas. It was mainly through his
recommendation that later Free India centre, which Bose wanted, was
established with facilities accorded to him for raising the Indian Legion from
among the Indian prisoners of war. According to Leonard Gordon “Trott
become the key link for Bose to the German Foreign office’. An effective
organization was gradually built up from within the government, starting
from May 1941, in accordance with the requirements of Bose fight for free
India. This apparatus had to be organized and constructed in such way that
could function perfectly independently under Netaji’s or his co-workers
leadership.A fundamental decision had to be taken, if possible by the highest
political circles, regarding an extensive program between a defined numbers
of authorities, organization and persons with the purpose of winning a
maximum number of well-qualified Indian comrades from all over Germany,
the neighboring countries and from the frontiers of war and to train them in
order to from a consolidated and independent Indian organization that could
do full justice to the plans and programs, Bose had in mind.*

From the report of Pietro Quaroni (Italian Diplomat Ambassador to
Londan), date 02.04.1941, we get idea of Subhas Chandra Bose program of
achieving independence with the help of Axis Powers. As the first step, he
thought it would be convenient to constitute in Europe a “Government of
Free India” with a name to be decided upon and the Axis powers should
promise, recognize and guarantee the independence and integrity of India to
the said government. With such promise in hand, the Government of Free
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India would begin a special radio campaign of its own on two basic subjects-
1. The victory of Axis powers is sure. 2. There is nothing to hope for from
England.

At the same time along with this propaganda, the Government of free
India would actively promote revolution in India as its contribution to the
common fight against England; for this naturally it would require help which
should be given by the Axis powers in the form of a loan which India, once
free, would pay back. Bose was of the opinion that the main obstacle to the
prospects of a revolution in India was the great fear of England in public and
more than the belief that England with its strength and its fortunes would
eventually overcome this crisis. The basic problem according to Bose was to
convince Indians with facts and with propaganda that England could be
beaten and beaten.

To Subhas Chandra Bose the most crucial matter was the Axis powers
declaration of Indian independence among their war aims, which “would
give a locus standi to his struggle from abroad, a struggle in the name of a
Free India State.” Thus before such declaration he was approached by Germany
to broadcast from Berlin, but he refused because, as H. N. Pandit aptly
points out, “he would notagree to be a tool for use in the German propaganda
machine.”*This declaration, Bose felt was most urgent, since “the nearer the
German armies move towards India”, as Hauner observes, “the more hostile
will the Indian people become towards Germany, the march of the German
troops towards the East will be regarded as the approach not of a friend but
of an enemy”.”

Pending such declaration, Bose to prepare the ground of his future
activities in Europe, submitted three memorandums to the German Foreign
Office. The first memorandum dated 09.04.1941 outlines a plan for
collaboration between the Axis Powers and India, with reference to the
proposal of establishment of a free India centre in Europe and to the request
for financial and military support. The second memorandum dated
03.05.1941 suggests the necessity for the declaration of policy by the Axis
Powers towards India and the Arab countries indicating Bose’s attempt to
interlink India’s struggle for freedom with that of the Arab countries against
the British Raj. The third memorandum dated 20.05.1941 provided a detailed
plan of work for Indian independence. But no forthcoming or positive results
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followed the submission of the memorandums. Thus Subhas Chandra Bose
did not give up. He did not yield to the negative attitude of the German
Government and with the support of Trot gave continued pressure on the
German Foreign Office for active help in the formation of a Free India Centre
and an Indian Legion out of the Indian Prisoners of war, apart from the
central point of the Axis Declaration of a Free India. After his meeting with
the Foreign Minister Ribbentrop and later on with the Fuehrer on 29 May
1942, Netaji was granted, as desired. In his detailed plan of work submitted
to the German Foreign Office later that month, Netaji proposed to organize
a “Free Indian Legion”. Made up of volunteers from prisoners of war, the
Indian would eventually join Axis expeditionary corps to be sent to India.
Bose planned to prepare a “big military campaign in the independent Tribal
Territory between Afghanistan and India”. Bose’s military plans may have
been wishful thinking, but his move to set up an Indian Legion was well
timed.

Genesis of the Free Indian Legion

The British Indian Army was the largest volunteer army in the world in
1900. It was used by Britain for its colonial expansion and put down rebellions
in various part of the world. In First World War, they saw actions in Europe
trenches. The British Indian Army was used as cannon folder in some place
and subjected to harsh weather conditions. Again in Second World War, the
British Indian Army was the largest volunteer army in the world and found
action in Europe and North Africa. The independence movement in India
had gained momentum from 1938. The Indian independence movement
led by leaders likes Mahatma Gandhi advocated non-violence. Mahatma
Gandhi, like many others Indians, believed that the help provided by India
to Britain in Second World War could hasten Indian independence. Subhas
Chandra Bose did not agree with Gandhi’s views. According to him, India
will soon become independent by supporting Germany in the war. Bose
advocated a violent path to freedom. Bose was kept under house arrest by
British Government but escaped in 1941 with the help of Northwest
Communist Party. Bose traveled via Afghanistan to Moscow and then to
Berlin. In Berlin, Bose met Heinrich Himmler, the SS leader and requested
permission to form a Free Indian Government in exile. Bose meet with
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Hitler later and got the green signal to start his Free Indian Government and
operated from Berlin. Bose set up a radio station to broadcast anti-British
propaganda and was actively volunteers for his cause. Field Marshal Erwin
Romel’s success in North Africa led to the capture of hundreds of soldiers
from British Indian Army.

At the onset of World War 11, all the three major Axis powers, at some
stage of their campaigns, sought to exploit the armed revolutionary activities
within India and aided the recruitment of a military force from anti British
Indian Prisoners of War (PsOW) as also from nationalist expatriates. Of this
the most famous was the Free Indian Legion that came into being with the
support of the Nazi Germans and also INA that came into being with the
support of the Japanese Empire in the Far East.

However, at this time in India, although the Congress Party had passed
resolutions conditionally supporting the British war effort, Indian public
opinion was hostile at Britain’s unilateral decision to declare India as a
belligerent on the Allied side. Subhas Chandra Bose was a vociferous opponent
to this perfidy by Britain. The British thus perceived him as a threat and
promptly placed him under arrest. Bose would escape and make his way to
the Soviet Union via Afghanistan (A spell binding escape narrated vividly in
the book “The Indian Spy” by Mihir Bose). Netaji hoped that the communist
anti imperialist stance to capitalism would garner Soviet support but was
disappointed; hence he then made his way to Berlin, where he reached on 3
April 1941. In the meeting with Hitler he outlined his plan of raising an
Indian force which would then march through the Caucasus and into India
and herald the demise of the British Empire in India. By the end of 1941,
Hitler’s regime officially recognised his provisional “Free India Government”
in exile, and agreed to help Netaji to raise an army to fight for his cause. It
was to be called “The Free India Legion”.

The first troops of the Indian legion were recruited from Indian POWs
captured at EL Mekili, Libya during the battles for Tobruk. The German
forces in the western desert selected a core group of 27 POWs as potential
officers and they were flown to Berlin in May 1941, to be followed, after
the Centro / experiment, by POWs being transferred from the Italian
forces to Germany. The number of POWs transferred to Germany grew
to about 10,000 who were eventually housed at Annaberg camp, where
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Subhas Chandra Bose first met with them. A first group of 300 volunteers
from the POWs and Indians expatriates in Germany were sent to
Frankenberg camp near Chemnitz, to train and convince arriving POWs
to join the legion.?

As the numbers of POWs joining the legion swelled, the legion was
moved to Konigsbruck for further training. It was at Konigsbruckthat
uniforms were first issued, in German feldgrau with the badge of the leaping
tiger of Azad Hind. The formation of the Indian National Army was
announced by the German Propaganda Ministry in January 1942. It did
not, however, take oath until 26 August 1942, as the Legion Freies Indien of
the German Army. By May 1943, the numbers had swelled, aided by the
enlistment as volunteers of Indian expatriates.Overall, there were about
15,000 Indian POWs in Europe, primarily held in Germany by 1943. While
some remained loyal to the King-Emperor and treated Bose and the Legion
with contempt, most were at least somewhat sympathetic to Bose’s cause.
While approximately 2,000 became legionnaires, some others did not
complete their training due to various reasons and circumstances. In total,
the maximum size of the Legion was 2,600.

The soldiers of the Free Indian Legion were the first to observe and
witness some of the national traditions and practices, which have now become
a part of our national legacy. Bose, after founding the Indian National
Provisional Government in Berlin, chose the ‘Jana Gana Mana’ song written
by Rabindra Nath Tagore as the National Anthem. This decision of Bose
would later be ratified by the Indian Government after Independence. Jana
Gana Mana was first performed as the official National Anthem of Free
India on September 11, 1942 on the occasion of the foundation of Indo-
German society (Deutsch-Indische Gesellschaft). Bose also wanted a common
national greeting that could be used by people of any religion or communities.
Abid Hasan, the secretary of Bose, heard two Rajput soldiers greeting each
other with “Jai Ram Ji Ki”. He really liked the sound of it and proposed the
greeting ‘Jai Hindustan Ki’ to Bose. The shorter version of it, simply ‘Jai
Hind’ sounded better and would be used by Bose as the national greeting of
Azad Hind. This is how the greeting ‘Jai Hind’ originated.

The uniform issued to the Legion was the standard German Army
feldgrau (field grey). The troops wore on their right upper arm a specially
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designed arm badge in the shape of a shield with three horizontal stripes of
saffron, white and green — the colors of the flag of Azad Hind. The badge
featured a leaping tiger on the white middle band. The legend Legion Freies
Indien was inscribed in black on a white background above the tricolor.
Sikhs in the Legion were permitted to wear turbans as dictated by their faith,
of a colour appropriate to the uniform in the place of the standard peaked
cap. Legion Freies Indien was organized as a standard German motorized
infantry unit with three battalions of four companies each. Initially, all its
commissioned officers were German.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose sought and obtained agreement from
the German High Command for the rather remarkable terms by which the
Legion would serve in German military. German soldiers would train the
Indians in the strictest military discipline, in all branches of infantry in using
weapons and motorized units, the same way a German formation was trained;
the Indian legionnaires were not to be mixed with any German formations;
they were not to be sent to any front other than in India for fighting against
the British—but would be allowed to fight in self-defense at any other place;
and nonetheless in all other respects the legionnaires would enjoy the same
facilities and amenities regarding pay, clothing, food, leave, etc., as German
soldiers. As for the unit’s eventual deployments in the Netherlands and France,
they were ostensibly for training purposes, according to Bose’s plans for the
unit to be trained in some aspects of coastal defence.” After the invasion of
France by the Allies, the unit was ordered back to Germany, so that it would
not participate in fighting for German military interests.

Organization of the Free Indian Legion the British Indian Army, possibly
as an extension of their ‘divide and rule’ policy, had organized Indian Army
units on the basis of regional identities. Bose from the inception of the Legion
sought to eradicate any semblance of divisive factors and built a force on a
unified Indian identity. Consequently, the Free Indian Legion was organized
as mixed units comprising of all religions, states and class. Approximately
two-thirds of the Legion’s members were Hindus and one third Muslims
and other religions, including a large number of Sikhs. The success of Bose’s
idea of developing a unified national identity was evident when Heinrich
Himmler proposed in late 1943 (after Bose’s departure) that the Muslim
soldiers of the I.R. 950 be recruited into the new Handschar Division. The
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commander of the S§S Head Office, Gottlob Berger, was obliged to point
out that while the Bosnians of the “Handschar” perceived themselves as people
of a European identity, Indian Muslims perceived themselves as Indians. This
was the first time a modern professional Indian Army was created where
Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims all served together in close-knit units and this
set a precedent for Indian Army of the post-Independent era. After the end
of the war, when the British investigators interrogated the soldiers and
commanders of the Free Indian Legion they found “the morale, discipline
and indo German relations were excellent”.

Operation by the Indian Legion
It is doubtful that Subhas Chandra Bose envisaged the Free India Legion

would ever be an army sufficient or strong enough to conduct an effective
campaign across Persia into India on its own. Instead, the IR 950 was to
become a pathfinder, preceding a larger Indo-German force in a Caucasian
campaign into the western frontiers of British India, which would encourage
public resentment of the Raj and incite the British Indian Army into revolt.

Following German defeat in Europe at Stalingrad and in North Africa
at El Alamein, it became clear that an Axis assault through Persia or even the
Soviet Union was unlikely. Meanwhile, Bose had travelled to the Far East,
where the Indian National Army was able to engage the Allies alongside the
Japanese Army in Burma, and ultimately in northeastern India. The German
Naval High Command at this time made the decision to transfer much of
the leadership and a segment of the Free India Legion to South Asia and on
21 January, they were formally made a part of the Indian National Army.
Most troops of the Indian Legion, however, remained in Europe through
the war and were never utilized in their originally planned role.

To the end of serving as a pathfinder, Operation Bajadere was launched
in January 1942 when detachments of the Free Indian Legion were
paradropped into Eastern Persia tasked to infiltrate into Baluchistan Province.
They numbered about one hundred and had trained with the German
Brandenburgers (the special forces of the Wehrmacht). They were tasked to
commence sabotage operations in preparation for the anticipated national
revolt. Information passed on to Abwehr headquarters in Berlin from their
office in Kabul indicate that they were successful in carrying out sabotage
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operations, but that they had no significant effect on military activity in
their area.

The legion was transferred to Zeeland in the Netherlands in April 1943
as part of the Atlantic Wall and later to France in September 1943, attached
to the 344th Infantry Division and later the 159th Infantry Division of
the Wehrmacht. From Beverloo in Belgium, the 1st Battalion was reassigned
to Zandvoort in May 1943 where they stayed until relieved by the Georgian
Legion in August. In September 1943, the battalion was deployed on the
Atlantic coast of Bordeaux on the Bay of Biscay. The 2nd Battalion moved
from Beverloo to the island of Texel in May 1943 and stayed there until
relieved in September of that year. From here, it was deployed to Les Sables-
d’Olonne in France. The 3rd Battalion remained at Oldebroek as Corps
Reserve until the end of September 1943,'° where they gained a “wild and
loathsome” reputation amongst the locals.

The legion was stationed in the Lacanau (near Bordeaux) at the time
of the Normandy landings, and remained there for up to two months
after D-Day. On 8 August 1944 Himmler authorized its control to be
transferred to the Waffen-SS, as was that of every other foreign volunteer
unit of the German Army."" The unit was renamed the IndischeFreiwilligen
Legion der Waffen-SS. Command of the legion was very shortly transferred
from Lieutenant Colonel Kurt Krapp to Oberfiihrer Heinz Bertling. The
Indian personnel noticed a change of command was at hand and started to
complain. Noting he wasnt “wanted” Bertling soon agreed to be relieved
of command."? On 15 August, the unit pulled out of Lacanau to make its
way back to Germany. It was in the second leg of this journey,
from Poitiers to Chateauroux that it suffered its first combat casualty
(Lieutenant Ali Khan) while engaging French regular forces in the town
of Dun. The unit also engaged with allied armour at Nuits-Saint-
Georges while retreating across the Loire to Dijon. It was regularly harassed
by the French Resistance, suffering two more casualties (Lieutenant Kalu
Ram and Captain Mela Ram). The unit moved from Remiremont through
Alsace to Camp Heuberg in Germany in the winter of 1944, where it stayed
until March 1945.%
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End of the Indian Legion

With the defeat of the Third Reich imminent in May 1945, the remainder
of the Indian Legion stationed in Germany sought sanctuary in neutral
Switzerland. They undertook a desperate 2.6 kilometer march along the
shores of Lake Constance, attempting to enter Switzerland via the alpine
passes. This was, however, unsuccessful and the legion was captured by US
and French forces and delivered to British and Indian forces in Europe. There
is some evidence that some of these Indian troops were shot by French
Moroccan troops in the town of Immenstadt after their capture, before they
could be delivered to the British forces. The captured troops would later be
shipped back to India, where a number would stand trial for treason.

In considering the history of the Free India Legion, the most controversial
aspect is its integral link to the Nazi Germany, with a widespread perception
that they were collaborators with Nazi Germany by the virtue of their uniform,
oath and field of operation. The views of the founder and leader of the Azad
Hind movement, Subhas Chandra Bose, were somewhat more nuanced than
straightforward support for the Axis. During the 1930s Bose had organized
and led protest marches against Japanese imperialism, and wrote an article
attacking Japanese imperialism, although expressing admiration for other
aspects of the Japanese regime. Bose’s correspondence prior to 1939 also
showed his deep disapproval of the racist practices and annulment of
democratic institutions by the Nazis. He nonetheless expressed admiration
for the authoritarian methods which he saw in Italy and Germany during
the 1930s, and thought they could be used in building an independent India.
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s view was not necessarily shared by the men of
the Free India Legion, and they were not wholly party to Nazi ideology or in
collaboration with the Nazi machinery.Even in Asia, where the Indian
National Army was much larger and fought the British directly, Bose faced
similar obstacles at first. All of this goes to show that many of the men never
possessed loyalty to the Nazi cause or ideology; the motivation of the Legion’s

men was to fight for India’s independence.”

Conclusion

In considering the memory of the Indian Legion and the ramifications of its
creation the most controversial aspect is the integral link to Nazi Germany:.
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This has prompted many historians to view the Legion as a mercenary force
allied with Nazism by virtue of their oath, uniform and field of operations.
The tides of war did not permit the Legion to engage in its original conceived
role hence it is not correct to hold any argument as to whether they did or
could have fulfilled the destiny that the brave hearts of the Legion believed
in. Asa condition of Independence, readily agreed to by the INC, members
of the Free India Legion and INA were not allowed to serve in the post-
independence Indian Army, and were all released before Independence. Were
then, Bose plans for the Legion too grandiose for its own capability? In
military terms that are a definitive yes, for the fate of the Indian Legion was
tied to that of the Axis. However, in political terms, to consider the Legion
a ‘paper tiger’ is incorrect. We must not ignore the events that were occurring
in India since 1945 and more specifically, in the British Indian Army post
war. To consider the impact of the Legion, it is necessary to consider the
impact of the entire Azad Hind movement towards the demise of the Raj. It
is without doubt that the Indians who fought alongside the Axis powers
accelerated Indian independence.

Unlike the INA, which was popularly perceived to have fought for
freedom close to Indian borders, the Indian Legion suffered ignominy.
Nevertheless, due to public uproar during the INA Trials, the Indian Legion’s
trials were not completed. Soon independence came and the soldiers of INA
and the Indian Legion were released. However, they were not allowed to
serve in the post-independence Indian Army, except in the rare exceptions.
The government fell silent on the saga of the Indian Legion while the INA
story was celebrated. Indian troops fighting for the Hitler was not something
to advertise. Thus, the Indian Legion, Subhas Chandra Bose firstborn army,
was orphaned by war and politics. It remains largely forgotten outside
historical research.

The India Legion fought bravely, but the Indian government after 1947,
decided to keep this information under wraps as it was not thought proper
to propagate the fact that Indian troops had fought on behalf of Hitler and
Germany. Thus, these valiant soldiers never got their due and faded into
History. In addition, Nehru considered Bose his rival and he feared that any
importance to Bose and his army would affect his standing in India. It is
more moot to consider here why the sacrifices of these brave Indians are



220 Haryana History Congress - 5" Session

dusted away from the pages of our history and text books and acknowledge
their sacrifices towards our freedom.

Free India Legion was conceived with the same doctrine as the Indian
National Army (INA) and this facet of the Azad Hind movement barely
finds mention in the annals of Independent India’s history. This is possibly
that their battles were far removed from the battlefields of the East; closer to
home, where the troops of the INA had fought and died and ignited public
imagination as also the post Independence apathy shown by the Government
towards Netaji and the INA. To consider the legacy of the Free India Legion
one has to consider both the Azad Hind movement and the events in Europe
during those years of strife.

True, The Indian Legion and INA failed to achieve its goal of liberating
India through an armed struggle, it certainly left an indelible mark in the
history of India’s struggle for independence. The activities of Indian Legion
and INA ensured that the British could no longer depend on the loyalty of
Indian soldiers. The very composition of Indian Legion reaffirmed the idea
of Indian nationalism as Hindu, Muslim and Sikh fought together as one
nation under the flag of Indian Legion and INA. The Indian Legion also
demonstrated the commitment of overseas Indians for the freedom of their
Motherland. Even though Subhas Chandra Bose’s strategy of cooperating
with the fascist powers was criticized by the nationalists, it must be
remembered that whatever he did, he died for Indian’s freedom. He was
determined to maintain the independence of INA from Japanese domination
and also objected to the use of Indian Legion against USSR. Bose and Indian
Legion successfully set an inspiring example of patriotism and courage in
front of the entire country and were admiringly hailed as Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose by all his countrymen.
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Haryana and the Non Cooperation Movement

*Vanshika Kirar

There is a lot of controversy regarding the origin of word ‘Haryana’. It is
traced to different sources and has been explained in several ways. Maharaj
Krishan, the author of ‘7arikh-i-Zillah Rohtak’ is of the opinion that the
word ‘Haryana’ is derives from ‘Harah’ (robbery) once prevalent in this area,
since previously this region was inhabited by robbers and dacoits.! It has also
been suggested that ‘Haryana is derived from ‘Hari’ which indicates that at
one time it was a rich and fertile land.> EWilson is of the opinion the
“Haryana is so called because it was formerly a green forest (Haryalban).?”

The name is also traced to Raja Harish Chander of Oudh who is said to
have settled in this part of the country.* Acharya Bhagwan Dev is of the
opinion that the name ‘Haryana’ has originated from ‘Har’ the Lord
Mahadev, who was worshipped and is still being worshipped by a large
number of people living in this region.” Dharnidhar in his book ‘Akhand
Prakash’ has said that the word ‘Haryana comes from ‘Haribanka’ connected
with the worship of (Hari), the lord ‘Indra’. Since this region is a dry one, its
people always worship Lord Indira for rain.® Another writer G.C. Awasthi
in his book ‘Ved Bharatal has traced the name back to ‘Rigveda’ itself.
According to him “Vahuraja’ who ruled over this tract need ‘Hariyana’as a
qualifying adjective with his name and this, the area came to be known as
such.” It is also said that a wild plant ‘Hariban’ formerly very common in
this area may have given this name to this region.®

‘Rahul Sanaskrityayana’ a reputed scholar held the name to be a corrupt
form of ‘Haridhankaya’ a term used in ancient literature for this area. Dr.
Budh Prakash connects Haryana with ‘Abhirayana’ as the region was

* Research Scholar, Department of History, University of Delhi.
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populated with the ‘Ahirs’ during the post Mughal period (Abhirayana =
Ahirayana =Hirayana = Hariyana).” V.S. Aggarwal also supports this view.
According to to Dr. Hari Ram Gupt Hariyana seems to be corrupted form
of Lord ‘Aryana’, the home of Aryanas like Rajputana the land of Rajputs,
Bhattiana, the abode of Bhattis and Ludhiana the habitat of Lodis, all these
being situated in the same region contiguous to one another."” This view is
also supported by other historian like A.C. Dass and R. K. Mukerjee. They
said that the original home of the Aryans was the region called Haryana.
The banks of the Saraswati river were their earlier settlements. It was from
here that they later migrated to other parts of India, Asia and Europe.!!
Prof. A.V. Bashan also supports this view. Sometimes the origin of word
‘Hariyana’ is traced to the coming (ANA) of Lord Krishna (Hari) to this
region. Thus we see that there are a number of myths and facts regarding
the origin of the word ‘Haryana’.

The Role of Haryana in the Non Cooperation Movement

The Nationalist Movement led by the Congress spread in Haryana and
the people whole heartedly supported the campaign against the British,
The news of the massacre of Jalian Wala Bagh on April 13, 1919 struck the
people of Haryana with horror. On April 14, demonstrations were held
throughout the district of Rohtak and Public property was damaged by
angry mobs at Rohtak, Samar Gopalpur and Gohana.Mahatma Gandhi,
who had lost his faith in the British reigns by then, launched an All India
Campaign of Non-Violent, Non-Cooperation movement to bring the
British Administration to a standstill. The Congress adopted a resolution
of Non-Cooperation with the government in its Annual Session held at
Calcutta on August 4 1920. The resolution called upon the students to
leave schools and colleges, the employees to give up government jobs and
the farmers not to pay land revenue to the government.

In pursuance of this programme, a special meeting was at Bhiwani on
October 20, 1920 to popularise the programme of the Non-Cooperation
Movement. Similarly, a District Conference held at Rohtak in November
1920, and attended by ten to fifteen thousand persons, passed a resolution
to launch Non-Cooperation Movement.'* A Swaraj Ashram was established
at Rohtak to serve as the office and hosts for workers of the movement. In
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response to Gandhi Ji’s call to do away with government saponsored
institutions, Jat High School and Vaish High School, Rohtak disaffilisted
themselves from the University of Punjab.

A large public meeting was addressed at Kalanaur (Dist. Rohtak) by
Gandhi Ji and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. It was here that Gandhi Ji used
the word ‘Satanic Government’ for the British Government for the first
time which later on became a common word. “Indians must not co-operate
with this Satanic Government in any way,'® he said “They should leave
Government Services. Pleaders should not practice in the courts, leaders
should boycott the Councils and students should refrain from going to
Government Schools and Colleges.” He also exhorted the people to take
to the spinning wheel and to boycott the foreign goods in a non-violent
way. To dampen the spirits of the people, the Government arrested a large
number of leaders from Rohtak, Jhajjar, Mahes and few villages.

Pandit Sri Ram Sharma of Rohtak joined the Congress at the time of
non-cooperationmovement in 1920. At the call of Mahatma Gandi, he
gave up studies and jumped in the movement. After Lala Lajpat Rai had
left for Lahore, Sri Ram Sharma organised the nationalist movement in
Haryana under the Congress flag. On March 1, 1923 he started ‘Haryana
Tilak’ a weekly newspaper in urdu for the propagation and advancement
of the Congtess ideas and ideology in Haryana. He spent several years in
Jail for the national cause. After independence, he remained Minister in
Punjab for a memberof years. Others who associated themselves with the
Congress in Haryana were Lala Sham Lal from Rohtak, Padit Neki Ran
from Bhiwani and Bhargava brothers- Dr. Gopi Chand and Thakur Dass
from Hissar. Lala Lajpat Rai was a lawyer from Hissar who had later on
shifted to Lahore. Lala Lajpat Rai was born in 1865 and at the age of 17,
he joined the Arya Samaj and within a very short period, because one of
the front rank leaders. He was influenced by the Samaj on account of its
educational mission. In 1886, he paused his L.L.B. examination and started
his practice at Hissar. After 6 years, he shifted to Lahore to practise in the
Punjab High Court.

He was attracted towards the Congress since its establishment but soon
got disillusioned with it as he felt that the congress leaders are more for
fame and pomp than for the interest of the country. He disapproved the
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congress policy of ‘begging’ for rights. In 1896, Lalaji published shorts
biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi and Shivaji with the object of
infusingpatriotic sentiments in the youth of the country.

In July 1920, Lala Lapat Rai was electedto preside over the special session
of the congress held at Calcutta. At the Nagpur Session, he gave his full
support to the resolution of Mahatma Gandhi on non-cooperation. He took
an active part in the movement. As the President of the Punjab Provincial
Congress Committee, he directed the Non-Cooperation Movement in
Punjab and also went on a tour of India to spread the ideas of Non-
Cooperation. The government took against him and he was arrestedalong
with Motilal Nehru and C.R.Dass. He was arrested on December 3, 1921
and sentenced to 18 months rigorous imprisonment under the ‘Seditious
Meetings Act’.

The programme of non-cooperation became very popular in the cities
and towns of Haryana. The boycott programme was fully implemented in
every town and a large number of students left schools and colleges. Mauli
Chand Sharma of Jhajjar, President of the Student’s Union Law College,
Lahore, Sri Ram Sharma, Ram Phal Singh, Janid Dass, Niyadar Singh,
Shiv Narain Bhatnagar and Desh Bandhu Gupta left colleges and joined
the non-cooperation movment. The Gaur High School was deserted by its
students untilit became a National School.' Almost all the students of
Vaish High School, Rohtak left their classes and went on strike. The Jat
High School, Rohtak which was then under the management of
Congressmen led by its Headmaster Baldev Singh as also closed down.
Students at Hissar also left their Schools.” Hindu High School, Sonepat
disaffiliated itself from the Punjab University. Students left Bahadurgarh
Government High School in large numbers and many of their teachers
also resigned from there.'

The boycott of foreign cloth also evoked a great deal of enthusiasn.
The Muslim of Hansi, numbering 7000 unanimously decided to boycott
foreign cloth."” Cloth merchants at Hisar pledged not to order foreign
goods and cloth merchants of Bhiwani resolved not to import foreign
cloth for six months." Ambala and Karnal districts also did not import
foreign cloth any more."” Bonfires of foreign cloth were made at many
places in Haryana. Besides, liquor shops were also picketed at places.
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When the Simon Commission was appointed, Lala Lajpat Rai declared
that he was not doing associate with the commission in any shape or manner.
He was in favour of the Indian gaming their Constitution. He led a vigorous
campaign against the commission both in press and from the platform. On
October 30, 1928 Lala]Ji led a mass demonstration against the Simon
Commission at Lahore where he was brutally assaulted by the police with
lathis.

At a public meeting held the same evening at Lahore, he spoke with
bittiness against the British Government and their police officials in the words
“I want to say from this platform that every blow that was hurled at us this
afternoon was a nail in the coffin of the British Empire. Nobody who has
seen that sight is likely to forget it. It has sunk deep into our soil. We have to
avenge ourselves of the cowardly attack, not by violently attacking them but
by gaining our freedom.” Lala]i, however, did not survive the assault very
long and he died on November 17, 1928.

The coming of Simon Commission and Lala Lajpat Rai’s death gave a
shot in the arm to congress activities in Haryana. The congressman called a
‘Punjab Provincial Conference’ at Rohtak.”

On March 8 and 9, 1929 under the Presidentalship of Dr. Satya Pal,*!
Pt. Moti Lal Nehru and Jawahar Lal Nehru also attended it. Many important
resolutions were passed regarding such important national subjects like
‘Nehru Report’ and the local problems such as remission of land revenue
owing to the failure of crops, the boycott of foreign clothes and picketing
ofliquor shops. After that a number of Congress committees were formedin
towns and districts. The district committee in pursuance of the resolution
passed by the Congress issued a circular to all units, with regard to the
celebration of Independence Day January 26, 1930 by taking the following
pledges.”

“We pledge ourselves afresh to this cause of India’s freedom and to end
the exploitation of our people and resolve to work to this end till success
comes to our people. The British Government in India has not only deprived
the Indian people of their freedom but has based itself on the exploitation
of the masses and has ruined India economically, politically, culturally and
spiritually. We believe therefore that India must severe its connection with
the British and attain complete independence (Poori Azadi).”
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In almost all the cities, towns and big villages of Haryana, Indepence
Day was celebrated. In Kalka, Jagadhari, Chanauli, Karnal, Kaithal,
Thanesar, Rohtak, Jhajjar, Beri, Khatiwas, Sonepat, Rewari, Bhiwani and
Sirsa big processions were led by prominent congressmen, speeches
delivered and pledge taken.?

In 1930, the Congress launched Civil Disobedience Movement. Public
meeting were held all over Haryana to mark the beginning of the movement.
Satyagraha Sabhas were organised in every districts and volunteers were
enrolled to go jails. The salt was prepared in iron pans at Bhiwani, on April
13, at Hisar.?* On April 21, by the volunteers led by K.A. Desai. The salt
laws were violated on April 26 at Ambala under the leadership of Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Bhagat Ram Sehgal. At Rohtak, the salt laws were
broken on April 10 and at Panipat the next day.

Regarding the boycott of Foreign Clothes, March 17, 1930 was fired
as ‘Foreign Cloth Boycott Day’ all over Haryana.” Picketing of the shops
selling foreign goods was also started. There were successful picketings at
Sirsa, Abdulapur and Abdul Majid. The traders of these places asa well as of
Rohtak, Bhiwani and Ambala undertook not to import foreign cloth. At
Ambala women volunteers started picketing temples and persons wearing
khaddar only were permitted to go inside. Nearly 5000 persons of Ambala
district took pledge to wear Khaddar. Picketing of liquor shops was also
carried out the Congress volunteers. They picketed liquor shops at Rohtak
on 1 May. A liquor vendor was socially boycotted and his house was
surrounded by a crowd on August 8.

The picketing of polling booths for the elections to Assembly and
Council was also attempted, but it failed as the Jats of Rohtak opposed it.*
In Ambala district, some baniyas abstained from voting, and the attempt
to picket at two polling stations resulted in the arrest of the picketers.

The government adopted a repressive policy to curb the Congress
movement in Haryana. The Congress party was declared illegal, the people
were deprived of the right of speech and association and meetings and
processions were banned. However, meetings were held and processions
were banned. However meetings were held and processions taken out in
defiance of law. A district political Conference was held at Jhajjar on April
12-13 under the presidentship of Suraj Bhan.



228 Haryana History Congress - 5" Session

At the Conference Nangli Ram Yadav, the Chairman of the Reception
Committee, made a stirring speech, followed by Devi Chand and Ram Phul
Singh and thousands of people came forward to court arrest.

While the Civil Disobedience Movement was in full swing, Gandhi Ji
suddenly side tracked the whole campaign by raising the question of Harijan
uplift.”” He decided to suspend the movement for six weeks and his decision
was endorsed by the All India Congress Committee which met at Patna on
July 12, 1933.

Later on, he withdraws the movement and an individual Satyagrahe
Movement was launched in its place. It seems that the suspension of the
Civil Disobedience Movement had a great demoralising effect on the people
of Haryana as they could not continue the Individual Satyagrahe anywhere.

District wise Individual Satyagraha arrests in Haryana

District No. of Arrests
Ambala 171
Karnal 48
Gurgaon 58
Rohtak 264
Hissar 86
Total 627

The movement was suspended by Mahatma Gandhi after fifteen
months. At this all the Satyagrahis were released from Jail. The movement
was almost a failure as it could not have any effect on the government.

On August 8, 1942, the All India Congress Committee passed the
famous ‘Quit India Resolution’. The people of Haryana also took a very
active part in the movement. The Government took a serious view of the
situation and adopted regressive measures. Congress was declared an unlawful
organisation and several congress leaders were arrested, throughout Haryana.
The following table will show the arrests made in Haryana from August 8,
1942 (when the movement was started) to May 5, 1944 (when it was
suspended).?®

District wise arrests in Haryana (1942-44)

Year Ambala Karnal Gurgaon Rohtak Hissar

1942 114 72 115 289 115
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1943 124 377 536 402 333
1944 60 299 158 130 51

Hence, the people of Haryana participated along with their fellow
freedom fighters against British’s to make India a free country. Give Indian
Citizens its own government of the people, by the people and for the people.
A government which will not suppress its own citizen, a government full of
hope and a government full of democracy.
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First War of Independence in Haryana :
A Case of Ahirwal Regions

*Dr. Uma Shankar Singh

The decline of Mughal rule and the establishment of British rule in India
was not a smooth transition. There were various instances of resistance to
the new British power, the greatest being the revolt of 1857. This revolt
was started as an uprising to dislodge the British power, but it resulted in
the establishment of British Empire. The period of 1857 was, therefore, a
transitory period for the government and was a period of the chaos, turmoil
and disappointment for locals. The events of 1857 aroused passions both
among participants and observers to level unsurpassed before or since in
the relations between Britain and India. For historians the revolt of 1857
has been a cornucopia.! The happenings in the year 1857 in large parts of
northern, central, western and in some parts of South India has been given
many names. The British historians have been inclined to dismiss it as a
sepoy mutiny.> Other scholars called it a ‘popular revolt’ of the civilian
population. William Dalrymple has used the term “‘Uprising’ Eric Stokes,
one of the foremost historians of 1857 has convincingly argued that it was
not one movement but many.* In the last 150 years almost every aspect of
this history has been contested, re-imagined and re-invented for their
presentist use. It is therefore one of the most written about episode of
India history. In 1998 Vipin Jain published an annotated bibliography on
the “Indian Mutiny” — as it is more popularly known in the international
historical literature. He listed 1172 printed books in European languages,
369 articles from journals and periodicals and 108 works of fiction.’The
most immediate imperial interpretation of the revolt was that it was a
Muslim conspiracy to restore the Mughal Empire. This allegation was

* Assistant Prof., Department of History, Dyal Singh College, Delhi University.
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immediately countered in a passionate pamphlet written in 1858.¢ However,
the more dominant imperial stereotype, as Peter Robb shows that it was
primarily a mutiny of the sepoys, later joined by the unruly mob, taking
advantage of the general breakdown of law and order. During the same
time there were people like Benjamin Disraeli or Karl Marx who could see
the element of “military mutiny”” Several years later in 1864 John Kaye
wrote the official history of 1857, A History of the Sepoy War in India,
1857-58, and James Fitzjames Stephen, the conservative utilitarian ideologue
of the empire, could immediately use it in defence of the empire. In what
happened in India in that fateful year was for him evidence enough to
show that no one in that country “had in him any power of improvement
or any wish for it”® Hence they needed the enlightening touch of the Raj! In
the writings of Charles Ball, John Kaye and George Trevelyan the history of
1857 became the history of its suppression, a history of the valour and courage
of the English race and the glory of the empire.” Recently, Tony Ballantyne
has shown that even in far-off New Zealand the indigenous Maori population
were being told the stories of how the mutiny was suppressed in India, with
a not so covert message about the futility of resistance to the empire and its
possible consequences. '

According to the British historians the “sepoy mutiny” was “wholly
unpatriotic and selfish. . ...with no native leadership and no popular support.”"
On the other hand, Scholar Veer Savarkar called it the “First War of
Independence”.'? This argument of Savarkar inducted the history of 1857
into the narrative of nationalism. Jyotirmaya Sharma reminds us that the
word first did not feature in the original title of Savarkar’s book- it was a
later day interpolation. Weather it was “first” at all “a war of independence”
has been hotly contested in the last one and half century. On the 150th
anniversary of the event the government of India has officially endorsed the
term- “First War of Independence”; but as the media reports suggest, that
endorsement has not gone without contestation in the Indian Parliament."

The 19™ Century Uprising in Haryana

This research paper deals with 1857 revolt in Ahirwal Regions in Haryana.
The 19* Century was an epoch making social, political and economic upheaval
in the Indian history. In this century Indians fought bravely against British
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imperialism. Peasants, artisans, feudal lords and local rulers displayed their
skills and chivalry against the company’s rule. Some religious symbols like
Wahabi’s also played a significant role in this century. During 1857 revolt
the present day Haryana was part of South East Punjab. This part of India
was very close to Delhi which was one of the main centers of 1857 revolt.
The people of Haryana gave a very tough challenge to the British authority
through different popular revolts of which 1857 was very important. This
revolt spread in different parts of Haryana such as in Delhi regions- Delhi
Proper, Sonipat; Panipat Regions- Panipat, Karnal, Jalmana; Thanesar
Regions-Thaneswar, Ladwa; Hisar Regions-Bhattu, Hansi, Rania, Loharu;
Ambala Regions- Ambala, Rupar, Jagadhari; Rohtak Regions-
Kharkhaudah,Sampla, Dojana, Dadri, Jhajjar and Ahirwal regions- Gurgaon,
Mewat, Palwal, Faridabad, Ballabgarh, Pataudi, Farrukh Nagar.

Materials and documentary evidence dealing with the popular revolt
of 19" century in South East Punjab are kept in National Archives of
India (NAI), New Delhi, Punjab State Archives Chandigarh, Punjab State
Archives Patiala, Haryana State Archives Panchkula and its Regional
Repository- Rohtak, Hisar, Gurgaon and Ambala; and Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library New Delhi. Some of the local tracts such as- Rao
Man Singh’s book ‘AbhirKuldepika’, Subedar Vaidya Shivdhan Singh Yadav’s
work- ‘“Yadav Parivar’ are very important. K.C. yadav’s works such as-
‘Undoing the Bondage; A Study of Life of Rao Tula Ram Hero of 1857
and Ahirwalkaltihaas throws light on the history this region. Dr. Boodh
Prakash’s work- Glimpses of Haryana, The Punjab and Delhi in 1857
written by Cave Brownie, Caste and Tribes of Punjab written by
Denzillbbetson are important sources to know the history of this part of
India. The work of Griffin and Massey, James Mill, John Kaye’s work-
History of Sepoy War 1857-58 Vol. I and History of Indian Mutiny Vol.
IV written by Kaye and Malleson, the Rajas of Punjab written by L.H.
Griffin are of great help. Wahabi movement in India written by
Qeyamuddin Ahmed, Our Indian Musalmans written by W.W. Hunter,
Elemantry aspects of Peasant Insurgency by RanjitGuha etc. are invaluable
sources. The period of 19* century marks a momentous in the political,
economic and social history of this region. It witnessed changes which had
far reaching consequences, which affected this part of country.
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War of Independence in Ahirwal Regions

There were many great warriors who took active part in the 1857 revolt
such as Bahadur Shah IT and Bakht Khan in Delhi; Begum HazratMahal and
Birjis Kadar in Lucknow; Lakshmi Bai in Jhansi; Ahmadullah Shah in
Rohilkhand; BabuKunwar Singh in Jagdishpur (Arah, Bihar); Sadruddin in
Mewat region adjacent to Ahirwal was very active. The greatest leaders during
1857 revolt in Ahirwal Region wereRao Tula Ramand Rao Gopal Dev. In
the 16" century Tula Ram’s ancestors were great people in Ahirwal.'* We
found a great deal of legends and traditional account pertaining to them."
The first historical reference to this family is found in ‘Abirkuldepika’ thata
scion of this family, Ruda Singh obtained a jungle in Jagir near Rewari from
the Mughal emperor Humayun in the year 1555 CE for his meritorious
service during the latter’s encounter with Surs.'® Ruda Singh settled at a
village (Bolni) 12km south-east of Rewari. He cleared the jungles and
created the environment for a progressive village settlement.'”Later
members of this family worked very hard and created a conducive
atmosphere in which Rao Tula Ramwas born on December 9, 1825. He
was the only son and third child of his family. When Tula Ram was five
year old, his mother Rani Gian Kaur, started giving him rudimentary lessons
in Hindi reading and writing, in the 7 year he was entrusted to the care of
the family tutor Ghulam Jilani to gave the child lessons in Urdu and Persian
and other Social Sciences."®Tula Ram lost his father named Rao Puran
Singh, in the last week of November 1839. After this incident whole Ahirwal
Region had a touch of grief and sorrow.”” By 1856 Rao Tula Ram got the
paternal gaddiat this moment of time he felt insecure without a fort. He
constructed a strong mud fort around his palace and courts. He enlisted a
small force comprising footmen and cavalry. The united efforts of Tula
Ram and Gopal Dev, made their age, an age of plenty and splendour. Dr.
K.C. Yadav calls him the Shah Jahan of Ahirwal.

Rao Tula Ram played a veiled but active role in the destruction of the
British in 1857. He became very popular not only in India but also in Iran,
Russia and Afghanistan and other parts of Asia.On hearing the news of
outbreak or revolts at Meerut and Delhi,** Tula Ram took no time in deciding
to take side against British. Emperor Bahadur Shah of Delhi sent a shuqqa
bearing His Majesty’s signature to Tula Ram asking for help.?' After this
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incident, Tula Ram became very active. On May 17, he went to Tehsil
headquarters at Rewari with four to five hundred followers and deposed the
Tehsildar and Thanedar. The cash in the Tehsil treasury amounting to Rs
8364 and 27 paisa was impounded by him.? All government buildings came
under his possession and he took over the governanceof the parganas of
Rewari, Bhora Kalan, and Shahjahanpur.”® In the beginning of 1857 there
were disturbance in Gurgaon district including Ahirwal Regions.”In the
middle of May the British rule came to an end in the Gurgaon district. Mr.
Ford, the Deputy Commissioner fled away to Mathura along with other
European officers. Those nationalists who were responsible for this act, failed
to establish a strong and sound government here. Consequently rowdy and
goonda elements raised their heads in the region. But the Pargana of Rewari
was well under the control of Rao Tula Ram. He maintained law and order
of very high degree, which was even appreciated by Mr. Ford, Deputy
Commissioner of Gurgaon. He recommended Tula Ram to be saved from
public ordeal if he surrendered to British, despite his being “a leader and the
prime instigator of the rebellion in this part of the Haryana”, simply for the
reason that “society received many benefits even when that rebel was in arms
against the government.”” During this time there were lots of disturbance in
Mewat and Farukhnagar areas. The Meos had created problems in Sohna,
Tauru, Firozpur, Punahana and Nuh.”® Tula Ram gave a befitting reply to
the trouble makers. He also gave monetary help to the people as long as he
was in the power.”” He sent a financial help of Rs 45000 through General
Bakhat Khan ten days before the falloff Delhi.?* Tula Ram also paid nazars to
Emperor Bahadur Shah regularly. He supplied the Delhi forces with the
large quantities of commodities they needed. He also supplied grains for the
rebel forces at Delhi.?? Tula Ram so powerful during 1857 revolt that even
after the fall of Delhi British officials was afraid to re-enter in Gurgaon.
After the fall of Delhi in September 1857 British forces tried to regain the
Haryana regions but the supporters of Tula Ram were always ready to face
British officials. The Britishers reached Rewari on 6" October, 1857. The
chief Tula Ram had evacuated the fort which was armed with 12 guns and
mortars all in ready position.* Captain Hodson, who was part of British
army found Tula Ram very clever. He wrote to his wife that Tula Ram had
extensive preparation and had a large workshop for the preparation of military
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equipments of all kind, guns, gun-carriages, gun-powder and materials of
all kind. According to him Tula Ram had been the soul of the region, if
Britishers would not have recaptured the area. He further informed that
had our empire fallen, Tula Ram would have mastered all sorounding villages
and districts and probably extended his power on all sides and formed his
“Raj” like that of Patiala,Jhind and others.?" Tula Ram also became inspiring
source for the rising people in Rajasthan and other parts of the region. In
December, 1859 he left India and breathed his last at Kabul on 234
September, 1863.

Conclusion

The uprising of 1857 was suppressed bythe British superior force. Even
though the nationalists were not successful in regaining self rule, this uprising
became an inspiration for the future Indian National Movement. The leaders
like Rao Tula Ram who stood with the Indian masses are really the makers
of new India in general and Haryana in particular. In spite of limited resources
he tried to organize a strong uprising against the Britishers in Ahirwal Regions.
During this uprising all symbols of British Raj such as district office, tehsil
office, railways, police-stations etc. came under people’s attack. The peoples
attacked on the symbols of imperialism because they wanted to dismantle it
to show their hegemony.Although the movement was initiated by the sepoys
who were mainly Indian subjects and soon the leadership of the movement
was taken by the local people comprising farmers, labourers, artisans and
feudal lords etc. The main communities who participated in the movement
were Ahirs, Rajputs, Jats, Gujjars and low castes. This movement shows a
perfect unity between Hindus and Muslims. Although movement was crushed
by British administration, it created the base on which the future struggles
against the imperialist forces was to take place. The Ahirwal Regions with a
great history during the 1857 uprising still remain a strong centre for the
nationalist inspiration of the contemporary world.
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Historiography of the Uprising of 1857:
A Case Study of Ballabgarh

*Dr. Mahender Singh Bagi

The Uprising of 1857 was a major event in the history of Haryana. Many
works have been done on the theme. But the historiography of the Uprising
of 1857 in Haryana has not been touched upon in a systematic manner. In
the present research paper titled ‘Historiography of the Uprising of 1857: A
Case Study of Ballabgarh’ a humble effort has been made to study the
historiography of Uprising of 1857 in Ballabgarh. The main aim is to make
available the relevant view point of historiography and material lying scattered
in numerous works and documents.

The writings on the historiography of the Uprising of 1857 in Haryana
can be divided into three parts to understand the theme in a better way. First
of all,we take Britishwriters and civil servants who started writing of events
of Uprising in Punjab including modern day Haryana. This can be termed as
British Historiography. Prominent among them were Christopher Hibbert,
Charles Ball, R. Temple, J. Cave - Brown, M.R. Gubbins, Percival Spear E.
J. Thompson etc.

Christopher Hibbert, in his work, The Great Mutiny India 1857 describes
hang punishment of Raja Nahar Singh of Ballabgarhin detail.' Charles Ball,
in his writing, The History of Indian Mutiny claims that Raja of Ballabgarh
with his men and money ought to have joined us when the outbreak first
took place.?

J. Cave - Brown writes in the The Punjab and Delhi in 1857 that:

“When MirzaAbooBukr was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the
Imperial Forces, letters had been sent by the King to all the native princes

* Associate Professor of History, Pt. C.L.S. Govt. College, Karnal
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around calling on them to rally round their “liege Lord” and everything
betokened a determined assistance. The Nawab of Jhajjar had openly
joined them and the Ballabgarh Chief was ready to play a traitor.”

M.R. Gubbins, in his writing, " The Mutinies in Oudhdescribes:

“The puppet king raised his standard at Delhi, then our Jhajjarvassal
forgot his faith and joined our enemies. Very similar is the story of Raja of
Ballabgarh, who has also lately paid the penalty of his treason at Delhi.”

Percival Spear, in his work, “Twilight of the Mughals’, gives an account
by saying that “The Raja of Ballabgarh, while playing a somewhat equivocal
part, kept the Agra road open as far as Palwal. Troops were sent to collect
revenue and serious efforts were made to check the depredations of the Gujjars
for whom this summer was a golden moment to retrieve their ancestral
occupation.”

E.J.Thompson in “The other side of the Medal” attacks the British
ignorance about Indians. He said that the episode of 1857 had been treated
by the British historians most uncritically and on the basis of ‘one sided and
prejudged evidence’. He stressed the need of exposing the other side of the
medal regarding the atrocities during the mutiny. He contributed to the
historiography of the mutiny, one of the provocative, thoughtful and trend
—setting work.°

The subsequent studies based on the trend conducted by the officials
and the Census report published by the census department of the Punjab
Government played an important role. Gazetteerspublished by William
Wilson Hunter in 1883-84 under a project, provides massive information
on aspects dealing with social, economic, cultural, religious issues’” with the
Uprising of 1857.

It is noteworthy here that the British historians have written from their
view point based of imperialistic approach and ignored the feeling of masses
of India. However, mostly they used narratives lacking the historical
objectivity, but these are very useful for further researches.

In the second category, we take Indian Historiography.Some of the noted
works of the mainstream historians of India include R.C. Majumdar, S. N.
Sen, Tara Chand and others.R.C. Majumdar, in his work “The History and
Culture of Indian People’writes:
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“Thus only a few showed any inclination to support the uprising, even
the chiefs of Jhajjar and Ballabgarh were definitely known to have been

8

playing a double game.”

Further we must have a look on the work ‘Eighteen Fifty Seven’ written

by S. N. Sen. He describes:

“The Nawab of Jhajjar and Raja of Ballabgarh had tendered their homage
to the king and associated themselves with the mutiny; but both of
them had kept correspondence with the other side also. The Raja had in
the early days of the outbreak extended his hospitality to English fugitives,
and if he had been tried a year later when it was realized thata policy of
relentless vengeance could not be continued for ever, his life might have
been spared but for the discovery of his correspondence in the palace
after the fall of Delhi, the Raja’s double dealing would never have been
brought home to him.™

Tara Chand in his work ‘History of Freedom Movement in India, VoI’
has mentions only a few words about the role of Haryana region in 1857
Uprising.'® S.M. Azizuddin Hussein, in his book ‘1857 Revisited:Based on
Urdu and Persian Documents has made a significant contribution to the study
of historical role of Haryana in 1857.He points out that from some of the
letters, it is evident that there are misgivings about Raja Nahar Singh of
Ballabgarh’sloyality to the Emperor. There were rumours that he was playing
a duplicitous role, but Nahar Singh assured the Emperor of his determination
to stand by him and support his cause of fighting the British. Bahadur Shah
was satisfied, and wrote a letter to Nahar Singh, assuring him that he fully
trusted him’."!

Here it is notable that in their writings, only little information has been
given about the Uprising occurred in Ballabgarh in 1857.

In the third category, we take Regional Historiography which started
after the formation of Haryana as a state. Many scholars of Kurukshetra
University focused regional history include fatherly figure of history of
HaryanaBuddha Prakash, K. C. Yadav, S. C. Mittal wrote on various aspects
of Uprising in Ballabgarh and the role played by Raja Nahar Singh. Later on
Ranjit Singh Saini,Rajwanti Mann and Mahender Singh Bagi elaborated the
theme.
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We find only one para in the pioneer work on Haryana titled
‘Glimpses of Haryana 1967 ed. by Buddha Prakash’. He says that ‘Raja
Nahar Singh of Ballabgarh gives details of his efforts to Emperor Bahadur
Shah’.'> And nothing in Buddha Prakash’s book ‘Haryana through the
Ages 1974 K.C. Yadavin his well-recognized work “The Revolt of 1857
in Haryana’ produces a different approach and says:

“The Raja wanted to play a safe game, and the only safe game at that
time was a double game. Accordingly, he extended help to the British
authorities too. He managed the main road between Ballabgarh and
Delhi in accordance with the instructions of emperor Bahadur
Shah II, but allowed the British officers and fugitives to go without
check. Nor did he prevent them from passing through his territory. His
men took care of the comfort and safety of William Ford, who traveled
through the region. Harvey, the Commissioner of Agra, met the same

treatment when he came near Ballabgarh with his force.”"?

S.C. Mittal in his book ‘Haryana: A Historical Perspective’ considers
Nahar Singh of Ballabgarh as influential leader of the Uprising in Haryana
with the other feudal chiefs.! He said that the British captured the fort of
Ballabgarh on 21* October" and the state of Ballabgarh was confiscated and
Nahar Singh of Ballabgarh was hanged on 9" January 1858.1¢

Ranjit Singh Saini, in his work, Raja Nahar Singh KaBalidan, tries
to focus many aspects including proceedings of military commission.'”But
the book is written without references and footnotes which makes hurdle
fora researcher to reach the original sources.

In another work published in 2000, the author Rajwanti Mann tries to
systematize the study regarding Uprising of 1857 in Ballabgarh. She describes
the childhood of Raja Nahar Singh in poetic form as given below:

huaBallabgarh par

AasinUdayachalkasa Ravi Baal,

AajanBahu- yugalraha

Diptathavahmastakvishal'®

The meritorious acts, deeds and sacrifice of RajaNahar Singh in poetic
form have also been placed in the book at various places."” The proceeding
of trial has also been discussed, but in short form.
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Recently, Mahender Singh Bagi completes his thesis on the topic
‘Ballabgarh State and the East India Company: A Study of Raja Nahar Singh’.
He discusses Ballabgarh in historical perspective, Raja Nahar Singh’s relation
with Bahadurshah IT and the East India Company. A full length description
of the revolt of 1857 in Ballabgarh has been discussed. The proceedings in
the trial of Raja NaharSingh, charges leveled and death sentence has been
extensively discussed with critical notes. In the aftermath the detail of
conditions of Ballabgarh after the end of revolt and the execution of Raja
Nahar Singh discussed.”

As many as 43 relatives of Raja Nahar Singh including Rani Kishan
Kaur has applied for pension and the Chief Commissioner allowed the
pension to the 7 relatives only. *! He describes that Ballabgarh was a small
princely state in the vicinity of Delhi in 1857 and Raja Nahar Singh was a
ruling chieftain of the Mughal Empire.*

In addition to this YashpalGulia in ‘Haryana kaRiyasatiltihas' and
Mahender Singh in ‘Haryana Mein 1857’ and Raj Pal Singh in ‘Haryana
History and Historiography’ throws light on the Uprising of 1857 in Haryana
and particularly on Ballabgarh.

So as far as historiography of Uprising of 1857 in Ballabgarh is
concerned, it can be concluded that there are three types of history writings
which took place so far. These approaches have been discussed as British
Historiography, Indian Historiography and Regional Historiography.During
the Uprising we find most of the writings in English written by the British.
They used to ignore the feeling of Indian masses and this ignorance was
attacked by the only British writer E.J. Thompson.

The work of Indian Historiography started mainly afterthe completion
of 100 years of the Uprising. S.N.Sen and R.C. Majumdar worked on
mutiny project and freedom struggle project respectively. The role of Haryana
is unjustified and theBallabgarh left with nothing while Raja Nahar Singh
scarified his life.

In the Regional historiography, Ranjit Singh Saini, Rajwanti Mann and
Mahender Singh Bagi elaborated the theme. In other writings, mainly the
upper layer of the princely states has been discussed. The role of the masses
in the light of the sources lying in the National Archives of India, New
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Delhi and states archives is to be highlighted. The young researchers can take

this responsibility.
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A Brief Study of Industrial Development Before
Independence in Ambala Division Under the British
Rule (1849-1947)

*Dr. Jaswinder Kaur

Industrial progress is the backbone of a sound economy of a society. We find
that before 1850 there were no industries in India and after that a small
modern industry section slowly emerged. It expanded in the twentieth
century.'Before the advent of the British rule in India, the Indian Industry
was primarily handicraft based. It was by the close of the nineteenth century
that the government began to take direct interest in the industrial development
of India and It is said that modern Indian industry started in the year 1860-
70, as evidenced by the growth of tea, coffee, and jute industries.”

Introduction

The Indian industry which was basically a cottage and small sector enterprise
experienced a decline at the end of the 18" century for various reasons. First,
the disappearance of Indian courts; second, the establishment of an alien rule
with the influx of many foreign influences and third, the competition from
highly evolved European industry were the main reasons for the decline of
this industry. Though, to begin with, the East India Company in accordance
with its export trade began on a different note, yet, soon under the pressure
of vested interests in England , India began to be looked upon primarily asa
source of raw material and market for the consumption of the manufactured
items of England. This approach continued for some time after the company
ceased to be a trading body and even after its extinction and replacement by
the crown in 1858. Explaining the orientation of their policy, the British
guidelines for industrial engagement held that the government was ill equipped

* Asst. Prof., GGDSD College Kheri Gurna Banur.
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to carry out further industrial development by direct action, and that all
matters were to be left to private enterprise.’It was a time when, the great
mass of people directly depended upon agriculture and that there was no
industry where they could seek profitable employment. There was an urgent
need to introduce a diversity of occupation through which the surplus
population could be drawn to manufacturing.*In 1904, Ambala district had
four ginning factories with 369 employees, three cotton presses with 180
employees, and two factories in which cotton-ginning was combined with
flour-milling, and which gave employment to 63 persons. Ambala
cantonment had two flour mill and a factory for cabinet and coach-building,
which provided employment to 195 persons. There was also a combined
cotton-ginning and pressing factory and flour mills with 55 employees at
sadhawa.’

In tune with their policy, the British government developed railways
and canal colonies in the Punjab. As a result, wheat and cotton began to be
exported and machine made goods especially textiles began to be imported.
The latter offered a fierce competition to the indigenous industries like
spinning, weaving, calico dyeing, leather tanning and iron smelting as these
were gradually pushed out.® Thus, the cottage industry suffered a serious set-
back under the British rule. Large-scale industry could not be developed in
the Punjab (Ambala Division) till 1920. The only industries which grew
during this period were the cotton ginning, pressing, spinning and weaving
industries. The first cotton spinning and weaving mill was established in
Delhi in 1889.

It was by the close of the nineteenth century that the government began
to take direct interest in the industrial development of India. Accordingly, a
separate department of commerce and industry was set up in 1905 at the
center. Following the lead of Central Government, some provincial
governments also began to take interest in the industrial development of
their respective provinces. It was around the same time in 1905 that the
Swadeshi Movement was launched in India by the Indian political leaders
which which was an organized movement for economic and industrial
autonomy and advocated preference for Indian products as against foreign
goods.

The Swadeshi Movement definitely contributed a lot in terms of
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promoting Indian investment in industrial activities and in starting
industrial activity under Indian management. Between 1900 and 1914,
the number of textile mills increased from 194 to 264. During the same
period the number of jute mills grew from 36 to 64. However, as a direct
consequence of Morley’s Dispatch of 1909, the separate Department of
Commerce and Industry was abolished. Under these conditions, industrial
development remained slow and slight till the outbreak of the First World
War. The War proved an eye-opener in many respects. It brought about a
vivid consciousness of the danger of dependence on foreign supplies even
for the common necessities of life. It may be underlined that even the
important needs of the Indian army were not fulfilled. In accordance
with the shift in the orientation of the government of India, Indian
Industrial Commission was appointed in 1916 to examine the possibilities
of industrial growth and report submitted in 1918 urged the government
to play on active part in country's industrial development through the
promotion of industrial education and research, organization of technical
and scientific services, separation of industrial department, arranging of
industrial finances, preservation of cottage industries etc.”

These recommendations were accepted in principle by the government
but little could be done immediately owing to the disruption and instability
caused by the war and post-war conditions. Further, the new policy was also
to be coordinated with the political (Montagu-Chelmsford) reforms of
1919.After the Reform Act of 1919 was passed industries became a provincial
subject. But unfortunately, the Punjab unlike other provinces of India, was
ill- equipped financially and technically for the onerous task of industrial
development. It was only after the abandonment of the old policy of laissez-
faire and the adoption of the policy of discriminating protection by
government of India in 1923, that a new era of industrial development began
in the province.®

The Ambala Division remained industrially backward. Its manufactures
were few and unimportant. The only important industries before 1883-84
were darri (carpet) manufacturing at Ambala and brass-ware manufacturing
at Jagadhri.” Large-scale industry could not be developed in the Ambala
Division till 1920.1°

The scientific instruments industry also grew in Ambala. In 1923-24,
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there were two units manufacturing scientific apparatuses and furniture
for schools. Besides, Ambala district had three steam flour-mills, two at
Ambala cantonment and one at Ambala City. Saltpeter was extracted in a
village near Ambala City. The process was simple. The impregnated earth
was washed with water and the salt solutions so obtained were evaporated
in the sun."

Taking a broader view it can be said that the only industry which grew
during this period was the cotton ginning, pressing, spinning and weaving
industry. The progress of factory Industry before the annexation of the Punjab
was slow due to foreign competition. The tendency of the indigenous
industries and arts in Punjab was to decline and some of them did actually
decline under the British rule.?As far as the Ambala Division is concerned
the beginning of the 20" century witnessed the initiation and steady growth
of cotton, woolen, silk, carpet, embroidery, fibrous manufactures, wood
manufactures, leather, gold and silver works, iron and steel industries, brass
and copper manufactures, pottery and glass manufactures."

Cotton Industry

Cotton industry was founded in every area of the Ambala Division. In the
year 1891,the weaving community was engaged in the production of two
types of cloth i.e. coarse and fine fibers. 329,107 men and 97,158 women
were kept for the preparation of coarse cloth mainly woven by the local
system. This industry gave employment to a large number of people. The
most prominent centre of the manufacture of this fabric was Ludhiana but
it began to suffer materially when the British started importing their cloth
goods in the country." The cotton industry of the Ambala Division was a
major domestic industry during this period.

It will be in place to cite a comment of Lockwood Kipling, the onetime
principle of Mayo school of Art, Lahore. “The Punjab has never been famous
for very fine cotton manufacturer and the Punjab Muslins of Rohtak are
probably the best produced in the province”." The art of manufacturing
fine muslins was once extensively carried on at Rohtak which, at that period
of its history, became a flourishing centre for this industry. Mukerji also
records Rohtak as the only place where fine muslins were then woven in the
province. '¢
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Long clothes called khes were made of machine-spun yarn with a few
silk threads in warp. The lungi or Pagri consisted of long strips of cloth
worn by men round the head. Beautiful khesis along with cotton rugs and
dories were turned out in Ambala. Ludhiana had suffered materially from
the competition of imported piece-goods. The biggest difficulty faced by
the local cotton industry was in the form of competition from products of
the British industry. Imperfect and rough products could not compete with
European goods produced by mechanical art.

Woolen Industry

There was a great demand of shawls of Punjab in European countries
during the France - German war in the middle of the 19" century. The
total value of shawls exported by Punjab to England and France was
$226279 and $85000 respectively. The chief seats of artistic woolen
manufactures were Ludhiana, Shimla, Kangra, Amritsar, Gujarat and
Lahore."” Ambala Division was the manufacture of woolens was a major
industry of the Ambala Division. Thick and well felted woolen blankets
and Lois were produced.'® Coarse and hard blankets and Lois were made
in Hissar district and Ludhiana also."”

These blankets were considered to be of the finest quality. The chief
centers of woolen manufacture of Ambala Division were Ludhiana and
Shimla.”?A School of Industry was run by the Ludhiana AnjumanMufid-i-
Am. The chief object of this school was to encourage the local industry of
the town in carpet-marking and Shawl making. In the last decade of the 19*
century, the woolen industry showed a remarkable development in several
districts. However, this industry almost disappeared in most of the districts
in which it was carried on a small scale.!

All the needs of the people in villages were fulfilled within the borders
of their localities. No large scale industry had been set up in the Ambala
Division during this period. The few industries that did exist, had been
struggling for existence. capital was deemed to a profitable investment in
exploiting the agriculturists than in developing the industries. Absence of
technical skill, which was the result of the absence of technical education in
Punjab, was another difficulty.”
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Silk Industry

Silk was prepared for the loom at Delhi. It was dyed at Rohtak. Under
the British rule, the silk industry declined. In Ambala Division, dories
were prepared at Delhi, Karnal, Ambala and Rohtak. Lower Classes of
persons were employed in this industry.

Conclusion

The British government, in prospect of the government being ill equipped
for industrial engagement, directed them to be privatized. In 1904, Ambala
district had four ginning factories with 369 employees, three cotton presses
with 180 employees, and two factories in which cotton-ginning was combined
with flour-milling, and which gave employment to 63 persons. In between,
dawn of the Swadeshi Movement led to increase in industrial engagement.
Between 1900 and 1914, the number of textile mills increased from 194 to
264.The cotton and other industries in Ambala bloomed and beautiful khesis

along with cotton rugs and dories were manufactured.
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Accepting of Indian National Congress's
Approximate towards Socio-caste Exertion

in (British) India

*Mihir Borana

[t is my study in this paper to evidence to show that during the last century
and more, the institution of caste has found new fields of activity. The manner
in which the British transferred political power to the Indians enabled caste
to assume political functions. In independent India, the provision of
constitutional safeguards to the backward sections of the population, in
particular the scheduled castes and tribes, has given a new lease of life to
caste. It is hardly necessary to add that this contrasts with the aim of bringing
about a casteless and classless society which most political parties, including
the Indian National Congress, profess. A natural consequence of the territorial
limits imposed by the political system on the horizontal tendency of castes
was the stimulus it gave to castes living in an area to co-operate with each
other. Caste now survives as a kinship-based cultural community but operates
in a different newly emergent system of social stratification. By forming
themselves into large horizontal social groups, members of different castes
now increasingly compete for entry into the middle class, changing its old
pre-independence character and composition.

Introduction

Caste not only dictates one’s occupation, but dietary habits and interaction
with members of other castes as well. Members of a high caste have the
benefit of more wealth and opportunities while members of a low caste
perform menial jobs. Outside of the caste system are the Untouchables. The
Indian National Congress was established in 1885 as a result of intellectual

Research Scholar, Department of History, Culture & Archaeology Central University of
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awakening, social reforms and political consciousness that arose in the country
in the 19th century, the establishment of the Congress may also indirectly
result in English rule, education, law, and communication. The purpose of
the Congress was not only to make India independent, but also to remove
the evils prevalent in Indian society, social reform and reconstruction were as
dear to the Congress as independence. But soon the Congress gave up its
social reform program and became only a political party, but with Mahatma
Gandhi’s entry into Indian politics, the Congress again focuses its attention
on social reforms. In which he starts the untouchable salvation program
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Therefore, this research paper
will be try to look at the attitude of Congress on social reforms. With this,
we will try to find out the caste-related views of the Congress party.

Congress approach towards social reform in 1885 to 1919

At the time of the establishment of the Indian National Congress in 1885,
its leaders decided that the goal of the Congress is not only to solve political
problems, but also to end the social problem and in the Indian society and
give new life to Hinduism. The founder of the Indian National Congress,
Allan Octavian Hume, aimed to establish this institution that the principal
political men of India should gather once a year to discuss the social issue of
the country, they did not want their discussion to be political. That is why
one of its objectives in the first session of the Congress is to eradicate all the
pre-polluted rites related to dynasty, religion, and region by direct friendly
behavior within all the country dwellers, well-educated among the educated
people of India on important and necessary social questions had to discuss'.
In the first session of Congress M G Ranade and R Raghunath Rao expressed
their views on reforming Indian society. soon M G Ranade, R Raghunath
Rao, Narendranath Sen, and JankinathGhoshal founded the Indian National
Social Conference within the Congress, whose task was to remove the social
evils prevalent in Indian society.At that time, social reform had two meanings,
one was to improve the condition of women, and other was to eliminate
caste system and abolition of untouchability. On the question of social reform,
the Congress was divided into three factions, one faction was advocating
social reform under the leadership ofM G. Ranade, and the other faction
only considered political reforms under the leadership of W C Banerjee and
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Bal GangadharTilak, according to him There was no need for social reforms,
and the third faction belonged to DadabhaiNairoji, Surendranath Banerjee,
BadrudeenTyabji, who considered social reforms necessary but did not
consider the Congress platform suitable for this task. This is evident from
the presidential speech delivered by Dada Bhai Naroji at the Calcutta Session
of 1880, he said that

“Congress must raise questions of social reform, but every task requires
proper time, space and circumstances. That is, we have gathered this for the
purpose of making our rulers aware of our political problems, not to discuss
social problems.” 3

There was no mutual opposition between these groups until 1895,
despite having ideological differences. There was so much coordination
among these groups that after the annual session of the Congress, there was
also a conference of the social conference in the same pandal, and most of
the leaders who came for the Congress session also attended the social
conference session.“But the social conference was piercing the eyes of the
Congress leaders who were opposed to social reform, they wanted to keep
the Congress confined to only one political party. After the untiring diligence
of M G Ranade in 1892, when the government passed the Marriage Age
Bill, a strong voice was raised from within the Congress. After the untiring
diligence of M.G. Ranade in 1892, when the government passed the Marriage
Age Bill, there was a strong opposition from within the Congress. In response
to which M. G. Ranade gave a speech from the forum of the social conference,
in which he said that

“I do not know whether we are aware that the equality of human society
in blind observance of our own customs of people like us, He ignores the
feelings associated with him and our sense of right and wrong, prevents
advanced life and progress of society, and makes the life of those dependent
on us difficult, why™

A question emerges from M. G. Ranade statement that why an eminent
intellectual class of Congress is opposing social reform, which may mean
that the Congress has been a part of the upper caste from the beginning, and
the interest of the upper class is low caste people and women could be proved
by pressing. As far as social convention is concerned, he limited hisscope of
social reform to only the upper caste Hindu family, he never tried to eradicate
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caste discrimination and untouchability, and never felt the need to launch
any movement against it. He confined himself to only child marriages, widow
remarriage, women’s education as these were the personal problems of his
society and it was affecting his life. Gradually, the power of the anti-social
reform group started increasing in the Congress, and in the Congress session
of 1895, he threatened that if the Congress was given the use of the social
conference, then the people would set the pandal on fire. The leaders of the
social conference were not in a position to oppose their opposition party, so
after their passive resistance the opposing party won and the social conference
was disbanded. It was an irony that the anti-faction of the social conference
was led by LokmanyaBalgangadharTilak, a social conservative and political
extremist leader who considers Swaraj as his birth right.® After this incident,
the talk of social reform stopped from the platform of Congress, no matter
what social problem is harmful to the society, Congress did not consider it.
In the session of Congress from 1985 to 1917, no congress president
mentioned social reform or social problem in his speech.

Caste restructuring and Congress

Until 1917, no views were expressed on the issue of caste reform or
untouchability from the Congress platform. Narayan Ganesh Chandravarkar
and Vithal Bhai RamjiShinde founded the “Depressed Class Mission Society
of India” on 18 October 1906 with the aim of integrating the backward
castes.” With the inspiration of Shinde, many Mahars also joined the
Congress, but what was their place in the Congress at that time is a matter of
research. By 1906, identity politics had started in the country, Muslims
established the Indian Muslim League for their political demands. In 1910,
the British government divided the Hindus into three parts, Hindus, nature
worshipers and untouchables. Perhaps the government may have done this
part with the objective of weakening the Congress movement but it did not
matter much to the Congress. If this had happened, then the Congress would
have tried to join the untouchables and the tribal’s but they did nothing else.
In 1918, for the first time, Congress passed a resolution taking backwards,
untouchables and tribal’s from its platform, in which it said

“This Congress urges the people of India, that the traditional and
orthodox tradition imposed on the backward, untouchables and tribal’s it is



256 Haryana History Congress - 5" Session

very important to remove the laws, because these traditions and laws are
basedon inhuman, oppressive and inequality, due to which people of these
classes have to face immense difficulties and troubles.”

This proposal was called a bizarre incident by Dr.Ambedkar and it is not
bizarre to say, because Congress had not passed any such proposal since 1885.
The most bizarre thing is that this proposal, which was passed under the
chairmanship, was much distorted about the Dalit’s. In an article published
in “Indian Review” in 1909, he put his thoughts on the admission of
untouchable children to school in this way

“It is necessary to teach the children of the Dalit class cleanliness before
schooling, alcohol and other types of deodorant on their bodies. The pain
will pass in bringing these children to parity with other children. Therefore,
the Dalit class has to be brought to that level of physical purity first, and
until this is done it will be wrong to make close contact with them. Basic
education cannot be arranged in school. Also it would be an irony to bring
children of such colour manner and habit to be equal to well-educated
children.”

After thirty-three years of its establishment, what will be the
circumstances that the Congress felt the need to bring a resolution regarding
the Dalit class? There are two main reasons for this, firstly, political
consciousness was developing in the Dalit class, due to which the Congress
started to fear that in the future, the Dalit class should not demand separate
elections like the Muslim class. On 11 November 1914, for the first time a
conference was organized by the Dalit’s under the chairmanship of Narayan
Ganesh Chandravarkar, in which he pledged allegiance to the British
government, the right to send representatives of the Dalit class on the basis
of the population to the Legislative Council and free education. Provision,
the President of this House was authorized to request the Congress to pass
a resolution in its next session that it is necessary to abolish all the taboo
imposed on the depressed classes, along with the request of the
SavarnaHindu that they take necessary steps to eradicate the stigma of
being seen as an affront to Dalit’s, etc. resolutions were passed.7 days after
this conference, on 18 November 1917, another conference was held under
the presidency of BapujiNamdevBagade, in which the Congress League
agreement was rejected. Requesting the British Government, to take part
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in the administration of the country till the Dalit’s effectively participate
he should not leave thecountry until he gets into the situation. With which
the resolutions passed in the previous conference were repeated'. The
second reason was that on 20 August 1914, the Secretary of India, Montagu,
advocated the policy of establishing and developing an autonomous
government in India with the aim of establishing a progressively responsible
government. Most Congress leaders and Indian scholars’ were anticipating
the British government’s move. Therefore, Congress was preparing its plan
for a change in the constitutional structure of India, under the same plan,
the “Congress-League samjotha”, also known as the Lucknow Pact. Congress
wanted to approve its plan with the British government, for this purpose it
wanted to give national support to its plan, which would not have been
possible without the support of the Dalit’s. Therefore, it is clear that the
proposal for Dalit’s in the 1917 session of the Congress was motivated by
taking political advantage; its purpose was not social reform or giving
political and social rights to Dalit’s.

Congress, Gandhi and Cast Politics

The nature of Congress politics changed with the introduction of Mahatma
Gandhi in Indian politics. Earlier, the Congress was a party of intellectuals
and elites, with the leadership of the Congress at the canter, state and local
levels in the hands of the upper class. But Gandhiji opened the doors to all
classes with the aim of making the Congress the party of the common people
and now the program of upliftment of the society became the main program
of the Congress. But what incidents were happening in Indian politics that
the Congress and its leaders had to change their form? Under the Montague
Chelmsford Reform of 1914, he wished to establish a responsible government
in India, in which a representative was to be elected by-election. Congress
could not have won the election without the support of Dalit’s. Therefore,
it was his political interest to talk about the Dalit’s of Gandhiji and the
Congress, many scholars present Gandhiji as a Dalit saviour, but Gandhiji,
seeing the attitude of Indian politics and the demand of the time, recognized
the demand for Dalit revival. Talked about, otherwise, Gandhiji started his
political life only in 1894, but from till 1915, why he did not do any work
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against the problems of Dalit’s. Gandhi’s statements on Dalit’s have been
contradictory, where on one side he wrote in Young India that

“Untouchables cannot be placed second in the Congress program,
without removing the stigma, the word Swaraj has no meaning, Congress
workers to remove this stigma, we should include social boycott and this
curse of the people in my program. Consider the Untouchables cannot be
placed second in the Congress program, without removing the stigma, the
word Swaraj has no meaning, Congress workers to remove this stigma, we
should include social boycott and this curse of the people in my program.
Consider theremoval of untouchability very powerful in the process of
achieving Swaraj.”""!

On the other hand, they raise from upper caste Hindus that

“Hindus should understand that if they want complete successful non-
cooperation against the government and they should treat the Dalit class as
they do with the Muslims”™"?

In 1922, the Congress outlined the Bardoli proposal by Gandhi’s efforrt,
one of the main proposals in this resolution was “Organizing the Dalit sections
for better living, their social, mental and moral progress, and educational
development and provide them all the facilities that are available to other
citizens.”"*The Bardoli proposal was sent to the Congress Working
Committee for implementation, the Congress Working Committee,
considering the proposal for Dalit reform, formed a committee whose task
was to realize the work of improving the condition of the depressed classes
by practical measures. Swami Shradanand, Sarojini Naidu, I K Yagnik and
G V Deshpande were appointed members of the committee.' But soon
Swami Shradananda resigned from the committee and eventually the task
was handed over to the All India Hindu Mahasabha. Appointing the Hindu
Mahasabha, which was a party of the upper castes, for this task was like
appointing a cat to be a milk keeper. From this it can be understood that
how serious was the Congress about the work of Dalit reform, and when all
these incidents were happening, why did Gandhi not express it?

The biggest problem of Indian society was that Gandhi’s thoughts
were about the caste system which was the main reason for the exploitation
of the Dalit’s. I'm not in favor of destroying. “Along with this, Gandhi was
also an advocate of the Varna system, he considered the Varna system as
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birth based, according to him, the Varna system has saved Hindutva from
disintegrating. These thoughts of Gandhi reveal his thinking towards Dalit
upliftment. Dr.Ambedkar expressed the work of Gandhi and the Dalit
revival of the Congress in such a way that

“It is true that it is Gandhi’s effort that the Congress has approved the
program of untouchability, but Congress has done nothing except formal
approval, Congress lays more emphasis on strength or material force than
elemental allegiance, Congress does not appear to be mindless about
untouchability.”"

In 1932, with the efforts of Dr.Ambedkar, the British Prime Minister
announced the Communal Award, under which the Dalit class voters got
the right to vote in the general areas with the Hindu voters, as well as separate
votes in 78 separate constituencies for 20 years Got the right to cast. But if
Gandhiji did not like this thing, if this were done then the Dalit’s would
have got their separate identity like Muslims, due to which the vote percentage
of the Congress would decrease and it would have to compete with another
Muslim League in Indian politics. Falls. Gandhi announced its fast unto
death, Dr.Ambedkar called it a political ploy. But in the end, Ambedkar had
to woo Gandhi. As a result, Poona Pact came into existence. Under this, 148
seats were reserved for Dalit’s in place of 78 for Dalit’s. Although Poona
went after the seats for Dalit’s in the Pact, the priceless and special right of
double voting which they got in the Communal Award was Could not be
tulfilled by Poona Pact. After the Poona Pact, a resolution passed by Gandhiji
was passed that

“from now on Hindus will not be considered untouchable, they will
have the right to use public wells, ponds, paths, schools and institutions as
other Hindus. The social Boundation that has been imposed on the Dalit
class should be overcome soon, and it will be the job of Hindu leaders to
see.”1

The Congress had almost passed the same proposal in its session of
1914, but these proposals were limited to papers only. It was only in 1932
that the HarijanSevakSangh was established, which aims to campaign against
untouchability and act as practical as possible, with the condition that no
force be exercised, rather than being extinguished in a peaceful manner by
public wells, ponds, schools, Temples, cremation grounds should be made
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open to the Dalit sections. How successful HarijanSevakSangh has been in
achieving its objective is known from the fact that in the Bombay Assembly
in 1939, when B. Gaikwad asked a question, how many temples have been
opened in Bombay Presidency for Dalit’s since 19322 According to the data
given by the Congress minister, the number of such temples was 142. Among
them, there were 121 un-owned temples which were built on the way and
nobody was looked after by them. Nobody used to go to worship in these
temples. There was not a single temple open for Dalit’s in the home district
of Gandhi ji itself."” When the government presented the bill on the temple
entry bill in the House, the Congtress leaders opposed it and these opposing
leaders were being led by PanditMadhan Mohan Malaviya, who headed the
HarijanSevakSangh, saying “In the case of the temple, there should be no
relation to the law. That is why we are opposing this bill.”*® The success of
Congress and Gandhi’s social reform and Dalit work can also be assessed
from the fact that if he had tried it in the right way, Dr.Ambedkar would
have to convert with millions of followers at the last moment of his life
Does not decide.

Conclusion

The Indian National Congress was established with its objective in social
and political reform has soon forgotten its purpose. Most of the Congress
leaders are thinking from the beginning that political rights will be achieved
first, then social reforms will be talked about, that is why the Congress did
not give much consideration to the issue of social reform, initially some
Congress leaders reformed the society, but he was confined only to the female
improvement. After 32 years of its establishment, the Congress for the first
time talked about social reform and Dalit’s reform, but also for the purpose
of improving the social condition of Dalit’s, just for their political benefit,
whatever resolution the Congress would pass social reform or Dalit advocacy
they were limited to paper only. Many scholars referred to Gandhi as the
messiah of Dalit’s. He spoke of Dalit’s only keeping in mind the changing
political environment of India, although Gandhi was a man who made Dalit’s
a national issue but he redeemed it as much as politics demanded of him,
Gandhi never done such a work which disappointed the upper caste people.
If Congress and Gandhi exerted the same power to achieve political rights, if
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they put in social reforms, then the discrimination and violence we see on

the basis of caste in Indian society is not seen.
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Arya Samaji preachers/Bhajniks, Verna System and
Depressed Castes in South-East Punjab from end of
the 19" Century to 1950

*Sonu Yadav

In this paper I seek to discuss the views of popular Arya Samaji Bhajniks
about caste and untouchability. These Bhajniks were very influential and
active in the South-East Punjab region. They played important role in
popularizing the Arya Samaj. Folk poets such as Lakhmi Chand and
Dayachand Mayna will also be examined in this context.

In South-East Punjab movements against the caste oppression among
the depressed castes were not as radical as in Punjab due to peculiar socio-
economic condition of this region. Here literacy rate was dismally low
compare to rest of Punjab and agriculture was the chief occupation and
opportunity to work as free wage laborer were very rare.! Besides this, very
few untouchables were recruited in the army in South-East Punjab and
domination of dominant castes was insured and increased due to more
economic opportunities available to them in the army due to particular pattern
of recruitment in the army.?

Here agricultural wages were also far lower than in rest of the Punjab
and agricultural laborers were paid far less.”> Along with the significantly
lower agricultural wages Land Alienation Act of 1901 adversely affected
the untouchable castes as they were declared non-agricultural castes.
Concentration of land in the hands of the dominant agricultural castes
increased similarly it led to more control over the untouchable agricultural
laborers in this region. It led to rise in tenancy and share-cropping. Due
to changing power equations led to the discontentment between them.
However, due to fewer economic opportunities and impoverishment of the

* Assistant Professor, Department of History, University of Delhi.
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untouchables these protests and defiance was local and sporadic.

More radical movements such as aad Dharam movement and conversion
to Christianity were a little more successful in economically more prosperous
pockets in this region. For example, the Ad-Dharm movement which was
not very successful all over the South East Punjab, it left an indelible influence
in some places. For instance, in Karnal, there were five thousand Ad-
Dharmis.® Karnal (was located on the Grant Trunk Road and near Delhi)
which became the chief center of leather industry. It made the leather workers
prosperous and economically independent.”

Although particularly in South-East Punjab Ad-Dharam was not a
popular movement among the depressed castes yet the Ad-Dharam
movement emerged as a threat for the Arya Samaj movement in many urban
centers in Punjab. The Arya Samaj was apprehensive of losing its untouchable
followers to the Ad-Dharm. To keep the untouchables in their fold, the
Arya Samaj and the Hindu orthodoxy began to adopt Dalit cultural symbols
and Dalit saints. As part of such efforts, the untouchables were encouraged
to identify themselves as Balmiki instead of using derogatory terms such as
Chubhras.®

In this region, due to the domination of the landowning classes and the
dependence of the depressed castes on them, conversion to Christianity among
the depressed castes was limited.” For the landowners, the conversion of lower
castes to Christianity meant claims to equality and losing control over
labor. After embracing their new religious identity Native Christian converts
often refused and resisted being engaged in the polluted and unclean
demeaning occupationsit led to numerous conflicts between native Christian
converts and their landlords.' Therefore, due to inherent odds faced by
Christianity and Ad-Dharam in South-East Punjab as well as due to
compatibility and suitability of the ideology of the Arya Samaj for dominant
castes Arya Samaj movement gained popularity in this region. From various
verses composed by the Arya Samaji Bhajniks, which are cited below, it is
evident that the fear of Christianity and animosity towards Islam led to the
growth of the Arya Samaj in the region.

T R el § T8 3TN TR R 6,
SR 3O 9ol T @ <9 ¥ um ¥H,
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et o - fafer w9 ol o e €
[Our love and affection is being paid back in form of destructive
bombs, wandering Christians are spreading traps.
Kol, Bhil and Bhangis are innocent; therefore,
They become easy prey of cunning in trigues against us.
All the activities of the Christians are well-known to the Aryas.]*?

TUTE o GTHT =1 | ol e, T TRy & TH 8R L., ga
3T T %l gepRd Bl AR, TR Sadl o1 31 ot o7l o= g 113
[If Shudras have been treated well, why did Muslims and Christians try

to diminish our community?
TeR YRG! o1 U ST kg §,
SIS TR TTet-TTet! H Toha1 ST S H |
3R T W fegatl | <1 art i =mer H,
rer /i foran dfed 3, et & s H |
Hier g T T /T W, Fee] @I B/ ¥,
33 YHEHM T & G FN g0V TR T ?
feg sfa & off aé qrar €1

[For cleaning cow dung, I am called (bhangi); with broom, I clean each

and every lane.

But when [ went to the Hindus’ well to drink water, the Pundit, cleaning
his tumblers, threatened me.

Mohammad drinks water from the well, but Nathu remains thirsty.

Are the Muslims, the enemy of the holy cow, dearer to you than us?

O Caste Hindus! We are also your brothers.]

By encouraging Sanskritization among the depressed castes, the Arya
Samaj worked for the upliftment of the untouchables. Most of the time, it
tried to find an amicable way to resolve conflicts between depressed castes
and Jats. But on occasions when the Arya Samaj ideology generated conflicts
between Jats and untouchables, the Arya Samaj supported the latter. From
the writings of Arya Samaj Bhajniks, it is apparent that, on the one hand,
Arya Samaj opposed the unjust caste system, but, on the other, supported
the hierarchy of Varna system based on one’s action in the past birth.
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Bhajniks played an important role in propagation of Arya Samaj ideology
by composition of popular verses or Bhajans. These popular verses are also
an important source of grasping the ideology of Arya Samaj in relation to
caste, verna and untouchable castes. Arya Samaj propagated its ideology in
remote villages and far-flung areas through educating and providing support
to paid/unpaid preachers/Bhajniks. These preachers toured the countryside
and preached the tenets of the Arya Samaj to the people. They denounced
idol worship, elaborate rituals and customs, and illiteracy and ignorance.
They were addressed as Mahashyas' by the people. Here I have quoted the
important verses of Arya Samaj preachers which reflect their views about
caste, verna system and untouchability. Most of the Bhajniks mentioned
below belonged to the South-East Punjab.

Basti Ram (1841-1958) a Brhaman by caste was born in Kheri Sultan
village in present day Jhajjar district. Hewas a contemporary of Swami
Dayanand;. He also happened to meet him when he was touring the Revari
region. Basti Ram played an important role in popularizing Arya Samaj in
Haryana. He severely criticized the Brahman orthodoxy.'¢

ST T o <91 TepTen 3 |1 Shfa S1fim <,
I 391 4t 3 @, faw o6 era feman 17

leave this false ego of caste from the entire country,

this has made our country hollow.

And at the expense of sufferings troubles and humiliations have given us
all the comforts and luxuries.

Another Arya Samaji Prithvi Singh (Bedhadak) although he was born in
the Meerut district of the Uttar Pradesh in (1904-1973). His Bhajans were
popular among the people in the countryside of South-East Punjab. He
belongs to a Jat family. He travelled widely in North India to preach the
doctrine of Arya Samaj. Sikandar Hayat Khan in all India Jat Mahasabha in
Sonipat bestowed him the title (Bedharak). He appealed to the upper caste
Hindus to treat untouchables with dignity and respect:

In a Bhajan, cautioning the oppressors of untouchables he says:

T TR =R o, FATT ST SR <hl,
ST TH A B A UH TERT Rl

[Whoever tries to humiliate and oppress the weak and helpless Bhangi

and Chamars, people will punish them all, one by one.]
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[Those who call the Bhangi and the Chamar as untouchable, Prithvi
Singh Bedhadak says, their heads will be get beaten with shoes.]

Bhishm was born in 1859 in Kurukshetra. He was also a contemporary
of Dayanand and he also preached tenets of Arya Samaj through his popular
Bhajans. Like many other Arya Samaji Bhajniks He took Sanyas and remain
a celibate to preach the tenets of the Arya Samaj. He was a very influential
Arya Samaji preacher and many influential and renowned Bhajniks were his
disciple.

Bheeshm in his Bhajans emphasized importence of one’s Karma rather
than caste to achieve name and fame in life and appealed to the people to
reject the caste distinction. Appealing against caste distinctions he writes:

gl S SAfd el SR =l ],
HY fawa Y S |
=Y guH fag = T,

o1 A S A1

et g I o,

5 i ot &6t T A
EllicACARE IR

S Y5 THROT S o I,
=Y guH fag = T,

R ot sifa =St /= /e e

[Here, birth and castes doesn’t matter; right action is always rewarded
and it has never gone waste. Here, it is not the caste but one’s efforts make
the difference. Therefore, what is the use of fostering false pride?

So many low-born saints and others such as Kapil Muni who composed
Sankhya shastra, and Balmiki who wrote Ramayana, have also accomplished
such great works and attained enormous name and fame only through their
good Karmas in this country.

Although this world is Karma-based, why still caste is regarded as of so
much importance?]

In another Bhajan emphasizing the importence of Karma he writes
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TR Y 1 2 HId], HH o a9 SHMAT S,
ST S S e S8 O el ot o E I R P

[What would you say to me! O, mother?

Karma controls this world.

The way you saw the seed, the same fruit you get]

Hebelongs to a blacksmith family. Therefore, emphasizing the

importence of craft and craftsmen he writes:

ST U St firew & Sfifad § 99R,

o ferew & =1 721 Gehdl IS HUSR |
=eRT o1 THM o9 T 3T &l TUaE Bt |
fo1eg € = R ARl TE ¥ UR &,

ST S IS ST o1 o 3 TR Y |
foreq oo =1 Jad st s & AR @,
fofeat & THd o g8 AR ST & 2!

[Listen you, there you, skill make this world alive.

Without skill, no occupation can be a success; and Arapi** A tool used
by cobblers to mend shoes with help of which shoes are mended, tools of
mill that helps in grinding wheat into flour.

[t is skill that makes a boat and sails it across the sea.

[t constructs mansions, bungalows, gardens are groves.

Skill is claimed by egoistic higher castes.

Only fools and the uneducated hate craftsmen.]

In another Bhajan talking about rejection of skilled untouchable artisans
by caste Hindus he writes:

g ST ¥[8 AT A, e A,
% B A a1 f5d, Te-a8 TR,

[Thousands of Shudra castes were made by you, and then you kicked
them away calling them inferior/low. You call great craftsmen stupid.]

Further in another Bhajan He asserts the unity of the mankind. Along

with it, he also affirms the Verna system which is according to him is based
on ones Karma and virtues instead of birth. He asserts that all castes are
equal. Great Rishis and Saints have born in low castes. Even people born in
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low caste can become great by their actions. signifying this he writes.
Sfd & T ot Tk, U1 AT F T 4R,
Fieh! T Ted 9 3 gaen 3Tl IR |
A= § A = § oI SR TR,
T ! TR 1 GAd & S8 3 TR-aR |
ST ol HIAT ohl SITEHTT STl ohi,
faanfis B =1 el sTeAv | T o ,
3T AT hi ST AT ST ST ST hiA P

[There is just one caste of the humans; but by one’s actions and qualities,

there are four Varnas. And Human is made of all these five elements. Why is
the place of the Bhangisand Chamars low in the society? Don’t you hear and
see the commands of the Rishis.]

Chowdhury Tej Singh was born in 1864 in the Bulan Shahar district. In
his writings, he idealizes Varna system. According to him deviation from
Verna system based society is the cause of all present day miseries and evils.

TUGH HT BIS FR Tl & HY 33,
I ¥ difed gu qe ¥ et g™ P

[Leaving the Varna system, everyone is suffering. Affected by diseases,
they are repenting,.]

In another Bhajan, Tej Singh laments the loss of social system based on
Vernashram.*

S S 9 ISt o, 9 kATl aidl S B,
ST oot <1 T 8Tk AT ST BT S ©
S 9Tk o1 i Hfeten off =R 3 @
ST ST Felleh! Yo o} a1 Helch S 3TE © P7

[The person, who was once a reciter of Vedas, now utters nonsense.

The Varna that was once the protector of country, has become a threat.

The power that was once wealthy has become immoral.

The caste that once served all, is now above all.]

According to him the primary duty of the Shudra caste is to serve all
three higher Vernas. Many other Arya Samaji Bhajniks also laments the loss
of Verna system. In a Bhajan describing the traits of Shudras he writes
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T a2 g HER H, S e B WE,

& foran | o= o), 761 wed st oft o |
S0 13T 99T Sl h, Hal Hidl ® Gl
J IEIH S YG1 o, [T feagaer F ps

[A person who serves others in this world is called Shudra.

This Shudra never gets any knowledge or good friendship.

That the Shudra serves the Brahmans, Shatriyas, Vaishyas —

The identity of a shudra is marked as one who is always in service.]

Other Haryana folk singers such as Lakhmi Chand, Mange Ram and
Dhanpat did not talk much about social evils in their Ragnis. Lakhmi Chand
(1902-1943) came from a Brhaman family. In one of his Bhajan not only he
fondly recalls the earlier times when the society was based on Verna system.
he also decried the modern time thus:

9 G e R 3, v e

&1fS1 Freh! T&T YL &, AR SerE |
EH! =S B HUS A, 3Tehel RI-=,
HH T g T, TR g == e

[The Shudras used to serve; and the Vaishyas did farming and
gardening. The Shatriyas used to protect everyone and the Brahmans were
the reciters of Vedas. Lakhmi Chand says, now everyone applies their own
logic. All have forgotten the ancient religion and everyone in this world
wanders apart.]

Mahashay Daya Chand Mayna was born in Rohtak in 1915.%° He was
from the sweeper caste and served in the imperial army which took him to
various parts of the India and brought him into contact with revolutionary
ideas. Not only he challenged the Brahmanism of his age but being a
untouchable himself, he also expressed the pain and miseries of the Dalits in
his writings. Through his writings, he also tried to educate the people about
social conditions such as untouchability. He was a popular and well-known
figure among the people of South-East Punjab.

Sereh i\ T el Aret A 9 <,
Tt Ot T St Feren! @i < P
[Go and tell the master that child Bhim is standing thirsty waiting for

water.
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Please open the tap so that I can drink the water.]

In the above lines, Bhim is a figure representing the Dalits. His anger
towards the caste system is also visible.

In one of his Kissas, a person rejects dowry; and instead proposes to
his father to get married to a Dalit girl. And in the Ragni, he says:

g ST S QU @I s B,
-4 & veg T, fohener sigety 8 |

[Things of the past have turned old, we have to change our thinking;
O father! The habit of using discriminatory words has to be changed
immediately.]

Through various Kissas/Sangs, he addressed the society. In a Sang, Daya
Chand exposed the evil of the untouchability among the Hindus through a
Muslim character.*”

T |t T a3 S feorad |

q feg-fig = & & o =1 =y & p2

[You are calling yourself Hindu; but they despise you and call you
low-born and untouchable.]

In one of his famous Kissas Dayanand Mayna while narrating a popular
story of Harish Chand had exposed the hollowness of the caste system. In
this Kissa, Raja Harish Chand works as a water carrier to a sweeper named
Kalu, and Rani becomes a maid servant to a Brahman, Ramji Pandit.**When
they both meet at the bank of the river, Harish Chand asks her to lift up the
pitcher to his head. But Rani who was employed by the Brahman, refuses to
do so due to the fear of pollution by touch. Then, Harish Chand tells her in
a Ragani thus:

W T T i, ofd 1 a1 T 3Te e §,
39 ST Hd T S faae | 919 1 P

[Even a drop of water will not fall on you; pollution by touch is all

untrue. The one who keeps bad intension inside can never be a true Brahman]

Arya Samaji Bhajniks laments discrimination and untouchability,
sympathize with lower castes and expresses anger and anguish against societal
attitude towards untouchables. At the same time they also affirm and defend
the Verna system which is the bases of the castism in the society. They
accepted the supremacy and importence of one’s Karma in place of birth but
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they did not proposed any radical solution to ameliorate the condition of
the untouchables. Bhajans of these Arya samaji preachers rightly captures the
Arya Samaj attitude towards lower castes in the society. Besides this, Arya
Samaj efforts to ameliorate the condition of depressed castes increased the
conflict with other dominant castes.Purification of untouchables and their
assertion and claim for equality brought them in conflict with other dominant
castes.*

Bhajniks like Bheeshm, Tej singh and folk singer Lakhmi Chand express
their sincere belief in goodness of Verna system. Although many Arya
Samajis Bhajniks such as Prithvi Singh Bedharak strongly condemned the
untouchability. There are very few Dalit radical poets such as Dayachand
Mayna who not only expressed the anguish and pain of Dalits but challenged
the caste hierarchy and proposed fundamental change such as intercaste
marriages to abolish the castism in the society.

Despite similarities in the views of the Bhajniks, we cannot overlook
the differences in their writings. Bheeshm who was from a blacksmith family,
in one of his verses,talks about the superiority of craft.Lakhmi Chand, who
was a Brahman, idealized the Varna system. Daya Chand who was a Dalit,
sarcastically and bitterly attacked the castism and untouchability in the society.
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Mahatma Gandhi and Indian National Movement:
A Study of Haryana Region

*Dr. Suman Siwach

Mahatma Gandhi took control of the National Movement of Indiain 1919
A.D. Mahatma Gandhi was taking an active part in the political struggle. He
was developing the feelings of patriotism among the people of India through
different methods. By adopting the peaceful and the constitutional methods,
he provided a new direction for the National Movement of India. He was
the greatest mass mobiliser in Indian history, brought mass millions of men,
and especially women, into public life. He dominated Indian politics for a
quarter of a century.

In 1915 CE Mahatma Gandhi came back to India from South Africa.
He wanted to serve the people of India. In 1916 CE Mahatma Gandhi
established Sabarmati Ashram at Ahmedabad. From Sabarmati Ashram,
Mahatma Gandhi taught the lesson of the truth and non-violence to his
friends and to his followers.! Champaran also marked the beginning of his
stormy career in India which was not destined to enjoy and rest till the
freedom’s battle was won.?

After the 1857 CE uprising in Haryana, the British imperialist won
over the feudal lords. The feudal lords too got a new lease of life and were
willing to act as tools in the British plan of political authority and economic
exploitation.? By uniting the Haryana territories with Punjab in 1858 CE,
the British further hoped to provide effective checks to the growing unrest
of Haryana people who had given ample proof of their anti-imperialism in
the first national war of 1857 CE. After the exit of traditional aristocracy
the new middle class who had appeared on the social scene rushed to fill the
vacuum in the body politic of Haryana. However from the very beginning

* Department of History, I.G.N. College, Ladwa, Kurukshetra.
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this middle class strived not for revolution but for a change in social
conditions by means of the existing society.”

The objective conditions in the area had little promise for any anti-
imperialist strike. In Haryana the small landed proprietary class was numerous
and strong. There was a grow in belief in this class that only a country that
had a sound economic, social and cultural base could provide meaningful
scope for their advancement. Moreover, they performed all political functions,
monopolized power and enjoyed the advantage that power brings. The
concept of belonging to the martial races, thanks to the British propaganda,
was so strong that they in all sincerity began to believe that non-violent
struggle for India was not their meat. Bamford said on April 5, 1919 CE,
“Passive resistance was a question of soul force, and for that reason it might
not be easy for the Punjabis. For them it was the easiest thing to lay down
their lives for a just cause. But to bear every humiliation, to undergo every
indignity, to put up with every suffering, not to lift the little finger and not
to let the heart feel the slightest resentment is rather impossible. For the
other provinces it was easy to passive resistance, but for the Punjabis it was
more difficult.” With the outbreak of the 1* world war, India, being a part
of the British Empire was also dragged in it.° The people of Haryana helped
the Government by providing recruits and by contributing money and
material.” During the war the people of Haryana could not actively
participated in any national movement. It was due to the reason that the
rural masses took more interest in war than in the movement.® In 1918
CE, when the people of Haryana were disgusted with the economic
hardships, particularly the Begar, it was Pandit Neki Ram Sharma who took
initiative against this social and economic evil. He was the first political
leader in Haryana who opposed this exploitation of the poor. He visited
various places in Haryana. Perhaps in a sense, this was the first movement
which created political consciousness among the people of Haryana.’

The Rowlatt Act Bill, this order could continue in force for a period of
one month only but if a person was found guilty by an inquiry committee
which would carry out its work in camera not being bound to observe the
rules of the law of evidence, the period could be extended to one year and
even more. The Bill was considered as unjust, subversive of the principle of
the liberty of the subjects, and destructive of the elementary right of an
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individual.'"’ These Bills came as a rude shock to Gandhi ji.!" Gandhi ji
said, “This Bill recommendation startled me. He described these Bill as an
unmistakable symptom of deep seated disease in the governing body. He
called for an All India agitation in support of the demand for the withdrawal
of the Bills.'

As a reaction, Gandhi ji asked his countrymen to observe hartal on 30
March 1919 CE throughout the length and breadth of the country,
observing fast offering prayers, and holding meetings and bossing resolutions
against the black law."”? But it was soon changed to April 6, 1919 CE. The
people of Haryana took the message seriously and observed hartals from 30
March to 6 April.™

The protest meetings were held at many places where resolutions were
passed urging the government to withdraw the Bill immediately. The first
meeting was held at Ambala under the presidentship of Sardar Jhanda Singh
on 11 February, 1919 CE where apprehensions came to the fore that if the
Bills were passed into laws they would be wholly subversive of the elementary
and fundamental rights of the Indians. Similar meetings were held at Hissar,
Hansi, Rohtak, Bhiwani, Palwal and several other towns of Haryana where
unanimous resolutions were passed for their immediate withdrawal. In order
to oppose the Bills effectively, Satyagraha Samiti’s were constituted in almost
every town of Haryana and it was resolved that if the Rowlatt Bills were
passed, they would refuse to obey such laws in a peaceful and non-violent
manner. The District Congress Committees showed anguish and agony by
wearing black-badges. It soon became a nationwide movement."

The prominent leaders of Haryana Lala Tara Chand, Lala Nand Kishore,
Muhammed Hanif. The hartals were observed throughout the region. At
Hissar the hartal was organised by Shyam Lal and Bakshi Ram Krishan with
the help of Hindu Club. At Bhiwani it was led by Pandit Neki Ram Sharma,
K.A., Desai and Ram Kumar Bidhat with the help of Yuvak Mandal. Hartals
were also observed at Rohtak, Sonepat, Ballabhgarh, Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Palwal, Rohtak, Jhajjar, Rewari, Panipat, Thanesar, Ambala, Jagadhari, Ladwa
and Karnal.'

The agitation ran its course very effectively. To add more fuel to it,
Swami Shraddhanada and other leaders invited Gandhi to visit Delhi and
Punjab (Haryana). Gandhi ji accepted the invitation. The Punjab government
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banned it. Gandhi’s entry into the province on 9* April. Gandhi ji defied
the order. In consequence, he was arrested at Palwal (10 April). This was his
first arrest in India. The people were shocked by the arrest of their beloved
leader. Hartals were promptly observed in almost every city and town
throughout Haryana. Even the village were astir. The Hindus and Muslims
vowed to fight their battle together."”

On 13™ April 1919 CE, the cold blooded massacre took place at
Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar. A number of violent incidents took place at
Ambala, Karnal and Rohtak Telegraph wires were cut on the North western
Railway near Barara Station on 14" April.'"® Another movement “The
Khilafat Movement’ was started in Haryana. According to the treaty of Sevres
with Turkey in 1920 CE, the office of the Khalifa was extinct and his
whole empire dismembered. The Muslims in India who started the Khilafat
agitation in support of Khalifa. Gandhiji gave his blessing to the movement
and asked his Hindu brethren to side with the Muslims in their moment of
crisis."” The 10,33,530 Muslins in Haryana had by and large great sympathy
for the Khilafat. They waged Jihad against the British. Ambala, Karnal,
Panipat, Rohtak, Jhajjar, Hisar and Sirsa became the main centers of the
movement. Hundreds of people came forward and joined the movement
under their leaders who belonged to different classes.”

The movement was quite successful throughout the state. The prominent
leaders of the movement were Abdul Rashid, Ghulam Bhik, Hanif Khan,
Shaminullah from Ambala, Usmani, Sanaullah, Sufi Igbal from Karnal,
Yaqub Khan, Abdul Ghani Dar from Gurgaon, Zamin Ali, Alaudin Abdul
Aziz, Habibul Khan, Jan Muhammad from Rohtak.?!

Gandhi launched the non cooperation movement on 1 August 1920
CE.? Towards the success of the non cooperation movement was to establish
the propaganda committees for mass mobilization and arrangement of tours
of national provincial and local leaders to all the district headquarters and
started membership of Haryana’s local people. Organized meetings and
conferences to be addressed by the national and provincial leader.”® The
programme to popularize Khaddar was adopted in order to stop the national
sources from being drained out to the western countries. Charkha is Swaraj
flag was adopted as the emblem of the movement. These programmes were
actively pursued in the Haryana region too.** A meeting for launching the
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non cooperation movement was arranged at Ramlila ground, Rohtak on
8" October, 1920 CE. Many national leaders attended the meeting. All
the speakers exhorted the people not to cooperate with the colonial
government which was dishonest to the core, Choudhry Matu Ram, Sham
Lal, Lal Chand Jain, Daulat Ram Gupta, Chaudhary Chhotu Ram, Naval
Singh, Master Baldev Singh, Molar Singh, Mian Mustaq Hussain Khan
were attending the meeting.”

The movement becames popular in Haryana. A political conference was
held at Panipat on 10 October 1920 CE under the chairmanship of Lala
Lajpat Rai. Thousands of people took the vow of non-cooperation here.*
On 22" October, the first Ambala divisional political conference was held
at Bhiwani. Mahatma Gandhi along with Ali Brothers, Maulana Abdul
Kalam Azad and Swami Satyadeva attended the conference. It was presided
over by Babu Murlidhar, the Grand old Man of Punjab. About 15 to 20
thousand persons were present in the conference. Gandhi ji made a historic
speech on the occasion, “Hamari yah saltanat shaitan ki saltnat hai.” To deal
with the satanic government they hit upon the remedy of non-violent non-
cooperation. He then explained the programme of non-cooperation to the
people and exhorted them to suppress their anger and refrain from violence
and make self-sacrifice. If 33 crore Indians said the Mahatma adopted non-
cooperation, the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs could be righted and Swaraj
attained with a year.”

Another meeting was held on 8* November 1920 CE under the
Prisidentship of Rambhaj Datt Chaudhary, a prominent congressman. The
situation became quite tricky when Chaudhary Chottu Ram opposed the
resolution of non-cooperation. This opposition was centered on the resolution
concerning the payment of taxes, renunciation of titles, honours etc. He
declared: “The peasants could not afford to indulge in the non-payment of
land revenue. If they do so, the Government would take their land and then
what would they eat?”?® Consequently, Pandit Rambhaj Datta postponed
the conference for the next day. The resolution was passed but the congress
lost the support of a great Jat leader. It was a great set pack to the congress in
Haryana.”

The programme of the boycott of Government aided institutions soon
brought cessation of work in most of the Government aided educational
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institutions. Gandhi’s visit to Haryana stirred unrest among the student
community.*® Eighteen students left the Bahadurgah High School and joined
the National High School, Rohtak. Gandhi also went to Kalanaur and
Rohtak. He visited the Jat High School, Rohtak which had been lately
‘nationalised’. In the presence of nearly 25,000 persons, the foundation stone
of the vaish High School, Rohtak, was laid. Ch. Chhotu Ram started a new
Jat Heroes Memorial High School at Rohtak. He called the movement as
‘improper and a chaal (Fraud)” of Mahatma Gandhi. In Karnal and Ambala
the boycott of schools and colleges could not be successful. In fact the whole
of the Punjab could not become a strong hold of the movement due to the
boycott of education institutions.®!

The congressmen such as Bakshi Ram Krishan, Pandit Neki Ram Sharma,
Shri Luxmi Narain, Sham Lal Hisar, Shri Ram Sharma of Jhajjar, Lala
Murlidhar, Lala Duni Chand and Lala Goverdhan Das of Ambala were
arrested. The loyalists and officials arranged anti non-cooperation meetings
at many places where the members of the Aman Sabha and Rajbhagat Sabha
participated.*

When the movement was at its peak, violence erupted at Chauri-Chaura
in Gorakhpur district (U.P), where 22 policemen were burnt by a violent
mob on 5 February, 1922 A.D. Gandhi was aggrieved at this harrowing
incident and immediately suspended the movement which was officially
withdrawn on 12 February, 1922 CE. The prominent leaders denounced
Gandhi ji for this abrupt action. They termed it as a blunder on his parts.*®

The All India Congress Committee held its session at Madras in 1927
CE where it passed a resolution to boycott the Simon Commission.
Wherever the commission visited it was welcomed everywhere with black
flags and the slogans like ‘Simon go back’. The congress committees held
rallies for boycotting and condemning the commission at Bhiwani, Gurgaon,
Jagerdhari, Rohtak and Jhajjar where resolutions were passed against the
appointment of the commission.**

30" October 1928 CE, Lala Lajpat Rai was assaulted by the police
where he was leading a peaceful procession, which resulted into Lajpat Rai’s
death. His death on the 17" November, 1928 CE created widespread
resentment throughout the country. Gandhi said that Lalaji’s demise means
the setting of a great planet from India’s solar system.* Gandhi ji warned the
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Government to give at least some concessions to the people who would
make their lives worth living, if not the Purna Swaraj that they have pledged
to go for. The government turned down Gandhi’s offer with all the contempt
at their command. Now the only course open for the Mahatma was to
launch a civil disobedience movement to dislodge the government. And that
he did by breaking the government’s salt laws at Dandi, a village on the sea
coast in Gujarat, about 240 miles from his Sabarmati Ashram. The Haryana
nationalists had made elaborate plans to break salt laws in a grand manner at
avillage called Zahidpur near Jhajjar where they had taken on lease brackish
water wells.*

Like Rohtak, Gurgaon was also active, Salt was prepared here at Rewari
on 20 April. It was tedious work; the law breakers could prepare only about
10 gram salt after a good deal of effort. But when auctioned it brought a
good amount Rs. 1.040. On 23 April a big meeting was organized at this
very place which was attended among others by Pt. Neki Ram Sharma and
Kharak Bahadur, a special representative of Mahatma Gandhi. They
congratulated the people of Rewari for defying salt laws and exhorted them
to be ready to make greater sacrifices. The government did not like these
seditious activities and they arrested Mahashe Bhagwan Das and 13 other
activists who were running the show in the town. But it hardly made any
impact on the movement which went on unabated.*” The cloth dealers of
Rohtak, Bhiwani and Ambala pledged not to import foreign cloth. The
foreign sugar and vegetable ghee was also boycotted.*® Picketing of liquor
shops also took place. It was to reduce the consumption of liquor and to
decrease the excise duty. At Rohtak and Ambala liquor shops were picketed.
A liquor vendor was socially boycotted and his house was surrounded by the
mob on 8" August.”’ The Swadeshi or Khaddar was propagated. At Ambala
mealy 5000, people pledged to wear Khaddar. Some women started picketing
at temples and allowed entry to only those persons who were in Khaddar.®

Rohtak district the political leaders and activists such as Neki Ram
Sharma, Mela Ram Moda, Noonkaran Das, Bidhi Chand, Ram Chander
Vaid, Gopal Chand Arya, Ram Chander Shorewala, Jugal Kishore, Shespal
Singh, Ganga Ram, Bhagwan Das Gautam, Smt. Mohini Mam Raj, Swami
Raghunath Dass, Amin Lal, Kalyan Das were sentenced to six months
imprisonment in Hisar district. From Bawani Khera, Mussadi Lal, from
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Mitathal, Passu Ram, Raghu, Hemraj, Chanderjit Lal, Ganga Dhar and
from Dadri tehsil of Jind state, Hari Singh Chinaria, Ram Kishan Gupta,
Banarsi Das Gupta, Rajender Prasad Jain and Mansa Ram were also
sentenced for six months to one year.*!

On 5 March 1931 CE, when the movement was going at full speed
but Gandhi Irwin pact was signed. Two warring powers sat on a table and
signed the Gandhi Irwin pact. As a result the civil Disobedience was suspended
and all the prisoners were released. But except those who were charged with
violent activities. In this movement a parallel administration was set up by
the congressmen in Rohtak district. Sham Lal was appointed Deputy
Commissioner, Shri Ram Sharma, Superintendent of Police and other
congressmen were thanedars etc. This administration issued a Gazette
Notification which appeared in The Haryana Tilak. At the same time, Bhagat
Singh, Raj Guru and Sukhdev were hanged on 23 March, 1931 in Lahore
Jail. Their executions created great resentment throughout India. Gandhi
after his return from II Round Table Conference, London, resumed the civil
Disobedience movement.** Many leaders were arrested again and Gandhi
was also arrested in Jan, 1932 CE. The total 582 arrests made during the
movement were in Haryana.®

A general opinion that the people of Haryana did not take any effective
part in the civil Disobedience Movement. This is wrong. As noted above,
during the period under study, the Haryana region was very backward as
compared to Punjab. Despite that, however, it gave more than its quota of
arrests. A good number of Lawyers gave up their practice. More shopkeepers
boycott foreign goods and more people came forward boycotting and
picketing liquor shops as their movement than their counterparts in Punjab.
And same was the case with our womenfolk. Surprisingly, a good number
of them. Who lived in ghunghat and purdah came in open and fought the
greatest imperial power in the world with confidence and courage. They
inspired their men folks to do the same*.

The Individual Satyagraha Movement as a conceptual part of Gandhian
struggle was based on non-violence, constructive programme, daily spinning
and Khadi. Gandhi believed that non-violence could be used as an alternate
ideological current of world politics. He hoped by this method, to awaken
the world’s conscience. He neither willed to turn his opponents (British
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imperialism) hour of crisis into his opportunity, nor he would consent to
the doom of Germany, in the Second World War. He maintained his option
to judge between the two combatants and succeeded to the one who has
justice on his side.” The decision to start Satyagraha was thus taken at the
Ramgarh session of All India National Congress. By September 1940 A.D.
Gandhi had clearly visualized that struggle with the British was inevitable
and that sooner or later the people would chart their own course to overthrow
the British rule from India. This set term to start Satyagraha movement on
October 17, 1940 CE.%

During the second half of April and May, 1941 CE, the Satyagraha
wave rose higher in Haryana, though the reverse was true in other regions of
Punjab. This was so, in spite of the fact that the agitation against the Punjab
Agricultural Produce Markets Act and the Punjab General Sales Tax Act was
ascendency and many congressmen wanted to be exempted from Satyagraha
so that they might freely take part in this agitation. In April 100 persons
were prosecuted on usual charges under Defense of India Rules. District wise
the position was as follows: Hisari 7, Rohtak 53, Gurgaon 5, Karnal 7 and
Ambala 18. Out of these, only 92 were convicted for political and anti war
offences under Rule 38 and Role 38/121 of Defense of India Act. Among
these 14 belonged to Hisar, 52 to Rohtak, 2 to Gurgaon, 6 to Karnal and 18
to Ambala.

In May, the total number of Satyagrahis was 84 thus recording a
significant fall in the numbers of civil resist us.” The ideological and
theoretical level of this movement was deliberately worked out in such a
way as to fight with British imperialism and at the same time the art the
attention of left parties to steal the show. In both the motives, Gandhi was
successful. Viewed from this angle the Individual Satyagraha Movement in
Haryana pointed to the organic connection that existed between the congress
and Gandhi emphasizing the contradiction between the non-violence as
viewed by the congress and the non-violence as adopted by Gandhi.*®

The withdrawal of Individual Satyagraha Gandhiji realized after about
fifteen months that the Individual Satyagraha was not serving the purpose
well. So he launched a powerful mass movement on 8 August 1942 CE.*
In order to win over congress leadership the government released most of
the prisoners imprisoned during the Individual Satyagraha movement. But
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there was no change in the attitude of congress which reiterated its previous
stand of non-cooperation with the Raj until the grant of independence to
India. In February 1942 CE, Chiang-Kai-Shek visited India and urged the
‘British government to concede real political power’ to the Indian people.
But the British Government and viceroy did not agree with his proposal. As
an emissary of the war cabinet, Cripps was confident of an agreement with
Indians in such a critical situation, Cripps Mission arrived in Delhi on 22
March, 1942 CE and declared that the British Government would set up
Indian Union based on Dominion status soon after the war. The provincial
legislatures along with the rulers of the princely states would duly prepare a
constitution. The demand of Pakistan was conceded in principle and
provinces were at liberty to opt out of Indian Union after the draft of the
constitution. It was also conceded that until a new constitution was framed
the British Government would continue to control over the defense of the
country.”

Ganddhi ji realized after fifteen months that the Individual Satyagraha
was not serving the purpose well. So he launched a powerful mass movement
on 8 August 1942 CE. The Britishers were asked to quit India lock, stock
and barrel right at once. These were war days and understandably the
government took the challenge very seriously. To begin with, it arrested all
the important nation leaders, including Gandhiji on 9 August. A region of
tenor was let loose on the entire nation. There was however no effect on the
people who also reacted with full force. In consequence, a spontaneous
revolution burst forth, and almost the entire country came out to fight the
British imperialism. In the struggle, it is near tending to note, the people of
Haryana did not lag behind. Despite large scale arrests of leaders, police Zulam
and all sorts of repressive measures, they offered resistance to the sarker and
its collaborators.’!

In Haryana, it gathered some momentum. All the congress committees
were declared unlawful on 10" August 1942 CE. Local leaders were arrested.
Even the family members of the arrested were shadowed and harassed by the
C.I.D. men. In Sonepat tehsil the police adopted very coercive methods.>?
In Gurgaon the demonstrations were subjected to indiscriminate tri changes.
Babu Hari Harlal, a labour leader was arrested and beaten ruthlessly for having
obstructed the construction of an acrodrome near Gurgaon.”
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In Ambala the office of the District congress committee was sealed
and the property was confiscated. Neki Ram Sharma who attended the
Bombay meeting was arrested on 14" August 1942 CE at Bhiwani. During
August 1942 to May 1944 CE till the suspension of the movement many
leaders arrested.*

The Quit India movement was the only movement which had reached
its climax. This was admitted by Nehru also in 1956 CE that the then
situation drove them we would have lost all our strength. Most significant
feature of his movement was that many leaders continued their underground
movement till 1944 CE when it finally came to end. Almost all sections of
the society participated in it and thousands of them courted arrest.”> Gandhi
ji withdrew the movement in May, 1944 CE. It came to a grinding halt in
Haryana also.>

The British continued to make efforts to create and develop discord in
India and in 1947 CE. India was partitioned and Pakistan came into
existences, But India got Indipendence.Mahatma Gandhi played a prominent
role in India’s Freedom struggle. Haryana people played an important role
under the direction of Mahatma Gandhi. The dawn of freedom was taken as
a joyous moment by every Indians.
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3 IR == 1 foaw 51 gt © | g 9 uret & SS9 wewdi 7 ot 3w
foroar | 9@l gefiel U9t €, S IR g UN i S © 1D hed © T
oJfH T T oft S €t ST o 3R g s i geR ot TR |
Sl GRM H1 IS TohUE], DIl Goh I Bl @ | A Pl HMAR
fRan 9, @ 3T goh™ o off St ® 10

A I8l HER 7T THR 1 7 3TR 7 TR 3Thueh 5l &1 | THTH
g Tmed § fob afe forami 1 aoi goht foman ST ot = gan e
3THThI I 3T ST | SHAT A 37T Sheli ohl Toeh! TEH oh Tl TLHR i
g o & frema € 1 39 foma & e wn o1 9 feram o6 § |19 wfed e
¥, A AR & IR TS o gfrai B SmHSIR g SR € 1 T R i,
AR R § € et B €10 @ S e ot i, Steid feia safaa
T T Bl R STIEHT 37U et Tera § IR 3|k Wy anedt S srata
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T 3T T ST =11 foh fora o W1 3 11 o= g1 W18 2 3R
AR 39 3T & fawa § o Fhedt © 2 a%qd: SRR +1 39 faw o
ST AR T Foeeht a0 R fohar T § S7eifq ST ot amdfores T
THR T, ford™ A1 hadt oI § | Ao, Jfiet 781, afesh T @@
FH A B, R g, 9rer | et s fham TR @ it € Sa &l
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foram | g IR 210 U off o7 i Tice THer 1 379 Tgelt o 3iR
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‘STHieRl 1 @, SIE Tere, 10 SHad, 1934, 9. 4-5.
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A & B aroft 7 1)
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11. BITH, F9RT THIGR, 9. 9; BITUH, FERT [T, TV<eh o, T, AT, FhT i
fiRsk o2 AT, (SR fe=iRe Seme, Tema, 1. 35).
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] 9. 11-13; F81, 9. 37.

STHIA o1 TIARUT fauee TR |

TehT THTE &0 1 BiT 1S T5aeh fog et <ar € fo 9% =8 9&ia dian anl
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ERE|

. T3 e

18

GRS
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fatfesr =nrer | gfamom | foren =
W& Td ufad

*3TRMeh HHR

19 STaTesT ¥ & T TR 1 9 et & i IR ot | g
1813 3. H foran & a1 ® o qRad= @™ 1 9o fohan 71139 1813 €.
o TR o ST TLhR I e H ANTEH S 1 ST TSH hid T
foren @ g won for fafy gra =g Ffea foren o fof wies o fran
3R Tifeca 1 F@mE o1 & fay, YR & ieafed e & fag, qen
fofew ardtel & JA-foaM =1 J8R 3 87 T g 9 I SN
3T ¥ TGN 91T | I 9IS WS 9 % feqrad e TiEdi aoh of |
W@ off | T hEaT ol Toh ATeRRI faferam ol 3 59 38 o 9led
I L AT & H 77 T TR H ol oh (L H{S e e,
R 3 T 2ifees T 9 7 9 9k | 1823 3. H foren o6t f=ifra qen
3ol i & foTy YR TR §RT ' 7R ! 3k Ufectsh S’
Tfad i T8, W] SUNIEN I8 Ihal Ta1 8l Heh! a1 29 Faw=K, 1823 §.
I 38 wiufa & AferiEl 3 38 8 wewt IHY foan & a8 et Hifa
% faesg T P

T THT SR UFEH YT o o) 49 (1843-1853) ¥ foen = &
T ShTh! T T | ST Teh ATS1 Hifeteh {3187 ol Teied YR Td Hie
ST | A= feetas | e U8 vy oAt o fo=ia farfest st &
H S freT 1 ST o7 % 32T © YR T IR FHiRa ek wuifed
e qem 36 ST o WIU-HY HEhRI ®USl ¥ off 3fefeh weman &1 |
IURH TSI 1850 S, H SR aferet U o 213 foielt § gamenss &9 9

* girenefl, Sfaer T R SXepfa faum, s fommdis, Teer |




Haryana History Congress - 5" Session 303

TN Sl TE P 9 AT o ST gRATT & &l off 3Hept ey fhe ¢
TSIl o1 forfeet wmoTsa H faer 1849 €. o 941 J7l W MYk fen &1
oA A T T TRAT T YRR & =GR 9t qek fen @ =t
FHHTR & TR i <@-1@ T @1 T TT SHRT ST L §U
faareR 1854 <. T 30 o ol =N1feh FHHITR o ST W T HHieHRi
T SERE H TR ThaT T 9901 394 /9 Hegd o feg T ¢
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GUR X 18T T T a1 <A o7 | 39 329 ! Thel a1 o forg fsh
forem HeHT wd faeEREl 1 fF1en =1 99R w1 & fau g Sieem
wreforal g ol ot fren & Scafed A & forg sniféfer Termt wem i
T

forfew @ o g6 WREE et g=fe off | 36 95 freror Heemg
H1fHen STTHR W fdg, g iR foma freror Seensti # st g8 off 7 Hevds,
e, ARSIR 371G H SXATiies fo1aT R ot STt off, STafeh Teehal 31k
il geanfe o fig ik faw foran wem wm i & | 39 wwa fneror deem
TS o &30 TaRroeRt 3l § Bid 9,° giawnsti & 19 & &R
TTHTOT ST SAferehar et & afed it of, fo arefnal & gen
& SRR off TSI TSl o STIER 1910 H | 0.33 Ufawrd wreferan &t
TR1eT TEUT Y UTCH off I BTl WRA ® 1835 H WA f¥an @1 yEe
3R B TR o | R SRATN o Afereha STl iy | Heifed 89 &
HROT Th Aol THF ek MYk fren & afea W@ ° wg 1849 & &
ARt | aRad e 3Tk wiq # fafiwe sam weensti st woma g8 | e
‘o 31Th Thiceie’ qT ' B8 WETEe! TR WHIvH 31k § Tedid’ g
qftaferd ot |

1854 H g feri= stfufrom & wama fren =t feafa & 9ftexd= e
g fedia & STIHR <o H STiISi fran o wope @it S o1 Jae fha
T " B ST o qed BRATUN &5 o VEes, MR, hed, TeH],
9, T[T, BIE, S5or, JRIgUTE Sid 3T TRI T S-S Md |
e @It T [ 37 Thall § SRR TeTed e U ot STt off o off,
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T FER o glaenst § agradt @ @l | foran & wfq g ufkafdd g
3R SRl 2T |

T 1858 H T o WA o T T Foffen a1s1 <A1 9 Senfud ga |
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H foren & fau ' eeeey 2w dfseres Sgaer’ & fefsmr | @ o e
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HId: -~ e Tehee U 1901-01, Th-ead 2aai-62

TR E1d o STTE H A% el ¥l ¢ foh 31 Whall H foha foremeff
foren oTe XA 91 9F oft oY TR A gRATon &t § foven & ufq wrE
foore wfa 78 fowar | safee =@l fan & fawm =t fa o= w_ed &6t
o B HR! i off | T I eAm T A § T foen & fm-oy
forenm & TRuRTTa ATt Haen e e sfaat st fen & ufa st
SRR T | SRATON &1 o T ST weRel | & S arelt 12787 o He
T U T ¢

RN &5 H Y A § R 9 e 7gU i STEvFeRdt o,
ST AT 3T J=al ohl Whdl | e 9oid o | $Heh ST STUST el
H foenfofi @ Hiel w aelt S off | 59 &5 o | ST9 et &
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ST o] ! HIE 1 &g 33 H H&H a1 &, SHT o 379 =] ohl
el | U o IS ST ST 9 o T 310 |1l % il § &
A A1V T HiSAAl o aresg gote | it 7fa | e w1 9= R yER
g @1 | fAfatea difass § giamn & fafve & & e St o

forfara <At o wier bt @it 7
fafesr srer ® giamon & wq@ el st wrerar 1
foren e
fEar 2.67
RISHIES 2.54
JETAT 4.16
JEdD 265
PRATA 2.34

o fie erwsfean, 1900-01, TR-2, e, 2ae-8

SR AfcAehT & 31T W Yol Tetal & o Tl <1l 4.16 wfavd
@ faren et # ffaa 9, Safe w3, Temd, Tgas iRk fear o
HEI: 2.34, 2.54, 2.65, 3R 2.67 Tfawd < & ffea o 1 fr=fafea
IfereRt H 1911-21 Teh HYUT IS H Thet STR hicTsil ol GEAT ol ST
T R 11911-21 Tk USTel H Tl T hicrsil ol HeE:

Ty PieTol | ThS Fhat | ureafies Tt
1911—12 19 364 4054
1912—13 | 16 373 4308
1913—14 | 17 411 4951
1914—15 | 17 390 5430
1915—16 | 17 484 5681
1916—17 | 18 497 5853
1917—18 | 19 514 6040
1918—19 | 20 582 6123
1919—20 | 22 927 5203
1920—21 22 1075 5486

B Tel. fhedetes Us wh. T, Sishid, §99 31 $fea 1921 diegy-15 e, Use ue fee, 9. 35
ST AT § I Frdl § foh IS H hiersl, Hohedl Wl o
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HEAT Hedt et W | SH T Whadl ohi H&AT H AT 3T hl &I R0l
smyfrer e & fd il § SPTeehdl St ST T IUYH o T 3191
o | 9o fa g 95 9 98t 3R foy g5 o wma &t seisii 7 o fan &
foeRTd 1 gTfaa foharm 2° Tetifer st faemeRt <@ e 1 foren & ufa
| o 9Tel B 1 W FRER st W 1858 Y S9N § WeRH!
foeeifen 3 wer o T ue foa Rt = fomn frdt dguma & 3=
TR IRl UM i ST | 39 9T YIMEfeh <hall, o7 RIMT,
ezl # emegfTen fo1et UTe Tl Rt aIgd STavdehal off, SafaIy 1858 o
TeTa ek f1eT o Ui e o1 T sen o P fAfafea diferes

H Tl o fornfoi=t 6t S ol < T ¥
forfest s & gRamon & yq@ el § farnfef ik e ot e
fora el faemit Hem
J&TeT 180 9133
HRATA 203 5375
NESED 98 5097
fear 105 5085
RISHICH 128 5139

Hia:— feRgae TeifeeR 7% [34R, 1904; fefigae TSIfeaR 3TT%  STaeT,
EaF, TSmE, 1910.

sTfes fo1eT wa foaq o1 9ua 39 fashd W& gfg &l awhatdl YoM
AT 11871 H S AT THRARAT o THe dg &1 T4, Fiifch ThR Had
TR Thal o foehre TR oe <t off, 56t o afomarey feror deensii
HHT AR |

TH ThN STUH qedi T TSR el df gdid 2ran & for forfew ot #
2R &3 # wwwra e o g uRafaa gem, iR firen & o1ef
e 3TN o7 et SerEnfashar 1 SNUR s SR gHe § e
T 1 TR TER 1 sreren e | R &5 3 wy-|e §yvl g5
H 21 foren o TU-TT Fg Gl T TR AN T & 38T 6t R S
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o
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24.
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g TSIfeeR 3% iea, aicgn-2, Te@t, 1973, 9. 656.
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184664, AfecTes it feurddie, ufeaman, 1971, 9. 71.

St Sy, e, &gl o7 STefSif7aa Ta9T 57 THaavT Te 1882, 3T
YehIeH, afearet, 9. 11.

TaTHE S hedr FrAfeT ST § fSUdae e Tgahv, STaaR, 1917.
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%], 9. 79-80.

R 4%, GV T2 11T JoieT 7 R, 9. 16.

e, 9. 17.
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TSI T RUI2, 1864-65, 9. 22.

TS TSI R, 1900-1901 THEHT, o 62.

ot . SN, GIvreT TS SRS 5t STF § YT 19011939, U. 143-44.
fafeem e 1Y, g7 gifaraq e sfea @, 1975, 9. 157-58.

q9g Ruid siwefsan 1901

CL

sfeaT Tg@erT viferd 1913, 9. 34-36.

q9g siF sfear, 1921, 9. 15.

fefigare Taifear fgar, 1904, Tefigae Toifeer sfamen, Asds, Tma 1910
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*gl. TAM< HIIH

TR T yff s SEeR &1 onfe woe @ § ) =@ W gfa SR Y,
SMHTRA HAR ¥ 9% S T G5 | 9% SHEAR & G- § SIH1EH )
g1 FEE e 7 Tienie Hig | SR e & g § oA &
A O HHET o HedTl 1 Gogl fea | S HeR-garg gat, ¢ iar o
Hehfeld § | HETYRA g5 i olgd hig! o gRI 37 Y8 & THE
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3T ST T ! STk HeATl, IR TSl Tel 37 il hi wleh el
IRY Tt Te TEATARIT bl Al Hhelll, YT e Gt oAieh
Tk Shellt, HAYTEh a1 SaR Had ¢ | ’94 gar 995 Gfa e aan
Ygg WO, AR & o feteme H ek WGt 9 gl Wiel qeh ug=dl W&l
& | sl Hehfa & fagm <. SEARE Sif¥re 3 37 @i wereil grRI
SHER 1 T I ey B fesnfed s 1 v foeen § 1wy sad
SRATOT =t T1eh et ok HYUl T&il ol el foran T4 | AT Hifecier
T gay ol = RATUN T Ak HaAT! Sl T T&Ih H FeATeg Hd Hl
AT R § | TR SHH SEER % 98 1 AT 7 fohal 71 | 39 YR

* T0e o SEREMT HISH (A ), HASK, R |
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THY HeifHm e o1 STeAa e T SRamn st T shantell o JIem 9
SHAR TR giamon i Hegi o Fed sl gl uaid gol | SHfeie &d
IMY-T5 § BRAN T Ao weAledl § SHEAR HI WHE! % MR W
fesnfend foran T € 1 Y-u= §, 329 & ST g &t e shansil o
STHITG FaR A SRATUE feTehall # SceT=1 o ShIFRIE o STavia fersfhen
o HAR I o1 ST fordl TR § | 39 5§ HaAfud Hitereh aAl i
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AT ATHHATRR o ST FIaTehR TR STEd | 399 HHd F8dl
% STRCAUERR T8¢] SMHR a1 BRATT Fi Tk el o sdday 9
RN T Heapfa 1 wattor fesrr foman wn ¥

TR T hl STTEIE! SRATO YT 21 STgerd] ol T12iseh
T | T SR T TR 1 AL - N IR $iaere SR §Ehfd
o I i T e Wl 8 | BRAT Jow & 9 9§ & SHEaR i
ST TIE & Wt & | R a1 31 A gR Ao e s 1
ST ST 79T TATehehetiadl 3T SiTshettenati ¥ i1 wiiehl o [T &R
! ftht 910 & T 3% 64 TSl o TG AR o €9 H AG fRaA
ST 1 /S @ 34 fo1a &l urae o wed © | et @ oft stoR s
T HE e | ST § | S6T YR el iy GiTai = J1 i H-
fafgal & Far TreEl & gR1 gfadi & §R olish-Tares e qigh fohan |
T ST AR o STIUH G & 37k AW W RAT0N & idt o 919 W T
& I Sfie foret & aferd WS i o1 dferd T W, SEstad) T ), SR @S
F1 AW 4 TR, W @S H AW G W W qo1 =)@ el & e
1 T oAt T TR @1 T § | 39 YR kel T hT ATHHIOT I
FHenell W@ ML E | g & g st SuR fRmin g9 i wert we
w® B | e Hig § €9 g ST ! 1d hedTvl o e g & &
AT e 7§ T Harg fora St HER-HaTg gaT 9% Tl § Hehford ¢ |
HETIRA 5 ! Sa=<l gl W9 g1 Y g o T T HTl
TRATON it eRA W GRSl el 1 TR I 7 | 27 ghamm
I AR HeATST 3R TR & Sqdd e e e 3fagr og § drefer
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T T SR Wl H o1el o fopdl Ae A1 for=m A SRR ol SHl 9
TEAN ¥ SR g uihan arfesk THM W S € 1 36 TEER el S
T | SEER o1 328 SRR 31 Ta=mii ol A & T Al deh S
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The Pioneer Experiment of Rural Reconstruction in

Gurgaon District of Colonial Punjab, 1920 A.D.

*Simran Ghildyal

India is a land of villages. How often is that said and how little appreciated.
Nearly ninety percent of the population is rural and over seventy. Three
percent are producers of raw materials. Our civilization takes its roots from
rural life, while that of the West centres around cities western civilization is
essentially an urban civilization drawing people in large numbers into crowded
industrial centres where mass production is carried on and where people are
all moulded into a uniform pattern. In India it has never been the case. The
centre of life in our country has always been the village. Though we had
monarchs who lived in splendour in cities, the villages never yielded up their
independence. Towns and cities were mainly distributing agents of village
products, the villages being real producing centres. Our salvation as a Nation
lies in village improvement. India being primarily a rural country and her
prosperity means the prosperity of the rural areas.'

It is remembered that the British Administration was primarily motivated
by commercial considerations and thereby did not devote adequate attention
to the improvement of the rural areas. If, however, now and then they
attempted something, it was in a sporadic manner and done either under the
stress of particular situations or to side track the political issue.?

W.H. Hailey, an Ex-Governor of the Punjab admits that the British
Government never seriously attempted to put their shoulder to the wheel of
village uplift. They woke up under some compelling situations, such as
famines, or similar widespread distress. Between 1800 and 1825 CE, it is
reported there were five famines, between 1825 and 1850 CE, two famines,

*  Assoc. Prof. (History), Govt. College Dadahu, Distt. Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh
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between 1850 and 1875 CE, six famines, and between 1875 and 1900
CE, ecighteen famines and eight widespread famines between 1876 and
1924 CE, and all these devastated the country.

Famines of this kind jerked the Government into action. The Famine
Commission of 1800, 1898, 1901, the Irrigation Committee of 1903, the
Commission on Co-operation of 1915 and the Royal Commission on Indian
Agriculture of 1926 were among the efforts of the Government to improve
the economic lot of the common man, but seldom were reports of the
commissions translated into action in a thorough going session. The various
commissions appointed during the British period only shelved the economic
problem of the country.

An important stage in the history of Rural Reconstruction was registered
with the advent of Mahatama Gandbhi into the arena of Indian politics. To
him belongs the distinction of being the first to shift the centre of gravity
from the needs of the intelligentsia to the needs of the masses. His idea was
to restore the common man to proper place.

By precept and example Gandhiji showed how vital was the interest of
the villagers to the general prosperity of the country and how imperative was
the problem of vivifying the dark countryside of this land. Prior to the advent
of Mahatama Gandhi into arena of Indian Politics who adopted the ways of
life and dress of the villagers so that none in the country may feel lowly,
thereby he had kindled a light which spread like wild fire, and acted like a
dynamo. The entire country witnessed a wave of interest in the lot of rural
folk.’

In the days of Swadeshi movement followed after the partition of Bengal
in 1905 CE, it was realised that reorganisation of some sort was needed of
the entire system of our rural life and fundamental basis of “Swaraj” lay in
rural reconstruction. The real idea of “Swaraj” consisted in the creation of
a rural civilization and as a step towards the revitalization of rural
communities through practical organisations under the guidance of a
number of young men and women who being trained in rural work before
they set up to serve the country.® As the national movement progressed
since the beginning of the Non-Cooperation Movement 1920 CE, the
Provincial Congress Committees issued manifestos drawing the attention
of the country to the urgency of rural reconstruction.
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The National leaders began to preach the rural cause and new
organisation wedded to the cause of the rural folk sprang into existence.
Two such organisations were (1) The All India Spinners Association (1921)
and (2) The All India Village Industries Association. The All India Village
Industries Association was formed at the 48" session of the Indian National
Congress.

The government could not remain unaffected from the forces released
by Gandhiji. The First World War 1914-1918 CE had ended and there
was a general realisation that the common man had made great sacrifices in
winning the war. These sacrifices could not be left unrewarded.

In 1931 CE Indian Village Welfare Association was founded in
England in 1931 CE. The Association aimed at bringing together those
who were families with the condition of rural population in India and
improving it by constructive means. It confined its work to publicity and
propaganda. Some of the retired members of the India Civil Services were
the brain behind this Association and in practical field of rural reconstruction
its output was negligible but it served to focus attention on the urgency of
rural problem.

In Bombay, a village improvement scheme was initiated in 1933 CE
under chairmanship of district officers. In Central Provinces a Village Uplift
Board was formed 1932 CE. Bengal Service League founded in 1915
conducted an industrial school, promoted educational conference.’

Many non-official organisations like the Ramakrishna Mission, Arya
Samaj, Deccan Education Society, Servants of Indian Society, YM.C.A,
worked separately in their own way and had no substantial support from the
government. Martandam, a rural area in Trivandrum, the Y. M.C.A. under
the guidance of Dr. Spencer Hatch selected it as a centre of Rural
Reconstruction.® Another Rural Reconstruction was carried on in Sriniketan
situated in Bengal Province under the guidance of the poet Rabindranath
Tagore.”

Thus little credit goes to the British government in the field of Rural
reconstruction. The Punjab is the solitary oasis in the whole desert and the
experiment there undertaken, was more due to individual efforts than to
State initiative.

The Gurgaon experiment is a landmark in the history of Rural
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Reconstruction in the Punjab Province of the Colonial period. It was a
pioneer effort marked by several novel methods which had not been tried
anywhere on such a considerable scale especially under Government
auspices. EL. Brayne took charge of this District as Deputy Commissioner
towards the end of 1920 CE. He was struck by the miserable condition of
the people, by their lack of health, ignorance, squalor, primitive methods
of agriculture, depressed state of their women, and wastefulness of their
social customs.

He had an “altruistic bent of mind” and was unable to trudge along
the beaten official track in face of what he saw around him. He lost no
time in initiating an uplift campaign generally known as the Gurgaon
Experiment. The object of the campaign as defined by Brayne himself was
“to jerk the villager out of his old groove”, convince that improvement is
possible and kill his fatalism by demonstrating that climate, disease and
pest can be successful fought further to laugh him out of his unhealthy and
uneconomic customs and teach him better ways of living and farming.

The main planks of his programme included (1) Increase in the yield
from agriculture, (2) Stopping of waste, (3) Improvement in Standard of
health, (4) Improvement of home-women.®

Some of the methods tried for effecting improvement of agriculture
production included (1) Improvement in the methods of cultivation, (2) A
better system of dry farming, (3) Increase of the area under canal and well-
irrigation (4) Afforestation, (5) Erection of bunds, (6) Development of Cattle,
(7) Development of Pasture, (8) Development of Communication, (9)
Development of Co-operative Societies.’

The villagers were inspired to tend to fields properly, labour hard, do
proper ploughing, eliminating weeds in the fields, learn marketing of the
produce. These few simple improvements would double his crop. In changing
circumstances with market facilities, proper communication, the farmers
should not blindly keep growing particular crops like wheat, barley etc. because
their fathers grew them. They should grow what sells in abundance in nearby
markets running into Delhi. Also use the facilities provided by Co-Operative
Banks. By improving agriculture will lose the peasant fear of (1) Famine, (2)
Hunger, (3) Cattle diseases. The farmer was taught the idea when things go
bad don't blame providence it is only due to stupidity, idleness, folly, and
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ignorance of the farmer. Thus the object of increased production is not to
make the farmers rich but to make them happy by adopting these methods
and trying to remove poverty as poverty brings disease, misery, suffering
and unhappiness. Thus, teaching the farmer how to make better and more
certain living out of the soil. Thus sowing seeds of self- improvement and
conserving natural resources. '

Stopping of waste in Social Customs and Ceremonies like :
(1) Kaj and other such ceremonies
(2) Jewellery
(3) Wedding
(4) Quarrelling
(1) Kaj : If you want to revere the memory of a dead relative, install a
hand Persian wheel on a drinking well, add a room to the school or the
dispensary.
2) Purchase of Jewellery : Being a wicked waste, should be avoided,
instead deposit money in your wife's name, give her rights, privilege, treat
her with izzat (respect).
(3)  Wedding : In weddings, large expenses to be curtailed, all marriages
to be registered which acknowledge the rights of women. Child marriages to
be discouraged.
4) Litigation or Quarrelling must be discouraged : Money should
not be wasted on age old property disputes.

These measures resulted in changing of the ideas and habits of the
people and they learnt the principle of thrift.!!
Creating a new ideal "Home Sweet Home"
Clean, happy, healthy and enlightened woman
Clean houses
Clean villages
Peace with all men
Men should stop smoking hookah.

Humanise the woman and make them honourable and equal partners
in the home by :

(1) Sending the girls to the school with boys and when they get too big
send them to girls school.

(2) Refusing to marry girls while they are still children.
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(3) Releasing woman from their present slavery and degradation.

(4) Don't let them make use #pla (cow dung cakes), use wood instead
and stalks of sarson, til, gowar, arbar, cotton etc.

(5) Don’t let women grind corn.

(6) Men should stare from their one quarter of their hookah time in

tidying their homes and villages and growing flowers. Gurgaon would be
paradise."

Lastly, achieving and practising cleanliness helping to live healthy life.
Cleanliness is the beginning of uplift, cleanliness of person, of home, and of
village means a conscious deserve to rise to better things.

Nine-tenths of the diseases in villages are due to dirt. Clean your village
yourself. Don't rely on the kamins to keep your village clean, does your work
or you make them your masters. Every villager handles manure for the fields,
so there can be no harm in his collecting the stuff which still make manure
and throwing it into a pit. Why do you wait for sweepers, churahs and chamars
to clean your home and village. No religion forbids cleanliness. If you can
carry manure to your fields, surely can collect it and put it into the pit as
well.

Dirty villages mean unmannered land which means small crops. Once
the pits are dug, village latrines are also possible and with its use come self-
respect, and a sense of decency and villages are on the way to health. Cleaning
the villages and teaching villagers sanitary habits, thereby removes the fear of
(1) Diseases, (2) Blindness, crippling of children, (3) Control from spreading
of epidemics cholera and plague. Ill-health means loss of time which is spent
in sickness and also direct loss of wealth leading to poverty.'?

The persistence of these diseases is due to carelessness of the villagers.
They must be taught to keep “quinine” as they buy spices for their kitchen.
They should buy “mosquito nets” as in preference to buying expensive clothes.
These will make village life worth living. All work is dignified and idleness is
disgrace.

Propaganda played an important part in the whole work. It was carried
out through a variety of methods like, media which included broadcasts,
magic lanterns, cinemas, dramas, songs, gramophone records, posters, leaflets,
pamphlets, exhibition, melas, competitions, weekly school propaganda. 65
villages guides and the Central Committee Co-ordinated the activities of the
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various departments. Thus the Gurgaon Experiment served something like
an object lesson to rural construction workers.

It revealed that an official imbued with a real spirit of service can do
useful work despite official or administrative limitations. Brayne is still a
household word especially in the Punjab Province who taught four things to
the villagers and the workers willing to work in the villages.

(1) The dignity of labour
(2)  The dignity of women
(3)  Thedignity of service. The desire to help one and other."

The earnest efforts of Mr. EL. Brayne bore tangible results as reflected

in the Table.”

APPENDIX III. (Some Tangible Results)

1920-21 1926-27
Approved stud bulls 8 557
Castration of bad stud bulls — 551
Hissar Heifers - 123
Half Merino Rarrs - 125
Stallions 5 16
Iron ploughs — 1,600
Ploughing matches — All tehsils, districts
and divisional
championships.
Cattle fairs 2 11
Persian wheels — 800
Re-afforestation of hills 1,325 acres 6,780 acres
Area under 8-A wheat — 36, 750 acres
Area under Rosy Batla Cotton — 4, 170 acres.
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Field rats poisoned — 417 villages (250,000
acres)
Porcupines poisoned — 80 villages (186
burrows closed)
Co-operative Sodieties 153 822
Members 3,303 19,126
Working capital Rs. 1,36,224 22,88,041
Working capital per sodiety Rs. 900 21,704
Owned capital Rs. 14,064 3,98,297
Owned capital per sodety Rs. 92 508
Central Banks and Unions 1 4
Health
1920-21 1926-27
Hospitals 11 %
Patients 127,000 288,510
Health centres — 8 (urban 3, rural 5)
Health visitors — 5
Vacdinations (per annum) 12926 42,427
Plagus inculsations — 4 epidemics 266, 850
last epidemic 121,555
Pits (6 feet deep) for village refuse, manure, etc. — 40,000
Refuse removal — 1,250 villages

complete
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Education
1920-21 1926-27
High schodls 2 4 2 by public
subscription)
Pupils 19,839 26,744
Girls in boys schools — 1,334
Red Gross and St. John ambulance branches — 44
Night Schools — 152
Scout troops — 95
Scouts -— 8,000
Propaganda
1920-21 1926-27
English parmphlers — 10,520
Vernacular posters — 58,000
Vernacular leaflets — 94,500
Vernacular pamphlets — 4,500
Magic lanterns - 23
District Gazette — (Weekly) 2,000 issue
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1920-21

1926-27

One Territorial
Battalion 11/14th
Punjab Regjment

(Gurgaon Battalion)

Registration of marriage

One tribe of 125,000

complete, and rapidly

becoming general all
over the district

Vety rare now.

Dung-cake making

Many villages stopped
altogether - great
reductions in many
hundreds.

* Bullodk-driven flour mills

* Hand-Pumps and hand-worked Persian wheels on
drinking wells.

A few only working
but many hundreds
indented for - not yet
delivered.

Thus Gurgaon Experiment for something like an object lesson for ways
and means of improving rural welfare and those engaged in rural reconstruc-

tion works.
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An Appraisal of Relationship Between Customary
Marriage Laws of Jat Community with

Contemporary Socio Legal Issues

*Anita Gupta

In state of Haryana jats occupy a major place, being one of the largest groups
in the region. The jats from the earliest time have been remarkable for the
rejection of the monarchical principle and their strong partiality for self
governing commonwealth.' The history of jats is glorious not only in Mughal
period but also in Delhi Sultanate. The information from the Chachnama,
in 809 CE tells that jats reared cattle in the area of Sindh.” According to a
notable historian Satish Chandra “the jat living on both sides of river Jamuna
has a strong sense of clan brotherhood and egalitarian reflected in their clan
brotherhood which culminated in chhaap. The Chhaap was somewhat like a
tribal jirga, but new as more hierarchical.> During Delhi Sultnate the jats
emerged as an important farmer community in the area of Punjab. Abul
Fazl describes jat as among the best farmers in the north western region.
Later on jats acquired a large number of Zamindaris in Delhi and Agra subas.*
The French writer Modave Comte writes; although the jats are gentle people
and if they are not forced to take arms, they take delight in farming.’

The social customs of jats are those of Vedic Aryans. The jats are required
to marry within their community. A jat marrying a non jat girl though not
encouraged or approved, is nevertheless acceptable acceptable. A jat girl
marrying a non jat boy, is however, a taboo and, should it happen it is
considered a permanent blot of disgrace on the girl's family. Boys and girls
of same gotras are considered brothers and sisters to each other. Marriage
within the same village is not permitted even if the boy and girl qualify for
marriage according to gotra restriction.® Sagorra le, same gotra marriage are

*  Assistant Prof. (History), SPM College, Punjabi Bagh, University of Delhi, Delhi.
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banned under the traditional matrimonial system. This tradition is as per
Manusmriti’ which tells us in chapter 3, shloka 4 that dwija should marry
within their caste. A damsel, who is neither a sapinda on the mothers side, is
recommended to twice born men for wedlock and conjugal union. Chapter
8 of Vasishtha Dharma Sutras says, a student who desires to be a house
holder shall bathe, free from anger and elation, with the permission of his
teacher, and take for a wife a young female of his own caste, who does neither
belong to the same gotra nor has the same parvara. ‘Kandika 4 of the Gobhila
Sutras says, a student should take wife who does not belong to the same
gotra. Chapter 14 of the Vishnu Smriti says,’ no one should marry a woman
belonging to the same go#ra, or descended from the same ancestors, or from
the same Pravars.™

The Gotra has universal application. To Engles’ the latin word “gens”
has similar connotation “genos” of the Greeks, “gan” of the Aryans, Sanskrit
“janas”, Gothic “kuni”, Nordic and Anglo Saxon, “kyn”, English. “kin” and
middle High German “kune”, all imply kinship descent. This “genes” based
custom also played a vital role in social life of the tribes by prescribing headman,
matrimonial rules, inheritance of property, councils to settle disputes,
adoption, ceremonies, common burial places and brotherhood unity bound
together by ties of kins. He said that “genes” was the foundation of social
order of most if not all, barbarian, people of the world, in Greece and Rome
we pass directly from it into civilization. Gotra was a brahmanical institution.
In Atharveda, the word first appears with the meaning of the clan, which it
has retained with a special connotation. Gotras are exogamous and the
members of the same gotra are found in many castes.'® All Brahmans were
believed to have descended from one of the Rishis or legendary seers, after
whom the gotra was named; Kasyapa, Vasistha, Bhrgu, Gautama, Bhardwaj,
Atri, Vishwamitra, and Agastya. These gotras were multiplied later by
inclusion of the names of many other sages.!' The chief importance of the
gotra was in connection with marriage, which was forbidden in the persons
of the same gotra."

A jat gotra is effectively a jat clan, and several clans [gotras] make a jat
caste. The name of the gotras [clans] generally takes after a person and a
place. Some of the name based gotras are Tanwar, Jakhar, Budhwar, Dhillon,
Lamba, Sihag, Purnia, Sangwan, Gill, etc. Some gotra names are based on
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titles too, such as Rana, Thakur, Chadhuri, etc."” In Jat Privesh Magzine
[karnal, Harayana] January 2011 issue, a list of jat gotras is given which
shows 3179 jat gotras. Whereas in India Today, New Delhi, May 24, 2010
CE, issue 4830 gotras are counted. As customary prescription for fixing
matrimonial alliances among jats, three gotras in ascending order from the
side of the bridegroom’s family and three from the bride’s should need to be
essentially avoided. In addition the Bhaichara gotras are also avoided as per
the standard practice followed for centuries. Due to sharing of tenancy rights,
land tenures and cultivable land or grants of properties to kins it happened
that a single village estate came to be inhabited by several gotras of the same
clan preventing intermarry or exogamy in regard to matrimony. It sowed
seeds of Bhaichara and restrained people from entering into matrimonial
alliances even if it were in another gotra because it was accorded status of a
brother and his children treated as his own children, therefore brother and
sister could never become husband and wife.'

The concept of Bhaichara means that members of the same generation
are classificatory siblings and cannot intermarry.”® This idea of Bhaichara
starts from village level and continues upto the Khap level. There exist three
types of Bhaichara - Village Bhaichara, in which members of one generation
are treated as brothers and sisters as originating from a common ancestor
and, therefore related by blood. This is irrespective of gotra or caste; the
siblings cannot intermarry within the village. Even the scheduled castes enjoy
the relationship accorded by Bhaichara. The village is an exogamous
community. This idea of Bhaichara extends to the neighbouring villages,
which share geographical boundaries, precluding the possibility of marriage
between them.

L. Gotra or clan Bhaichara, in which all members belonging to the
same gotra in the same caste are treated as brothers and sisters, even if they
belong to different villages. This is applied to both the dominant castes and
scheduled castes. The khap of a particular gotra, such as the Sangwan khap,
the Dahiya khap and the Hooda khap enjoy Bhaichara on the basis of common
lineage.

2. Families belonging to the same caste but with different gotras, which
do not marry in the villages of the single gotra khap because such khaps are
numerically dominated by a single gotra. All other persons living in a khap



332 Haryana History Congress - 5" Session

area irrespective of their caste or gotra, treat each other as brother and
sister. Khap Bhaichara is normally emphasized in the khap panchayat.
Similarly, villages that fall under one tappa or kani also do not permit
marriage within the tappa, although the marriage can take place in another
tappa of the khap consisting of multiple gotras.'®

Historically speaking khap panchayats are very old, with various scholars
tracing their origin to tribal times. According to Pradhan'” khaps are legacies
of tribal councils that had been formed by various tribes. Prem Choudhry*®
denotes them as caste panchayats. [n any case these are traditional panchayats,
patriarchical and revivalist in nature. They reinforce traditions and norms
especially in marriage practices in rural Haryana."”

According to Ishwari Prasad® at the advent of muslims all suits relating
to debts, contracts, adultery, property and the like were decided by Hindus
in their panchayats. The word khap was used for the first time in Rajasthan
in the context of Rajput ruling class during the medieval period. The word
khap has been extensively used in the context of different sects of Rajasthan
ruling class. The first census report based on religion and caste was prepared
in Jodhpur [1890-90], dividing the people of India on the basis of religion
and caste. The castes are divided into gotras, the word gotra was used as
khap.?! The khap panchayat like the caste system and joint family system is
a traditional institution engaged primarily in disputes resolution and in
regulating the behaviour of individuals or groups in rural north India.? The
composition of peasant caste union was called khap.” Khap panchayats have
had along innings in the jat dominated areas of northern India and some of
their decisions that go against individual rights have led to heated controversy.
It is commonly believed that they came into existence sometime around
600 CE. It is believed to have been started by upper class jats to consolidate
their power and position in the community.**

The main feature of a khap?® is that boys and girls within a khap are
considered as siblings and a khap panchayat governs the khap formed by
same gotra [cian] families from several neighbouring villages. Marriages are
considered a taboo in areas governed by khap panchayats. Those living in a
khap are not allowed to marry in the same gotra or even in any gotra from
the same village. The strength of the traditional caste panchayat lay in twin
factors. First, they are the numerical strength of a particular caste group and
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second, the land ownership it commanded. These caste panchayats were
dominant in Haryana. These traditional panchyats were all purpose local
mechanism for a series of activities ranging from collection of revenue or
overseeing works of public utility, acting as court for dispute settlement and
meeting out justice in community matters. All this was affected within the
framework Of the caste rules, customs or usages of the locality, trade or family.
Findings from the field visits® of six districts of Haryana - Sonepat, Panipat,
Mewat, Rohtak, Hisar and Karnal revealed that in Mewat same gotra marriages
are absolutely prohibited. This custom being endorsed by everyone including
women, community people, panchayat representatives as they firmly assert
that how can there be marriage between brother and sister as everyone living
in the same village are brothers and sisters and even the nextvillage there can
be no marriage due to bhaichara. In rest of the districts also it was observed
that with respect to same gotra marriages, the same strict prohibition rule
applies. Intercaste marriages are also not allowed. However, as per the news
reporting in Hindustan Times Apr 20, 2014 the satrol khap has allowed caste
and intercaste marriages between the families within a radius of 42 villages
of Hisar and Jind under it, breaking the 700 year old tradition. The path
breaking decision came at a meeting of Satrol khap at Narnaund village of
Hisar district, where elders formally gave their consent to the decision to
ease up difficulty faced by villagers in finding a suitable match for their eligible
youngsters within the defined threshold. It was also said that like any other
institution this khap also want to keep their traditions in sync with the
modernity and prevailing social circumstances of relevance. In June 2013
Malik khap also known as Gathwala khap - one of the largest jat khaps - had
taken a forward looking decision to not to consider grandmother's gotra
while fixing matrimonial alliances , which was in juxtapose to the existing
tradition where guardians were allowed to marry off their children barring
mother, father and grandmother's sub castes. However the new development
would still carry the norm of not marrying within the same gotra, village
and neighbourhood.”

There is social pressure to confirm to the norms of khaps. Any perceived
rebellion against the traditional expected behaviour may be construed as a
loss of honour and might result in coercion and violence perpetuated by the
woman's biological family, ranging from bullying and beating and even to
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murder. The most widely recognised reason for this is the killing of both
spouses for marrying in the same caste. Caste and intercaste marriages have
been a major reason for so called “honour killings” in recent past. Honour is
frequently if not always gendred. Communities value women, at least in
part, for the honour they bring to their families and punish women for the
shame they bring for alleged transgression of social and sexual norms.” In a
modern day individualistic society, the term honour is synonymous with
integrity, a person’s individual actions. However in medieval times in
communal culture, honour was collective term reffering not simply to the
social behaviour of one person, but of the collective behaviour of the family.
“honour”, is generally seen as residing in the bodies of women. Frameworks
of honour and its corollary ‘shame’ operate to control, direct and regulate
women’s sexuality and freedom of movement by male members of the
family. Women who fall in love, extramarital relationship, choose their own
husbands are seen to transgress the boundaries of ‘appropriate’ that is socially
sanctioned sexual behaviour. In these contexts rights of women, to contol
their own lives, to liberty and freedom of expression, association, movement
and body integrity mean very little.”

In a case of Shakti Vahini vs Union of India® the court observed that
the actions which are found to be linked with honour based crime are-

(i) Loss of viginity outside marriage
(ii) Pre-marital pregnancy

(iii)  Infidelity

(iv)  Havingunapproved relationships
(v) Refusing an arranged marriage

(vi)  Asking for divorce

(vii)  Demanding custody of children after divorce

(viii)  Leaving the family or marital home without permission
(ix)  Causingscandal or gossip in the community

(%) Falling victim to rape.

Expanding the aforesaid aspect, it is stated that some of the facets relate
to inappropriate relationship by a women some of which lead to refusal of
arranged marriages. Certain instances have been cited with regard to honour
crimes and how the said crimes reflect the gruesome phenomena of such
incidents. Murder in day light and brutel treatment in full public gaze of the
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members of the society reflect that the victims are treated as inanimate
objects totally oblivious of the law of the land and absolutely unconcerned
with the feelings of the victims who face such cruelty and eventually sccumb
to them. The expression of intention by the couples to get married even if
they are adults is sans sense to the members who constitute the assembly
for according to them. It is the projected honour that rules supreme and
the lives of others become subservient to their desires and decisions. Instances
that have been depicted in the writ petition pertain to beating of people,
shaving of heads and sometimes putting the victims on fire as if they are
“flies to the wanton boys.” Various news items have been referred to express
anguish with regard to the abominable and horrifying incidents that the
human eyes cannot see and sensitive minds can never countenance.

In case of Arumugam Servai vs State of Tamilnadu® the Supreme Court
strongly deprecated the practice of khap panchayats taking law into their
hands and indulging in offensive activities which endanger the personal lives
of the persons marrying according to their choice. Inanother case Lata Singh
vs State of U.P3? the Supreme Court observed and directed as under; This is
a free and democratic country and once a person becomes a major he or she
can marry whosever he\ she likes. If the parents of the boys and girls do not
approve of such inter caste or inter religious marriage the maximum they can
do is that they can cut off social relations with the son or daughter, but they
cannot give threats or commit or instigate acts of violence and cannot harass
the person who undergoes such inter caste or inter religious marriage. We
therefore direct that the administration\police authorities throughout the
country that if any boy or girl who is a major and undergoes inter caste or
inter religious marriage with a man or a woman who is a major, the couple
are not harassed by anyone or subjected to threats or acts of violence and
anyone who gives such threats or harasses or commits acts of violence either
himself or at his instigation stern action will be taken against such actions.
We sometimes hear of honour killings of such persons who undergo inter
caste or inter religious marriage of their own free will. There is nothing
honourable in such acts, and infect they are nothing but barbaric and shameful
acts of murder committed by brutal, feudal minded persons who deserve
harsh punishment.

In Law Commission Report® a law has been proposed under the title
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of ‘prohibition of Interference with the Freedom of Matrimonial Alliances
Bill’ which intends to curb the social evil of caste councils\panchayats
interfering with and endangering the life and liberty of young person’s
marrying partners of the same gotra or a different caste\religion. This
interference can be effectively checked by prohibiting the assembly of such
members of the panchayats for the purpose of condemning the marriage and
taking further action of harming or harassing them.

Supreme Court in its judgement* said that when two adults get married,
it is for law to declare the marriage null and void and khaps cannot resort to
violence against the couple. The Supreme Court declared illegal any attempt
by khap panchayats to end a marriage between consenting adults.

A gradual change is visible towards the establishment of a free social
order. In moments and periods of social transition, the tensions between the
individual freedom and past social practices become focal points of the
community's ability to contemplate and provide for least hurting or painful
solutions.
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Capital Choking, Stubble Burning :

Livelihood and Environment

*Madhuri Sharma

“Flights diverted in Delhi as toxic smog hits worst levels of 2019.”" On 1st of
November 2019 AQI (air quality index) in Delhi was 999. Newspapers and
various news channels of TV flooded with this sort of news in the first week
of November 2019.? In simple words the sky over Delhi was covered with
huge black smog full of toxic gases leading to many health problems not
only to human beings but plants and animals too. For the past few years this
is a regular issue/problem Delhi is facing during and after Diwali festival ie in
the month of October and November.

This situation immediately alerts us to know why it happens. How this
can be solved? Some of the major reasons cited are- Burning Crackers during
Diwali, Vehicular emissions. In order to solve this problem Delhi
Government took a strict action against sale and burning/bursting of crackers.
Government put a ban on it. Similarly to reduce vehicular emissions- Delhi
Government launched odd-even, car pooling and other methods. But above
all reasons one of the major causes cited is 'the burning of stubble/crop'
leftover in nearby States around Delhi-i.e Punjab and Haryana. Nearly all
TV news channels were running this news throughout the day.> Even most
of the newspapers carry headline of “smog/toxic air covering Delhi”.

Most of the studies and research papers highlighted stubble burning
only with environment concern.* The immediate question comes in one's
mind is what this stubble is and why peasant burn stubble or crop leftover. Is
ita recent modern activity or an age old traditional practice? What initiative
government took or taking to stop this stubble burning. How new technology

*

Assistant Professor, Department of History, Bharati College, University of Delhi.
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of agricultural practices responsible for this. What are the economic concerns
of the peasants or farmers? How is it related to livelihood and environment?
What are the alternatives to stop stubble burning?

Since farmers of Punjab and Haryana has been blamed most for stubble
burning and cause for lowering air quality in Delhi so this study would be of
Punjab and Haryana region only. In order to understand above issues this
paper seeks to explore the changing agricultural practices and socio-economic
condition of the farmers of the Punjab and Haryana. Known as a Green
Revolution state, Haryana has become the bread-basket of India, playing a
crucial role in the food security of the nation. Similarly the historical region
of Punjab is considered to be one of the most fertile regions on Earth. The
region has been used for extensive wheat farming. In addition, rice, cotton,
sugarcane, fruit, and vegetables are also grown. Punjab is also known as "The
Granary of India" as it produces 1% of the world's rice, 2% of its wheat, and
2% of its cotton. In 2001, it was recorded that farmers made up 39% of
Indian Punjab's workforce.’

The Green Revolution also brought profound changes in land use in
Haryana and Punjab through a complex set of interacting biophysical and
socioeconomic factors. The driving forces behind land use change are increased
cultivation intensity, utilization of high-yielding varieties of wheat and rice,
and high inputs of fertilizer and water. Other forces are infrastructure
development, private investment in irrigation sources, and a wheat/rice
support policy regulated by the government of India. Even though Haryana
and Punjab both has benefited from their enormous agricultural achievements
brought about by the Green Revolution, their success is built on a receding
water resource. Intensification of agriculture has caused the groundwater table
to drop in some areas and has caused water logging in others. The economic
growth resulting from urbanization, industrialization, and the changing
lifestyles of an increasing population also has led to over extraction of
groundwater. Equally worrisome, excessive use of fertilizers and pesticides
has led to a deterioration of land and soil quality.®

To cope with falling water tables, farmers often must replace their pumps
with higher-capacity ones and incur higher capital and operating costs to
pump the same amount of water from a greater depth. The thousands of
farmers with small operational holdings in Haryana who meet a large part of
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their staple food requirements from rice and wheat are unlikely to
comprehend the long-term problems of resource degradation and
environmental pollution and thus are likely to continue this lucrative cropping
system. Such a development could deteriorate the environmental resource
base and make the rice-wheat cropping sequence environmentally
unsustainable.

Now in order to conserve water a law had been passed- whatisitand in
any way is responsible for stubble burning? Did law to delay crop sowing
result in paddy straw burning cases?

In order to conserve/preserve water the state government of Punjab and
Haryana had mandated that the timing of the rice planting should coincide
with the monsoon rains which lash the region starting early July. Since early
July 2009, there has been a law called the Punjab preservation of subsoil
water Act that has prohibited the cultivation of paddy before a date is decided
by the Government.” Owing to such mandates and regulations the two crop
periods of Kharif and Rabi in the case of rice and wheat moved close to one
another, leaving about fifteen days in between the two crop cycles. This put
a pressure on farmers to prepare the farm for the next crop in a hand full of
days and burning the residue has proven the cheapest and quickest way to do
s0.8 Thus there are apprehensions that a law passed by the Punjab government
in 2009 asking farmers to delay paddy sowing, swelled the number of paddy
burning cases.

Director of Agriculture Department of Punjab, Sutantar Kumar Airi
says the Punjab Subsoil Water Preservation Act is not responsible for crop
burning instances which has not only improved the water table but also
brought down the area under paddy cultivation by 3.8 lakh hectares. "The
total area under paddy cultivation in 2018, which was 31.3 lakh hectares,
has been brought down to 27.92 lakh hectares in 2019. Farmers have been
asked to switch to basmati rice farming, which is not only lucrative but its
straws are consumed by the cattle and are not burnt," says Sutantar Kumar
Airi.?

When questioned whether the delayed paddy crop plantations resulted
in farm waste burning, agricultural expert Devinder Sharma said "no". He
has also demanded a comprehensive scientific study to ascertain the role of
straw burning in New Delhi's smog problem. Further Sharma blames over-
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mechanisation of Punjab agriculture for the paddy straw burning problem.
He reiterated that, "Most of the crop harvesting in Punjab is being done by
machines. The Punjab government is now asking farmers to buy six more
machines to stop them from burning farm waste which is not justified.
Compelling farmers to take loans to buy machines will only burden them
further. The best way to discourage them from burning crop residue is to
compensate them by paying at least Rs 100 per quintal"."

Meanwhile, Punjab CM Captain Amarinder Singh reminded the Union
government to provide financial assistance of Rs 100 per quintal to each
paddy farmer, enabling them to manage the farm residue scientifically.
Whereas Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar posted on Twitter, a
satellite image purportedly showing less crop residue burning cases in Haryana
and blamed Punjab for the smog that is choking Delhi. The smoke emanated
by the stubble burning has become a contentious issue between the chief
ministers of Delhi, Punjab and Haryana."

Even as Delhi continues to battle a thick smog and hazardous pollution
for days, stubble burning continues unabated in the neighboring states of
Punjab and Haryana. Paddy harvesting season is at its peak in the two states
and it will last till mid-November. Reports suggest that the number of stubble
burning cases in Punjab this year (2019) has risen by 25 per cent. This also
implies that the claims made by the Punjab government about stopping
farmers from burning farm waste are far from the truth. Nearly 28,000
machines have been provided by the state government to farmers on subsidy,
which has also failed to bring down the rampant straw burning.'?

In Punjab's Mohali, India Today TV came across 65-year-old farmer
Dharam Singh who was trying to clear his field by burning the farm waste.
Dharam Singh tells us that he is already under a huge debt and has raised Rs
16 lakh with bank loans. Singh is not in a position to buy any machines to
get rid of the stubble and is left with the only option to set fire to the crop
leftover. Interestingly, Dharam Singh is also not the beneficiary of the state
government's loan waiver scheme. He grieved while saying that, "We know
that burning paddy stubble is injurious to health and environment but we
have no resources to manage the farm waste with machines. Burning paddy
straws is a compulsion"."?

The Punjab government has initiated action against almost 3000 farmers
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for burning stubble. The Amarinder Singh government, which hopes to cut
down stubble burning in the state by 10 to 20 per cent this year, said that so
far the government has received complaints against 20,729 cases of stubble
burning. The government has initiated action against 2,923 farmers, the
Punjab CM said. The government claimed that the total number of stubble
burning incidents reported last was around 49,000. In comparison, the
government says it has received reports of 20,729 cases till November 1.
The Punjab government hopes that as more than 70 per cent of the paddy
has already been harvested, the total number of stubble burning reports will
remain lower than last year. "Despite a high court stay in the recovery of fine
from farmers penalised last year, the state government has intensified its drive
against the dangerous practice of stubble burning," Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh said in a statement in Chandigarh on Sunday.'*

Even as he expressed the hope that the prime minister will understand
and respond positively to his letter on the grave issue of the air pollution,
Amarinder Singh said his government was working committedly to put a
stop to stubble burning. The enforcement teams had, till November 1, 2019,
visited 11,286 fire incidents sites, and environment compensation amounting
to Rs41,62,000 had been imposed in 1,585 cases, a red entry made in Khasra
Girdawaris in 1,136 cases, and prosecution/FIR filed in 202 cases against the
defaulting farmers."

The process of verifying the remaining fire incidents and levying of
environmental compensation was being expedited, said the chief minister,
adding that the Punjab Pollution Control Board had also imposed
environmental compensation of Rs 62 lakhs on 31 combine harvesters
operating without Super SMS.

These steps were not, however, sufficient to check the problem, as the
majority of the farmers in Punjab had less than 5 acres of land, making it
economically unviable for them to go for hi-end ways of managing the
stubble. While staying the process of recovery of the penalty imposed last
year, the high court had taken note of the growing indebtedness of marginal
farmers and the serious issue of farmer suicides, and had chosen not to add
any further financial woes on the farmers, the court had stated, while ordering
that punitive actions may go on in due course of the law.

Compensation by the central government was the only solution in the
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circumstances, said the chief minister, adding that the matter was not one of
politics, but a question of the future of our people, which goes beyond
politics. "The ball is in the Centre's court since most state governments are
bankrupt,” Punjab CM Amarinder Singh said. Singh further claimed that
the states' fiscal situation was linked to GST, which had aggravated their
economic problems. While admitting that Punjab was also contributing to
the Delhi smog, Amarinder Singh said to put the blame entirely on his state
was absolutely incorrect. Statistics showed that the parameters on the factors
relating to pollution were higher in Delhi, he added. Instead of addressing
the problem, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was playing political
games, he said, asking what the AAP leader was doing on the ground to
resolve the issue. The CM said that the situation aggravated in recent years as
the production of paddy had increased, with the last two years reporting
record production in Punjab, even though the state's people were traditionally
not rice-eaters. Amarinder Singh pointed out that the cities in the state were
also enveloped by smog. Underlining the need to change the cropping pattern
by weaning the farmers away from paddy, he reiterated his demand for MSP
for other crops to help promote diversification. "The central government
has to step in and find a consensus to resolve the crisis," Amarinder Singh
stressed.

Harpreet Singh, a farmer who owns over 50 acres of farm land in Bathinda
district, recalls that the problem of stubble increased only after combine
harvesters were introduced during the green revolution. Earlier, the paddy
was manually harvested and stubble was simultaneously ploughed back into
the fields. Combine harvesters can harvest, thrash and clean the separated
grains all at once but leave about a foot-high stubble. Manually harvesting
the crop has become unfeasible because of high labour cost and increased
land under paddy.

The urgency to remove stubble arises from the necessity to sow wheat
seeds by early November. Wheat is a 140-day crop and the crucial time for
harvest is mid-April, when the temperature is about 35 degrees C. If the
sowing of wheat delayed, it ripens prematurely, which adversely affects the
production quality. Further exacerbating the problem is the Preservation of
Subsoil Act, which leaves very little time for farmer to prepare the field for
wheat sowing. Burning left-over stubble becomes an easy rescue option. Thus,



344 Haryana History Congress - 5" Session

the urgency to remove stubble arises from the necessity to sow wheat seeds
by early November.

While many options have been offered to handle stubble in an efficient
fashion, none seem to be tied with an appropriate financial or institutional
mechanism. The most prominent solution presented is the in-situ
management which involves ploughing back the stubble in the ground. This
is economically unfeasible for farmers because of the high cost of both manual
labour and mechanised options.

For instance, the "Happy Seeder” machine which adopts a low tillage
system to cut the straw and distribute as mulch on the field is priced at Rs
1.5 lakh. Even after a government subsidy of 33%, it is economically
unfeasible for most farmers as their seasonal return does not exceed more
than Rs 12,000-Rs 15,000 per hectare. While farmer's cooperatives and
unions could be utilised to house such equipment in clusters, no institutional
mechanism has been worked out. Another solution is to cut, bail and transport
the straw to cardboard factories or bio-mass based power plants. A few big
farmers do this, but no institutional mechanism exists to incentivize it. Bailed
straw is also difficult to handle, bulky to store and expensive to transport,
inflating the cost of the farmers.

Farmers' organisations have been demanding financial assistance either
in the form of add-on to the procurement price to the turn of Rs 100-200
per quintal or a cash subsidy of about Rs 4,000-5,000 to help defray the
expenses of disposing stubble in an environmental friendly manner. Even
the NGT had ordered the state government to provide financial assistance
for procuring machinery to till stubble. But the reality is that the coffers of
the state government are empty and the Centre has not responded to the
state's request for agricultural financial provisioning.

Good alternatives to stubble-burning might be;'® a/ under-sowing the
stubble with clover so that after harvest a nutritious green manure can grow
without any inputs. b/ direct seeding of a fast growing fodder crop like
mustard or turnips into the stubble. ¢/ cultivation of the stubble to create a
seedbed so that another crop can be planted. d/ do nothing - and leave the
stubble untouched over winter to provide food for insects & birds - and
simply cultivate in the spring for a rotational planting."

Farmers were bound to burn down the stubble that remains after
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harvesting. This is done to get rid of the residue left after harvesting, while
also cleaning weeds from the fields. However, even though this is a financially
cheap practice, it comes at a high price for the environment. Burning down
thousands of hectares of fields every year causes tremendous air pollution. It
also puts organic content to waste.

On the one hand indebtedness of farmer is important to address on the
other hand health of human being and deteriorating environment issue is
also important. Government, Scientists, Activists and Economist should work
hand in hand to balance the economic status of farmers and improving the
environment.
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Kabulibagh Mosque :
A Historical Study

*Dr. Pardeep Kumar
**Dr. Vijender Singh Dull

The Kabuli Bagh Mosque is a mosque in Panipat. It was the first conquest of
the Mughals over Hindustan. A descendant of Tzimur Lung who built this
monument as a show of victory of the Mughals over the Pathan rulers of
India. He built the Kabuli Bagh mosque in 7527. The garden of Kabuli
Bagh along with the Kabuli Bagh Mosque and a tank were built
by Babur after the First Battle of Panipat to commemorate his victory
over Ibrahim Lodhi. Some years later when Humayun defeated Sher Shah
Suri near Panipat, he added a masonry Platform to it and called it
‘Chabutra’Fateh Mubarak, bearing the inscription 934 Hijri(1557 CE). These
buildings and the garden still exist under the name of Kabuli Bagh called so
after Babur’s wife — Mussammat Kabuli begum.

*  Assistant Professor, Deptt. of History, FGM Govt. College, Adampur.
**  Assistant Professor, Deptt. of History, KUK.
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5000 words and must include an abstract of about 200 words and 4-7
keywords that reflect the theme of the article. Manuscripts should be sent to
haryanahistorycongress@gmail.com

FOOTNOTES: Should be consecutively numbered and presented at the end
of the paper. In one sentence of the text only one note is preferred.

SPELLINGS: Use British spellings. Where alternative forms exist, choose
‘ise’ spellings instead of ‘ize’ (for example, civilise, commercialise,
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