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Course Description:
This paper is designed to make students trace the patterns of change and continuities in the economic, political, social and cultural aspects of life during the ‘early medieval period’ (c. A.D. 750 – A.D. 1200) of Indian history. With its focus on multiple historiographical approaches to various issues of historical significance during this period, the course will also apprise students of the divergent ways in which historians approach, read and interpret their sources. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paper Syllabus 
Unit I: Studying early medieval India 
[a] Dynamic and divergent topographies [b] Sources: texts; inscriptions; coins [c] Debates on the early medieval 
Unit II: Political structures and processes 
[a] Evolution of political structures: Rajput polities; Chola state; Odisha
[b] Symbols of political power: Brahmanas and temples; sacred spaces and conflicts; courtly cultures
[c] Issue of ‘Foreign and Indian’: Arabs and Ghazanavids in the north-west, Cholas in Southeast Asia 
Unit III: Social and economic processes 
[a] Agricultural expansion; forest-dwellers, peasants and landlords 
[b] Expansion of varna-jati order and brahmanization
[c] Forms of exchange; inter-regional and maritime trade [d] Processes of urbanization 
Unit IV: Religious, literary and visual cultures 
[a] Bhakti: Alvars and Nayanars
[b] Puranic Hinduism; Tantra; Buddhism and Jainism [c] Sanskrit and regional languages: interactions
[d] Art and architecture: temples – regional styles

Unit 1- This unit will seek to familiarise students with the nature of historical geography and the range of sources available for the early medieval period of Indian history. Most importantly, students will engage with the debates and varied scholarly views on the nature of early medieval Indian social formation and the most important aspects and factors of change therein.(Teaching Time: 4 weeks Approx. 20 Lecture and 8 Tutorials)
Unit II- This unit aims to apprise students of the dynamic nature of political structures and the varied perspectives from which scholars study them.(Teaching Time: 3 weeks Approx. 15 Lectures and 6 Tutorial)
Unit III- This unit will familiarise students with social and economic processes of the early medieval period in Indian history. The diverse ways in which these have been studied will be the chief focus.(Teaching Time: 4 weeks Approx. 20 Lecture and 8 Tutorials) 
Unit IV-This unit will focus on the religious, literary and visual cultures of the early medieval period in the Indian subcontinent. Having done this unit, students will be able to trace the patterns of change in these spheres of life.(Teaching Time: 3weeks Approx. 15 Lectures and 6 Tutorial
· TEACHING TIME(No. Of Weeks)
12 Weeks approximately (70 lectures +28 tutorials)
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Assessment method/ Evaluation Plan: 
Internal Assessment: 25 Marks
 Internal Assessment of 25 marks will be conducted as per university guidelines.










