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About the Book

Despite the fact that India has had seven decades of independence and democr-
the position of women in Indian Parhament remains extremely low. This ::)led}: :
attempted to develop a normative understanding of the political 'n'w'lnu:‘;(:(). ' as
how they function with regard to representation of women and wdrﬁcn :]“1'(1?(1
policy formulations. It explais how Indian Political institutions are gcnj -‘”f‘(ll
which in turn has led to substantially biased outcomes in favor of anLrL'F,
understand the status of women in Indian Parlhament, an analysis is done from I-r)f)(])
to 2014, emphasizing on the presence and participation of women in the political
processes. Through this book I have tried to address the big question of unded-(r~
representation of women in Parliament and analyzed the combined eff‘c‘us ‘of
political institutions and processes on gender equality.

This book also examines the representation of women in India historically
[t traces the history of women's participation and explores their role in political and
public activity through various stages pre as well as post-independence.

[t studies the legal interventions made regarding women rights and how
they have made difference to the status of women. It also further discusses specific
legislative acts and amendments which came in to force for expanding women
rights. It includes quantitative and qualitative research on the questions asked in the
Parliamentary proceeding called Question Hour. An analysis and examination |
done on how Parliamentary questions are used to identify and explore politica
issues related to women.

Jaya Keral is Assistant Professor at Department of Political Science,
Bharati College, University of Delhi. She obtained her MLA, MPhil
and PhD degree from Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University. She was awarded Junior Research Fellowship by
University Grants Commission (UGC). She has been engaged in
teaching subjects such as Constitutional Government and Democracy
in India. Indian Political thought and Human Rights and Environment
for last 15 years. Her area of interests is Gender, Representation and
contemporary discussions on Democracy.

With a strong interest in debates on democracy, she has contributed Chapters fo
University of Delhi's web portal for undergraduate students on topics of Federalism anc
gender. She wrote a Chapter in an edited book on Human Rights and Environment. Dr. Jaya

Keral regularly presents papers at seminars and conferences in India and abroad.

r

!

1.S.B.N.: 978-831-7510-258-3 RS. 495/_ HB Yearf 2020
“ \ \ H |.S.B.N.: 978-81-7510-258-3
9176817502553 "

4
RELIANCE PUBLISHING HOUSE
NEW DELHI-110008



CONTENTS

1. Representation and gender Equality in Politics: Theorctical and

Conceptual ISSUES ..oovvireieieiiiiiic s 11
1.1  Introduction
1.2 Difference between Public/Private and politics
13 The Question of women’s interests
14  The Context of Representation
14.1 Descriptive representation
14.2 Substantive representation
1.5  Critical mass Theory
1.6  Leadership and women
1.7  State Feminism and promotion of Gender Equality
1.8 Political representation of women in India: Reservation / Quota debate
1.8.1 Women Reservation Bill
2. Women in Indian Politics: A Historical Overview ............ RERRR— 53

2.1 Introduction

22  Ancient Texts traditions and women

23  Women and Social Reform Movements

24  Women’s movement and Freedom struggle

75  Mahatma Gandhi and role of women in National Movement
26  Women and Revolutionary organizations

277  Women’s Suffragist Movement

28  Constitutional Assembly, Liberal democracy and women

28.1 Participation of women in the Constituent Assembly

3. The Gender Paradox of Indian Democracy «.eeessssssssssssssasssnses 80
3.1 Introduction
32 Autonomous groups and issues related to women
33  Crimes against women
34  Visible women, stereotyping and politics

4. Women in Indian Parliament: Visibility or Performance? From 10th ...
Lok Sabha to 16th Lok Sabha (1991-2014) .....coveriiiiniininiiinisseeeenes 101

4.1 Introduction
42  Women as voters



mosre

43
44
4.5
4.6
4.7
48
481

482

Women elected in Rajya Sabha and lok Sabha

Political parties and women candidates

Education of women Parliamentarians from 10” Lok Sabha to 1 g%
SC/ST women MPs in Lok Sabha -

Membership of women MPs - Ministerial/National Leve] portfolis
Women MPs and Parliamentary Committees- A comparative ook
Fifteenthth Lok sabha

Sixteenth Lok sabha

[.Ok gab‘ha

5. Gender Representation and Parliamentary Questions: ...~
(13* Lok Sabha-16* Lok Sabha)

5.1
52
53
531
532
533
534
54
541
542
543
544
55
56

Introduction

Lok Sabha and Question Hour
Parliamentary Questions
Thirteenth Lok sabha
Fourteenth Lok sabha
Fifteenth Lok sabha

Sixteenth Lok Sabha
Parliamentary Questions by Theme
Thirteenth Lok sabha
Fourteenth Lok sabha
Fifteenth Lok sabha

Sixteenth Lok Sabha

Observations and Findings
Conclusion

6. Bibliography

6.1
6.2

.......................................................................... cenneesanseens 101
Books
Articles/ Journalsg



